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thu Rn, 
” the little Journey i in ich 8 E the 
followi ing remarks, I looked about me. — perhaps 
with a careleſs, perhaps with a purblind eye ;— 
but, certainly with the. anxiety of an honeſt Briton, 
jealous for the honour, jealous for the proſperity of 
his country: And I thought, that I could diſcern 
the natural circumſtances, and the fair accidental 
advantages which ſeemed favourable reſpectively, to 
the induſtry, the virtue, the wealth, the happineſs 


of the inhabitants of the different parts of Scotland _ 


which I had occaſion to viſit, —to be, every where, 
happily ſeconded by the principles of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, and the conduct of his Majeſty" s pre- 


ſent Adminiſtration. I thought, that I could equally | . 


diſtinguiſh Improvement, in thoſe places, in which 
its progreſs appeared ſlow, ſtationary, or retro 
to be there checked by ſomething unfavourable in | 


their natural circumſtances, or by accidental diſad. 


vantages ; not by the negligence or injuſtice of the f ; 

Britiſh Legiſlature, or by the weakneſs or partiality VN 
of the ſervants of the Executive See 
n 


& 


| ſhare of lighter matter 1 BA 


| May I6th, 1793. 


„ ppb tier 


Tux medley of narrative and reflection in whiclt 


I have detailed thoſe obſervations, has, I fear, little 
elegance of compolition,—little that is new, impor- 


tant, or curiouſly minute in facts, — few proofs of 


any enlarged comprehenſion of intellect, and few 


marks of depth or nicety of diſcernment, to recom. | 


mend it to notice. And there is a conſiderable 


* 


\ 


Vr, I preſume to Sica it to you, Sir, in the 


perſuaſion, that, to a Miniſter, who, without ſhun- 


ning, without courting popular applauſe, feeks only | 
the welfare of his country, and the honour of his 


Sovereign, and purſues theſe objects with the zeal, 


the judgment, the knowledge, the energy neceſſary 
to command ſucceſs ;—to a Man whoſe ſteady virtue, 

and abilities, thus conſpire with the confidence of 
his country, to give a generous elevation to his cha- 
rater, —Nothing ſuggeſted by a modeſt joy in the 


national proſperity, and a modeſt wiſh to ſee that 
proſperity permanent, —can be altogether unaccep- 


table, —even from a aun man ſo very low and 3 


obſcure as, 
Six, 
Your moſt obedient. | 
EpivnuRGn, and very humble ſervant, - 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
 Unaccompanrsr with Engravings, and publiſhed in 


diſadvantages, The ſecond volume containing among 


other things the Author's obſervations on Galloway and 


A yr: ſbire, and on the great ſeats of manufacturing in- 
duftry in the ſbires of Renfrew, Lanerk, and Stirling, 
will probably be found more intereſting than the preſent. 


Few nl. N 5 eee 
. EpinBuRGH, May 21, 1793. | 
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detached volumes; this Work. appears under conſiderabit 


| Reviewing his work, when the charm of novelty and | 
the ardour of compoſition are over ; the author, finds it 
fo very imperfect, in his own eftimation, that he dares 
hardly hope for the notice of the Public, or the mercy of | 
the Critic. The ſecond volume "RE One uli 4 
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| OF THE PRESENT WORK. ; | 


= 


Ir is difficult to reconcile: the habits of ſtudious, 
| with thoſe of active life. The advantages natural - 


ly attached to one of theſe modes of employment 


are not eaſily communicated to the other. He 


who retires to cultivate his underſtanding in his 


cloſet, is liable to loſe that dexterity of hand, and 4 


that quick perſpicacity of eye, which are acquired or 


improved in active external employments and. a- 
muſements. The buſtle of active life, again, is 


commonly unfavourable to our powers of Recollec- 


tion, of Reaſoning, and of Abſtraction. Books 6 
turn us to theoretic ſpeculation : and the buſineſs | 


of the world has ſame; tendency to unfit the Imagh 
nation, and the Reaſoning Faculty for that exerciſe. 


Men of ſtudy often have their minds filled with ge- | 


neral notions, without a . * 
Vok. I. | A 


WHICH INDUCED ME To COLLECT THE MATERIALS 
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gree, more capable of obſervation, than a poſt 


E #3 | 
cular facts; men of buſineſs are ſometimes capable 
of little elſe * minute details. ' 


"Maw been, for a ſeries of years, ſubjected to 
many of the inconveniencies, although perhaps, 
without reaping many of the advantages of a life 
of ſtudy and retirement: I lately reſolved to try 
the benefits of a ſhort excurſion through ſome parts 
of my native country. / I pleaſed myſelf with the 
hope that I might, in this way, quicken my powers of 
obſervation, by the view of thoſe numberleſs, un- 
connected particulars, which, in every country, meet 
the traveller's eye. Among fuch a diverſity of 


objects, ſome are unavoidably intereſting. And 


wherever the mind is intereſted, its attention is 
engaged. It is thus rouſed from that languor into 
which, in long confinement within a narrow ſphere, 
it is apt to fink. Its faculties gain a new elaſticity _ 
and energy, and become capable of--nobler exer- 
tions. A city and a ſedentary life, eſpecially when 
one moves not in a very extenſive, ſocial circle, 


have a tendency to deaden and relax all the firmer 


nerves of the ſoul. Theſe, diverſity of ſocial, con- 
verſe, and varied aſpects of nature and of life un | 


beſt reſtore to Nr RON Row 26 i 


8 too, to him who is, in any de-- 


1 


4 C 3 3 
| Horſe, : muſt prove a diſtinct and highly beneficial | 


= Ln? of tudy. There are certain claſſes of the Arts, 


and of the objects of Taſte, with which an acquaint- 
| ance cannot be obtained otherwiſe than by travel- 
ling, to examine them in their natural fituations, 
| Of the operations of Agriculture, for inſtance, lit- 
tle knowledge can be gained from books alone: We 
will not eaſily conceive in what manner nature and 
human induſtry conſpire to make the earth yield 
her vegetable ſtores in the richeſt abundance; un- 
leſs we view the growing crop in the various ſtages 
of its progreſs, and obſerve the ſeries of the huſ- 
bandman's labours. The minuter arts of life, too, 


which are not practiſed by diſtin claſſes of artizans, | 


but by every individual, or every family, for. them- 
ſelves, can become known to us only by the ſame 
actual obſervation. Nor can books ever form the 


"Taſte to judge of the beauties of natural or orna- | 


mented ſcenery. The naturaliſt, in like manner, 
finds his moſt intereſting cabinet in the wide range 
in which nature has originally diſpoſed all the ſub- 
jects of his ſcience. ' Nay, it were endleſs to enu- 
merate the different branches of knowledge which 
are to be acquired either ſolely, or at leaſt moſt * 
een in e oat 
I fudying the Civil Hi 77 yo and Antiquities of my f 
country, I had found the deſcriptions and draughts 
„„ of 


1 


of the Geographer and the Land-Surveyor inſuff. : 
cient to enable me always to follow the hiſtorian or 


antiquarian with all the certainty I deſired-. Every 
one knows how unintelligible alluſions to place muſt 


always prove, when the relative ſituation of the | 
place is not underſtood. Deſcriptive poetry is, for 


this reaſon, always languid, unleſs where it exhibits, 


only the more general features of the ſcenery. ' The 
barrows, the moats, the veſtiges of camps, and the 
remains of towns and caſtles ſcattered through dif. 
ferent parts of Scotland, can. be but imperfectly 
known to him who has examined them only in the 
confuſed accounts of antiquarians. The fields where 


our moſt eventful battles have been fought cannot 


be diſtinctly conceived by the imagination which 


has nothing but the hiſtorian's narrative to aid it. 
It is pleaſing, likewiſe, to examine what changes 
the ſcenes diſtinguiſhed by the events of former 


times have fince undergone ; where the foreſt har 


mouldered down into a moſs ; or where the impaſ- 


fable moraſs has been imyrbveg by induſtry into a 


garden. Still more intereſting is it, to compare the 


preſent language and manners of the inhabitants of 
any particular diſtriet with thoſe anciently aſcribed 
to them; aid to trace the fluctuations they have 
ſuffered, and che circumſtances 8 4 winch _ have 
1 occaſioned, | 

oy CTY 


intelligent traders and manufacturers; bf enquiring 
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are thus cheriſhed in the.hreaſt. A gener 

that one may alſo contribute a mite, however mal, 
to the ſervice of one's country, is awaked in the | 
ſoul. An emulation of worth and dignity of cha- 


„ ͤ œMl. ß 


1 1-42 

I rap alfo formed /ome general ideat concerning the 
Srinciplet of civil policy, trade, and natiunai induſery, 
the truth or fallacy of which I wiſhed to prove by 
an examination and induction of correſponding facts. 
Only by ſeeking opportunities of converſing with 


into the negociations of trade, and viewing the 
operations of manufacturing induſtry; of acquaint. 


ing myſelf with the actual ſtate of manners and of 


police, of the different branches of public economy, 
and of the eſtabliſhments for the diſtribution of juſ- 
tice; - did it ſeem probable that I might attain the 
knowledge of thoſe facts which I was thus anxious 
to collect. 5 


Tas feelings of the dated foo, may Fu dettired by a 
Aer of the varied ſcenery of one's. native coun- 
try; by remarking the cliaracter and condition of 


its various inhabitants, and beholding how: greatly 
their ingenious induſtry has improved the conve- 


niencies of nature. 'The attachments of parriotiſin 
rous deſire 


racter is excited ; and mean manners, and vicious 


eee, 


Wirn 


| vation. 


6 <p 
Wir theſe views in my mind, I prepared te 
leave Edinburgh in the beginning of Auguſt, 1792. 
I ſaw that ſuch advantages might be gained in an 
excurſion through ſome of the more interreſting 
parts of Scotland. I could not indeed Hatter my- 


ſelf, that I ſhould be able to ſeize them all. The 


time, and the expence which I had to ſpare, were 
not conſiderable enough to enable me to gain many 
of them. But, ſuch conſiderations as the above, ſer- 
ved to make me ſet out with pleaſure on my little 


tour, and to examine, with an eye of intereſt and 


curioſity the . Which occurred to my <ul> : 


Or the facts which I had an opportunity to gather, 
I truſted few to memory; but carefully noted down, 
as I obſerved. With local facts I could not help in- 

terſperſing thoſe general principles to which my 
mind inſenſibly referred them. I was ſometimes 


led to recollect the tranſactions of paſt times; and 


ſometimes hurried on by imagination to conceive | 
the poſſibilities of futurity. I confined not my views | 
to any one particular tract of obſervation. and en- 


quiry. I was neither a ſentimental, an agricultural, 


a commercial, a virtuoſo, nor an antiquarian tra- 
yeller ; but a ſort of compound of all theſe. ' Every 
claſs of objects, and almoſt every object had more 


or leſs of my attention. Only, I believe, it might 


have 


4 
* 
I ” 
- 


E 3 


have been better, if I had been either more a mere 


matter of fact man, or a more vigorous thinker, 


Taz medley of narrative, obſervation, and re- 
flexion, which I have formed, I commit, ſuch as it 
is, to the candour of the public. Perhaps it may 
yield entertainment ; perhaps it may convey. ſome 
inſtruction. If it ſhall be acknowletged to afford 
either, I ſhall be well pleaſed. 
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monly deſerted by all the nigratory part of its 


on 


Y the middle of Auguſt, Edinburgh. is = 2 


inhabitants, whether people of gaiety, of ſtudy, or 
of buſineſs. The places of public amuſement are 
ſhut up; the Parliament-houſe is left in empty ſoli - 
tude and ſilence; the college- gates are no longer 
thronged: only a few paſſengers ſaunter here and 
there, through the ſtreets: the ſhopkeepers hang 


idly in their doors; and ſuck of them as fancy them- 
ſelves perſons of taſte begin to think of repairing, 
for half a week, to ſome faſhionable watering: place. 
It was about this time that the enen 905 the 
—_— drew me _—_ 3 * ie 


* . 
. 


N on he ws Gus wines: neil; on- 

horſeback, at an earlier time in the ſeaſon, over 

the firſt part of the route I now intended to take; 
Vox. I. > J refolved, 


10 JOURNEY THROUGH 


I reſolved, on the preſent occaſion, to prefer the 


Rage-coach. I had been very little accuſtomed to 
the motion of wheeled carriages ; and never before 
to the chance-company of a ſtage-coach : for both 


theſe reaſons, therefore, this mode of travelling was 
Of the amuſe- 


ment to be found among the accidental aſſemblage 


recommended to me by its novelty. 


of mutual ſtrangers with which a ſtage- coach is of- 
ten filled, I had indeed conceived ſanguine ideas. 


I fancied, that I might perhaps meet with ſome 
ſingular oddities of character, perhaps with ſome - 


wonder of good ſenſe and intelligence ; that 1 


ſhould be entertained with the lofty ſtrangeneſs and 
filence which my company would at firſt maintain; 


—with the gracious airs which each would, by de- 
goons, condeſcend to aflume, m order to cnCOUTIGE 


with 3 attempts at dilguite of charac-- 


ter and fituation, through which the cloven-foot 


could hardly fail to appear ; —with the ardour of 


mutual kindneſs, and the eagerneſs to oblige and 


entertain, to which all would probably be wrought | 


all were likely to fink back, when they ſhould find, 
each his companions unwilling to allow his claims 
to importance ; that, be theſe things how -they 
might, 1 ſhould at leaſt find my own obſervation 


; ved ſomething to be wrong about one of his wheels, 


WY d Tm me Ne THT WAW”S 


PART OF SCOTLAND. 11 
of the objects on the way, A 
of wy mm 


In theſe hopes 10 went to the Black. bull Inn, Ro- 
bertſon's, and took a ſeat to Perth, in the Stage - 
coach, or rather chaiſe, which runs between Edin- 
burgh and Aberdeen. My fellow-travellers were 
two young gentlemen going to Aberdeen, in whom 
I was indeed diſappointed of the peculiar entertain- 
ment I had expected; as I diſcovered nothing of 
them, but that they were very amiable in . 
manners, and 6 intelligent. 


— A we 
ſeated ourſelves in the chaiſe; and the driver took 
his poſt, We had hardly ſet out, when he percei- 


and afterwards ſomething to be equally ſo about 
the faſtening of our baggage. We remained in the 


| chaiſe, in the middle of Prince's Street, till all was 
| rectified. In the mean time, I could not help re- 


gretting, that a ſtreet ſo elegant as Prince's Street, 
and which is frequented by the gay and faſhionable, 


as the Mall of our metropolis, ſhould be ſeated fo 


immediately over a fœtid marſh, and ſhould enjoy 
no better a front profpe& than that of the empty _ 


baſon which once contained the North Loch, now 4 - 


awkwardly, although uſefully divided by an carth- 
'Y 


en 


12 JOURNEY THROUGH 
en mound;—and of the ſmoky, irregular gs” 
on the north fide of the Old Town. The Caſtle is 
too near, to form an object of grandeur in the 
proſpect. The ſpire lately erected on the ' Welt- 
Kirk, has, however, a fine effect, eſpecially in haz 
weather, when ſeen from the Eaſtern end of Prin- 
ce's Street. This ſtreet, and the whole line of 
buildings in the New Town ſtill continue to be car. 
ried farther, weſtward. Many new houſes are, at 
the ſame tiine riſing through the Old Town, and 
indeed on all quarters of Edinburgh. Yet, I fear, 
that the population, and the opulence of this City 
do not, at preſent, increaſe in the proportion of 
the buildings. Families now occupy more room, 
and require more elegant accommodation than for- 
merly. Beſides, when any particular tract of in- 
duſtry has been opened and entered upon, it can- 
not be, all at once deſerted, even although it ſhall 
have ceaſed to be highly advantageous. The build. 
ers and their workmen, having in a great meaſure 
ſupplied the firſt, eager demands of the citizens of 7 
Edinburgh for new and more elegant houſes, are 
now obliged to content themſelves with ſmaller - 
profits, and to hazard greater riſæs, rather than 
forſake the line of employment which they have 
been accuſtomed to purſue. - This mm | 
, proves advantageous to the citizens in general; af- A 
fording them a greater choice of houſes, whit i 
ta 


; 


—— 


PART. OF'S I 


at more W rates. 


Our driver, at lem. Susbed himſelf and us, 


that he had made all ſafe. He then mounted and 


drove on. As we advanced, Pentland hills, with | 
an intervening tract of rich, cultivated, and 'orna- 
mented country appeared on our left. But, in the 


confinement of the chaiſe, we had only an imper- 
fect ghmpſe of that proſpe&t. - We ſoon: after left 
Drumſheugh, a ſcat of the earl of Moray's, on our 
right hand; and, within a little, found ourſelves 
croſſing the water of Leith. On the left, on the 
ſouthern bank of the river, and immediately above 
the bridge, we obſerved a conſiderable depth and 


extent of quarry, cut in a whin-rock. Heaps of 
ſtones ſtood ready dreſſed, ſome for paving, others 


for building. — of ſpar nen over 
the rock; 3 4 


* © 


Avid th nbd we We centuries wa | 
gardens: adjoining: to the houſe of Deanes, which 
cover the flope of a hill, on the weſtern ſide of 
which the river paſſes. The productions of thoſe 
gardens are ſold in the markets of Edinburgh. In 


ſummer they are occaſionally viſited by parties who 


come to eat the ſtrawberries and other ſummer- 
fruits, * . thoſe gar- 


dene, 


4 
* 
1 


to purchaſe or to rent, and thoſe, by conſequence, g 
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14 JOURNEY THROUGH 
dens, on the eaſt fide, are the grounds of Dean- 
Haugh : and, at the eaſtern termination of the hill, 


ſtands the houſe of Dean-Haugh, built, in the ſtyle 


of an old Gothic edifice. It was the taſte and anti- 


quarian ſkill of the late Walter Roſs, W. 8. that 


gave it this form. I know not whether any ancient 
building ever ſtood here. But, the ſituation is one 

of thoſe which our forefathers were accuſtomed to 
prefer for their houſes. The ſame taſte which gave 


its antique aſpect to the houſe, has in like manner, 
preſided in the ornamenting of the narrow domain 


belonging to it. Of the late poſſeſſor I cannot help 
adding, that his ſurviving acquaintance ſpeak” in 
very warm language of his knowledge in law, -of 
his taſte for antiquities, of his wit, A and 
talents * convivial converſation. Fo 


| NzanLY oppoſite to the houſe of Dean-Haugh, 
and on the ſouthern fide of the river, is St Ber- 
nard's Well; a ſpring of mineral water, mineraliz- 
ed, I believe, by what is called, in the modern lan- 
guage of Chemiſtry, ſulphurated hydrogenous gar. 
The northern bank affords another ſpring or two 
of the ſame character. It ſhould ſeem, from the 
denomination, that St Bernard's Well muſt have 


been known by its medicinal qualities in the days 


of Popery. The fame powers were then aſcribed 


. ee RAINY 


heathens 


p 
. 
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beathens to their hoſt of Divinities, pI” | 
was zealoufly put under the protection of fome 
fine or other. This mineral ſpring muſt have been 
ſince retained. Its virtues had, however, been for 


a a conſiderable time, overlooked by the inhabitants © 


of the neighbourhood, The citizens of Edinburgh . 
repaired eagerly to diſtant watering-places, without 
enquiring, whether they might find medicinal wa- 
ter at home. But, within theſe few years, Lord 
Gardenſtone became proprietar of St Bernard's 
Well. His Lordfhip's well known philanthrophy 
and public ſpirit immediately ſuggeſted to him the 


pooſſibility of rendering its vraters more uſeful to 


the public. He has, at a very conſiderable expence, 
built an handſome Grecian edifice over the ſpring, 

in which the waters are diſtributed by a proper per. 
ſon, and at a very trifling price, to every one that 
thirfteth for them. His Lordfhip's endeavours have 
accompliſhed his purpoſe. The citizens of Edin- 

burgh are now perſuaded, that theſe waters are fa- | 
lutary in various caſes ; and have, particularly, a 


 fingular tendency to give a good breakfaſting appe · 


tite; in conſequence of which, old and young, | 
males and females,” have, for theſe two or three laſt 


ſummers, crowded. to pay; their morning reſpects 


er re" jy ng | 
has erected to her. | 


rw 
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Ar a diſtance weſtward from — 


large Mills in which the bakers of Edinburgh have 
2 conſiderable part of their flour prepared. On ei- 


ther hand, whether weſtward or eaſtward from the 
bridge, the banks of this river preſent a range 


of ſcenery, . cultivated and ornamented, as be- 


comes the vicinity of a great city. Towards Leith, 


the proſpect is wonderfully: rich. Several ſmall vil. 
lages are ſcattered on the ſouthern bank. On the 
northern, the houſes of Mr Rochead, and of Mr 


Muir are two of the handſomefſt villas that Scotland 
has to boaſt of. This whole plain is indeed ſo be- 


ſprinkled with handſome boxes, and divided into ſo 


many little ornamented domains; as to beſpeak ſtri- 


kingly the increaſing opulence of the citizens of 


Edinburgh, their taſte for the more elegant conve- 


niencies of life, and their paſſion for the enjoyment 
and the dignity connected with the poſſeſſion of a 
country - ſeat. Weſtward, the banks of this river 


diſplay fewer villas, gardens, and ornamented fields; 


but they exhibit that perfection of agriculture, 


which the huſbandman is naturally prompted to 


cultivate, when he finds a ready market for the 


moſt valuable productions which his grounds can 


be improved to raiſe; wheat, barley, oats, potatoes, 


turnips, and thoſe graſſes which afford the beſt hay 


and green paſture. ' Beſide finding a ready market | 
for the articles which they raiſe, farmers in the vi- 


and from the Le . 


1 7 5 * 


As we n e 9 wk e had Gil 


tlemen's houſes. on either hand are numerous. 
Even the farm houſes are 'uncommonly neat and 
ſeemingly commodious. The fields were covered 


with luxuriant crops,” which, through the unuſual _ 
wetneſs of the ſeaſon, had yet aſſumed very little of 


a yellow hue. Dry ſtone- walls of a decent ſtruc- 
ture, divided them from the road. The interſec- 

tion ns were. formed chiefly bx ditches and green fen- 
ces. Clumps of wood were ſcattered here and 


there, as the waving inequalities of the ground, or 
other circumſtances had directed. On the north- 


eaſtern, fide of the highway, and at no great diſ- 


tance beyond the Water of Leith, is a quarry of 
what ſpecies of ſtone. I did not learn: but, I be. 
lieve, that the builders of Edinburgh are furniſhed | 
from it with large maſſes, perhaps of grey granite. 


Where men are aſſembled in great numbers, every 


thing becomes valuable. Thoſe articles Which na- 


ture affords in ſuch abundance, that, in other pla- 


ces the appropriation of 'them is unneceſſary, are 


matters for fale and Re] in baer anne 


Ge e engage 7+ ö 
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under our eyes a rich and fertile country. The gen- 
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of a great city; water comes e bea by | 
meaſure, eee | 


Ly, 


Wr had ſoon a elimple af the Forth, 1 2 view 
of the ſouthern fide of the rich county of Fife. 
The eye wandered, with delight, over one of the 
moſt populous, fertile, and cultivated territories in 
Scotland. Its coals, its limeſtone, its abundant. | 
crops, its thriving manufacturing villages, and the 
high rents which tenants are there enabled IE] 
to their landlords, without impoveriſhinę 
ſelves, occurred all together to the lk; andre,” 
inſenſibly, a new charm to the landſcape. As the 
Firth opened more fully to the view, the heart was 
fwelled with emotions of ſublimity and pleaſure. : 
Its noble width, its influence on the induſtry and 
opulence of the adjoining country, the creations-of 
human Art along its banks, the fleets. of trade, or 
of war which its Roads have ſheltered, the times 
when it conſtituted a boundary of the Roman Em. 
pire, and when it protected the Saxons from the 
incurſions of the Scots, already victorious over the 
Picts, crow d ed all into the train of thought which 
now paſſed through my mind. I was thus led to- 
refle& an' the benignity with which the author of 
nature has ordered the relative diſpoſition of land 
and water in a manner highly favourable to human 
induſtry and — on the power of man to 
adden 


— 
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ſubdue the ſtubbornneſs of nature, e ee; 


wonderfully, by ingenious art, the conveniencies 


which nature affords ; and on the varying aſpects 
which the face of a menen 
n 5 


15 a Ae ese kes Us d Bees 
which has been named Queensferry, in conſequence 
of being the paſſage by which Margaret, Queen to 
our Malcolm III, uſed to croſs the Forth, on her 
way to and from Dumfermline, where the chiefly 
reſided. The Royal Burgh of Queensferry lies a- 
long the fouthern bank of the Forth. It is not 
large, - What number of inhabitants it may con- 
tain I know not. Nor am I better informed, in 
reſpe& to the induſtry or trade of its citizens. Con- 
ſiderable quantities of ſoap were, not many years 


ſince, manufactured here; but, I believe, that this 


manufacture has been nme £ 
exattion of'the Kade Duties, | |. 


Are dilator bee tho tau: a ee, 
ferry ſtands Hopeton · Houſe, a ſine ſeat belonging 
to the node family of Hopeton.. Frequent excur= | | 

Edinburgh to Queensferry, by | 


Pede, this houſe, and the ſur- 


rounding pleaſure · grounds. Theſe I have only ſeen 


at a diſtance; and, therefore, cannot enter into a 


Ca particular 


20 JOURNEY THROUGH = I 
particular deſcription of them. I am, however, 
tempted to mention (what I have learned, while 
extending the notes of my journey), that the citi- 
zens of Queensferry have lately received a moſt 
- agreeable proof of the vicinity of Hopeton-Houſe, 

in a preſent of ¶ 200, from the Earl and Cn g 
of Hopeton, _ the e of their d 


ITuIs Ferry is one 6 of the 20 Seen ce Ts 
over the Forth. The others are by the ferry-boats 
between Leith and Pettycur, and by the bridge of | 
| Stirling. Stage-coaches between Aberdeen, Perth, : 
and Edinburgh run this way. The intercourſe be- 
tween the Mid-Highlands and the South - eaſtern 
parts of Scotland is chiefly in this line. And a 
good number of carriers travel, this way, weekly, 
or oftener. Travelling by this ferry, upon a for- 
mer occaſion, I remember to have here met a drove 
of Dutch or Flemiſh horſes; of a great ſize, which, 
having been accidentally landed ſomewhere on the 
Eaſt coaſt of Fife, were conveyed by this way to 
Leith, the port to which they had been conſigned. 
Upon the preſent occaſion, we were met at the fer- 
ry, by a company, of reapers from the Highlands, 
who were going ſouthward, to aſſiſt in the labours 
of the harveſt : for the Highlanders, if an idle race, 
are 1 from che circumſtances of their country, f 
! | 971 e not 


A 
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MPT eee the comforts of 


— honeſt ys LE Eta bn 1 
lan gr, cannot of the lan ut the South 
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Soeren Frner to Kragoss. 


Arrzx waiting ſome time, till a boat which was 


in the middle of the Firth when we came Within 


ſight, arrived, and landed its freight; we entered 


it, and proceeded to the oppoſite ſhore. The paſ- 
ſenger enjoys a fine proſpect from the middle of the - 


Firth. At Queensferry it is ſuddenly contracted, 


by the projection of the land on the northern * 


to the breadth of two miles; but, ſpreads out, al- 

moſt immediately, towards the Weſt, into a beav- 
tiful and capacious bay. The view extends welt. 
ward, nearly to Stirling; and eaſtward to the 
mouth of the Firth, near the iſle of May. The eye 
gazes, by turns, on the coaſt of Lothian, and on 
that of Fife; ſometimes fixes for 2 few moments, 
on the iſles of Inch-Colm' and Inch-Garvy ; ; and is 


then perhaps caught by the ſmoke ariſing from the 


falt-pans and fire · engines of Burrow ounteſs; or 


remarks, on the northern ſhore, Lord Elgin's lime 


works, Roſythe caſtle and Dunibriſſel, a ſeat belonging 


« 
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2 JOURNEY THROVGR — | 
to the Earl of Murray; while Burnt. Iſland, the road: | 
of Leith, and Edinburgh caſtle: are ſeen in diſtant” 
perſpective. On the iſle of Inch-Garvy is a ruinous 
fortification which was repaired, I believe, when | 
the late Paul Jones threatened thefe coaſts. In this 
2 paſſage, I ſaw, for the firſt time, ſeveral porpoiſes, 
a well-known ſpecies of fiſhes, abounding in this 
Firth. Their carcaſes afford a proportion of oil 
which renders them not unworthy of the fiſher. 

man's pains. The form is unworthy that of a hog, 
Divers ſea-fowls Py: over, or Loated befare hs 
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a carried in hn 3 che Firth, 17 n 
inſenſihly led to reſlest an the amazing eee 


, the ee e eee ee 
this Firth was reckoned perilous. Such, indeed, 
was, anciently, the danger of ſhipwreck on our. 
coaſts in the winter-months, that a law was enacted | 
in the reign of James III, and was afterwards, fre- 
quently renewed;—enjoining ;. * That there be na 
ſchip frauched out of the realm, with any ſtaple 
gudes, fra the feaſt, of Simon's day and Jude, unto. 
the feaſt of the purification of our Lady, called 
Candelmaſs “.“ It was at an earlier period, pro- 
bably, than the inſtitution of this decree, that ma- 
ny of the. bed n e nde ae in 


# James m. raf 2 OP: 15. 


an JUNE: on — non at 
an unfortunate ſeaſon, under à Sir Patrick Spence. 
The ballad in which this mournful event is record- 
ed, having been ſung to me, by my grandmother, 
in my infant years, riſes. to my remembrance, ac- 

companied by ſo many adventitious affociations, that 
I cannot forbear inſerting it here. It is a ſpecimen 
of the poetry and the language, and i. deſcriptive 
of the manners of the S&romifed: Scots, —poſſibly of 
the thirteenth or the fourteenthi eenturies. Dum- 
fermling ſeems to have deen, "then, 2 favourite ſeat 
of the Scottiſh ſovercigns. u Ps 
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he king fits 3 in i Dumferſio iog t toune, 3 

Drinking tlie blude· reid 1285 : 2p : py : l A 
O whar will I get a gude ä 

W fail this ſchip of mine? | DR wy 
| Up and fyak n dien wala, gr = 

_ Sat at the king's richt ke: 

Sir Patrick Spence is the belt ſailor | e 

That fails upon the ſ e. 
The king — written a 155 ſetter, 3 

And fign'd it w? bis hand; nh gg 
And ſent it to Sir Patrick 5} 7 2 

Wes walking on the i ED 
The firſt line that Sir Patrick red,” 1 

A loud lauch lauched hes e 5 ds 


ae next line that Sir Patrick res,, ũ 
The teir blinded his ſe. 
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0 EX is ; this has don this deed, | 


This ill deed don to me; 
To ſend me out, this time oy the zeir, a 
e the fe?” OR 1 1 2 
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Our guid ſchip fails: the morne. 
O ſay na ſae, my maiſter deir, 41 10 KAnn 
For I feir A £1 Mens ens 
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Late, late liven I aw 45 now moone, | 
WY the auld moone in her arme; l | 
And I feir, I feir, my deir maſter, os N 
That we will come to harme. Th 18. 


; 0 our Scots dive my nacht laith 
To weet their cork-heil'd ſchoone _ 
But lang owre a' the play wer play d, 
| Thair hats they ſwam aboone. , 


O lang, lang may thair ladies fit, | 
Wy? thair fans into their hand, _ _ 
Or eir they ſe Sir Patrick Spence Way 
Cum failing to the land. F272, x 18 
N 
O lang, lang may che ladies ſtand | 
WY thair gold kems in their hair, 
Waiting for their ain deir lords, I 3 
For they'll ſe them na mair. 1 


PART OF 80 
Have ore, have owre 50 Aberdour, 

4 And tar les guild Sir Paik Spence, EPL 

Wi the Scots lords at bis feit. | . . Ben 


80 frall vine ten the fouteſt veſſels in i the Scot- : 
tiſh navy ; ſo fearful its moſt {kilful mariners ; ſo 
difficult the navigation of the Firth of Forth! Be- 
ſide theſe circumftances, this ballad com memorates 
facts illuſtrative of the manners of thoſe times, It 
was then a faſhion, it ſhould ſeem, prevalent a- 
mong the nobility to wear cork-heeled ſhoes. The 
ladies uſed fans, and wore no. ornament on their 
heads, except a metal comb, confining the hair, 

The hat, not the Scottiſh blue bonnet, was the fa- 
ſhionable covering for the heads of the men.—Nor 
are theſe ſimple ſtrains deſtitute of poetical merits. 

| There is a beauty in the manner in which Sir Patrick | 

Spence is repreſented as paſſing haſtily from his reflec- - 

tions on the probable danger te to which he was injudi- Be 

ciouſly or maliciouſly expoſed, to give orders for the 515 

neceſſary preparations for the voyage; in the image 

introduced by the ſailor who wiſhes to divert him 

from his purpoſe ; in the abrupt tranſition to the 

fatal conſequences of this ill timed voyage; and in 
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Wars my thoughts were, thus, inſenſibly with: 
drawn from the preſent ſcenes, our boat reached 


the northern ſhore; and F was rouſed from my 


muſing, by my fellow paſſengers e ewe 


Go 
{}; 


"0 AR the North Ferry are c erbte wilted of 
granite, diſpoſed in perpendicular ſtacks. Above 
theſe is a reddiſh earth full of friable, micaceous 
nodules. In theſe granite rocks, extenſive quarries. 
have been cut, and the ſtones carried to pave The 


ftreets of London. The village, called the North 


Ferry, is much ſmaller than the oppoſite burgh' on 2 
the ſouthern ſhore. It 18 probably of equal 2 


quity. Here ſtood once a chapel which was ES 


pn 


dowed by Robert I, and religious ſervice perform: n 
ed i in it by the monks of DEFINE 0 7 
Ar RDOUR, | mentioned i in the u Stanza of +6 

above ballad, is the name of a pariſh. and a village, 
fituated Eaſt from North Ferry, on the fame fide of 
the Firth. The Earl of Morton has there an hand- 
fome ſeat. It has been long the property of the 
noble family of Douglas.— To obtain the privitege 
of a burial- place in their church, Allen de Morti- 
mer, from whoſe family the eſtate of Aberdour 
paſſed into the hands of the Douglaſſes, beſtowed 
one half of his lands on the Monks of Inch-Colm. 
At 


8. 


At Aberdour was ariclently a-convent e to 
the nuns, called tHe poor Cares. In this neigh- 
bourhood, not many years ſince, reſided the late 
Captain Stuart of Dunearn; a man who deſerves 


to be remembered for his taſte in the ſine arts, and 


his amiable fondneſs for their productions. He had 
formed a noble cabinet of ſelect pictures, and had 
collected one of the fineſt libraries in Britain. So 
paſſionately was he attached to his books and his 


paintings, that he could not travel without thoſe 


dear companions. | He might, with the moſt juſt 
propriety, have adopted the language uſed by Ci- 
cero, when ſpeaking of polite literature: Delectant 
domi, non impediunt foris, pernoctant nobiſcum, peregri- 
nantur, ruſticanter. His Jibrary and his collection 
of paintings have, ſince his death, been ſold and diſ- 
perſed. Collectors of books and paintings deſerve 
the grateful remembrance of their countrymen. 


They import ſtores, which when diſperſed, contrij- 


be pe Ee OI 


Nazi 6 che frelghs of e Wai 
Colm; a ſmall iſland, on the northern fide of the 
Firth. mee eee 1 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of Scotland 
built, and dedicated to decent eee 


having ſought ſhelter here from a ſtorm by which 
he was overtaken in crofling the Firth, was hoſpi- 


De tably 


23 JOURNEY THROUGH 
tably received, and entertained. for three days, by 
' 2 hermit (probably of the communion of the Cul- 
dees, the diſciples of Columba) whom he found oc 
cupying the chapel. Struck with pious gratitude 
to heaven, and perhaps ſolicited by the hermit, the 
monarch ſoon after founded here a monaſtery, de 
dicated it to St Columba, and eſtabliſhed in it a 
ſociety of Auguſtine Monks, This monaſtery was 
pillaged by the fleet of Edward III. of England, 
when he invaded Scotland. The ruins of the 
church, of a ſquare tower belonging to it, and of 
ſome others of the ancient buildings, ſtill remain, 
On a riſing ground, on the ſouth eaſt ſide of the 
buildings, is ſtill to be ſeen a Daniſh monument of 
which an engraving has been given ” Sir Robert 5 
Sibbald. | | 


DoniBRISSEL, drivedy mentioned as an a 
object in the proſpect from the oppoſite ſide of the 
Frith, and the ſeat of the Earl of Murray, ſtands 
within fight of Inch-Colm. It was the ſeat of the 
celebrated Earl of Murray, the natural brother, and 
the perſecutor of the lovely, frail, and unfortunate | 
Queen Mary. His ſon whoſe handſome perſon and 
gallant manners were ſuſpected to have made an 
Impreſſion on the heart of Anne of Denmark, ſpouſe 
to James VI. which might have proved too power. 
ful for her conjugal fidelity, was here murdered, 


— 
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pillars, into a magnificent colonnade. Their ſitua- 
tion is beneath the ſtrata of limeſtone, which are of 


PART OF SCOTLA 
The earl of- Huntley, Ane i inveterate 1 
was the ready miniſter of James's jealouſy. A pre- 


text was eaſily found. Huntly was ſent to appre- 


hend Murray. The latter refuſing to ſurrender, the 


houſe was ſet on fire. Its maſter might have eſca- 
ped in the darkneſs of the night, had he not been 


Ar ſome diſtance weſtward above North Ferry, 
and on the ſame fide of the Firth, are the vaſt 


Lime-Kilns belonging to the earl of Elgin. They , | 


are diſpoſed in a row. Their openings are under a 
covered way, formed, on the front, by arches and 


inexhauſtible extent. It is- conveyed, as broken, 
into the kilns, by rail roads. For ſhipping the lime, 
ICC IEEL 
n eee eee of this IC 
trict of country, one can hardly help wondering 
that it is not ſtill more opulent and populous. 
Cale it poſſeſ- 
ſes in the moſt plenteous abundance. Waſhed, on 
one fide, by the Frith of Forth, on the other, by 
that of Tay, and forming, by its eaſtern ſide, a 
— its commodities may be all 
| Ts conveyed 


| 
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conveyed by ſea- carriage, to a proper market. 
Coal is an article, neceſſary and favourable above 
almoſt all others to the progreſs of manufactures; 
And lime is the moſt excellent manure that the huſ. 
bandman can employ, if not to enrich a barren, at 
leaſt, to ſubdue a ſtubborn ſoil.—With theſe advan - 
tages, Fife is, indeed, wonderfully rich and popu : 
lous; yet not ſo as to preclude the hope of its c 
tinuing to — in vwellth, euern and pop; 8 
lation. 8 A 8h 


Bxroxz leaving the vicinity of the North Farr : 
let me take a more particular view of Rofythe-Cafs 
tle. Its ſituation is not far weſtward from the Fer- 
ry, oppoſite to Hopeton-Houſe, and on a rock 
which juts out into the river. It was originally the 
ſeat of a collateral branch of the royal family of 
Stuart. It came afterwards into the poſſeſſion of 
Primroſe, Lord Roſeberry. It is now the property 

of the earl of Hopeton. It is a ruinous pile, and 1 

long been uninhabited. 5 | 


* 


From North Ne n by a e 
riſing road, to the burgh of Inverkeithing. Its ex- 
tent is not great. Its ſtreet and houſes have an air 
of antiquity. Here was a royal ſeat, in the reign 
of David I. By the charter of the burgh, granted 
1 its liberties extend between the rivers 

Dovan 
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or Kh communicating with the Forth. Its citi- 
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z late inſtance, a wonderful zeal for the purity of 


ſpectable paſtor,” Another was preſented to the he- 
nefice and charge. They did not much like the 


preſentee's ſtyle of reaching. And they diſcover- 
ed, that he had not obtained the preſentation, with- 
out the exertion. of Election - Interęſt by ſome of his 


friends. Their horrour was excited by what they 


called an act of Simony. They determined never 
to have the pulpit or the ſacred duties profaned 
in their pariſh, by an incumbent whom they deem - 
ed ſo unworthy. They accordingly commenced a 
furious oppoſition o his ſettlement, and carried the 


aufe from preſbytery to fond, and from the pn | 
Click dation, neem: ANN. 


jections were found to be frivolous, their accuſation 


0 


et” 


auch as they benid por din y pong the pris 


tee, à very reſpectable young man, was ordained to 
the charge; and his opponents have; I believe, com- 
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32 JOURNEY THROUGH 
© I-R2LATE this incident as an inſtance of the cen⸗ 
ſorial power exerted by the people of Scotland over 
their clergy, and of the manner in which it is re- 
ſtricted and moderated. Some patron preſents a li. 
centiate to the beneſice and cure, in the caſe of 
2 vacancy. The preſentee preaches before the peo- 
ple; and their diſpoſitions towards him are conſult · 
ed. If pleaſed with his character and preaching, 
they call him to be their miniſter,” If * dif- 
like him, they may oppoſe his ſettlement. . - The 
time was when a preſentee oppoſed by a- pariſh, 
even on general grounds, might have been diſap- 
pointed of his benefice. But, upon the principles 
on which the church. courts now proceed, ſome act 
or habit abſolutely inconſiſtent, by the eccleſiaſtical 
law, with the clerical character, muſt be proved, be- 
fore a licentiate in divinity can be judged incompe- 
tent for preſentation to a living. As the unjuſt or 
frivolous objections of the people againſt the morals 
or abilities of their clergy, have been more and 
more lighted; diſſenting congregations have be. 
come more numerous, and the diſſenting dergy 
have acquired greater influence. The multitude 
are a ſtubborn body: vou may check or reſtrain, 
but, it is not eaſy to convince them. And, I know 
not if the exiſtence of ſects in religion, and of diſſent 
ing or ſeceding clergy be not, upon the whole, 
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greatly beneficial to the morals and the picty of the 3+ 


TT TOs 


From Kept: to-Elaroli; 'the: country 235 3 
both hands, is in no high ſtate of cultivation. lt 
ſhould ſeem that through this tract, the farmers 
make the breeding and feeding of black cattle, their 
chief buſineſs. The fields are unincloſed; and few 
attempts appear to have been made to ſubdue the 


barrenneſs of the heathy moors.” I obſerved” one 


gentleman's houſe, on che eaſt fide of the highway, 


ſurrounded by young wood, and by incloſures 
vhich ſeemed to have been diſpoſed with conſider- 


able taſte. But, there was little in the general aſ- 
pect of the country from which 4 traveller could 


infer, that it was the ſeat either of induſtry or of 


opulence. Riding this way, on a former ſeaſon, I 
remember to have fallen into company with ſome 
farmers from the Lothians, who were on their way 
to a fair at Kinroſs. They told me, that they went 
to purchaſe cattle which were bred in this neigh- 
bourhood, or perhaps farther north, and which 1 
they would fatten for the butcher in their rich 2 
graſs parks; or rather on —ů 1 


rc 4 + 
e 01 Mir N Tr r wide: 


IX is e neee te dee ene 8 
in thoſe places where they can be beſt fattened, and 
Vol. I. 8 E f moſt : 
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moſt pro ably ſold. From the Highlands, from 
Galloway, and from the wilder paſture grounds of 
Ireland are the farmers in the vicinity of the great 

eities in Scotland, and in England, ſupplied: with 
young cattle at much lower rates than the experice 
ef rearing them would amount to. Theſe cattle 

having either nearly or entirely reached their full 
growth, are in a condition to benefit by the rich 
paſtures or ſtall- feeding which a country highly im- 
proved by agrieulture affords. Sheep, no leſs that 
cows and oxen, paſs, in thei fame manner, from 
hand to hand, and from wilder and lower-rented 
walks, to others more cultivated and more expen- 
five, till their caroaſes are, at length, produced in 
the ſhambles. The ſame obſervation may be ex- 
tended to the human ſpecies. Population is not in- 
creaſed in thoſe places where it appears moſt nume- 
rous. In great cities, the expehce of houſe · keeping 
and of education deters people from marriage; 
while various cauſes concur to render marriages leſm 
productive here than in the country. It is from 
thoſe parts of Britain where the population ſeems 
moſt ſcanty, that emigrants come to repair the waſte 
of human life in the ſcenes of crowded ſociety. The: 
young haſten from ſcenes of paſturage to earn the: 
higher wages which are paid for the labours of huſ- 
| bandry. The huſbandman's children deſert their 
father” s employment, and crowd to mn 
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PART OF SCOTLAND. 83 
and manufacture. And, the citizen of a ſmall town _ 


ſends his ſon to ſettle in the capital. It is not ſo 15 


much want of the means of ſubſiſtence, as the al- 
lurements of cultivated and luxurious _y which 


| depopulates the wilder feats of en, r 


488 three ts ſouth Wain Kinroſs, ans a 
the houſe which has been celebrated, in a fine paper 
in the Mirrour, as the reſidence of the late Michael 
Bruce, an amiable, young man of no mean poetical 
powers, He was the ſon of poor parents; was, in 
religion, of the ſect called Seceders ; and died, in a 


_ conſumption, while he was yet very young. His 


poems have been given to the public in a ſmall vo- 
lume, of which, I. believe, the late Mr Logan was 
the editor, and in which he intermixed ſome ſmall 
pieces of his-own, to make up the volume. Bruce's 
poems diſcover much of the imagination and feol- 


ings of the genuine poet; and more of the appro- 


priated language of poetry, than one fo young could 
Otherwiſe have been ſuppoſed capable ef acquiring. 
The edition has been fold off; and I believe that 
propoſals have been circulated, for reprinting them 
for the benefit of his mother who ſtill ſurvives, and 


is, by no means, in comfortable circumſtances. I 


ſhould ſuppoſe, that this edition muſt be eagerly 
encouraged by all perſons of taſte and humanity, 


top Li mult be the bread, 


7 which 
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which he receives, as the reward of the talents and 
5 A £3 


Kinzoss, although a mall town, enjoys the pr. 
vileges of a royal burgh, and is the capital of Kin- 
roſs ſhire. It is of conſiderable antiquity, and may 
perhaps have been anciently more flouriſhing than 
at preſent. It has ſome manufactures of linen, and | 

of cutlery wares. Travellers find comfortable Ace - 
commodation in two clean, convenient inns, kept | 
at preſent, by civil, attentive landlords ; one, with. 
in the town the other, not half a mile northward 
from it.—One fact in the Scottiſh hiſtory by which, 
among others, the antiquity of Kinroſs i is teſtified, 
is, That Alexander II. and his queen were here 
ſeized by a faction of their ſubjects, at the head of 
whom were the once powerful family of the ma 
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Tr ſcenery of this little WY is not unpleting | 
The kitchen-gardens of the inhabitants are interſpers 
ſed among the houſes, and ſome of them planted. 
round with trees. On one hand is the houſe: of 
Kinroſs, Lochleven, its ifles, and the hills bounding. 
it on the North. and the South Eaſt ; on the other, 
an extenſive tract of low ground, brown with heath, 
yet with an intermixture of more agreeable verdures 

ern handſome, modern 
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THE loch Ces and a Ie cirevms * 


ly indented by the land. Its greateſt depth is 

to be about twenty four fathoms. — 

is large enough to afford paſture for ſeveral cattle; 
On one of them, the iſle of St Serf-or Servanusz 
are ſome ſmall remains of the ancient priory of Fort- 
moak. | This ifle is ſaid to have been granted by 
Brudi VII. king of the Ficts, to Servanus and ſome 
other clergy, diſciples of Columba. By theſe 4 
church was founded in the iſle. In the reign” of 
David I. this eſtabliſhment of regular clergy of the 


order of St Columba, was ſuppreſſed; and the iſle 
and its ſacred buildingy beſtowed! by x N n 


church nh Rome off! 


Tus caſtle Wai TY was nr 


rope reſidence, ſtands on another ifle in this lake. 


It was granted by Robert III. to Douglas, laird of 
Loch. leven. The iſle in which this caſtle ſtands, 
is about eight acres in area. In the year 1335, 
it is fad to have been beſieged” by sir John "de 
Sterling, with a body of | Engliſh” troops. The 


| 4iſficulties of the fiege, and the peculiar fituation'of 
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dient for the reducing of the garriſon. The river 
Leven, running eaſtward out of this lake, he ſtop- 
ped its ſtream with a great dyke. The outlet of 
the lake being thus ſhut up, its waters roſe higher 
and higher upon the iſles, till that on which the 
caſtle ſtood, was fo overflowed, that the garriſon 
ſaw themſelves in danger of being drowned. Mean- 
time, the feſtival of the bleſſed Margaret returned 
to be celebrated at Dunfermline: And de Sterling, 
the Engliſh commander, went thither, to afliſt in 
the ſolemnities of the occaſion. Taking advantage 
of his abſence, four men were ſent from the i. 
fon, to break down the dyke, and open its ordina. 
ry outlet to the dammed-up water. The labour 
was difficult: however, invoking St Servanus, the 
protector of the lake, they perſiſted, till a breach 
was made, by which the water iſſuing, ſwept away 
the Engliſh tents and baggage. The governor af 
the caſtle, who thus defeated the ſtratagem of the 
Engliſh, was Alan de Vipont, of a family who were 
the ancient poſſeſſors of Roſythe Caſtle before-men- 
tioned. While the Engliſh army were in the con- 
fuſion occaſioned by the ſudden burſting out of the 
waters upon their camp, de Vipont ſallied out, with 
the whole ſoldiers of his garriſon, attacked thoſe 
beſiegers, put them to flight, and returned to his 
—— deer ee eee, | 
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| Iv Lochleven caſtle, too, was Our beautiful and 
anfortunate queen Mary confined, ' after ſhe hat 
been ſeparated from Bothwell, and made captive by 
her own ſubjects. Here was ſhe ſternly reproxched 
by her auſtere, and ambitious brother, Murray; from - 
whoſe gratitude and fraternal affeQon, ſhe had hoped 
for conſolation, inſtead of the inſult which'ſhe expes 
rienced. The lady of the caſtle, William Douglas's 
wife, was, if I remember right, Murray's mother: 
and one circumſtance which aggravated Mary's ſuſ. 
ferings, during her confinement in Lochleven caſtle, 
was the haughtineſs of that woman; who afferted 
that ſhe had herſelf been lawfully married to James, 
and that her fon was, by conſequence, rightful heir 
to the Scottiſh crown, and Mary Megitimate. Vet, 
in this family, Mary found  deliverer. - e 
the young brother of William Douglas, captiva 
by her charms, allured by the inſinuation of her 
manners, and touched with pity for her misfor- 
tunes, ſtole the keys of the caſtle from his brother, 
releaſed the royal priſoner, conveyed her from the 
iſland to the oppoſite ſhore, and conducted her ti 
her friends. I have ſeen an exquiſite ode on this 


ſubject; the compoſition of the late Mr Macdonald, 


whoſe tragedy of Vimonda, ſermons, and miſcella-/ 
neous poems, particularly thoſe publiſhed in the 
newſpapers, under the ſignature of Matthew Bram 
ble, have been generally and deſervedly admired. 

| „ The 5 


„ JOURNEY THROVGH | 
The ode on the ſtory of Mary's eſcape from Lochle- 
ven-caftle was publiſhed in the TOTO e 


{ie remains of this caſtle, which are yet to be 


bn. confiſt of a rectangular wall, flanked with 
ſmall towers; with ſome other walls of a chapel; 


and of the apartment in which Mary was confined, 
On the eaſt fide of the caltle are ſome ancient trees; 


and among theſe the remains of an aſh tree, the ay 


of which muſt once have been ner, 


| Tur e boi on the Iſles within Lockleyes 


are herring gulls, pewit-gulls, and great terns. The 


lake abounds with eels, pikes, perches, and a fpe- 
| _ cies of red trout of peculiar excellence. The fiſhing 
of the lake is rented at an hundred guineas, by the 
landlords of the two inns at Kinroſs. The trouts 
are celebrated through the whole country, by the 
name of Lochleven trouts ; and are a delicacy eager- 
ly purchaſed at an high price, in the fiſh-markets of 
Edinburgh, Perth, and ſuch other towns as _ 
can be conveyed 90 in a freſh ſtate. - 1 


In the inn on the north ſide of Kinroſs we dined 


luxuriouſly, on ſome Lochleven trouts. As we en- 
tered our chaiſe to proceed to Perth, ſeveral carri- 
ages ſtopped at the inn door, the company in which 
ae as we underſtood, a party from England, on 


. 
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a tour to the Highlands of Scotland. This, has, 
indeed, become, from various circumſtances, a ve- 
ry faſhionable ſummer tour, within theſe laſt ten or 


twelve years. The celebrity of Dr Johnſon's name 
rendered the Engliſh curious to learn ſomething of 
a place which he had viſited as a ſcene in which he 
might contemplate nature in her grandeſt, wildeſt 
aſpects, and human ſociety in its rudeſt, ſimpleſt 
form. The narrative of his Journey which was, in- 
deed, more properly a ſeries of reflexions, than a 
narrative, of a Journey, or the continued deſcription. 


of a country, was very eagerly read through both 
England and Scotland. The indignation with which. 
the Scots heard ſome of his reflections upon the cir- 


cumſtances of their country, and their national cha- 
racter, contributed to make his book ſtill more ge- 
nerally read, and to excite a curioſity among many, 


to know, whether he or they ſaid truth. About 


the ſame time, or earlier, Mr Pennant, after the 
publication of his Britiſh Zoology, was induced to 


make the tour of Scotland, and preſented a large 
and pleaſing account of it to the Public. Pennant, 


I muſt, by the way, obſerve, is one of the acuteſt 


and moſt minute obſervers who have ever yet tra- 
velled. There is between Johnſon and him this re- 
markable difference, that Johnſon ſeems, even in 
travelling, to have looked about him, merely to 
take a few, a very few _ which might, each 


Vor. I. F ſuggeſt 
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fuggeſt a long train of thought ; but Pennant, little 
capable of ingenious reflection, never chuſes to think, 
when he can find any thing to deſcribe. In addi- 


tion to the writings of theſe two travellers, the pro- 


greſs of Gardening and of Landſcape- painting in 
England, contributed to perſuade Engliſh company 


to vilit the wilder ſcenes in Scotland, in the Sum- 
mer months. Rivers, lakes, towering cliffs, and 
foaming catazaCts make a noble ſigure in. Jandſcape; 


and in the progreſs of gardening in England, that 
has come to be eſteemed the moſt perfect gardening, 
which beſt imitates and combines into unity all the 
beauteous and all the ſublime aſpects of nature. Be- 
ſide all this, the Highlands of Scotland are known 
to afford great abundance of game: and not many 


years have paſled fince the proprietors of the lands 


in the Highlands began to ſhew any great ſolicitude 
to preſerve their game. No wonder, then, that 
their moors were much frequented in the ſhooting 
ſeaſon. It muſt be added, too, that the accommo- 


dation which travellers find in the Highlands of 


Scotland, is ſuch as may well recommend the tour, 
The roads, at leaſt all the great roads, are excellent; 
the inns are commodious, for the greater part, clean, 
and affording generally, good beds, comfortable 
meals, and not bad liquors. All theſe circumſtan- 
ces together, and with them, the conſideration, 


that almoſt every place of ſummer : reſort, through 
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England, had been before viſited, till it had ceaſed 
to pleaſe, ſeem to account for the erods of gay 
people, which have, for a good many years back- 
wards, thronged theſe roads, in the months of ſum- 


mer and autumn. 


BzroRE bidding adieu to Kinroſs, I cannot help 
hinting, and it is with diffidence I ſuggeſt the hint, 
that the name ſeems to me, to have originated from 
the particular form which the ſhore of the lake aſ- 
ſumes where it is contiguous. to the town,—with | 
the circumſtance of this place's having been an oc- 
caſional reſidence of ſome of our ancient kings. Al 
though uncertain in which of the ancient languages 


of the North, Roſe i is a ſimple appellative : Fab, 
however, obſerved, that various places over the ſea- 


coaſt of Scotland, where the coaſt preſents a form 
ſimilar to that of the coaſt of Lochleven at Kinroſs, | 
bear equally the denomination of Rast. I may add, 
in reſpect to the firſt ſyllable of this compound name, 
that many of the names of places in Scotland begin- 
ning with Kin or Kil, I ſuſpe all to be derived in 
this part of the word, either from the Saxon King, 
or the Latin Cella: for 1 know not that either of 
theſe frequently occurs as an initial ſyllable 3 in either 
the Celtic or the Gothic language; and it ſeems 
probable that thoſe places of the names of which, 
either makes a part, might be diſtinguiſhed by the 

„ contiguity 


circumſtance in which a king was concerned. 


Pitcaithly Wells. 


4 JOURNEY THROUGH” 
contiguity of the cell of ſome monk, or by ſome 


K1wngoss to PERTH. 


As we proceeded northward from Kinroſs, the 


country preſented, by degrees, ſcenes of higher and 


higher cultivation. But, it was now evening; and 


we were ſhut up in a carriage; ſo that we ſoon loft 
the view of the adjoining landſcapes ; and could el 


timate neither the beauties of the ſcenery, nor the | 


ſtate of the agricultural induſtry o of the country. 


WHEN, however, we entered the delightful vale 
of Strathern, I was almoſt involuntarily and inſen- 
ſibly led to recollect, that I had formerly viewed its 
ſcenery with admiration, and with the exulting f.. 
tisfaction of a Scotchman, proud of his country, and 
of every advantage which it poſſeſſes. As I have 


| ſince had occaſion to traverſe this fertile tract by 


day, I ſhall not here ſet down the indiſtinct, although 


fond recollections which, at this time, occurred to 


me. Only, let me beg my reader, before we croſs 
the Erne, to ſtep. a ſhort Nur weltward with me, to 


þ 


* 
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| In this vicinity there are, I believe, ſeveral wells 
of mineral water. Of theſe, however, only one is 
incloſed, and its waters eagerly drunk as medicinal. 
It is ſituated in a nook of the vale, ſheltered, or ra- 
ther emboſomed, on the weſt and ſouth-weſt ſides, 
by green hills; ſeparated from the river, on the 
north ſide, by a gently riſing ridge; and open 
towards the eaſt and north-eaſt ; unleſs it may be 
thought to be ſomewhat confined. by a ſoft ſwell- 
ing of the plain. The tract of ground lying imme- 
diately round the well, conſiſts chiefly of corn-fieldg 
in a ſtate of high .cultivation, divided by hedges, 


| in ſome parts ſurrounded by rows of trees, and 
having ſmall clumps here and there interſperſed, 


where the ſurface ſwells ſoftly into little knolls. 


| The ſoil is naturally deep and rich: but, I muſt 


confeſs, that I negle&ed to examine the particular, 
characters of the mould, and of the next ſtrata of 
rocks, This is preciſely one of thoſe ſituations in 
which the Romiſh clergy were accuſtomed to. ſeat 
their religious houſes ; ſheltered, well watered, 9 
ſurrcunded with arable ground. E 


I am not ſure, at what particular ound the me- 
dicinal virtues of this ſpring were firſt diſcovered. 
| ſhould ſuppoſe, that, if this had happened during | 
the reign of Roman-Catholic ſuperſtition, the Well 
Fould have been appropriated, as an engine of 
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2 JOURNEY THROUGH 
power, by the monks or prieſts; the virtues of the 


water aſcribed to the benign influence/ of ſome . 


faint ; and the ſpring dedicated to that Holy Name 


by whoſe benediction it was underſtood to have 


been endowed with healing powers. But, as its 
name implies nothing of this; I am inclined to be. 
lieve, that its medical qualities are of later diſcovery, 
than the days of Popery. I know not whether an 
analyſis of this water was made by any perſon before 
Dr Donald Monro; whoſe book upon the mine- 
ral ſprings of Great Britain, is generally known, 
The reſults of his experiments led him to conclude, 
that magneſia was the chief mineralizer. Mr' Sto- 
thart, an ingenious ſurgeon in Perth, has ſince re- 
peated this analyſis, with greater pains,—and, from 
my knowledge of his uncommon, practical {kill in 
chymiſtry, as well as in conſideration of the im- 
provements which the practice, no leſs than the 
theory of this ſcience, has, in the interval, recei . 
ved, I am inclined to believe, with greater accu-· 
racy. He has obligingly permitted me to ſtate the 


reſults of his experiments ip the following table. 1] 
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tie purpoſes for which they are adminiſtered, not ſo 
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Mixzrai waters, while the circumſtances werk 


unknown, to which they owed their peculiar qua. 
ties, ſeemed to be medicines provided by the be. 
nignity of nature, or by particular Providence, to 


alleviate the ills of human life, by counteracting, 
with extraordinary operation, the attacks of dif. 


eaſe. It was not imagined that there could be the 


moſt remote poſſibility of imitating them by art. 
Hence were their ſprings regarded with a degree of 


devout vencration ; and the ſick, and the feeble | 


crowded to them, as to waters of life. But, the 
progreſſive improvement of chymiſtry has already 
begun to rob theſe waters of their honour. Com. 
mon water can now be artificially mineralized. 
Many of the ſimpler, natural, mineral waters have 
been perfectly imitated. It is probable, that all the 
others may ſoon be prepared in the ſame manner. 
Proceſſes may be performed in the laboratory of the 
Chymiſt, which were ſuppoſed poſlible only in the 
great laboratory of Nature. And, the Scorbutic 
and the Rheumatic may then ſeek from the Apo- 


thecary's ſhop, that remedy for which they now 


repair to the Wells of Pitcaithly. 


Yer, if it ſhould ever be ſo; I FD the remedy, 
however perfectly prepared, would become much 
leſs effectual. Medicines, in general, accompliſh 


muck 
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much by their actual operation, as by their influ- 


ence on the imagination of the patient. But, where 
moſt means are uſed, and the greateſt pains taken, 
there will the higheſt hopes of recovery be natural. 
ly excited. Now, in removing from a diſtance, 
perhaps,—to the vicinity of a mineral well, to uſe 


its waters, there is ſo much of pains, of preparation, 
of difficulty, ſuch a change of the objects which ſug- 


zeſt and regulate the ordinary current of thought; 
that, the imagination is unavoidably much more af- 
fected, and more confident hope enouraged, than 
in the more ordinary application of medical reme- 


dies. Beſides, almoſt every diſeaſe, under which 
| there can be any hope of benefit from the uſe of 


mineral waters, yields more or leſs to the influence 
of air and exerciſe. And, the advantage of theſe 
is commonly beſt enjoyed in a removal from the 
ſcene 1 in which 1 diſtemper was contracted, = 


Bur, watering: places have other allurements, 
belide the benefit they promiſe to the health, —by 
which company are attracted to frequent them. 


The friends of the ſickly are often induced to at- 


tend them. The diſeaſed who have yet ftrength to 
repair to ſuch places, in purſuit of health, are often 
capable of partaking in amuſements more or leſs 
active. Others, too, frequent theſe places, rather 
becauſe they fear, than becauſe they actually feel, 
Vor. I. | G the 
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the attacks' of diſeaſe. Thus a circle of ſociety 
is compoſed. The perſons of whom it conſiſts, are 
idle, and removed from the ſcenes of their ordinary 
employment. Their only care is therefore, to di- 
vert themſelves. They join in ſuch amuſements as 
the circumſtances of the place, and the faſhion of 
the Times recommend. When the place in which 
they have aſſembled, is once underſtood to be 2 
ſcene of amuſement, other idlers reſort to it, for 
amuſement alone ; till that which was the receſs of 
the ſick and the melancholy, becomes a region of 
feſtivity, the theatre of the gay. Hence the cele- 
brity, and the gaiety of Bath, Tunbridge, Scarbo- 
rough, Harrowgate, Buxton, Gilliſland, Peterhead, 
Pitcaithly. Thoſe who have been accuſtomed to 
ſpend their winters in great cities, and to tread the 
round of the faſhionable amuſements which great 
cities afford in that ſeaſon, may retire in ſummer, 
to rural retreats, to © green fields and ſhady groves;” 
but, in the ſolitude of theſe, they are not qualified 
to find enjoyment : the reſtraints of Faſhion permit 
them not to return to Town, till the ſtated period 
ſhall have arrived: In their diſtreſs, then, they i im- 
patiently repair to any ſcene of gaiety that has a re- 
ſemblance to thoſe from which they have been obli- 
ged to retire,—that affords a crowd by mingling 
with which, they may forget themſelves. Thoſe, 
| again, , whoſe circumſtances have denied them the 


gratification 
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| gratification of a Town Life in winter ; yet, to 

diſplay their taſte, to exhibit their perſons and their 
ſtate to the faſhionable world, and at leaſt to fip, if 
they cannot drink deeply of what they fancy plea- 
ſure, haſte with equal eagerneſs to the ſame 1 
of ſummer feſtivity. 


By ſuch means is that aſſemblage of company 
brought together, which flutters about our more 
faſhionable watering-places. Hence are places which 
a ſtranger who had not viſited nor heard of them, 
might ſuppoſe to be, in ſome ſort, hoſpitals of the 
ſickly and the dying, —rather the favourite theatres 
for the diverſions of the gay. Although the vir- 
tues of medicinal waters ſhould come to be deſpiſed 
or neglected, yet watering-places may {till continue 
to be frequented : And if thoſe who viſit them for 
the recovery of loſt health, profit not by the uſe of 
the waters; eaſy exerciſe, and chearful ſociety may 
do what the waters cannot. 


Taz ſituation of the Mineral Spring at Pitcaithly, 


the efficacy with which its waters are ſaid to ope- 


rate, in the cure of the diſeaſes for which they are 


uſed, and the accommodations which the neigh- 


bourhood affords,—are all of a nature to invite 
equally the ſick and the healthy. Two or three 
houſes are kept, in the ſtyle of hotels, for the re- 

G2: ception 
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ception of ſtrangers. There is no Long Room at 
the Well. But, there are pleaſing walks through 
the adjoining fields. Good roads afford eaſy acceſs 
to all the circumjacent country. This delightful 
tra& of Lower Strathern is filled with houſes, and 


gardens, and ſtations from which wide and delight. 


ful proſpects may be enjoyed, all of which offer 
agrecable points to which the Company at the Well 
may direct their forenoon excurſions : converſa- 
tion, muſic, dances, whiſt, and that beſt friend to 
elegant, and lively, ſocial converſe, the tea-table, 
are ſufficient to prevent the afternoons from be. 


coming languid: And, in the evenings, nothing 


can be ſo delightful as a walk, when the ſetting ſun 
ſheds a ſoft, flanting light, and the dew has juſt 
not begun to moiſten the graſs, —Thus is Pitcaithly 


truly a rural watering-place. The company cannot 


be at any one time, more in number, than two or 
three families. The amuſements of the place are 


ſimply ſuch as a ſingle family might enjoy in an 
agreeable ſituation in the country; only, the ſocie- 


ty more diverſified by the continual change and 
fluctuation of the company. It may, hereafter, 
become a ſtill more faſhionable place of ſummer re- 
ſort : and a greater variety of amuſements may be 
introduced at it; and thoſe of a leſs fimple, undi 

ſipated nature. I remember hearing a lady lament, 


at one time, with a . of pathos, that perſons 
& | . who 


\ 
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who viſited Pitcaithly, were, by the circumſtances 
of the place, denied all thoſe elegant diverſions 
which great cities afford; and, at another time, 
ſpcak of it with contempt, as a fit haunt for none but 
the drouſy and the dying. And I had the misfor- 
tune to betray my low breeding, and unrefined ' 
taſte, by expreſling a fondneſs for the ſequeſtered 11; 
tuation, the cultivated ſcenery, and the ſimple re- 
creations of this ſweet place; and preferring it as & 
watering-place to thoſe ſcenes of more faſhionable 
reſort, where the diſſipation, the follies, the falſe 
enjoyment of courts and of the gayer circles in opu- 
leat cities have been tranſplanted into ſpots which 
ought to have been kept ſacred to rural innocence, 
ſimplicity, chearfulneſs, and exerciſe. 


Ir is with real, not affected delight I remember 
the ſcenery, the accommodation, and the amuſe- 
ments at Pitcaithly Wells. Yet, upon reflection, I 
4m not ſure but that my imagination may have trans- 
ferred to the circumſtances of the place, ſome part of 
the pleaſure which I owed rather to the very agree- 
able ſociety I was fortunate enough to meet with, 
during a few days which I, on a former ſeaſon, 
ſpent there. I believe, I ſhall not eaſily forget, how 
much I was ſurpriſed to find an accidental aſſemblage 
of ſtrangers with all the good qualities, and the o- 
bliging mangers of a ſelect ſociety of friends. The 

entertaining, 
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enteraining, convivial anecdotes, and the lively Bont 
mots which I had occaſion to hear, might have ani. 
mated the dulleſt parties, in the gloomieſt ſeaſon. 
The female beauty and elegance on which I was per. 
Mitted to gaze, might have bewitched even a much 
more ſtoical and faſtidious judge of theſe, than l. 
And, above ail, I there heard my favourite, plain. 
tive, Scotch ſongs ſung with a grace, a delicacy, a 
ſweetneſs which rendered them the moſt exquilite 
luxury to a true Scottiſh ear. 


Havine no ſtrong inclination to put faith in ſpe- 
ciſics of any ſort, I did not drink deeply from the 
Well. I was, however, diverted to obſerve, that 
ſome worthy folks, willing to do more honour to 
the water, impatient to be cured of their complaints, 
and in haſte to begone, drank in ſuch abundance, 
as if it had been literally the water of life. One ho 


neſt gentleman uſed to chear his heart by ſwallowing | 
fx Scotch pints, in the morning, before breakfaſt. 


Bur, after halting thus long at the ſouth-end of 
the Bridge of Erne, it is high time for me to pro- 
ceed on my journey. Erne, though divided from 
the Tay by no very wide extent of land, and no 
lofty ridge of hills, is yet a copious ſtately ſtream. 
The arches of the bridge I do not recollect that ! 
counted. In a ſituation fo favourable as that of this 
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bridge, I was ſurpriſed when I firſt travelled this 
road to find no town or village. But, the origin 
of theſe aſſemblages of habitations and inhabitants 
depends on ſo many trivial contingencies, that they 
are often formed in ſituations naturally the moſt un- 
inviting ; while others poſſeſſing every advantage, 
are neglected. I am not ſure, whether, in failing 
up the Tay, the double proſpect of Strath-Tay and 
Strathern can be enjoyed for any conſiderable way, 
if it can, the fail muſt be delightful. 


| Aryancincs from the bridge of Erne to Perth, 
we had on the right hand the hill of Moncrief, and 
under it, on the ſouth-fide, Moncrief-Houſe. At 
{ume diſtance on the left, and on the northern. ſide 
ot the river appeared Dupplin, the ſeat of the Earl 
of Kinnoul. Moncriet-Hill is famous as a ſtation 
from which a ſpectator may enjoy ſome of the rich- 
eſt, moſt ſublime, and, moſt extenſive proſpects 
which Scotland affords. Turning eaſt-ward you ſee 
from the top of this hill, the Frith of Tay, the rich 
Carſe of Gowry, and the populous, northern coaſt 
of Fife. Weſtward appears upper Strathern and 
dtrath-Tay ; the mountains behind which the an- 
clent Celtæ retired, before the invading armies of 
Rome ; wide heaths which ſuggeſt the remembrance 
of the hunting and paſtoral condition of our ancef« 
tors; a variety of houſes and tracts of planted wood 
which 
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which beſpeak the reſidence of opulent landholders; 
fields where agriculture appears to have tried every 


art to ſubdue the ſtubbornneſs, to enrich the bar. 
renneſs, and to cultivate the fertility of nature; 


and ſcenes where ingenious manufacture has ſeated 


Temples of Induſtry, from which as from ſo many foci 


all the advantages that can animate human activity, 


and improve the convenience of life are diffuſed a- 
round. There is a track by which carriages drive 
round this hill ; and hither do the company at Pit- 
caithly ſometimes come on forenoon excurſions. 
The views to the north and ſouth extend over Fife, 
and Kinroſs-ſhire on the one hand, and over Angus: 
ſhire, on the other. Where the road leading round 
Moncrief.- Hill divides from the highway, ſtands a ſoli- 
tary church or meeting-houſe which has very much of 
the air of a haunt of witches and ſprites. Juſt in 
ſuch ſcenes have theſe beings been repreſented as ce- 


lebrating thoſe feſtivities at which the Devil is ſaid 


to prefide ;—and which if the unwary traveller by 
night happens to detect, he is furiouſly purſued by 
the whole aſſembly, and torn in pieces, unleſs: he 
faves himſelf beyond ſome ſtream, or within a hal- 
lowed circle. 


Soon after paſling this ſcene for witchery, the 
traveller gains a fight of the ſtream which when the 


Romans puſhed their _—_— arms this length, 
reminded 
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reminded them of the Tyber. The darkneſs of the 
night permitted not me and my fellow-travellers to 
enjoy, at this time, the beauty and grandeur of this 


proſpect.— But, to me it was even then, not new: 
and J have ſeen it fiance. 


* 
+ 


THz kighwiy now turns gently towards the 


north-weſt : and Perth is ſeen to great advantage, 


ſeated in a plain, on the ſouthern bank of the Tay. 
On the ſouth, and on the northern fide of the town 
are two beautiful fields, called Inches, or rather, o- 
riginally, I ſhould ſuppoſe, [nniſes,—the Gaelic name 
for an iſle or peninſula, or for any inſulated piece 
of ground. Theſe are ſurrounded, in part, at leaſt, 
by lines of trees ; and are as well the favourite walks 
of the citizens, as greens on which the waſher-wo« 
men are permitted to dry their linens. Of theſe 
the ſouth Inch forms the fore-ground of the land- 
ſcape preſented to the traveller's eye, when advan- 
cing from the ſouth, he firſt arrives within ſight of 
Perth. On the northern bank of the river, appears 
Kinnoull-hill, towering, in a ſituation oppoſite to 
the hill of Moncrief, and with a ſimilarity of form 
and aſpect, as if it were its twin brother. The 
river winds majeſtically along, between the two. 


Immediately under the town appear the maſts of 


veſſels, numbers of which are commonly, either ly- 
ing in this ſtation, or moving up or down the river, 
Vol. I. 1 | But, 


/ 
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But, without detailing more particularly the vat. 
ous objects in this landſcape, I ſhall only obſerve 
farther, before entering Perth, that the noble courſe 
of the river; the magnified extent which its level 
fituation gives to the appearance of the town; the 
width of lawn around; the gentle ſwelling of ſome ir 
of the contiguous hills, and the abrupt elevation of Wi q 
others of them; the wood which clothes their ſides, q1 
or is irregularly ſcattered over the lower country; Bill of 
the houſes of decent afpe& thickly ſpread through ll tr 
the ſcene; the diviſion and cultivation of the fields; WM cu 
and, in ſhort, the whole aſſemblage of objects wi- th 
thin this ſegment of the horizon, —have ſuch an ef- lat 


5 fect upon the ſpectator who views them, for the ſirſt WM ha 
if time, and has any taſte for the beauties of cultivated Bl jo) 

; nature, that, if he has heard of the Roman excl» v. 
i mation at fight of the Tay, Ecce Tiberim, he wil 

a naturally reflect, that its banks, and its ſtream, even | 
4 then beautiful in the eyes of Romans, as thoſe of lat. 
15 their favourite Tyber, muſt now be richer; more ſup 
. ö beauteous and more magnificent than the deſolated WM int 
1 : « des of that once ſplendid and celebrated river. ing 
14 52475 ö I inte 
5 I sTILL recolle&, that, when T formerly heard the 
+þ Perth mentioned, as in a northern ſituation; and, Wi ſoci 
bY in ſome manner, the mouth of the Highlands ; I uſed Wil occ: 
i to fancy, in my ignorance of the character of the Wi as v 
k k eircumjacent country, that all around muſt be com 
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neſs, barrenneſs, and wildneſs. I ſuppoſed, that 
no language, except the Gaelic, could be ſpoken in 
theſe regions; that the manners could. diſplay no- 
thing but Gaelic rudeneſs, and ſimplicity; and that 

along time was yet to elapſe, before cultivation and 


"ne lf ingenious induſtry could eſtabliſh themſelves in this 
1 of quarter. 80 ignorant, through a negligence of en- 
des; Wl quiring after what we can moſt eaſily learn, —are 
Ty; often the inhabitants of one part of a narrow coun- 


try, concerning the circumſtances of thoſe who oc- 
cupy the other! I was very agreeably ſurpriſed,” 
therefore, to behold the ſtate, of this part of Scot». 
land ſo very advantageoully different from what 1 
had careleſsly fancied it to be. It was a mixture of 
joy, of aſtoniſhment, and of ſhame which I kel. 
when I firſt viewed it, Zak 


ABouT ten in the evening, or perhaps ſomewhat. 
later, we reached Campbell's inn, in Perth. We 
ſupped haſtily. I took leave of my agreeable, and. 
intelligent fellow-travellers ; who were next morn- 
Ing to proceed, in the ſame fying chaiſe ; while I 
intended ſpending a few days in Perth. I had found 
them ſo much more amiable and obliging than any 
ſociety I had expected to meet with, upon ſuch an 725 
occaſion, that I could not help ſecretly regretipg, | 
as we parted, that they were my nn and 
companions only for a day. | 
H2 S_ 
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PERTH. 


IN Perth I had intended to ſpend wit eight or ten 
days; but was unexpectedly ſo much pleaſed with 


the place, and with the ſociety which it afforded, 


that I fondly lingered here, till I had almoſt con. 
ſumed the whole time which I 10 ee for 
bis little mr 

No W ee more to detain me 
here, than my acquaintance with Mr M' Omie of 
the Academy of Perth, in conſequence of an intro- 
duction to him which I had been fortunate enough 
to obtain, in a viſit to this place, on the preceding 


year. In him I found a Ciceroni, fo obligingly at. 
tentive and communicative, that, upon reflexion, 1 


I am rather ſurpriſed that I could ſo ſoon prevail 
with myſelf to forego the advantage of his atten- 


tions, than vexed that I loitered here, till the ſeaſon | 


moſt favourable for travelling, was almoſt elapſed, 


Az 
* g „ 
4 


' | SINCE it happened fo, and I had opportunities of 


learning more concerning this, than concerning 
many of the other places which J viſited ; I ſhal 
enter more in detail, into an account of the circum- 
ſtances of this city, than it would, OY _— 
been "__ for me to do. r 


1 
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Nor that the reader of theſe obſervations is here 
to ſuppoſe me about to begin a minute inveſtigation 


en of the antiquities of Perth; or a painful ſtatement 
th of particular facts concerning the various cirrum- 
d, ſtances of its preſent condition. I ſhall fatisfy my- 
n. ſelf with exhibiting thoſe more general facts, as well 
for in the hiſtory of its riſe and progreſs, as concerning 


its preſent ſtate, which if they do not ſo well ex- 
plain particular parts, yet give a more 10. idea of 
the tout. enſemble. | 


already obſerved, on a variety of accidental and a- 
nomalous circumſtances. The ford of a river; the 
cell of a hermit; the inacceſſibility of a mount; the 


on, protection of a caſtle; the fertility of a plain; the 
vail plenteous fiſhery on a ſea-coaſt, or at the mouth of 
ten- a river; or perhaps the vicinity of a regal court, of 
ſon the houſehold of ſome rich and powerful lord, or of 


ſome opulent and hoſpitable abbey, - are among the 


of cities of modern Europe is ta be referred. Rome 
ning was founded on the banks of a river; Conſtantino- 


ple is beautifully and advantageouſly ſituated at the 


cluſter of iſlets which promiſed protection to the 
poor refugees who fled thither from ſhe rage and 


 rapine 


Tux origin of Towns and Cities depends, as I have 


cauſes to which the riſe of moſt of the towns and 


mouth of a ſtreight; Paris is watered by the Seine; 
London by the Thames; Venice was raiſed on k 


N. 
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rapine of the Gothic conquerors' of Italy. Many of 
the cities on the Eaſtern ſhore of the Arabic Gulph 
owe their origin to the ſanity of ſome hermits; à. 
round whoſe cells or tombs the inhabitants of. the. 
neighbouring country eagerly aſſembled to fix their 
reſidence. Various towns in England have ariſen 
on the ground occupied by Roman camps. In Scots 
land, Edinburgh, Stirling, Dunbarton ſeem to have 
been founded by people who flocked to enjoy the 
protection of their reſpective caſtles. 0 


Max of theſe varied circumſtances may have 
concurred to favour the firſt founding of the city 
of Perth. A ſtory has been related by ſome of our 
ancient hiſtorians, and careleſsly copied by ſome late 

compilers, of a city which once ſtood at ſome diſ- 
tance northward from the ſituation of the- preſent 
Perth; but being ſwept away by a flood, was here 
rebuilt. For the truth of this ſtory, no evidence 
appears, in the circumſtances of the ground where 
the ancient city, Bertha, is ſaid to have ſtood, or in 
the authentic documents of our hiſtory. However, 
as Perth ſtands in a fituation, by which there was 


probably an early intercourſe between the countries 21 

tying on the northern, and thoſe on the ſouthern 

fide of the Tay; as the fertility of the adjoining 

plains would naturally invite cultivation aſſoon as 01 
to 


even the ſimpleſt arts of huſbandry were known: 


* 
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as the abundance of the fiſhes in the river would af- 
ford ſuſtenance to people ignorant of huſbandry, or 
averſe from the regular, continued induſtry which 
it requires :—1 ſhould conclude from all theſe facts, 


that ſame ſort of town muſt have been founded 


nearly in this ſituation very ſoon after the inhabi- 
tants of the northern parts of our iſland firſt began 
to accuſtom themſelves to habits of ſettled life, I 
do not recollect, that any monument, or record, re- 
preſents this as a place of any note in the days of 
the Romans. But, it ſhould ſeem, that Perth had, 
at leaſt, been founded, ſoon after the Romans had 


in their diſtreſs, retired from Britain; and the Pits 


poured down from the northern, and the north- 
eaſtern parts of Scotland, over the fertile tracts be- 
tween the Tay and the Forth, and between the 


Forth and the Tweed. When the Pictiſh princes 


had forſaken the vicinity of Inverneſs, and had fix- 
ed their reſidence at Forteviot, and perhaps occa« 
ſionally at Kinroſs; there might poſſibly be a Ferry 
at Perth, in conſequence of which it would be fre- 
quented by a conſiderable concourſe of people, and 
would become a favourable ſituation for the artilas, | 
and the merchant. Ei 


Wuzn the advantages of the ſituation had been 
once accidentally diſcovered, enow would be glad 
to avail — of them. The Romiſh clergy 

0 had 
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had a remarkable ſagacity in diſtinguiſhing the moſt 
advantageous ſituations in every country in which 

they eſtabliſhed themſelves, and a wonderful inge. 
nuity and alertneſs in appropriating thoſe ſituations; 

Sand, they appear to have had at leaſt one reli 

gious houſe at Perth, at a very early period in the 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of Scotland. I know not that 
there was ever a royal palace in Perth. But, the 
eſtabliſhment of an abbey and the occaſional reſi- 
dence of the court at Scone, would naturally have 

the effect to increaſe the population of Perth. 


As a ſea- port, a ſtrong town, and the reſidence 
of clergy, it was natural, that reſpectable inhabi. 
tants ſhould be attracted to it; and that its citi- 
zens ſhould by their induſtry, attain to ſome de- 
gree of opulence. Its natural circumſtances were 
fuch as to enable the burghers to avail themſelves 
fully of municipal privileges, when theſe came to 
be conferred. It came to be frequently viſited by 
our ancient princes ; and ſeveral of the nobility and 
other proprietors of lands were induced to build 
themſelves houſes here; which, however, mean now, 
would at the time of their erection appear ſtately 


palaces. 


| Wzsr, and that but a ſmall diſtance from the 
' preſent town ſtood the famous monaſtery to which 
| James 
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James I. retired, when, in diſtruſt of his humbled, dit. 
contented nobility, he diſbanded his army, in order 
to ſeclude them from his preſence; but, was, not- 
withſtanding, murdered with a ferocity worthy of 
the turbulent, uncivilized manners of thoſe times, 
The monaſtery had been erected long before this e- 
vent; but, at what particular period I have not 
learned, Long before this time, the town of Perth 
makes a conſpicuous figure in the Scottiſh hiſtory, 
under the name of St John's Town. Perth was, 1 
think, garriſoned by the Engliſh, at the time when, 
uncer their Edwards, they made ſuch vigorous, but 
fruitleſs efforts to ſubdue Scotland. Several of the 
martial adventures of the famous Sir William Wal- 
ace are underſtood to have paſſed here. 


AzouT the æra of the Reformation, I ſhould ſup- 
poſe Perth to have been a conſiderable burgh : for 
its citizens diſcovered an eager abhorrence of the 
inſtitutions of Popery, and an enthuſiaſm for refor- 
mation, by which they would hardly have diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves, if they had been only a few poor 
peaſants dependent chiefly on the neighbouring land- 
holders. Municipal privileges alone, without trade 
and perhaps manufacture to give wealth and perſo. 
nal conſequence, could never have inſpired that 
herce ſpirit of liberty which they then diſplayed. 
it is probable, indeed, that they had nn, ſuf- 

Vol. I. 1 fered 
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66 JOURNEY THROUGH 
fered Moch from che haughtineſs of the regular 


clergy among them; while at the ſame time, they 
might have occaſion to ſee much in the morals of 


thoſe eccleſiaſtical lords, that had no tendency to in- 


creaſe their reſpe& for their authority, Many of | 


the remarkable tranſactions which attended the eſta. 
bliſhment of the Reformed Religion in Scotland, 


' paſſed in this city. Here was the rude eloquence of 


Knox thundered out with peculiar vehemence and 
ſucces. Actuated by a rage againſt ſuperſtition 


which his harran gues had inſpired, the inhabitants 


of Perth, and others whom the zeal of religion had, 
at the time aſſembled here, proceeded to acts of vio- 
lence againſt the prieſts, and the ceremonies and the 
monuments of Romiſh ſuperſtition, which rendered 


al reconciliation impoſſible between the contending 


parties. Here paſſed ſome of the moſt important 
tranſactions of the congregation. 14 


Here {till ſtands the famous houſe belonging to 
the Gowrie family, the conſpiracy of one of whom 
againſt the life of King James VI. is ſtill one of the 


moſt myſterious events in the Scottiſh hiſtory. The 


plot muſt either have been long before concerted,— 
or elſe the reſult of ſudden impulſe. Either Gowrie 
muſt have been watching for an opportunity to get 
James into his hands; or elſe the idea of uſing vio- 
lence againſt his ſovereign may have been ſuggeſted 
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by the ſudden occurrence of a favourable occaſion. - 


"> 
ey But, Gowrie was the favourite of the clergy, and 
of f the Engliſh, who then intermeddled much in the 
in. management of Scottiſh affairs. James was ohnox- 
of WH ious to Elizabeth, as her neighbour, and heir. ap- 
ta. parent; and to his furiouſly zealous Preſbyterian 
id, ſubjects, on account of the lenity which he then ex- 
'of erciſed towards his Roman Catholic ſubjects, that 


he might win the Roman Catholic party in Eng- 
land and their ſupporters abroad, to favour his ac- 


'on 

nts ceſſion to the Engliſh throne. Gowrie was connec- 

ad, ted, more or leſs, with the Engliſh, and was the 

i0- idol of the Preſbyterian Clergy. It was therefore 


| natural alike for him to favour. the views of the 


the | 
red Engliſh, and to adopt the prejudices of the clergy, 
ing —and for them to quaſh the evidence of his conſpi- 

racy, and to palliate his guilt. I am even inclined 


to ſuſpect, that there might be a double conſpiracy 
of which Gowrie was the head. Upon the late oc- 
caſion of the murder of the king of Sweden, there 
was a double plot. One part of the conſpirators 
vere ignorant of the combination and the purpoſes 
of the others: only two or three of their leaders 


The \ 

ja had communication with both parties. In the ſame 
els manner I ſhould ſuppoſe, that, in the caſe of Gow- | 
get rie's conſpiracy, there might be two branches of 


the plot, both centering in Gowrie, and conneQted \, | 
with each other, only through him. By his death 
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the connection was deſtroyed. Only a few of the 
meaner agents were diſcovered. Theſe Having had 
no intercourſe in the matter of the conſpiracy with 
the other and probably the more conſiderable party, 
eould not betray them. They were wiſe enough to 
keep their own counſel. They ſatisfied themſelves 
with ridiculing, the tale as falſe, and with labouring | 
to perſuade James, that he had been miſtaken when 
he fancied, that his life was threatened. It ſeems 
probable, that Gowrie's intention was either to con- 
vey James to England, or having made himſelf a 
maſter of his perſon, to uſurp his authority; which 

he might have been enabled to maintain himſelf 1 in, 


„ CC 


[= 


through the aid: of the RO | Wh 
A FooLIsr ſtory is related by ſomebody, as 2 hi 
proof of Gowrie's innocence, that he was engaged ll th 


to partake of a wedding-dinner with the Dean of hi: 
Guild, on the day on which James came to Perth; M 
that, upon hearing of the king's approach, he chan- act 
ved colour, and ſeemed uneaſy that he was not pre- 
pared to give his Majeſty a ſuitable reception ; but, 
was at length perſuaded by the Dean of Guild, to 
accept his entertainment, and have it carried to his 
own houſe for the uſe of the king and his atten- 
dants.— But, that I cannot ſee, that the circum- 
ſtances of this ſtory tend, in any degree, to excul- 
pate Gowrie. 'R was 1 for him to ſhew ſome 
emotion 


So” 
= 


emotion at hearing of the king's approach, if he had 
ſhould offer, of murdering, or making him priſoner. 


1 in order to prevent all ſuſpicion of his pur- 


NS nobleman of high accompliſhments. He had travel- 
n- led, and proſecuted his ſtudies with great ſucceſs 


and applauſe in foreign Univerſities. 


TRE conteſt which followed between James and 
| his clergy, after this event, is remarkable in the ec- 
clefiaſtical hiſtory of Scotland, and at the ſame time 


his life, or to thank God for his efcape. The famous. 
Mr Robert Bruce, with ſome others, were, on this 
account baniſhed to England. 


re- 
ut, Gowx1z Houſe is one of the moſt remarkable old 
to (i buildings in Perth. It is now commonly occupied 
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before intended to ſeize the firſt opportunity, that 


It was artful to aſſume the air of being taken by 4 


Ir is agreed by all, that Ai was a N | 


highly ridiculous. James could not prevail with 
them to allow that an attempt had been made upon 


by ſome companies of artillery. The ftaircaſe on 


en- which Gowrie was killed; the window through 
im- which James when ſtruggling with an aſſaſſin, called 


to his attendants for aſſiſtance; and that through 
which he made his eſcape, when he fled from the 
| as hed 
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fury of the populace, are afliduouſly ſhewn to firans | 
gers. Gowrie had great influence 1 — citi· 


zens of Perth. 


AFTER Janes acceſſion to the Engliſh throne, 
the nobles, the clergy, and the municipal corpora. 
tions of Scotland loſt much of their former influ. 
ence upon the government. The ſovereign was, 
before, but little exalted above them, and was often 


dependent, in a great meaſure on their generoſity, 
for means to ſupply the expences of his court. But, 


his rank was now greatly elevated, his hands were 


ſtrengthened, and more ample reſoutces opened to 
enable him to ſupport, without their aid, the ſplen- 
dour of royalty. Scotland ſank into a dead calm. 
Its civil turbulence was huſhed ; and the progreſs of 
civility and induſtry ſeems to have, for a while, 


ſtood ſtill in it. Perth could hardly gain, while the 


reſt of the kingdom was loſing : Although it ſeems 
probable that even then, Perth was of ſome conſi- 
nen, as a trading te town. 


| Wee, cies the Revolution, the Scots began to 


awake to the improvement of induſtry, and to put 
forth, their ancient energy of character ; Perth was 
not behind the reſt of the country, in taking advan- 


tage of the happy conſequences of that great event. 


1 know not whether the citizens of Perth diſcovered 
any 
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any remarkable averſion from the Union. But, 1 
ſuſpect, that they, no leſs than the trading towns, 
found no reaſon to rejoice in its immediate effects. 


By theſe, I believe, that, while the Scots were 
gainers, Scotland loſt. Its more ingenious and en- 
terpriſing youth were attracted to ſeek their fortune 
in England. Its nobles and richer proprietors of 
land repaired to pay their court to their Sovereign, 
to attend their duty in Parliament, or to join the 
circles of pleaſure and faſhion. Its foreign trade 0 
was abſolutely ſwallowed up in that of England. 
And, its riſing manufactures, wherever they were 
Jof a nature to contend with any ſimilar eſtabliſh. 
ments in England, fell before them. Yet, let it not 
be ſuppoſed, that I mean to cenſure the wiſdom of | 
the Union of the two kingdoms. Several of thoſe 
events would have taken place, in conſequence of 
their vicinity, and of the ſuperior political impor- 
tance, and the more advanced civilization of Eng- 
land, although the Union had not been accompliſh. _ 
ed. And, they have been all richly compenſated - 
by advantages which this country has received from 
the Union. In conſequence of this event, the opu- 
lence, the civilization, and the induſtry of the one 
country have become common to it with the other: 
While their intereſts were divided, their mutual 
emulation was expreſid — in obſtructing each 

5 „cher“ 5 
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other's views, than in any generous conteſt of im. 
provement. Their union has gradually ſoftened the + 


animoſity of national rivalry, and left them diſpoſed 
to contend only in fair and generous arts. Form- 
ing by the union, one compact body, their joint po- 
litical importance among the nations of Europe, has 
thus been mightily increaſed. Formerly, they might 
have been, with propriety, compared to thoſe mon- 
ſtrous human forms Which have ſometimes, been 
ſeen, having two heads, and two pair of ſhoulders | 
to one ſet of limbs. Now, they reſemble one man- 
ly, and well-proportioned figure, in which every 
part bears a juſt and narural proportion to the reſt, 
and contributes to its ſtrength and beauty. Inſtead 
of contending in branches of induſtry, for the cul. 
tivation of which the country enjoys natural or ac. 
quired advantages above the other; each has now 
its proper part; and a beneficial interchange of mas 
nufactures and natural productions is carried on be. 
tween the two countries. Beſides, virtue, wealth, 
induſtry, and refinement reſemble water, in that they 
always tend to a level: No ſooner have they been 
raiſed to a certain height in one country, than they | 
immediately tend to ſpread themſelves out over the 
countries contiguous to it: This is a certain phe | 
nomenon in the hiſtory of ſociety ; But various ob- Zn 
ſtructions, to oppoſe, as ſo many dykes, this diffu- 
Lon of civility : Now, ſuch preciſely was the gy 
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of the diviſion of this iſland of Britain into two ſe- 


Ne : 

bo + parate kingdoms : By their ſubjection to the ſame 
ol - monarch, this diſadvantage was far from being en- 
= tirely removed: It continued till the union had 


made the Scots and the Engliſh one people; and 
even after the union, till all had learned to accuſtom 
themſelves to this intimacy of political connection. 
How has Scotland been lately enriched by Engliſh 
manufacturing capitals, brought down to ſituations 
in Scotland where they can be employed to rener 
n than in England — m 


4 iT is not yet too late to mention, although in my 
ad hafte to look forward to the union, I neglected to in- 
= troduce it in its proper place, that in the midſt of 
4, che confuſion and diſtreſs which our civil wars in 
ohe laſt century ſpread over Britain, Perth was con- 
= liderably benefited by the ſettlement of a good num- 
be, der of Cromwel!'s officers and ſoldiers in it. On the 


ſouth fide of the town, there ſtill appear the remains 
of ſome works erected by Cromwell. Thoſe of his 
army who remained in Perth were the ſick and 
wounded who could not follow the reſt back to Eng- 
land. They taught the citizens of Perth to im- 
prove their modes of life by the practice of ſeveral 
Engliſh arts, and excited among them, a ſpirit of | 
induſtry, 5 | 7 5 
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Tas rebel army, under the Earl of Mar is well 
known to have remained a conſiderable time in 
Perth, in the year 1715. There was conſequently 
a great quantity of money expended here, upon that 
- occaſion, as well by that army, as by the concourſe 
of people whom their reſidence attracted hither. 


From that period, Perth and the adjoining coun- | 
try were long regarded as of ſuſpicious loyalty. This 
made Perth a permanent ſtation, in a manner, for 
foldiers. The citizens, whatever they might gain 
by the neceſſary expenditure of the ſoldiers and their 
officers, were far from fond of thoſe gueſts, A 
ſquabble would, now and then, ariſe. In one in- 
ſtance, a dancing maſter, I think, was killed by an 
officer. The citizens and their magiſtrates fearing 
that the murder might be over- looked, or the mur. 
derer pardoned by Government, neglected the uſu - 
al forms, and in great haſte, tried, condemned, and 
executed him by their own authority. This, we 
may be ſure, did not tend to make their loyalty, 
and ſubmiſſion to the laws, leſs ſuſpicious. Nor was 
this an expedient by which they could rid themſelves wh 


of the cant ceſs 
| | oe kin 

Havinc been civilized and inſtructed in ſeveral WI was 
of the uſeful arts by Cromwells ſoldiers; having the 


been enriched: by Mar's army; Perth. was to owe in! 
* 9 by 
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1 Its farther improvement to another æra of rebellion 
in and civil war. Till towards the middle of the pre- 
ly ſent century, a conſiderable number, I believe of 


the inhabitants, eſpecially of the northern parts of 
Scotland, were rather diſſatisſied under the ſway of 
the houſe of Hanover. , Government, again, were 
jealous of their loyalty. Induſtry, was little diffuſed 
through Scotland in- general. The feudal manners 
were, ſtill in ſome meaſure preſerved. The hereditary 


or juriſdictionof the Highland chiefs had no favourable 
in influence On the police or civil order of the country. 


cir Through theſe means was the progreſs of civiliza- 
tion retarded, The country remained poor; and its 


{ ſcanty population hardly increaſed. All theſe cir- 
cumſtances, together with others related to theſe, 
contributed to give hopes to the factious great at 
home, to the exiled royal family, and to their fo- 
reign friends, and our foreign enemies, that a change 
might yet be effeted-in our government, and the 
heirs male of the Stewart line re-eſtabliſhed on the 
Britiſh throne. Advantage was therefore taken of a 
time when we were deeply engaged in foreign war; 
when our antagoniſts were powerful; and our ſuc- 
ceſs various. The latent ſparks of rebellion were 
kindled up into a flame. The young Pretender 
was perſuaded to try his fortune in Scotland: and 
the unhappy buſineſs of the year 1715, was repeated 
in 1745- The year 1745 was howeyer fortunate to 
K 2 : Perth, 
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Perth. The progreſs of armies, while ruinous to a 
country, 1s often beneficial to certain individuals, 
and to particular places. I know of more than one 
reſpectable private family, who may date the riſe of 
their wealth and conſequence from the time when 
the Engliſh purſued the rebellious Highlanders to 
Culloden. Perth was in the ſame manner conſider. 
ably enriched if not by the expences of the rebel, 
yet by thoſe of the loyal army. The eyes of its in- 
habitants were opened to ſee, that they might thrive | 
by trade and induſtry. A ſpirit of exertion was 
rouſed, which has, ever ſince, been waxin go more vi. 
gorous and more active. | 


TERRE are only two ways of reducing a turbu. 
Jent people to order; either by civilizing, or by ex- 
terminating them. The meaſures which had been 
hitherto uſed with the people of Scotland ſavoured 
more of the latter than of the former of theſe expe- 
dients. A different plan of conduct was now adopt - 
ed by government. The heritable juriſdictions 

were aboliſhed; and the lower orders ſubjected to a 
Juriſdiction more benign in its aſpect, more falu- 
tary in its influence. The revenue of the forfeited 
eſtates was employed in promoting the improvement 
of the country: and on thoſe eſtates, improvements 
of planting, of incloſure, of hve-ſtock, of crops, er 


and of tillage were attempted, which, by their ſuc- WW prc 
cels, 
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ecfs, ſerved as examples to invite the imitation of 


2 

, the farmers and the proprietors of the lands conti- 
ne guous. It was in this part of the kingdom chiefly, 
of that theſe happy changes took place. The improve- 
en ments of the circumjacent country neceſſarily ex- 
to tended their influence to Perth, as a market, and a 


ſea· port town. Although long in the third ran 
of the Royal Burghs of Scotland, it had been ſo 
ſmall in the beginning of the preſent century, that 
its inhabitants, as I have been told, compoſed only 
one congregation. But, the linen manufacture be- 

ing now introduced here; and the circumſtances | 
of the country requiring a greater number of the 
| common artiſans, and a larger ſupply of the articles 
of import; its numbers were now rapidly multi- 


ex- plied, and its buildings extended, and conſtructed 
een in a ſtyle of greater convenience and elegance. Since 
red that period I know not that any unfavourable cauſes 
pe- have ariſen to arreſt or retard its progreſs. And, I 
pt- ſuppoſe, that it. never was in a more thriving con» 
ons dition than at preſent. While the Highlands of 


Scotland continue to improve, Perth muſt unavoid- 


QA 
u- Wl ably thrive. And it is eaſy to ſee, that its flouriſh- 
ted ing mult be of en to the AY ne | 


THe eee and 15500 of Perth are, for the aer } 
er part, diſpoſed in a regularity of plan, which 
proves them not to. be of the moſt remote antiquity, 

* 


*y TY 
„ 
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It is indeed true, that the level ſituation, pehag ſin⸗ 


gularly favourable to regularity, might, even from 


the firſt, give this an advantage over many of our 
old burghs. Several parallel ſtreets run in a direc. 
tion parallel with the river, as far as a right can bear 
this relation to a curve line, nearly between Eaft 


and Weſt. Theſe are again interſected by others 
extending, between North and South. It ſhould 


ſeem, that anciently particular ſtreets were inhabited, 


each by a particular claſs of Artiſans. The names, 
ſtill preſerved, indicate as much. The ſhop-keepers 
or merchants occupied one ſtreet : the weavers ano: } 


ther : the hammermen a third : and other crafts oc- 
cupied, in the fame manner, each a ſeparate ſtreet, 


Many of the houſes in that ſtreet called the Wa. 
ter-Gate, ſeem to be very old buildings. Toward: 


the ſouthern end of the Water. Gate ſtands the fa 


mous palace of the Gowrie family, above mention- 


ed. The buildings in the High- Street have probably 


been often renewed ſince the origin of the city. l 
do not recollect that may of them have a r an: 


e aſpect. 


. are ſtill, or at leaſt MOM were, I believs 


ſome houſes or parts of houſes conſtructed ſolely of 


wood. There was a time when maſonry was an art 
far from common among our anceſtors; | and they 


* 
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were even little ſkilled in quarrying and hewing | 


4 ſtones. They knew no medium between huts of 
ar turf or looſe ſtones, and caſtles of ſtrength to reſiſt 
c an hoſtile attack, the builders of which were often 
ar foreign maſons, When cities came to- be formed, 
it and houſes of decent ſtructure, — neither huts nor 
r; WJ cafiles,—to be erected in them; wooden ſtages or 


1d whole houſes were a contrivance which afforded 
d, greater elegance and convenience than mere huts, 
es yet required not the pains and expence of fabrics of 


ſtone. In thoſe days, our natural woods had not 
yet exhauſted; timber was therefore eaſily obtained; 
wood was employed as a material for many of the 
moſt ordinary utenſils; and the art of working it 
was therefore more generally practiſed than that of 
working ſtone. Hence ſeems to have originated 
the faſhion of thoſe wooden houſes, ſeveral of which 
ſtill remain in towns, here and there, as monuments 
of the ſtate of the arts among our anceſtors, and of 
the modes of life which they followed. Another 
| circumſtance which might contribute to eſtabliſh this 
faſhion in many places, was the ſcarcity of lime, 
and the unſkilfulneſs of the ancient inhabitants of 
this country, after the Roman arts were loſt, in for- 
ming mortar. | 


Taz Church in which John Knox harangued, ſtill + 
ſtands, and is now divided into three, named the 


70 JOURNEY THROUGH 5 
eaſt, the middle, and the weſt kirks. The eaſt kirk 
has not very many years ſince, been very hand- 
ſomely modernized within. There is an old hoſpi- 
tal, a conſiderable building, the founding of which is, 
if I recollect right, aſcribed to King James VI. The 
Town-Houſe ſhuts up the eaſtern end of the High. 
ſtreet. Meeting the high-ſtreet at right angles, to- 
wards its eaſtern extremity, —and continuing the 
Water-Gate northward, is George's Street, conſiſt- 
ing of new houſes regularly built in a very hand- 
ſome ſtyle. At the northern end of this ſtreet, and 
joining it on the weſtern ſide, nearly at right ang: 
les, is Charlotte's Street, built in a ſtyle of equal or 
greater neatneſs and elegance. A plan has been pro- 
poſed by Mr Anderſon, proprietor of the. ground, 
for a New Town, to be built at a ſmall diſtance 
weſtward from Charlotte's ſtreet, and preciſely I be. 
lieve, where once ſtood the monaſtery of the Black 
- Friars in which James I. was murdered. 


ApJoinins to the angle formed by the junction 
of Charlotte's Street with George's Street, ſtands the 
bridge not many years fince, thrown over the Tay, 
at Perth. The communication at this place, be- 
tween the northern and the ſouthern banks of this 
river was formerly by an wooden bridge. This 
was very unſuitable to the depth and width of the 
river, and to the throng of paſſengers who had cot 

| | _ 
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tinual occaſion to paſs it. This ſtately bridge of 
ſtone was therefore projected and reared at the ex- 
pence of about five and twenty thouſand pounds 
ſterling. Government contributed liberally out ot 
the revenue of the forfeited eſtates for the execution 
of this uſeful public work. The magiſtrates of Perth 
advanced what the Burgh-Funds could afford. A 
large ſum was raiſed by a ſubſcription. And, the 
late Earl of Kinnoul, a man whoſe name is never 
to be mentioned without praiſe, procured a loan, 
upon the credit of a Toll to be levied, which made 
ud what farther was wanted to defray the expence 
of the bridge. The deht thus contracted has ſince 
been repaid, and the toll aboliſhed. This bridge | 
conſiſts of nine ſtately. arclies. The meaſurements 
of its length and breadth I have forgotten. It is 
truly a fine ſtructure ; but would have been more 
ſo, if the breadth. had admitted of a foot-path on 
the northern, as there is on the ſouthern ſide. . 


Tux Tax over which this bridge is thrown, and 
on the ſouthern bank of which the city of Perth 
ſtands, is truly a noble river. It riſes in Braiĩdal- 
bane, on the frontiers of Lorne. Before it has ad. 
vanced many miles from its ſource, its ſtream is con- 
ſiderably augmented by the acceſſion of ſeveral ſmall | 
rills. Soon after, it diffuſes its waters into a ſmall 

Vo. I. | L Fe lake 


FRIT® 
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lake, called Loch Dochart; and indeed.the river 
irſelf there bears rather the name of the Dochart. 
Continuing its courſe from Loch Dochart, it ſoon 
again expands into another lake. Out of this it 
proceeds to Killin, {till bearing, if I remember right, 
the name of the Dochart. Here it meets with ano- 


ther river which flows hither by a more north. eaſt. 


erly courſe. Their waters are diffuſed into the fa- 
mous Loch Tay, fixteen miles in length. Iſſuing 
from this ſpacious lake, at Kenmore, the Tay. is ſoon 


after increaſed by the acceſſion of the Lyon. It pro- 


ceeds onward in an eaſtern direction through Athol, 


receiving, as it advances, all the waters in the coun- 
try, till at Logierait it is joined by the large river of 


Tummel. Here it bends to the ſouth,” and advan- 


cing about eight miles, reaches Dunkeld ; whence 


taking a more northern direction, it continues its 
courſe towards Perth; being as it: advances, till 


augmented. by the acceſſion of various tributary 


ſtreams; the moſt conſiderable of which is the Al- 


mond. At Perth it turns to the ſouth-eaſt, and re- 
ceiving, as it proceeds, the waters of the Earne, 


paſſes by Abernethy, once the capital of the Pictiſſ 


kingdom. Soon after this, it expands itſelf to the 


breadth of three miles. Contracting its breadth, as 


it approaches Send it n opens into the Ger- 


man Ocean. ö 
/ guct 


W 


— 
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ZB is the noble river, on the ſouthern bank of 
which, where it has increaſed into a vaſt body of 
water, and not a great many miles above where it 
diſcharges itſelf into the ocean, Perth is advanta- 
geouſly ſituated. A perſon acquainted with the ge- 
neral character of great rivers, and with their influ- 
ence in determining the aſpe& and the fertility. of 
the diſtricts through which they paſs, - might readi- 
ly,—without farther knowledge of the local circum- 
ſtances, than what is conveyed in this account of 
the courſe of the Tay, and of the ſituation of Perth 
upon it, —conclude the city to ſtand amid delightful 
ſcenery, and to enjoy moſt of the advantages which 
natural circumſtances afford, for 0 promotion of 
trade and induſtry. 


Ir Perth and its 3 ſcenery preſent an 
aſſemblage of fine objects to the traveller approach- 
ing from the ſouth, as he croſſes the northern ſhoul- 
der of Moncrief. hill; the proſpect though leſs ex- 
tenſive, and leſs crowded, is, however, little leſs 
pleaſing, from any ſtation immediately around the 
town,—lt is pleaſing to caſt the eye upwards from 
the bridge, upon the courſe of the river. On the 
northern bank appears a ſeries of villas, gardens, 
{mall parks ſurrounded, or at leaſt partly ſurround- | 
ed with trees, with here and there a little clump of 
xiſing wood, and here and there a cluſter of meaner 

L 2 houſes. 
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the ſouthern bank lies the fine level plain, called the 


edges of this plain, a few of the citizens are perhaps 
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"A 


houſes. In the mean time, two or three ſmall boaty 
are perhaps paddling on the river ; and, it may be, 
that the fiſhermen are buſy with their nets. On 


North Inch, (in relation to the South Inch), white 
half-over with linens which the waſherwomen are 
buſy in ſpreading out, or taking up: round the 


ſtrolling careleſsly : trees of a moderate height, mark 
the line upon the left, where the level ſurface gently n 
ſwells, as it recedes ſouthward from the river: be- u 
yond theſe trees, on the riſing ground, are gardens, c| 
from which the people of the town are fupplied with ſic 
ſummer-fruits and pot-herbs : ſtill farther to the ri. 
ſouth-weſt are rich corn-fields, and, if I remember th 


right, within the limits of the proſpect, the enchant. Wi 
ingly ſituated houſe of Fewe. Farther up the ſtream, ¶ ric 
on the ſame ſide, are meadows and corn fields ſur- ſo 
rounded with rows of trees, and partly within ſight, Ml ti: 
ſeveral houſes of a decent aſpect, and ſeats wy manu · Wl {ce 
facturing induſtry, Is | 
1 . | = the 

Ir the ſpectator, ſtill keeping his ſation on the ¶ vc! 
Bridge, now turn to mark the courſe of the ſtream, as Wl not 
it runs on, eaſt by ſouth, he has, on his right hand, a Wl liſt 
back view of one of the lines of houſes which compoſe lf thi: 
George's. Street; (objects, I grant, not otherwiſe plea- Wt o 
ext 


ling than by the aflociated ideas of the comforts of ſo- 
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cial, civilized life which they ſuggeſt.) Carrying his 
eye farther on the ſame ſide, he has a glimpſe of the 


Ie, 
Jn ſouth-eaſtern edge of the South Inch; and the eye reſts 
on the north-eaſtern ſide of Moncrief-hill. On the 


river are numbers of veſlels of various ſizes, to the 
burthen of two hundred tons. Perhaps the ſailors 
are buſy in diſcharging or lading a cargo; or the 
veſſels are advancing up, or moving down the river. 


apy 

uk On the north-eaſtern bank is the famous hill of Kin- 
tly noull, which, although, on other quarters it towers 
be- up, with a ſudden and precipitous elevation, here de- 


clines inſenſibly to where it bounds the river, on one 


ay 
ith fide, and till it ſinks, to the north-weſt, into the long 
the ridge which advances up the river. That part of 


this hill which is here within view, is finely clad with 
wood. Here and there are vacant ſpaces, bearing 
rich crops of corn. The church of Kinnoul, with 


Mm, 
ur ſome other houſes, and a carriage road leading to 
cht, the ſummit of the hill are alſo ſeen to diverſify the 


ſcene. Yet, I muſt acknowledge that, this ſtation 
is too near for the ſpectator to enjoy the proſpect of 
the wood to the beſt advantage. And, there is no 
very diſtant ſtation from which it can be ſeen. Iam 


liſts, is not too ſombrous for the ſituation. Along 
this bank, lower than the grounds, clad with the 
wood, runs a line of houſes, which may in time be 
extended father eaſtward. 


Tur 


not ſure that the hue of the pines of which it con- 
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TE South Inch is another ſtation from which 
an agreeable proſpect may be had, particularly of a 
part of Kinnoul-hill. Here is leſs wood, and a larger 
extent of cultivated ground on the ſide, with an 
| happily enough ſituate houſe, inhabited, I think, by 
a Mr Moncrief. The majeſtic, winding courſe cf 
the river is at the ſame time ſeen, and on its ſou- 
thern bank, a lower eminence, interpoſed before 
Moncrief-hill. The ſtranger may, with equal plea. 
ſure, ramble about and gaze around him, upon the 
other ſides of this city.—Yet, after all, it muſt be 
confeſled that as Perth is ſeated, as it were, in the 
arena of an amphitheatre, it does not afford the belt 
ſtations for ſeeing theſe environs to advantage. The 
| beſt proſpects in this tract of country, as may natu- 
rally be ſuppoſed, are to be ſeen from the towering 
peaks, and the ſwelling ridges ſcattered through it, 


Tx late Earl of Kinnoul was at the expence of 
carrying a carriage-road, from the north-eaſt end ot 
the Bridge, by a gradual, winding aſcent to the 
ſummit of Kinnoul-hill. The proſpe& from the 


ſummit of this hill, although leſs extenſive on one 


fide, is in other reſpects perhaps ſuperior to that 
which the ſummit of Moncrief hill affords. The 
vaſt plain of Strathmore, the famed Grampian 
mountains, many miles of the courſe of the Tay, 
Perth with all its environs, the coaſt of Fife and the 


Dre 
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German Ocean are all viſible from this ſituation. 

lt were endleſs to enumerate the particular objects 
which are hence to be ſeen, or even to name the 

little groups of connected objects, each forming a 
fine landſcape, into which the whole ſcene might be 
divided. Under the ſhoulder of the hill appears 
Lord Grey's Houſe, in a ſnugly ſheltered ſituation 
and if not directly oppoſite, yet within the ſame 
range of proſpect, two little iſles, formed by the 
windings of the Tay, which, in their relative pro- 
portions, and ſituation, bear a wonderfully exa& 
reſemblance to Great Britain and Ireland. Kin- 


| noul hill as well as that of Moncrief, and Dunſin- 


nane at ſome diſtance northward,—conſiſts of an aſ- 


ſemblage of columnar rocks; from which paſſion- 


ately ſyſtematic mineralogiſts might poſſibly infer 

that theſe have once been vents of volcanic fires. 
{ ſhall not ſport an inference upon the occaſion. 
This country was viſited, and the mineralogy of 
this hill examined by the famous French mineralo- 
giſt Faujas de St Fond. He found it abſolutely a 
treaſury of the foffil riches of nature. I did not 
particularly examine its mineralogy. Yet, I have 
een ſome finely poliſhed -agates from it. And 1 

have been made happy by the promiſe of a collec. 
tion of ſpecimens from the ſame quarry of minerals. 


PERTH, 
> 


| PzRTH, as I have ſaid, contained no more inha. 
bitants in the beginning of the preſent century, than 
were ſufficient to form one congregation. They 
might be ſomewhat enriched by the expences of 
Mar's army, in 1715. But, I ſuppoſe, their num- 
bers did not increaſe in any conſiderable proportion, 
till after the events of 1745. I have already obſer- 
ved that from this laſt period, they ſeem to have 
been awakened, as if from a deep fleep, and have 
been animated with a better ſpirit of activity. — Their 
trade had been hitherto very much conſined. And, 
of manufacturing induſtry and its advantages they 
had little idea. They might import from England, 
and perhaps (for I do not here ſpeak with certainty) 
from the Mediterranean and the Baltic, a few of the 
more importarit articles of neceſſity and luxury; 
and they might, in return, export ſome few ar- 
ticles : but ſtill they poſſeſſed aint but a very in. 
eonſiderable trade. | 


Tux were famous for a ſmuggling importation 
of wines ; which, through the arts by which they 
evaded payment of the duties, they were enabled to 
ſell cheaper and more genuine than the ſame wines 
could be obtained any where elſe in Scotiands. | 


Anwar HER mode of induſtry by which the citizens 


of Perth gained conſiderably, in thoſe days, was by 
carrying 


by 


ls 


carrying their goods, as pedlars or chapmen, through 
thoſe parts in the Highlands which were far diſtant 
from market towns. This ſpecies of traffic was ſuf- 
ficiently gainful ; for the chapman was always en- 


tertained with the beſt fare, with free hoſpitality z 


ind had, beſides, the advantage of ſelling his goods 
at his own price, without being injured by that ri- 
vary which reduces the profits of neighbouring ſhop- 


keepers in the ſame town. The gains of this travel- 
ling trade laid the foundation of ſome conſiderable - 


fortunes now in Perth. 


Ano here,—if ! may be allowed to aſſume, for 2 


| moment; the cloak, or hood at leaſt, of a commer- 
| cial philoſopher, —I am induced to obſerve, that 


chapmen or pedlars, are the great civilizers of coun- 
tries and nations. We learn from Cæſar and other 
Roman writers, that the travelling merchants who 
frequented Gaul and other barbarous countries, ei- 
ther newly conquered by the Roman arms, or border- 
ing on the Roman conqueſts, were ever the firſt to 
make the inhabitants of thoſe countries familiarly 
zcquainted with the Roman modes of life, and to 


inſpire them with an inclination to follow Roman fa- 


lions, and to enjoy Roman conveniencies. In North 
America, travelling merchants from the ſettlements 
lave done and continue to do much more towards 


avilizing the Indian natives, than all the Miſſiona- 


You 1 L a M f ries, 
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and will often- give in exchange any thing, of how- 


learn to diſdain the uſe of thoſe coarſe clothes, or rude 


with the new conveniencies, they inſenſibly adopt 
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ries, Papiſt or Proteſtant, who have ever been fent 


among them. There 1s reaſon to expect, that much m 
may be equally done for the civilization of the na. tr 
tives of New Holland, by chapmen travelling, with th 
ſuitable. wares from our new formed ſettlements a MW pl 
Botany-Bay. * © l th 
n | | | ju. 
NoTrinG can be more natural, than that theſe th 


things ſhould ſo happen. A rude people will hard- the 


ly go in ſearch of commodities of which they know tin 
not the names, the nature, or the value, and which 


they have little, if any money to purchaſe. Vet, when 
fuck commodities are brought among them, expo- 
fed to their view, and recommended as. faſhionable 
or uſeful; they ſeldom fail to take a fancy for them, 


ever eſſential utility, that they already poſſeſs. They 
learn to labour, that they may have means with 
which to purchaſe thoſe foreign commodities.— They 


utenſils with which they were before content. And 


that improved ſyſtem» of manners to which ſuch con- 
veniencies properly. correſpand. In the ſtage of the 
progreſs of ſociety in which this change is begun, 
no ſuch alteration could poſſibly take place, without 
the intervention of chapmen or pedlars. 


Is 
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Ir is farther to be obſerved, for the credit of this 


moſt uſeful claſs of men, that they commonly con- 


tribute, by their perſonal manners no leſs than by 
the ſale of their wares, to the reſinement of the peo- 
ple among whom they travel. Their dealings form 
them to great quickneſs of wit, and acuteneſs of 
judgment. Having conſtant occaſion to recommend 
themſelves and their goods, they acquire habits of 
the moſt obliging attention, and the moſt inſinua- 
ting addreſs. As, in their peregrinations, they have 
opportunity of contemplating the manners of various 
men and various cities; they become eminently {killed 
in the knowledge of the world. As they Wander, 
each alone, through thinly inhabited diſtricts, they 
form habits of reflexion, and of ſublime contempla- 
tion, With all theſe qualifications, no wonder, 
that they ſhould often be, in remote parts of the 
country, the beſt mirrors of faſhion, and cenſors 
of manners; and ſhould contribute much to poliſh 


| the roughneſs, and ſoften the ruſticity of our pea- 


lantry, It is not more than twenty or thirty years, 
ſince a young man going from any part of Scotland 
to England, of purpoſe to carry the pack, was conſi- 
dered, as going to lead the life, and to acquire the 
fortune of a gentleman. When, after twenty years 
abſence, in that honourable line of employment, he 
returned, with his acquiſitions to his native country, 
be was regarded as a gentleman to all intents and 


_ Purpoſes. 
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purpoſes. When he had purchaſed a little eſtate, he 


commonly made improvements, and ſet up in a tile 
of living, by which the taſte of the whole country. ſide 


was mightily corrected and refined. I believe in my 
conſcience, that at leaſt a fifth part of our fecond- 


rate gentry, whoſe gentility is not of ancient, mi. 
litary origin, may. trace it to the uſeful . of 
this deſerved claſs a citizens. 


- Bur, to trace fomewhat farther, the progreſs of 
that refinement which is begun through the mini. 
ſtration of itinerant merchants :—When curioſity, 
taſte, induſtry, and fancy have, by their ende. 
vours, been rouzed; the purchaſers of their com- 
modities learn next to meet them at fairs. By al. 
ſembling upon theſe occaſions, they become more 
ſocial in their tempers, they are taught to vie with 
one ancther in their manners and appearance, they 
gain ſome knowledge of traflic, and become acquain- 
ted with more of the conveniencies of life. The 
time of the falr becomes a period to which their 
hopes look forward, and an æra from which every 
one dates ſome increaſe or other of his perſonal im- 


portance. Every one returns home from it, too, 


with reſolutions to earn money or to prepare com- 
modities which may enable him to make greater 


purchaſes by the return 1 next fair. 
Tur 
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Tur ſpirit of induſtry and of ſocial intercourſe 
which is by theſe means ſtirred up, continues to o- 
perate, till yet more frequent meetings for the pur- 
poſes of traffic become requiſite. Markets are next 
eſtabliſhed. The chapmen became eee, 
And the improvement of the country, if not im- 
peded by the CE of oppoſite es e ra- 
pidly on. ö 1 5 


Tris is no fanciful or ludicrous deduction. The 
progreſs of induſtry, and of luxury, advances by 


| theſe very ſteps. Chapmen are undeniably of all 
that conſequence in ſociety which I have aſcribed to 


them. I know not if the Society for propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge in the Highlands andIflandg 
of Scotland, had not better employ chapmen, inſtead 
of preaching miſſionaries,—or unite the two charac 
ters of the chapman and the preaching Mn bs in 

the ſame Le | 
Bur, this Agteſfion k has been now ww out to a 
lufficient length. To what was above mentioned con- 
cerning the itinerant merchants of Perth, I ſhall add 
farther, that they uſed ſometimes to find the High- 
hnd lairds more willing to buy than to pay. Of one 
of theſe gentlemen it is related, that a chapman whe 
paid him a dunning viſit, having been courteouſly 
received, and lodged for the — in a comfortable 
bed- 
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Of linen was inſenſibly eſtabliſhed here. The Truſ- 


bed-chamber,—was ſurpriſed when he aroſe in \ the 
morning, and was thinking of demanding his money 
from the laird,—to ſee oppoſite to his window the 
dead body of a man, hanging upon a poſt or a grow: 
ing tree. He enquired. concerning this appearance 
from the firſt ſervant who entered his chamber, 'The 
ſervant told him, that it was the body of a merch. 
ant from the low country who had come to dun 
the laird for a debt he owed him; and that, the 


laird had, in a paſſion at the fellow's inſolence, or- / 
dered him to be hung up. Upon receiving this in. nin; 


formation, our chapman reſolved to take. his leave | 
of his hoſt, without mentioning the ſubject of his 
coming. The laird was pleaſed with the ſucceſs. of 
his trick; for he who hung on the tree was only 2 
man of ſtraw who had been dreſſed and hung up, of 
purpoſe that his fate might terrify the realcreditor 
from: making a troubleſome demand. 14 + 


Many of the itinerant merchants who 3 
through the Highlands, from Perth and its vicinity, 
after they had earned a competent ſum by their tra- 
velling trade, ſettled as ſhop-keepers, and brought 
a conſiderable acceflion of capital to enliven the 
induſtry of the city. A conſiderable manufacture 


tees appointed to receive the rents of the forfeited 


Ales, and to lay * out in part, for the direct 
improvement 
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improvement of the country, among their other 
efforts, —were at great pains to encourage the cul 
ture of lint, and the ſpinning of linen-yarn. | With 
the production of the raw materials, they ſhewed a 
like diſpoſition, to encourage the working of theſe 
up into manufactured goods, fit for immediate uſes 
The linen manfacture was accordingly not a little 
indebted to their cares for its . at Perth. 


Arrzx the 2 and e of. lint, Pg fins 
ning of yarn, and the weaving*of linen cloth; the 
next object was, to provide for the bleaching of the 
cloth. A bleachfield,. the firſt I believe, in this 


. neighbourhood, was eſtabliſhed by a Mr Chriſtie, 


at Tulloch, more than fifty years ſince. The ma- 
nagement of it was undoubtedly obſerved to be ſyfs 
ficiently gainful. For, after ſome time, when. the 
proprietor of this bleachfield refuſed ſome ſmall. a- 
batement in his prices which ſome of the manufac- 
turers required; it was determined to form another 
bleachfield at Luncarty, two or three miles farther 
up tho river; a ſcene famous in the martial hiſtory 
of Scotland, - | inal 


Or the ancient glories of this now buſy, ſmiling 
ſcene of peaceful induſtry, I would willingly ſay 
lomething, if I could, with certainty. The ſtory 
, tat | in the end of the tenth century, a bloody 

| _ wp 


— 
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battle was here fought between the Scots and the 


ct 
Danes who had invaded their country, and had ad- b 
vanced thus far from the eaſtern coaſt. The inva. th 
ders were defeated with great flaughter. The at 
Scots are ſaid to have been greatly indebted for al 
their victory to peaſants of the name of Hay, 2 w. 
father and two fons; who with the yokes of their 
oxen from the plough, ſtayed the flight of their 
countrymen, led them back to charge the enemy, up 
and urged on to conqueſt, The reality of this in 
event is confirmed by the circumſtances of the W 
ſcene. Artificial hillocks or barrows are ſcattered G1 
here and there over it. Some of theſe having been im 
occaſionally opened, bones, or entire ſkeletons have Ml of 
been found within them, ſometimes protected by wa 
rude ftone coffins, and ſometimes ſimply depoſited hot 


in thegcarth. An upright ſtone in one place is ſup- rat 
poſed—bit only ſuppoſed to mark the grave of &. 
the Daniſh leader. A particular ſpot {till retains ma 
the name of Danemerk. Another is diſtinguiſhed at 
by the appellation of Turn-again-Hillock, The noble fun 
families of the ſirname of Hay, ſaid to be the deſcen- Wil cin 
dents of the brave peaſants who turned the fortune Per 
of the day, in this battle, bear in their armorial en- cot 
ſigns, the inſtruments of the victory, with the motto, ſide 
Sub Jugo.— Such are the circumſtances of this ſtory- ¶ add 
I muſt confeſs, that I am not inclined to receive the I cam 
_ wholetale, with implicit credit. Thus much I think Bi was 

| certain * 
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certain, that a battle was here fought, —moſt pro- | 
bably between the Scots and the Danes; and that 
the armorial bearings of the Hays allude to ſome 
atchievements, real or ſuppoſititious, in which their 
anceſtors advantageouſly availed themſelves of ſuch 
weapons as the apparatus of the plough afforded. 


Ar the time when the formation of a bleachfield 
upon this ſcene was firſt projected, the ſurface was 


in a very rough uncultivated ſtate. The late Mr 
William Sandeman having obtained a leaſe from Mr 


Graham of Balgowan, of a ſuitable extent of ground, 
immediately began to form fields for the reception 


| of cloth, and to lead out the requiſite ſtreams of 


water in a convenient direction; built the neceſſary 
houſes, and furniſhed himſelf with the proper appa - 
ratus for bleaching. The Truſtees for Improvements 
&, pleaſed with his exertions, and with the Jaden 
manner in which he conducted them, äaſſiſted him 
at different times, with pecuniary aid from their 

funds. The linen manufacture was then advan- 


cing, no leſs through Scotland in general, than at 


Perth. His fields were ſoon clad with as much | 
cloth as they could receive. His profits were con- 
ſiderable. He extended his fields, and employed 
additional hands. As this branch of his buſineſs be- 
came more and more lucrative, the ſcene where it 
was conducted became more and more agreeable. 


Vol. I. i Be 
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He cleared, and incloſed his fields, ſcattered over 
them, as the variations of the ſurface ſuggeſted, lit. 

tle knots and belts of wood, and proſecuted his 
improvements, till he at length rendered this place 
one of the fineſt inſtances I have ſeen, of the tenden- 
cy of virtuous induſtry of any kind, to beautify the 
face of nature, and to call forth her beſt bounties. 


_ ArTxr ſome time; other ng companies Qs 
roſe, and. eſtabliſhed their works at Huntingtower 
and Ruthven. Theſe alſo have been very ſucceſsful. 


WL x the manufacture of linen continued to be 
almoſt every year extended in theſe environs, a Mr 
Macalpine, who had been manager for a printing- 
company, on the banks of the Leven, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dumbarton,—came to eſtabliſh himſelf 4 

here. He was a man of a bold, projecting genius: Bu 
but I have not underſtood, that his capital was con- 1 
ſiderable. He obtained leaſes of convenient grounds tha 
at Stormontfield and at Cromwell-Park, formed * 
the neceſſary works on à great ſcale; and actually 
gave a new animation to the induſtry of Perth and 


its neighbourhood, and by his own.efforts, and by pen 
the influence of his example, was changing the aſ- whi 
pect of the country. He entered, at the ſame time mac 


while he eſtabliſhed his bleaching- works, into very 
extenſive dealings in the purchaſe and ſale of linen- 
goods. 


Is. 


goods. But his views were too wild and magnifi- 
cent, and his capital too ſmall. To carry on his 
buſineſs, he was ſometimes obliged, I believe, to di. 
poſe of goods to difadvantage. And ſtill as his bu- 


ſineſs ſeemed to proceed, in any particular branch 


of it, with ſucceſs, his views were enlarged, and he 
conceived and attempted new projects. The reſult 
of the whole, wap, his failure after he had been only 
about three or four years in buſineſs; and that fot 
an incredibly large ſum. | 7: 
Bor, his exertions had ends contributed great- 
ly to animate, to extend, and to give a more bene- 
ficial direction to—the manufacturing induſtry of 
Perth and its environs. Although unſucceſsful for 
himſelf, he had been eminently ſucceſsful for the 
country. A few might ſuffer by his bankruptey. 
But, his greateſt debts were due to creditors in Eng- 
land. And I believe that no inconſiderable part of 
that value which he conſumed, had been laid out 
here, either about the works which he eſtabliſhed, 
or in purchaſes from the dealers about Perth. He 
ſeems to have benefited this place chiefly by ex- 
pending upon it property drawn from England, for 
which, in n n, 11 his —_— no return was 
made, N 
N 2 His 
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. of Atholl, about the beginning of the preſent cen- 
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His leaſes and the works which he had farmed c 
fell into the hands of other gentlemen ; who, by con- of 
ducting the buſineſs with more ſober caution, upon p. 
better capitals, and with equal intelligence, make fo 
them alike gainful to themſelves, 20 bepckcll to to 
the country. | is 
WIHILE theſe ſeveral eſtabliſhments for bleaching 

were formed, the manufacture of linen continued Tl 
to be annually improved and extended in its ſevera tec 
ſubdiviſions. Greater crops of fiax were raiſed. ex 
The ſeeds were more ſkilfully preſerved. The flax bu 
was better dreſſed. Larger quantities were import- ab 
ed, to make up the deficiency of that raiſed at home. WF cor 


Ihe practice of ſpinning was extenſively diffuſed BW Me 


among the inhabitants of the Highlands. The ſpin- all 


ners of ſome diſtriqs, as of Atholl, for inſtance, bee 
became more ſkilful in their art. The looms were gin 
multiplied. New markets were ſucceſlively tried. Au 


Cloths of a . diverſity of fabric were . 


Ix the mean time other branches of trade . in- 
duſtry, connected with theſe, partook in their pro- 
ſperity. The preparation of lintſeed oil had for 2 
conſiderable time been practiſed here: the firſt miln 
for that purpoſe having been erected by John, Duke 


tury. Lintſced oil was then eſteemed highly medi- 
cinal; 


r v ih. 5 DOR 
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cinal; and a glaſs of whiſky mixed with half a glaſs 
of this oil was a favourite dram. The mills for the 
preparation of this oil were at length multiplied to 
four; and the quantity of about three hundred 


tons, giving a return of about nine thouſand pounds, 


1s — exported. c 


Taz Gſhings of the river had long been valuable. 
They became more ſo, when expedients were adop- 
ted for preſerving the fiſhes freſh, till they could be 
expoſed to fale in the markets of London and Edin- 


burgh. The tackſmen of the fiſheries pay a rent of 


about three thouſand pounds a- year. There is a 


| conſiderable exportation to different ports on the 
Mediterranean.— Three thouſand fiſhes, weighing 


all together eight and forty thouſand pounds, have 
been here caught in one morning, The fiſhery be- 
gins at St Andrew's day, and ends on the 26th of 
Auguſt, Old Style. 


As the agricultural improvements of the country, 
at leaſt in the near neighbourhood of Perth, kept 
pace with the progreſs of its manufactures ; another 
branch of its trade has, for a long while, been the 
exportation of wheat, -barley, and other kinds of 
grain, to a conſiderable amount. Tallow, bees- 
wax, dreſſed ſheep-ſkins, dreſſed and raw calf-ſking, 


and raw w goat-ſkins are alſo 2 from this place. 


AY 


1 
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Beſide theſe, of the ſtaple articles of Perth, white C 

and brown linens, to a great value, are annually ſent v 

N to London and Glaſgow ; as well as thread and yarn c 
N of various kinds. Conſiderable quantities of ſhoes WI "' 
1 and boots are made here, and exported to London. tl 
* | 5 m 
k Bur, even within theſe very few years, and ſince m 
t the trade and induſtry of Perth were in the thrj. fo 
17 ving condition now mentioned, theſe have greatly th 
55 improved. This has happened, in conſequence of th 
El the introduction of the Cotton manufacture into fo 
3 Scotland. | th 
| Corrow ſtuffs of various fabrics, were long 1 ſta 
very capital article of import from the Eaſt Indies, its 

The raw material is there produced in great abun. to 

dance; and the Gentoo artiſans are among the firſt the 

in the world, for peaceful, painful induſtry, and for the 

artificial, although not for ſcientific 1 ingenuity. Their me 

modes of life, too, are ſingularly favourable to the fibl 

con 


progreſs of the arts. The circumſtances of the di- 
mate recommend the utmoſt ſimplicity of drefs. 
The ſame circumſtances, aided by religious princi- £ 
ples and prejudices, and by a ſyſtem of cuſtoms and 
manners which have been wonderfully permanent Zur 
in that part of the world, —have formed them to 2 


See the Table of the Exports and net Perth, at the en 
R volume, | 
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degree of ſobriety in life, and of ſimplicity in food, 


which enable them to afford their induſtry much 
cheaper, than the artiſans of any other manufactu» 
ring countries can. It muſt indeed be allowed, that 
the ſuperior fertility of Indoſtan co-operates to pro- 
mote the ſame ends. Let us conſider, how muck 
more labour our own artiſans would be able to per- 
form, and how much leſs they would require for 
their ſuſtenance,—if they ſhould never intoxicate 
themſelves with ſtrong liquors, ſhould uſe no animal 
food, and ſhould conſume no part of their time in 
the idleneſs of debauchery ?—Theſe are preciſely the 


| advantages which the manners, and the local circum- 
| ſtances of Indoſtan have long contributed, to favour 
its manufacturing induſtry. And, if, in addition 
| to theſe, the inhabitants of that country could have 


the benefit of the application of ſcience to abridge 
the complex proceſſes, and to improve the inſtru- 
ments of art; it ſhould ſeem to be a matter impoſ- 
üble for the manufacturers of any other nation to 
contend with them in the market. 


AT the time, when the cotton ſtuffs of the Eaſt 
1e firſt began to be plentifully imported into 
Europe, we knew little of the uſe of cotton, or f 
the manufacture of cotton cloth. None of our uſe- 
ful arts had been improved to a ſtate of very high 
perfection. Thoſe ſtuffs were eagerly purchaſed at 
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404 JOURNEY THROUGH 
any price the importers choſe to ſet upon them; Ml : 
and a conſiderable time paſſed before we thought of 
importing the raw material, and imitating the fa. p 
brics, at home. However, as cotton- ſtuffs came in- t] 
to more general requeſt, and the raw material came C 
to be obtained in great abundance from the Britiſh a1 
and French Weſt India iſlands, and as I believe, alſo ſc 
from North America; our manufactureres ventured ac 
at length to try whether they could not imitate the be 
beautiful cotton ſtuffs of the Eaſt. Only the coarſer m 
ſorts of theſe, however, did they at firſt attempt. v. 
The ſiner ſeemed inimitable. Although the fabrics br 
were woven; yet how ſhould they be painted with re: 
that elegant diverſity of figures and colours with in 
which the ſtuffs of India were adorned? Or in a bh. 
country ſo luxurious and opulent as Great Britain, Wi <0! 
could labour be afforded half ſo cheap as in India! er 
And, had there been none of theſe diſadvantages ent 
to diſcourage the progreſs of the cotton manufac- of 
ture in this iſland : yet, the advantages of vaſt ca. nui 
pital, of the prepoſſeſſions of the purchaſers, and by 
of the dexterity which workmen, even without ſu- my 
perior ſkill, acquired by * n were 1 2. An 
3 us. : $00 
em} 
ere 


Yer, with theſe againſt us, was this « malie 


inſenſibly introduced. When it had once vbiined art 


A footing, it continued to make its way.  Forti- 
nateh 


tely 
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nately the ſame cauſes which contributed to raiſe 
the price of labour, ſerved at the ſame time to im- 


prove the dexterity of our artiſans, and to favour 


the application of ſcience to the improvement of art. 

Our labouring mechanics have been often alarmed 
and enrazed when by any happy application of 
ſcience to the improvement of art, or perhaps by the 
accidental obſervation of ſome artiſt, inventions have 
been made which ſerved to abridge the proceſſes of 
manufacture, and to enable a few hands to perform 
what before required a multitude. But, never was 


prejudice more unjuſt; never was paſſion more un- 


reaſonably excited. The chief advantage of theſe 
improvements redounds to them. By means of 


| theſe are our manufactures produced at a ſmaller 


colt. They are offered to ſale in the market at cheap- 
er prices. We underſell our rivals. The trade falls 
entirely into our hands. Much greater quantities 
of the ſame goods muſt be wrought up. The fame 
number of hands are therefore employed, although 
by the improvements, they are enabled to perform a 
much greater quantity of labour than formerly. 

And, within a ſhort time, the increaſed demand for 
goods which can be afforded ſo cheap, requires the 
employment of a greater number of hands, than 
eren when no abridgement of the proceſſes of their 


art had rendered their labour extraordinarily pro- 


ductive. | 
Vo. j | O Nav, 
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706 JOURNEY THROUGH. 
Nax, I will venture to go farther, and to alert, 
that the improvement of the mechanic arts, and 


the abridgement of the proceſſes of manufacture 


tend, more than any other events that can happen, 
to improve the condition of the poor, and are more 


beneſicial to the labourers than to the maſters who 
employ them. When manufactures thrive in any | 


country, without producing any remarkable im. 
provement in the dexterity of the workmen, orany 
inventions to abbreviate the labour; the conſequence 
is, that the numbers of the labouring poor are, in 
that country, augmented, but their ſituation is not 
rendered much more comfortable. More are main- 

tained in the ſame ſtate of moderate accommodation 


and enjoyment in which the labouring poor were 
before placed; but every individual, and every fa- 


mily are left in the fame narrow circumſtances as 
formerly. Nay, if they live, as it is likely that 
they will, in large cities and villages, the habits of 
life which they will form, in conſequence of being 
thus crowded together, will have a tendency to keep 
them poorer and leſs eaſy in their circumſtances, 
than the ſame claſs, in places where manufactures 
are unknown. And, the quickneſs and regularity 


with which their wages muſt neceſſarily be paid to 


them, will alſo tend to make them more extrava- 
gant, and to keep them always needy. _ 


Nox, 


van 
the 
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Now, the benefit which they naturally derive 
from the abbreviation of labour by the fimpliſicati- 
on of the proceſſes of manufacture, and the uſe of . 
machinery inſtead of hands,—is this, that the ma- 
nufacturing merchants who employ them, can now 
afford to pay them higher wages, although the ne- 
ceſſaries of life riſe not in price, in proportion to 
the augmentation of their wages. When the cir- 
cumſtances of the trade admit of this augmentation 
of wages, it ſoon takes place, through the emulati- 
on of the maſters, the obſtinacy of the workmen, 
and the urgency of the demand for labour. In this 
way does it ſeem to me, that the workmen are truly 
| the chief gainers by any invention which abridges 
the labour of any particular manufacture. I am 
pleaſed to ſee that prejudice faſt loſing ground, which 
uſed formerly to render every inventor in the mecha- 
nic arts obnoxious to the hatred and abuſe of the 
artiſans whoſe labour he had abridged. 


Ir was this abbreviation of labour by machinery 
which firſt contributed to the ſucceſs of the cotton 
manufactures of Great Britain. Wanting the ad- 
vantages of the manufacturers in the eaſt, and of 
the importers of their goods, we formed other ad- 
vantages for ourſelves which ſoon enabled us to ri- 
val, and ſinally to excel them. The fortunate in- 
vention by which mill- machinery has been appliec 
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the ſpinnnig as well as to the carding of cotton-· una, f 
gave us at once, an equiyalent to the unremitting v 
induſtry, the ſimple manners, the ſober temperance n 
of the labourers in the eaſt, to the monopoly of the tl 
Eaſt India Company, and to the. prepoſſeſſions of n 
the purchaſers in favour of their goods. When, in 
through the uſe of machinery, labour came to coli th 
ſo little, the goods produced could be afforded at z to 
very trifling price. Their cheapneſs increaſed the ſt 
demand for them. Finer fabrics were ſooner tried, ſel 
and greater dexterity attained. And, in this order, ris 
has been the progreſs. The princely fortune accu- wl 
mulated by the late Sir Richard Arkwright, the thri- ble 
ving condition of Mancheſter, of all Lancaſhire, and ſul 
of other places in England where the cotton manu- put 
facture has been introduced, - prove well, how rapid W. 
and fortunate this progreſs has been. e tas 
| | 55 vor 

As it continued, and as our manufactures of cot- litt 
ton were annually extended and improved, the Eaſt ſon 


India Company found their fales of India cotton if cr « 


ſtuffs every year leſs and leſs profitable. They had ced: 
been accuſtomed to take many of the advantages of WM con 
fraud and oppreſſion. Scott, the poetical Quaker nuf 
of Amwell, has left among his works a ſine Eclogue due 
on the diſtreſſes which the native inhabitants of our | 

territories in the Eaſt, ſuffered under the tyranny of T 
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ſtriking and undeniable fact, that the Gentoo weavers 
were accuſtomed to cut off their thumbs, that they 
might be incapacitated for labour, and might eſcape 
the employment of their Britiſh maſters. Such tyran- 
ny defeated its own purpoſe, and co-operated with the 
improvement of our manufactures at home, to render 
the Laſt India Company, loſers by their trade in cot- 
ton ſtuffs. Yet, one conſideration has induced them 
ſtill to continue this importation ; uniting in them- 
ſelves the two characters of merchants and territo- 
rial ſovereigns; they receive in goods, the taxes 
which they levy as ſovereigns : Thus are they ena- 
bled to accept the cottons manufactured by their 


ſubjects at a cheaper rate, than they could afford to 
purchaſe them at, if they were ſimply merchants. 


What is thus loſt can be made up by additional 
taxes, Even with this circumſtance in their fa- 


vour, they have found this branch of their trade ſa . 


little gainful, that, I believe, they have for theſe 


lome years, imported every ſucceeding year, a ſmall. 


er quantity of wrought cottons, than on the pre- 
ceding.— When their charter ſhall expire, it will be- 
come our Government to uſe means that the ma- 
nufactures of the eaſt may be brought, with no un- 
due advantages, to vie with our own in the market. 


Tuvs ſucceſsful in the competition with the im- 


porters of the cottong of the caſt : Our manufac· 
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110 JO0URNEY THROUGH 
turers gained new advantages by our Commerdil 


Treaty with France. Some too haſty and too bold 
ſpeculations upon that event ended, indeed, in dif. 


appointment and bankruptcy. It was natural, that 


ſo much ſhould happen, in the eagerneſs of hope 
which was excited, and in the ignorance of the par- 
ties concerned, as to the practical force of the new 
regulations of the trade. But, no ſooner was the 
novelty over, and the requiſite knowledge of circum. 


ſtances fully obtained, than our cotton manufacturen 


began to find, that the commercial treaty had open- 


ed up to them a very advantageous channel for the 


diſpoſal of their goods. New capitals were thrown 
into this department of buſineſs. New cotton'works 
were erected through all quarters of the country. 
New ingenuity was turned to the improvement of 
every branch of art connected with this lucrative 
manufacture. Every degree of fineneſs of yarn, every 
different fabric of cloth, and eyery refinement in 
bleaching, and in printing were aſſiduouſſy tried. 


I uus not omit the notice of one circumſtance 
which contributed eminently to turn us, in ſo con- 


ſiderable a degree, to the cotton manufacture. By 


the American war, and by its iſſue, a large hare of 
the capital of the merchants of Britain was thrown 
out of the channels of trade in which it had been 
formerly employed. At Glaſgow, this is well know! 
| | | - tq 
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4 have been particularly felt. The perſons who 


had found employment and fortune in the manage 
ment of that capital, were now at a loſs what to do. 


They looked around them. They ſaw the cotton 


trade rapidly gaining ground. They joined its pro- 


moters, ſhared the advantages, and urged it forward. 


WiIII E events and conſiderations of this nature 


were producing their effects, the diſturbances of 


France aroſe, and extended their influence over the 


Continent. At Rouen the manufacture of cotton 


ſtuffs had been tried, and not without ſucceſs. It 


might have advanced faſt; for the French were ne- 
ver inferior to us in mechanical ingenuity; and the 


price of labour was lower in moſt places of France, 
than in England. But, amidſt civil confuſion, trade 
or manufacture can never flouriſh. The only tra- 


ders who thrive, while war and commotion prevail 


in the country to which they belong, are thoſe who 
import from abroad what commodities of foreign 
growth or manufacture, the neceſſities of their coun- 


try demand. Even they are often ruined by the ſame 
events which waſte their country: and foreigners. 


ſupply every ching, as long as unwrought materials 


or money remain to be given them for their imports. 
The ſpirit of political change which, from France, 


5 ſpreading rapidly through Europe, is indeed pecu- 


the 


Fly unfriendly to manufacturing induſtry, While 
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the labourers ſwell with high notions, each of his 
own importance, they cannot ſubmit to labour with 
that patient, afſiduous induſtry which is neceſſary to 
the ſucceſs of the works in which they are engaged. 


' Frequent meetings for the purpoſe of political deli. 
beration conſume no inconſiderable ſhare of their 


- time. The reading of political books, and conver: 
fation about their political 'opinions take up more. 


Habirs of talkative idleneſs are thus formed. Tu- 


multuous violations of public order follow. Fear, 
ſuſpicion, and hatred ſuſpend all labour, and trade. 
The poor, being, in conſequence of their idleneſs; 
without the means of ſubſiſtence, begin to plunder 
the rich, to demand what neceſlaries they want, at 
their own price, and to ſeek pretences of crime a- 
gainſt all who have property to be confiſcated. 


Humanity moves us to deplore, that this ha 
been the late train of events in France; and that a 
like ſeries was likely to follow, through the reſt of the 
continent of Europe. But, ſelf-intereſt ſuggeſts dil. 
ferent emotions. We have continued to labour 


quietly, while our continental neighbours have been 
buſy in vindicating and abuſing their political rights. 
And now are they obliged to intreat us, as the in- 
habitants of Canaan were obliged to intreat the E. 
gyptians,—not merely for bread: to eat, but for 
raiment alſo, with which they may be clothed. It 
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is that has, of late advanced the manufacture f 


U cotton ſtuffs, ſo aſtoniſhingly, no leſs in Scotland, ; 
8 than in England. Scotland having been, till very 
. ktely, a much poorer and leſs improved country 
„ dan England; the price of labour was, in conſe⸗ 
+ Wl cuence, cheaper in the former than in the latter of 
5 theſe countries. This invited the Engliſh manufac- 

. turers to eſtabliſh their works among us, and ſug - 
i: geſted to many of ourſelves, the idea of trying the 
r; {ame branch of buſineſs. The falls of water, likes 
e. Wh viſe, which are requiſite to the movement of the 
„ mill. machinery of cotton-works,. are oftener to be 
er met with in a country diſtinguiſhed by ſo much ir- 
at regularity of ſurface, as Scotland, than in the level 


1 counties of England. Thus has the cotton-manu» 
facture travelled northward; and become more con- 
fderable than that of linen in Scotland, as it ſeems 

to make a greater figure than their e eue 

2 manufacture in England. \ 


dulged myſelf in fo long, and ſo dull a digreſſion, 
| has obtained footing at Perth, and has contributed 
ts. greatly to its advancement, within theſe few years. 
in- Several mills have been erected in its vicinity for 
L. WH ſpinning cotton- yarn; the manufacturers of cloth 
for have found it more profitable to manufacture cot- 
It ton ſtuffs, than linens: : the bleachers who, have 
is Vol. . | 7 5 long 
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long found it advantageous to purchaſe quan- 


tities of green cloth which they {ell bleached, uſt 
as millers find it for their intereſt to purchaſe corn 
which they may ſell in meal.—Thoſe bleachers find 
1t-equally for their benefit, to purchaſe cotton-ſtuffs 


_ inſtead of green linens ; and ſeveral of them have 


been induced to unite the manufacture of cotton- 
yarn, with the management of their bleachſields. 
Raw cotton is imported into Perth, and lately into 
Dundee, —either directly from the Weſt Indies, or 
from thoſe ports in England and elſewhere to which. 
it has been directly imported. The merchants of 
Glaſgow, too, if I am not miſtaken, furniſh the 


cotton · ſpinners of Perth with ſome of their raw cot- 
tdn. There is, however, more cotton- cloth woven, 
than yarn ſpun in Perth: and the cotton-ſpinners- 


of Glaſgow find here a market for ſome' of their 


yarn. But the manufacturers of Perth are eagerly 
forming eſtabliſhments for providing yarn for them · 
' ſelves: and may ſoon perhaps export, inſtead of im- 


porting this article Another branch of the cotton 
manufacture which is proſecuted here with increa- 
ſing fpirit, is the printing of cotton cloths: This 
being connected with bleaching is carried on almoſt 
at every bleachfield. The apparatus for the print- 
ing of cloths, is, like that of almoſt every other 
manufacture not a little expenſive. The colour, 


dhe wooden blocks, the copper - plates, the tables, the 


preſſes, 


PART OF SCOTLAND. mw 
preſſes, the drying-houſes require a conſiderable ca- 
pital. But, the profits are alſo conſiderable. I was 


pleaſed to ſee, at different printfields in this neigh- 
| bourhood, a variety of the moſt beautiful patterns 
for handkerchiefs, gowns, and room-furniture., It is 


probable, that as this branch is proſecuted in greater 


extent, —and new printfields are forming, and the 


old extending, —the printing of cloth will be per- 
formed in greater perfection, and a more numerous 
diverſity of patterns uſed, and thoſe more beautiful. 


A printſield on a very extenſive foundation, has lately 


been eſtabliſhed by Meſſrs. Young, Roſs, Richardſon 


and Caw, which promiſes ſoon to be among the firſt 


in Scotland. Had I not found the different proceſſes 


of bleaching and printing (which were kindly ex- 


plained to me by ſeveral gentlemen, the proprietors or 
managers of the works in which they are carried on,) 


too complex for my comprehenſion, or at leaſt for my 


diftin& recollection; I ſhould have wiſhed to detail 
them here. But, this I find it more prudent to de. 
cine. Enquiring from the bleachers, whether they 
had yet tried the uſe of the oxigenated, muriatic acid, 
the application of which to the purpoſes of bleach- 


ing, has done ſo high honour to M. Berthellot; I | 
was informed by ſome, that they had tried it with \ 


ſuflicient ſucceſs in the ſmall way, but feared that it 
might not anſwer equally in the great; and by o- 
thers, that they had obtained ſome ſmall quantities 

„ of 


. —aꝓaͥ %— ͤ—dxʃ. T ],. F n 
py 1 1 


: 
1 \ 
1 
1 
q 
7 
1 
7 
3 
1 
| 
d 
; 
1 
ö 
: 
; 


TY F r == aa % = 2 


2 . * F 1 
Ky D e n A > Wy 8 R 1 Aa? b 2 — 2 


116 JOURNEY THROUGH 


of the acid, but without directions concerning the 


moſt proper mode of applying it.—I was tempted m. 
to think that they did not regard with fondneſs à Pe 
ſcheme of bleaching which threatened to render all fic 
their preſent apparatus unneceſſary. I am not in. Br 
formed in what extent it may have been tried elſe. wh 


where. But, I hope warmly and earneſtly that it wo 
will ſucceed. If it does, it will produce a wonder. ext 
ful abbreviation of the proceſs of bleaching, and wil the 


thus tend to give us a new advantage in the market, tiv 
to improve the profits of the bleachers, to raiſe the Wl tor 
wages of all the different claſſes of labourers employ. blie 
ed in preparing cloth for the market, and to coun- But 
teract the increaſing tendency of our growing lux- all 


ury and opulence, to ruin our manufactures. 


I Hav already mentioned the exportation of 
ſhoes from Perth. To this let me add, that Perth 
has long been famous for its gloves. The vicinity 
of thoſe parts of the Highlands, in which deet 
are plentiful, might probably be the circumſtance 

which firſt contributed to the eſtabliſhment of this 
manufacture, as dreſſed deer - Kins are the beſt ma- 
terial to be made uſe of in it. The opulence and 
conſeqeuence of the corporation of glovers is a 


that this manufacture i is not an Aae of ye 
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Hrnr are alſo two or three paper- mis This 
manufacture has not been very long eſtabliſhed at 


Perth. However, as the manufacture of paper is ſuf. 


ficiently lucrative: and Britain, —eſpecially North - 
Britain, does not, I believe, manufacture nearly the 
whole quantities of paper which it conſumes; I 


would willingly hope, that it may be ſoon greatly 


extended, as well here as in other parts through 


theſe kingdoms. I have great confidence in the ac-, 


tivity of Meflrs. Lindſay and Moriſon, the proprie- 
tors of two paper-mills, near Perth. They are o- 
bliged at preſent to import rags from the continent. 


But, as there are wonderful quantities of cloth of 
| all forts worn to rags here, as well as on the conti- 
| nent; I am inclined to ſuppoſe, that the importa- 
tion of foreign rags may ſoon become unneceſſary. | 
The ſame preparation of oxigenated, muriatic acid, 


which has been uſefully applied to the bleaching of 
cloth, is alſo applicable to the clearing of the dirty 


and diſcoloured rags. My reſpectable friend, Mr 
Creech did me the favour of ſhewing me, within 


theſe few days, paper, at ſix ſhillings a ream, which 


being prepared from rags in the cleanſing and 


whitening of which the oxigenated, muriatic acid 
had been uſed, appeared to be ſcarcely, if at all in- 
ferior to paper, in the preparation of which this 
acid not being employed, it muſt be fold at fixteen 
ſhillings a ream. Mr as nu of London, 
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has obtained a patent for che excluſive beneſit of thi fur 
improvement in the manufacture of paper during Will cr: 
the uſual time. But, the invention is not originally pre 
his. Whatever praiſe or thanks the Public may think WW Pe 
it entitled to, is certainly due, in the firſt place, to Seo 
M. Berthellot, and after him, to the ingenious Mr fut 
Kerr of Edinburgh, who has taken much pains to Wi ta 
communicate theſe diſcoveries of Berthellot's to the BW and 
manufacturers of Great Britain. Let me add, be- trac 
fore taking farewell of theſe ſubjects, that I have 

lately had the pleaſure of converſing upon them with 1 
the Reverend Mr Wilſon of Mid Calder; à gentle. jud: 


man, who, being eminently fkilled in chemiſt, tot 
and having, for a conſiderable time reſided in one of Wi port 
the manufacturing countries in England, has taken 
much pains in the application of his favourite ſcience 0 
to the improvement of the mechanic arts. I know Wl favo 
not if he has not been more ſucceſsful than M. Ber. mou 
thellot in the application of the oxigenated, muria- WI have 
tic acid, to the purpoſes of bleaching. His iden Wi the! 
have been adopted by ſome very conſiderable manu · Will of t! 
facturers in England: and I believe, he would wil. pow: 
hngly give his inſtructions to any bleachers in Scot- WF circu 
ere ee e eee e and | 
ious 
To theſe fats and obſervations concerning! the BW matie 
manufactures of Perth, thus looſely and curſoriy citize 
chrown out; * proper to add, that it s Ml the e 
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PART OF SCOTLAND. 119 
furniſhed with Banks, the natural attendants of in- 
creaſing trade. Here is a Perth Banking Company, the 
proprietors of the Stock of which are gentlemen of 
Perth and its environs. A branch of the Bank of 
Scotland is likewiſe eſtabliſhed here.—l ſhall take a 
future opportunity of introducing what reflections 
have occurred to me on the nature of paper-money, 
and on the influence of Banks on the e the 
trade, and chen manners of a eee 


In p my 9 dee Form a proper 
judgement of the Trade of Perth, I have annexed 
to this volume, a Table of the chief AIG of Ex- 
port and Ego. of this-commercial 1 


Or the Religion of Perth I was led to forma very 
favourable ideas. Perth has indeed been long fa- 
mous for religious ſtrictneſs and religious zeal. 'F 
have had occaſion to obſerve, that it was anciently 
the ſeat of a conſiderable number of Regular Clergy 
of the Church of Rome. Thoſe clergy had great 
power and extenſive property in Perth and in the 
circumjacent country. Whoever poſſeſſes power 
and property naturally becomes more or leſs obnox- 
ious to thoſe who want them. When the Refor- 
mation began, none were more zealous than the 
citizens of Perth. This was the ſcene of ſeyeral of 
the events which contributed chicfly to its complete 


eil 
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accompliſhment. Succeeding generations of the.in- 
habitants of Perth continued to cheriſh carefully the 
zeal of their anceſtors. In the days of Charles II. 
when, in conſequence of the Preſbyterians being 
underſtood to be of a turbulent, rebellious ſpirit, 
they were ſubjected to hardſhips which they conſi- 
dered as a perſecution for conſcience ſake ; at that 
time, I believe, the citizens of this place diſcovered 
as much Preſbyterian energy as their neighbours, 
After the Revolution their ſtrictneſs did not relax; 
nor their zeat ſubſide. Here originated the famous 
um which firſt divided the Seceders, Burghers 
and Antiburghers from the eſtabliſhed Church of 
Scotland. If the ſe& of the Glaſfiteg—or Sande- 


manians as they have been denominated in Eng: 


land, did not ariſe. here; yet they have here, 
one of their moſt conſiderable” congregations; A 
ferious controverſy having ariſen among the Anti- 
burghers concerning the propriety of bleſſing the 


bread, in the facrament of the Lord's Supper, before 
or after it has been broken by the hands of the di- 


ficiating miniſter; this has ended in producing : 
ſchiſm among that ſect: and the ſchiſmatics have 


here eſtabliſhed a congregation. I could not but 


laugh when informed of the name of this congrega- 
tion, and of its origin. It ſeems, that before they 
had actually ſeparated themſelves from their bee. 
chren, and while they were concerting their mes- 


Is 
of 
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lte ſome of the le "ding members of the new 
congregation” found it neceflary to hold frequent | 
meetings in a favourite ale-houſe. Like the Ger- 
mans of old; and like many of the good people of 
Great Britain, at preſent, they found it neceſſary 
to anitnate their counſels by quaſling a chearful' cup. 
The ale proved ſo good an inſpirer, and was fo agree- 

able to the taſte of every one among thoſe good Chri- 

ſtians, that the firſt comers commonly finiſhed what 
was ſet before tliem; leaving no ſhare to thoſe who 
were more dilatory 1 in their attendance and each 


emptied the cup to the bottom as it went round. 


Hence did ſome ſcoffers take occafion to denominate 
thoſe zealous and jovial Chriſtians,—<Cvy, or rather 


Cay-Ovrs ; ö And the name ſeems ne to ſtick to 
them 1 en 


4 5 1 „% e 
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wurx I firſt heard this mentioned as the name of 


a religious ſect, I was puzzled how to account for 


its origin and compoſition. The monoſyllables of 


which it is compounded, were run together, in the 


pronunciation, with a degree of nimbleneſs w 
rendered it impoſſible for me to recognize them. * 
was aſhamed to enquire about what ſeemed ſo ſim- 
ple and familiar to thoſe, who uſed.it. At laſt, after | 
having, for a while, vainly racked my brain in at- 
tempting to trace it to ſome Latin, or Greek, or 


Hebrew root, T ventured, with ſome diffidence to aſk 


You, 1." . 
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its import, and how it had come into uſe. My enqui· 
vies were ſatisſied with the above hiſtory of its gm. 


E BELIRVE, that the whole phœnomena- of foci 
life afford no more entertaining fund for ſpeculati- | 
on, than the origin of proper names, in | general, 
The circumſtances which have given riſe to them 
are as various, as the qualities- of objects, the Acc 
dents to which they are liable, and the ts and 
relations in which they may be viewed. Men and 
families, for inſtance, have derived their names from 
à brave, or from à baſe action, from a piece of good 
or of ill fortune, from beauty or deformity. of per- 
ſon, the ſon from his father and the father from his 
fon;. from a place of reſidence, or from a place loſt 
or forſaken—Nay, the diverſities are innumerable; 

The names of nations have been, for the moſt 
part, impoſed in x like capricious and accidental 
manner. Thoſe of places are inconceivably diver- 
fified. But, above all others, thoſe of ſtets and 
parties have ariſen in the manner the moſt unsc· 
countable, and from circumſtances the moſt trivia. 
Whig, and Tory; Hats and Caps, Fronde, Jaco 
bins, and Feuillants are ſo many inſtances of this. 4 
perſon who were one-third Antiquarian, . one-third 
Philoſopher, and one-third Wit, might compoſe amoli 
erudite, philofophical, humorous; and witty wotk 
upon this ſubject. It would be found a mine in- 

x Canceivably rich in precious anecdote, | 
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Ixxow not whether Pertli may not ve deen 
the ſcene of other religious ſchiſms, beſide thoſe 
which I have enumerated. Here are three congre- 
gations of preſbyterians of the eſtabliſhed church 
deſide one before whom the ſervice is performed in 
Gaelic: 1 * eee of awe and another 
s and 0- 
pulent a 25 to maintain two miniſhes to- the charge: 
an Epiſcopal congregation-of the Scotch, and an- 
ther of the Engliſh communion" a congregation: of 
Olaſſites or Sandemanians. "There may be perforis 
of no religion whatever: But, I Know not that there 
zre any other congregations of Chriſtians in Perth. 
The miſſionaries of Unitarianiſm hive not yet had 
wy Freak an eder their doctrines here. 
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ALL theſe en are ſtrict ans virtuous Ain the 


morals. And I am inclined to baieve:*that i in the 


emulation which naturally and unavoidably ſubſiſts 
among them, they muſt mutually act the part of A- 
gilant ſpies and. cenſors over ane dnether. Although 
out a good are of liberality 
of ſentiment ; yet methought I could"obſerve ſome- 
what of the Odium Tbeolagicum to prevail noi 
them. Seceders delight to aſſociate with Seceders; | 
Claſſites with Glaſſites. And, I have really ſome 


ſuſpicions, that every one holds the möral alli 


of a brother of the ſame ſect in a higher eflimation, 
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in a perſon of a different ſe&. It is diverting td ob. 
ſerve, too, that each fect uſually holds every other 
{e& in greater contempt and deteſtation than the | 
eſtabliſhed church: and, it always happens, chat, 
the ſligliter the difference, ſo much the ſtrongr th 


with ſincere pity, that I have found ſo very re- 
ſpectable a ſect as then Atiburghers entertaining the 


Tour of belief, with whatever piety of ſentiment, 
and virtue of conduct it may be accompanied, is in- 
evitably damnable. Let it not be ſuppoſed that 


— 1 * = = 4 _ -_ 
+ 2 — — 2 — 2 = - 223 — 3 a PIR 2 x N A A 
1 8 3 8 = . —=— I Az xt . i =" 7 OS A EE — ä 1 
. —* == MESS 220 = — 85 a = r a HS A + _  - a wp > - — ES - ==. ae > 
II . A — At r „ — 4x 333 Ae „ - 
„ 


; oh as the WON century of a friend 


A 


than the ſame moral qualities, in the ſame degree, 


mutual odium. It is with no ſmall pain, and 


illiberal, uncharitable opinion, that, involuntary re- 


mention this with any intentipn of throwing dilgre- 
dit upon the ſect. They deſerve high praiſe for ha- 
ving ſo ſignally contributed to the inſtruction and 
the religious and moral improyement of. the lower 
orders, through all Scotland. Many of their clergy 
are men eminently learned, and eminently pious 
I have the happineſs of calling one among them, my 
old and intimate friend ; Mr Black, junior miniſter 
of the Antiburgher congregation in Perth c man 
of whoſe worth I will not preſume to ſpeaks parti- con 
cularly; for I feel myſelf unable to do, juſtice in gio 


words, to the fond reſpect with which I regard it. war 


For all theſe reaſons, I hope, that the above remark WI foci 
will be conſidered not as the Gece off den Is tc 
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Ius r farther obſerve; that I have heard from 
ſome worthy men of the ſame ſect, opinions un- 
friendly to Religious Eſtabliſhments, which I can- 
not think well-founded, and which I wiſh were not 
theirs. There now occur to me three arguments in 
favour of Religious Eſtabliſhments which I think 
irrefragable. I ſhall mention them; although I can- 
not with propriety detail them here at full length. 
1. Religion peryading thoroughly, as it does, the 
whole of our ſentiments and conduct, has neceſſa - 
rily a moſt powerful influence on our civil character 
and condition, and hence det 
that Sover eign authority rn is conſtituted to 


| watch over the welfare of the whole ſtate, and no leſi 


over that of every private individual within the ſtate. 
2. We ſee men indifferent enough about religion, 
3 it is, and ſufficiently careleſa of religious inſtruc- 
tion and is there not reaſon to fear, that, if the 
ſtate had not taken upon itſelf, to provide inſtruc- 
tors, men, not having always the ſame incentives 
to be religious, as to go to law, or to call in a phy- 
ſcian, might, in general, abſolutely neglect this 
concern, and ſpare thęmſelves the expence of reli- 
gious inſtruction? 3. It is impoſſible to bring for- 
ward too great a quantity of piety and virtue into 


ſociety: one means for cultivating theſe ſucceſsfull , 


is to connect the cultivation of them with the direct 
peri intereſts of a clas of men; and Mis can. 
not⸗ 


nands the attention of 


126 JOURNEY THROUGH 
not be wiſely or eaſily managed otherwiſe thanmupoy 
ſome general plan. It is not my intention to write 
a book of controverſy ; otherwiſe I might add num. 
berleſs, weighty arguments to theſe which I have 
„„ „„ ee 
The Glaſſite worſhip has the air of being conduct 
ed in a family-way. The loyalty and enlightenedin- 
duſtry of this ſect iricline one to prepoſſeſſion in their 
| favour. Their religious ſervice is very decent and 
agreeable, leſs uniform and monotonous than that 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, yet not ſo 
ſubdi vided into minute parts, as that of the Church 
of England. Their facred muſic is good; I with! 
could extend the fame praiſe to the hymmns and 
pfalms to which they ſing it. Theſe are indeed n. ches 
tional and pious; but, they are not daſhed with'uny Bll well 
thing of the ſpirit of poetry. Their literal ſcheme 
of interpreting the Scriptures is certainly not the 
way to get at their true meaning; but, it is pleaſing 
to mark the devotion with which they read them. 
I am afraid, too, that their extemporary harangue 
do not always contribute in the higheſt _ poff. 
ble, to the edification of the hearers, ie 
1 mould ever in my life 8 eee 
vice of the Church of England read in one of the 
Ae churches in London; I ſhall e. 
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PART OF SCOTLAND. raf 
pleaſed, if it be with the ſame happy propriety of 
emphaſis with which J heard it read in the nn | 
Epiſcopal, Meeting houſe, . | 


Taz Scotch Epiſcopal Meeting-houſe I did not vi- 
fit, The Congregation, I am told, conſiſts chiefly 
of worthy, old ladies. The miniſter is a very amia- 
ble, young man, of * . manners. Us 


Or Preſbyterians of the' Eſtabliſhed Church, E 
have already obſerved, that there are three Congre- 
gations which aſſemble in a venerable, old cathe- 


| dral, divided into as many places of worſhip. - Here 


is no collegiate charge. But, the three miniſters | 
paſs in continual rotation, through the ſeveral chur- 
ches: ſo that all the three congregations are alike 
well ſerved; and every miniſter may have the ad- 
vantage of uſing the ſame ſet of diſcourſes, for thres' 
fucceſſive ſabbaths. F had the pleaſure of hearing 
from one of them, one of the beſt lectures I have 
erer liſtened to; although upon a ſubje& ſo e 
miſing as the fin againſt "= _— Ghoſt. i 


Ir the partiality of friendikip milleads not my 


Judgment ; ; Ewas inſtructed by an excellent diſcourſe | | 


u the Meeting · houſe of the Antiburghers. 
8 | |  I'wans 
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cably diſpoſed to the exiſtence of ſets, than many 
of them ſeem to be towards the permanent eſtabliſh- 


JOURNEY THROU( 
le nber alſo to hear the pulpit edoquente of the 


Büigbers; ; but have actually 3 Whether k 
was 3 or not. 
Tur chiradict + the Theology of this city is, u f 
pon the whole, that of pure and high Calviniſni, , 
The miniſters are ſerious; diligent, and exemplary, . 
The peopleare in n far from being licentious in 8 
their ſentiments, or diſorderly i in their practice. As 2 
an inſtance of the highly praiſe-worthy afliduity of 8 
the Clergy, I am induced to mention, that the firſt f 
miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church, although advan: WW © 
ced in years, and tender in health, and for theſe i 2 
reaſons, accommodated with a helper, by the atten. WI * 
tion of his people; and although eminent as a ſcho- Wi fe 
lar, an antiquarian, and a män of taſte -an 'emi- 1 
nence from which it is ſometimes painful to deſcend 
to the level of the weak, the vulgar, and the igno- 
rant is, yet accuſtomed to appropriate ſome hour 11 
on every Sunday evening, and occaſionally on other th: 
evenings through the courſe of the week, to the * 
private, religious inſtruction of ſuch young perſons, iro 
tradeſmen and others, as can be perſuaded to wall Ms 
upon him. ö * 


I mvsr confeſs, that I feel myſelf much Tek inimi 


ment 


| PART OF SCOTLAND. 1 
ment of a national church. Their differences in opi- 
nion and manners, and contradictory intereſts may, 
indeed, keep up what has been called the Odium Theo- 
lgicum. But, this is ſimply a proof, that religion i is in 
their eſtimation a matter of ſome importance: For it 
is, unfortunately perhaps, a principle of our nature, 


that every thing, however pure and beneſicial in its 


native aſpect and influence, which has any power at all 
to intereſt the human heart, that at unavoidably ope, 
rates, more or leſs uporn-its-ſcliiſh and inordinate paſs 
ſions, at the ſame time while it affects its more virtu- 
ous and generous principles. Although Lam ſorry to 
fay ſo; yet true it is, that the character which has in in 
nothing of religious pride, or religious prejudice, will, 
ſeldom have any thing of unfeigned piety, or of regard 
to the moral ene ou eee 


Tas, hn 1 the chicf hams which 
1 here intended to introduce. I was about to fay, 
that I know not, if it has yet been remarked, in 
what particular manner the riſe of Sects, divided, 
from a national church, comes to be .pec be- 
defcial to the religion and the morals of that couny. 
try in which they ariſe... In the progrels of civilza - 
tion and refinement, aur Parochial Clergy are among 
thoſe who ſhare it maſt ce | ably, as to the re- 
finement of ideas, In this ſpecies of refinement, how- 
ever, the labouring claſſes never ſhare ore than a very 1 85 

Fob fo - -: | 1 bite, 
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little, if at all. Hence the clergy are raifed much 
more above the level of thoſe who chiefly need their f 
inſtruction, in enlightened and poliſhed, than in 
rude and dark ages. In the latter, they are not I 
leſs ſuperſtitious, enthuſiaſtic; and full of prejudice, 
than the people; they differ only in being more 
cunning. Enthuſiaſm, ſuperſtition, and religious 
prejudice, the people muſt ever have in à certain 
degree; otherwiſe they can have no piety.” Theſe 
form a medium through which pure religion muſt 


neceſſarily impreſs their minds, if it impreſs: them 


at all. The clergy having, however, in times of 
light and liberality, rid themſelves of all ſentiments 
of this caſt, nq longer cheriſh the ſame i in the minds 
of thoſe whom they are appointed to inſtruct; but 
even ſcorn to addreſs themſelves to them.—The 
people are thus left fairly behind. It is only religi. 
ous inſtruction, or religious exhortation of A certain 
complexion, that they can receive with advantage: 
and this, in the progreſs of knowledge and of man- 
ners, their inſtructors have become too wiſe to give 
them. Hence, in the firſt place, the diſtinction de- 
tween popular : and /enfible preachers in our Eſtabliſh. 


ed Church : and, in the ſecond, the origin of Secs, 


whoſe miniſters adopting, or pretending to adopt, 


all the religious prejudices which Rick to thoſe who 
1 partake little in the progreſſive illumination of ſo· 


fiety, + are thus reduced to their level, enabled to 
5 _— 
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command their admiration, | and to inform their 


minds with religious inſtruction accommodated to 


their character and capacity. The peculiar princi- 
ples maintained by ſuch ſects may indeed be laugh- 
ably abſurd: But, if they be not directly i injurious | 
and inimical to. purity of heart and rectitude of 
conduct; let them be ſo : Still is the'exiſtence of the 
ſet, upon the whole, beneficial : 80 many more are 
inſtructed in religion, by whom. it would otherwiſe 
have been neglected. The Sectarian Clergy are thus 
a claſs who riſe up for the religious inſtruction of 
the ignorant, the weak, and the fanciful, after theſe 


have been left behind, in the progreſs of knowledge 55 
and manners, by the Regular Clergy of the Nation- 
al Church. Their abſurdities of enthuſiaſm and ſu- 


perſtition are the incantations, the taliſmans by 
which they collect their followers, and retain them 
about them: Their rivalry of one another and of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church ſerves to keep up their vigi · 


| lance and activity. They are cenſors and checks on a 


the regular clergy, and on one another. While they 
connect no ſeditious, political principles, with their 
peculiar tenets and practices in religion, they well 


deſerve encouragement and protection. If they | | 


ſball ever, any of them, be fooliſh enough to adopt 
a contrary ſyſtem of conduct; they muſt then be 
checked and reſtrained. Let me add one other re- 
mark, befote I take leave of this ſubject: * 
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be narrow in their peculiar ſentiments: This they 
cuppy their field: They are driven off, and ſbon melt 


way. For this reaſon I think it not bad policy in 


ments for Education. I know not how many ſchock, 
public and private, there are in Perth, for the in- 
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his education, was famous as the Buſby of Scotland: 


Ag JOURNEY THROUGH' 
for the intereſt of Sectaries, to enlarge wha 


will be liable inſenſibly to do: But, as they do ſo, 


they imperceptibly deſert their proper ground: Their 
error is inſtantly perceived: New Sects ariſe, to oc· 


the Antiburghers to maintain that ſelfiſh, damning 
principle, which Hately cenſured on the e deen | 
Hliberality. RN Nan 


Tur extent of this town, and the number of its 
inhabitants naturally require confiderable eſtabliſh- 


ſtruction of children in reading, writing, and arith- 
metic; but theſe are, I believe, ſuſſiciently nume - 
rous. Here are likewiſe ſeveral boarding-ſchools for 
young ladiess The Grammar, or Latin School of 
Perth has long been eminent among the other ſimi- too 
lar ſchools in Scotland, for its maſters,” and for the tak. 
ſcholars formed in it. Martin, under whom the con 
venerable Lord Mansfield received the ſirſt part of he 1 


rigid in diſcipline, indefatigable in application; him- 
ſalt a claſſical ſcholar almoſt uncqualled ; and invari- 
ably ſucceſsful in communicating his claſſical Kno- 
ledge to every youth to whom nature had not de 
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nied capacity to receive it. Cornfute, one of his ſues 
ceſſors, was equally aſſiduous and ſkilful as a teachs 
er, and of milder manners. Mr Watſon the'pres 
ſent Rector- Emeritus, is a very agreeable old man: 
and the magiſtrates have been ſo ſatisfied with his 
ſervices, that they have permitted him to retire with a 
liberal ſalary. Flearned-nothing from which I could 
infer, that this ſeminary of claſſical education is not 
ably and ſucceſsfully managed by Mr Dick, the pres 
{nt W Wen Mr Watſon's fucceſſor. 


S1Nncz I am upon this ſubje&, whichghas lo | 
deen, with me a favourite theme, I cannot help ad- 


ding a few curſory obſervations on the ſtate of claſs 
ſical literature, and claſſical education through -Scot- 


land in general. In moſt country-ſchools, Latin and 


Greek are taught, in common with the other more 
ordinary parts of literary inſtruction. But, the 
emoluments of ſuch ſchools are, for the moſt part, 
too ſcanty, to invite men of accurate learning, to 
take the charge of them. The maſter is, beſides, 
confounded amidſt the multiplicity of things which - 
he is uſually required to teach. They are more than 


Y ny one man can be reaſonably expected to know | 


very accurately: and although he ſhould happen to 
be maſter of them all ; yet it cannot be poſſihle ſor 


him to pay due attention to the learners in each of | 12 


them. This W is not greatly injurious 
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to thoſe who, being to be employed in the . 
labours of huſbandry; or in the mechanic arts, want 
no more perfect education than that which is ade: 
quate to acquaint them with the ordinary duties of 
life, and to fit them for the ſimple buſineſs of their 
ſituation. To thoſe; however, who may be intend- 
ed for learned profeſſions, this ceconomy'of country 


ſchools muſt be extremely unfavourable. They are 


taught the learned languages, often by maſters who 


themſelves know little of thein, in circumſtanees in 


which it is impoſſible to teach or learn any thing 
very accyemely, and within, a period of time, by 


much tod xfmited, for the purpoſe. The firſt ele- 
ments are never thoroughly learned nor underſtood; 
the rules are never compared with ſufficient pains, 


with the particular examples from which they are 


deduced, nor with theſe in a ſufficient number; ex. 
erciſes are neuer ſoon eneugh, or n 
required, nor long enough perſiſted in: the exe 


are hardly ever of a nature fitted to eall forth the 
powers of the underſtanding, or to form them-todex- 
terity in the diſcharge of their reſpective functions: 


notwithſtanding all theſe diſadvantages, ſomething 


might yet be done and gained, were it not that the 
pupil hardly ever performs of himſelf thoſe taſks | 
which he ſeems to perform, but either paſſes on, 


without being urged to any thing more, than bare. 


ly to attempt chem, or has them performed for him, 


- 
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by the indulgence of his maſter; or the KindneG: of © 


ſome ſchool-fellow, without himſelf attempting 
them at all. In this way, do boys commonly pas 
their career of Latinity in country. ſchools; and 
fince it is ſo, no one can be ſurpriſed that they 
mould carry away no _— neee _ 2 — 
modity to the: Univerſity. wee toad! nity BH" ary 
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In a * of ptivate, . Hostien w nume 
rous cireumſtances concur to make the matter ſtill 
worſe. The inſtances are truly few, in Which an 
education conducted ſolely in this mode has — . 


{> + 


0 <4 2 Dns . Iry? 3 
Bur, at choſe aue ar clafical education 
which are, in Scotland, called Grammar- Schools, 
much more might ſurely be done; and to ſay the 
truth, much more commonly is done. It is, hows 
ever, only comparatively, not abſojutely much. The 
period during which boys are ſubjected to the diſl 
cipline of the Grammar. School, being never more 
than five or ſix years, is greatly too ſhort. The 
erciſes are as injudiciouſſy and diſadvantageouſly de 
gulated as at country - chools. The principles ei the 
languages. are ſometimes as i ely taught. 
Thoſe Latin Exerciſes; in verſe are never required 
without which it is impoſſible for any ſcholar to a0 
que a witzbüy familiar knowledge of Latiniquans 
| 2. tity, 


, n 


e 


2 
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. tity, verſification, and phraſeology, or to form that 
delicacy of. taſte which might enable him to reli 


| *antages of Grammar-Schools are, that, here, the 
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racy; if ſenſible how much the hardy exerciſe of 
of their taſks: whenever the period of time allotted 


into the broad current of life and buſineſs; and ſo 
eaſy, or ſo unimportant do they fancy the acquiſ 


walent at the Free Schools in England of requiring 
exerciſes in verſe, And if one ſhould preſume to 
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the nicer beauties of Roman-Poeſy.—The only ad- 


maſter's attention is more undivided ; If himſelf z 
ture, he may teach its principles with greater atcu- 


the faculties tends to ſharpen and to ſtrengthen them, 
he may, by cheriſhing emulation, and by maintain. 
ing ſtrict diſcipline, excite his pupils to a wonderful 
degree of independent exertion in the performance 


him, and the eſtabliſhed practice of ſuch ſchools 
_—_ this be my _ enn and e 


Bor- eee 4 de 


tion of claſſical literature to be; that they would al 
moſt univerſally regard it as an abſurd waſte of time, 
to leave their ſons ſo long at ſchool, as that they 
might learn to read and write Latin with tolerable 
comme Many, too, are the jokes, and ſarcaſms 

and impertinent arguments which have, from time 
to time, been thrown out againſt the practice pre 
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tell the maſters of our principal ſchools, that they. 
might eaſily preſcribe a ſeries of more improving ex- 
erciſes to their pupils; they would hear the propo- | 
ſition with the —_ ere — NES 

Py - 

Sucks being 4 ahe alen of our D our und 

are, for the greater part, diſmiſſed from them with 
wonderfully weak, and wonderfully empty heads. 
They go to the univerſity, or to buſineſs, with their 
memory, judgment, andattentionvery little more for- 
med for their ſeveral taſks, than when they became 
firit capable of thought. Of Latin and Greek they 
have juſt enough to entitle them to trifle away a 


I ſmall portion more of their time in fruitleſs and 


careleſs attendance on the univerſity profeſſors of 
theſe languages. Of the principles of morality and 
religion they have nothing at all; for religion is no 
longer taught, nor are prayers ſaid at Grammar- 


Schools. And of common ſenſe, or ordinary knows 


ledge of life and manners, they have only as much 
as qualifies them for nen ane 10 ng 
OY 


47 


Amer hewbiGappalinh — that I wiſh theſe {1 


obſervations to be received without many exceptionsz | 
many in favour of the abilities and docility of youth; 
and many, too, in reſpect to the wiſer and happier 
economy of particular ſchools, and to the ſuperi- 

Vor. I. — or 


' 
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or literature, aſſiduity, and judgment of different 
* well as the better ſenſe of n * 


Ar, through the 83 operation ** the cir. 
dancer above-ſtated, and of others connected 

with the peculiar character of our trade and man- 
ners; claſſical knowledge is undeniably upon the are 
decline among us: and to ſay the truth, I am afraid, qui, 
that we are, upon the whole, rather loſing than WI Mai 
gaining as to the quality and the quantity of mind Will the 
in the nation, at leaſt in proportion to: the number milt 
of thinking beings. 10 f writ 


Bur, I am weary of this cxrpliny at thi times, hear 
and at preſent eſtabliſhments; eſpecially as it is likely I war! 
that I may have but too frequent occaſion hereafter Ml are! 
to reſume it. And I am far from meaning to inf 
muate, that there is not enough of literature in Perth 
to do high credit to its. ſeminaries for education 
Another and a more recent inſtitution is Perth 4. 
cademy, at which young gentlemen are inſtructed it 
thoſe branches of education which are more peculs 
arly neceſſary to prepare the learner for mercantile 
buſineſs, At this Academy, Arithmetic 5 Book- 
keeping; practical and ſpeculative branches of ms 
thematics; Writing; Drawing ; and the. Frenci 
language, form the courſe of inſtruction which i 
taught. The courſes are divided into two annui 


man, 
earlie 
teach 


Th 
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Seſſions, each of which commonly fits about ten 
months in the year. Arithmetic, Algebra, Book- 
keeping, with the inferior and practical branches of 
ir. Mathematics in its various modifications, form, 1 
ted believe, one diſtin&t courſe. - The higher parts of 
an- WJ mathematics and a courſe of experimental philoſophy 
the are taught in another. The other branches are ac- 
ud, Wl quired occaſionally together with theſe. Mr John 
han WY Mair, well known by his various publications, was 
ind the firſt teacher in this Academy; Dr Robert Ha- 
ber milton, now of Aberdeen, ſucceeded him; whoſe 
writings on theſe ſubjects prove how well he 
was qualified for the taſk. I was delighted to 
hear many of his old pupils ſpeak of him with the 
warmeſt fondneſs and reſpedt. The preſent teachers 
axe Mr Gibſon, who is rector, and teaches the lead- 
ing branches; my worthy friend, Mr M*Omie who 
teaches Drawing, &c. &c. but whoſe chief depart- 
ment is to prepare young gentlemen for the regular 
courſes, with Mr Gibſon; as well as inſtructing others, 
who may not have it in their power to attend in a re- 
gular manner; and Mr Macgregor, an agreeable old 
man, who having ſpent à confiderable part of his 
earlier life in France, is peculiarly well a to 
teach the French e 


E 


Taz excellence and utility of this inftitution;; ng 
leſs than the high merit of the teachers, are abups 
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dantly proved by the beneficial effects which it ul 
has produced. The citizens of Perth themſelves of 
confeſs, that, before the eſtabliſhment of the Aca. Pei 
demy, merchants books were, for the inoſt part, 2 fi 
very awkwardly and confuſedly kept among them. of { 
Of Italian Book. keeping, the terms and forms of aun 
which will long remain a monument of the mer. Wl join 
cantile induſtry, ingenuity, and proſperity of tho com 
Venetians and Genoefe,/ and of the eſtabliſhment of t 
of the Lombard bankers in England: Of this ſkil. WM nera 
ful and commodious mode of recording the tranſac. ed 1 
tions of trade, they knew almoſt nothing, till they WI mor: 
were inſtructed in it by the maſters of their Acade- 2 
my. They are now eminently expert in Book. keep Px 
ing. It is well-known to every man in commercial Ati, 
buſineſs, that more merchants have failed through 784 
want of that conſtant knowledge of the ſtate of their ¶ geſtec 
gains and loſſes which accurate book-keeping gives, of th. 
than through the influence of any other unfortunate Ml to the 
circumſtance. To the inſtitution of their mercantile BW year”: 
academy, therefore, the inhabitants of Perth may WM the in 
reaſonably attribute ſome part, at leaſt, of the pre- 
ſent Age of their trade and 4 


THz country wow have acl met 
the inſtitution, and have been conſiderably gainers 
dy it. Numbers of young men are ſent in, to re. 
are their education at the Honeys It is peculi· 

arly 
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ly advantageous to the inhabitants of thoſe parts 


of the Highlands which lie more contiguous to 


Perth, than to any other town accommodated with 
j ſimilar eſtabliſhment, I believe, that the numbers 


of the ſtudents at this Academy continue to increaſe 


unually;' as the proſperity of the town and the ad- 
joining country advances, as the ſpirit of trade be- 
comes more and more prevalent, as the advantages 
of this courſe of mercantile education are more ge- 
nerally and fully underſtood, and as the well found- 
ed reputation of the maſters continues to * attrack 
more en notice. a ientfoIT A 


75 


nme is \ likewiſe nie Fon — an 
Antiquarian Society. This was inſtituted in the year 


1784. The Plan was, I believe, framed and ſug · 


reſted by the Reverend Mr Scott, ſenior clergyman 
af the city. At a meeting of gentlemen, diſpoſed 
to theſe purſuits, on the-16th: of December, in tho 
car above named, he communicated his plan fer 
the inſtitution and regulation of ſuch a ſociety. He 


accompanied this communication with an excellent 


diſcourſe on the ſtate of the Scottiſh hiſtory; on 2 


a monuments. remaining, by an exam; 
ud compariſon of which it may yet be — 


nd elucidated; and on the probability, that ſxilful 


ad diligent inveſtigation may yet recover many 


kits in our early hiſtory which are, at preſent, ſup» 
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poſed to be irrecoverably loſt in oblivion. Thoſe 
gentlemen accordingly formed themſelves into'a fo 
ciety for the inveſtigation of the Antiquities of their 
country. Their numbers have ſince been occaſion. 
ally augmented by the acceſſion of ordinary, honor. 
ary, and correſpondent members. They hold their 
ordinary meetings on the laſt Tueſday of every 


mon h. They have one annual meeting at which a 


particularly punctual attendance of all the members 


is expected. They have fince, on the 25thiof Janu- 


ary 1787 extended their plan to the cultivation of 
philoſophy, polite literature, and the ſine arts in 
general. And, it muſt be confeſſed, that they have 
proſecuted the objects of their aſſociation with a de- 
gree of diligence and ſucoeſs which is highly honour- 
able to them, and proves them to have been in ear. 
neſt when they formally commenced Antiquarians. 
It is hoped, that they may be perſuaded to favour 
the public with occaſional volumes of their Memoirs 
and Tranſactions. Perth will then rank _ Man- 
cheſter 1 in inn as in manufactures. 7: 4115 


Bur, it is the misfortune nl; al ame t 
never to merit unmixed praiſe. I ſaw ſome reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that this ſociety owes its inſtitution and 
its firſt ſucceſs rather to the perſonal efforts of a very 
few individuals, than to the general prevalence of 3 
—_ of reſearch, in theſe parts. Except the prin- 
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cipal, annual meeting, which they call anniverſary, 
none of the reſt is carefully attended. Many re- 
mains of antiquity are ſtill ſcattered through the cir- 
cumjacent country, which might be collected and 
ranged by a ſociety in this ſituation, with better 
advantage than in any other part of Scotland. But, 
this ſociety muſt ever depend chiefly for its ſupport, 
on the merchants and manufacturers of the city: 
and the plan of mercantile education here received, 
—with all the advantages which I have allowed it, 
—is not yet ſufficiently enlarged, to afford the young 
gentiemen intended for trade, all the literature which 
they might receive, without being rendered unfit 
for buſineſs ; nor is it probable that the. merchants 
and manufacturers of Perth will ever be diſtinguiſh- 
ed by any ſtrong, general predilection for literary a- 
muſements, till the plan of education at the Academy 
ſhall be enlarged by the addition of a fourth preceptor, 
who may give ſome ſhort, plain lectures on the gene- 
ral elements of taſte, hiſtory, of moral, political, and 
commercial ſcience. That time will probably come; 
unleſs perhaps the malignant operation of ſome cau- 
& which I ſhall immediately mention, may blaſt 
the growing proſperity of Perth and its neighbour- 
hood. Mancheſter, although ſimply a ſeat of ma-. 
nufacturing induſtry, and of the trade produced by 
it, poſſeſſes a college, with numerous teachers. The 
manufacturers of Mancheſter poſſeſs, in general, a 
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greater ſhare of taſte, of literature, and particularly 
of philoſophical ſcience, than the clergy, the-phyſu 
cians, and the lawyers of moſt ether places. + Their 
knowledge is not found to unfit them for due at 
tention to their buſineſs. , How, indeed, ſhould it? 
The round of faſhionable diſſipation demands both 


night and day: but, philoſophy and literature are 


modeſtly content to fill up only thoſe occaſi 

hours or half. hours which without them might be 
paſſed in joyleſs, liſtleſs inactivity. I cannot ſee why 
traders, who are, if not the firſt, at leaſt thedecgnd 
claſs in the community, ſhould not receive every 
real advantage of education which can beit A Brin 


gentleman. 


+} Saws the head of the literature of Perth, Lan 
induced to mention, that ſeveral very decent ell 
tions of good books have, within theſe. few laſt 
years, been printed and publiſhed here. nerve 
there is a general taite for reading, books will natu- 
rally be produced for ſale: and wherever prin 
printed, or imported and ſold, in any cor 
numbers; there, by conſequence, will reading 
become a favourite IO: | | 


1derad 


few years, by the political activity of many of 
inhabitants. In thriving cities, this 8 
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ens. 
= being more fully at their command, at all 
times, than that of the proprietors of the land; 
while, through other circumſtances, it confers leſs | 
of perſonal conſequence, in proportion to its value; 
the neceſſary effect of this, is, that thoſe claſſes of 
the community ſhould be moved with a feeling of 
perſonal importance, and with an impatient ſenſe of 
their accidental inferiority. In royal burghs, in 
which the municipal authority is veſted in a ſmall 
number of the citizens; and thoſe are elected into 
ofice in a mode which does not afford equally fair 
alvantages in the competition for power, to all the 
dtizens, in due proportion to their reſpective for- 
tunes and perſonal reſpectability; — this impatience 
of their political magnificence affects with peculiar 
keenneſs, that part of the inhabitants of every royal 
burgh, who ſee themſelves excluded from ſituations 
of dignity and -power, to which they ſee ſome of 
bar neighbours, not better than themſelves, exalt- 
ed, By the ſets of the burghs in Scotland, the elec- 
tions are ſo regulated, as to render the magiſtracy 
moſt always unanimous; and to place the option, 
tor an oppoſition there muſt always be) not in the 
cuncil, but among the extra- official burgeſſes. In 
mall burghs, where the number of conſiderable 
nen in the burgh is not more than ſufficient to fill 
ip the magiſtracy; ; there is either no oppoſition, or 
Vol. I. 1 | the 


The property of merchants and manufac- 
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the oppoſition is within the council. In larget 
burghs, the able and opulent men are too many to 
leave this poſſible. And hence, in my eſtimation, 
the origin of all the late complaints concerning the 
unequal ceconomy of the municipal W in the 
royal en of Scotland. * 


Tux opulence NN” the n of Perth ins 
increaſed, within theſe laſt thirty or forty. years 
with the rapidity above-mentioned : it nom has 
many more men of ability, reſpectable, at the ſame 
time, for fortune and perſonal character, than can 
be at once received into the council, or can even 
enjoy a probable chance of attaining. the dignity and 
authority of magiſtracy, in the courſe of their re- 
ſpective lives. Hence has a numerous and vigorous 
oppoſition been formed, without the council. The 
magiſtracy have been vigilantly watched: their ad- 
miniſtration has been occaſionally cenſured, where. 
ever there was the leaſt ground for cenſure: and 
when it was found to be conducted with ſuch inte- 
; grity and prudence that candour could ſeldom blame 
it; the conſtitution of the burgh and of royal burghs 
in general was attacked. The citizens of Perth were T. 
among the firſt who earneſtly buſied themſelves a. ving 
bout the Reform of the Royal Burghs. When the bert! 
oppoſition in parliament laid hold of this, as a fit Ml ſeem 
_ on which. they _—_ exert their en ol thoſe 

to 


"CY MAT EE ER TT v ENS TYRE? 


PART OF SCOTLAND. 247 


to embarraſs the national adminiſtration ; the ſociety 
for a burgh-reform in Perth were not nn to 
accept their patronage. 


As «thi Girit.of revolution and equalization arofe 
on the continent, overturned repeatedly the eſta- 
bliſhed government of France, and extended its in- 
fluence through Flanders, and even into Britain; 
the Reformers of Perth began to enlarge their ſphere 
of political viſion. They now thought that they 
aw, with others of their countrymen, defects and 
blemiſhes in the conſtitution of the whole Britiſh ga- 
vernment, which needed reform, no leſs than thoſe 


| which had offended them in the /ers of their own, 


and the other royal burghs in Scotland. A Society 
of Friends of the People was formed here, in the 
courſe of laſt ſummer. They have adopted prin- 


cples which favour ſtrongly of republicaniſm. And 


it muſt be confeſſed, that they have ſhewn little leſs 
ardour to obtain political reform, than that' with 
which their anceſtors, ſome centuries ſince, proſe- 
cuted Pe reformation. | | 


' 


To the circumſtances andy: mentioned, as ha- 


ving contributed to excite this political ferment in 


Perth, I will here add two or three others which 
kem to have co-operated to the fame end. Of all 


thoſe who earn their ſubſiſtence by their daily la. 


% 
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bour, the workmen. in manufactories are the moſt 


independent. Receiving their wages weekly, they 
thus feel themſelves, on every Saturday night, rich 
and free from the controul of their maſters; This 
naturally inſpires them with a ſpirit of freedom, and 
conſcious dignity, extraordinary for perſons in their 


narrow circumſtances. They are thus inclined to 


turbulence and licence. The regular, ſedentary la. 


bour of weavers in companies together, gives them 
opportunities of converſation, which the artiſans of 


ſeveral other mechanic arts enjoy not. With op- 


portunities of frequent ſocial converſe, a turn for 
enquiry naturally connects itſelf. The news of the 
day are the readieſt for an inquiſitive temper. The 


news which reſpect the ſtate of the nation are to 
moſt minds more intereſting than thoſe which relate 


to events in private life. The eye is thus earneſtly 


fixed on the courſe of public affairs: and in this man- 
ner, an inquiſitive ſpirit, ariſing from the peculiar 
circumſtances of ſocial and ſedentary labour, com- 
bines with the ſpirit of turbulent independence pro- 
duced by weekly freedom and opulence, to rendet 
even the labouring artiſans of Perth ardent and ac. 
tive politicians.— The religious zeal and pride, like⸗ 
wiſe, which ariſe from the mutual emulation of dif 
ferent religions, are apt to extend their operation 
beyond their proper ſphere, and to blend themſelves 
wich eee no leſs than with religious prejudices: 

*  Apd 
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And theſe have undoubtedly had their ſhare in pro- 
moting that deſire of reforming the ſtate which 
ſeems to be, at preſent, felt with ſuch violence by 
great numbers of the citizens of Perth. This place, 
it ſhould ſeem, has alſo retained a mixture of the 
old aun which rendered it, in the days of the Re- 
formation, the favourite ſcene of the tranſactions of 
the Congregation, and which has ſince excited oc- 
caſional ferments og its n and in the 
mg ee e tt Faden 


B the Joint infancy of all theſe cnntinh * 
the manners of the inhabitants of Perth been for- 
med. Depending upon the ſucceſs of their trade 
and manufactures, they are active and induſtrious. 


Ihey encourage few of thoſe amuſements which are 
formed to kill and while away the time of the idle: 
though their two Inniſet afford charming walks; 
and although the winding walk which leads up the 
bill of Kinnoul, be one of the moſt inviting that 
can be imagined; and the proſpect from the ſummit 
beyond deſcription, rich and grand; yet are theſe 
comparatively little frequented by the good people of 
Perth. A ſet of players came laſt Spring, to try their 
fortune in this city, and lingered in it fos'ſeveral 
months, till they were almoſt ſtarved, through the 
ſcanty encouragement given them, which became 
frery day, leſs and leſs. Here are dancing and card 

n 


* 
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aſſemblies held in winter, after regular interval; 


and to the praiſe of the ladies and gentlemen of the 
city, it muſt be confeſſed, that every thing about theſe 
meetings for gay amuſement is conducted with a de 
gree of religious gravity and decorum. In their mode 
of living, however, it muſt be allowed, that the citi 
zens of Perth are ſparing of nothing but their time. 
Their houſes are commodious: their furniture nent 
and elegant: their dreſs ſufficiently expenſive: their 
meat and wines of the beſt quality: their dinner 
are at an early hour, and are not commonly pro- 
longed through the afternoon; but at ſupper; when 
the bufineſs of the day is ended, they are more di- 
poſed to indulge for ſome length of time, in ſocia 
converſe. I know not whether I ought to hazard 
the obſervation ; but I have been led to think, that 
their commendable parſimony of time, while they at 
the ſame time refuſe themſelves no reaſonable ex. 
pence in their ſtyle of living, has a tendency to make 
not only the worthy citizens of Perth, but almoſ 
all mercantile and manufacturing people, more ad- 
dicted to the pleaſures of the table, than if they 


were fonder of thoſe more frivolous amuſements 
which conſume time and diflipate the mind without 
being abſolutely animal.—No doubt, the good peo. 


ple of this place muſt have their vicious indulgences, 


as well as others. But, vice does not here wear 
chat air of effrontery, which it has aſſumed in many 


| PART: or scon rg# 


alk; Whether cities. The regular habits of trade, and the 
the arictneſs of religion concur to render young and 
heſe ad, in: general, careful to maintain remarkable decen- 


. 


of character. A young man who ſhould diſtin- 
eviſh himfelf by extraordinary foppery of dreſs, by” 
exceſſive drinking, or by licentious amours, would 
ſoon find himſelf excluded from all reſpectable ſocie- 
ty, and avoided in the tranſactions of bulineſs, as 
a man unfit for the confidence of trade. And yet, 
bere have occaſionally ariſen ſome eminent bloods. 
ome remarkable frolics at Dundee and Edinburgh» 
rhich were eſteemed to riſe above the ſpirit of the 
ray young men even of thoſe cities, were actually 
performed by bucks from Perth; who taking poſt- 
haiſes by night, drove furiouſly to the reſpective 


E ZIA KAB . 


= 


hat renes of the exploits, executed their intentions with 

y a trepidity and dexterity, and then returned in the 
eme haſte: to Perth; which, reaching before the 
abe morning, they eſcaped all detection, and thus left 
not he good people of Edinburgh and Dundee to won- 
ac; er who had performed ſuch hardy enterprizes, and 
hex be 5/00ds of thoſe cities to admire, that they them 
nts eves were thus outdone upon their own wont - 
out ut, ſuch inſtances are rare. 

es, Innen are moſt of the ions which I had 
er {ſccafion to make on this place, and on the employ- 
ny nents. and manners of its inhabitants. I ſhall only 
her add, 
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add, that, although Perth being ſituated at the mouth 
of the Highlands, ſupplies great numbers of recruits 


for the army; yet, through various circumſtances, 


the citizens of Perth have been led to conceive an 
averſion to the ſoldiery their which renders; reſidence 
particularly diſagreeable to the officers: - 


Px To DUNXELD. 


Ar Perth I lingered week after week, pleaſed with 
the place and its inhabitants, and hoping that the 
almoſt unintermitted rains which had prevailed 


through Summer, and through the former part of 


Harveſt, might terminate, at length in a {ſeries of 
fair weather, more favourable for travelling. When 
only a ſhort while remained for me to proſecpte 
wy little jaunt, before the return of winter, I re- 


ſolved no longer to await a favourable viciſſitude of 


the weather, but proceed ,through the weſt High- 
lands, to whatever ſtorms I might be expoſed. 


TowarDs the beginning of October, therefore, 
J left Perth, on horſeback, and unaccompained 
by any friend whoſe ſocial converſe might have 
withdrawn my attention from the ſcenes I went to 


5 view. Dunkeld was the firſt. object in my route. 


The road lay along the weſtern bank of the Tay; 
| | leading 
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kading through a country for ſome miles in u high 
ſtate of cultivation. I had, under my eyes, as I 
proceeded, thoſe ſeats of manufacturing induſtry 
which I have already mentioned as being numerous 
in the vicinity of Perth. It occurred to me, as I 
advanced, that the environs of Perth had not yet 
aſſumed that ornamented aſpect which diſtinguiſhes 
the country immediately ſurrounding the greater 
ities of Edinburgh and Glaſgow. The ſtate of 
towns and villages always extends its influence over 
the neighbourhood, within a certain ſphere. The 
inhabitants of a village have their kitchen gardens 

and parks or crofts, with ſmall ſpots of meadow, 
to afford winter-fodder to their cattle.” ' Where the 
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town or village is of ſome conſiderable ſize, the 


ſphere through which it ſpreads cultivation, be- 
comes more extenſive: the adjacent farms, as well 
s the ſmall poſſeſſions of the town's folk or villagers, 


ure more carefully cultivated than they otherwiſe 


vould be; and in a way to furniſh articles of living 
to the town or villages.—Again, when fuch a plate 
becomes the ſeat of trade or manufactures, and its 
wealth and population are rapidly augmented; eſta. 
biſhments for induſtry, connected with thoſe in 
the town, are naturally formed through the neigh- 
bouring country; and it becomes a buſy ſcene 6f 
the mingled labours of manufacture and agriculture. 
About this period i in the progreſs of a city, or per- 
VeL, I. U ' haps 
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Raps after it has advanced ſomewhat farther, its 15 
more opulent inhabitants begin to diſplay, their WI uh 
wealth, and gratify the taſte for rural enjoyment Wl ful 
which confinement in a town naturally gives them, rre 
by forming villas through the environs. Hence are zin. 
farm-houſes, ſeats of manufactures, and villas of the BI uh 
richer citizens mingled over the ſcene in the prettieſt 

confuſion imaginable. Thus far nearly, but not 1 


farther have the environs of Perth been cultivated fror 


and adorned. The houſes of ſome country-gentle- ner: 
men' ſtand in its near neighbourhood. Some of the Ml 1, 


citizens have begun to gratify themſelves with their BY |. 
Villas. But, the bleachſields and cotton-works, He! 


with the little hamlets inhabited by the labourers at I tena 
theſe, give its chief decorations to this tract of ty. 


ground. Wy * „ thoſ 


As I advanced, the ſcenery became more and fea] 
more bleak around me. I was proceeding beyond of + 


the ſphere of cultivation. Towards the river, in- ceive 
deed, where the land was naturally fertile enough I hoſp 


to tempt even ſloth to labour, the crops were rich; I ed, a 
and late as it was in the year, they were not yet all N ny; 


cut down. On the other hand, the fields were for! 
moſſy, and brown with heath, except here and BM ind 
there, where the improvements of the plough had WM ti; h 
been tried, that the corn ſtill ſtood with a green ll rear: 

povei 


yet withered aſpect; or having been cut down, was 
1 5 | built 


7 
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built up in pigmy ſhocks. On the left was Birnam, 
which could not now afford to ſend a very power- 
full detachment of its trees to Dunſinnane. At a 
great diſtance may be perceived a high ridge of 
ills on which ſome remains of the famous — 
which was s Macheth's caſtle are ſaid yet to exiſt. 


In a lonely part of hs road, at ſome diſtance 
from any habitations, I was ſurpriſed to meet a ve- 
nerable, old man, who, by his looks, might be a- 
bout the age of eighty. He wore a'grey cloak, a 
large, brown wig, and a blue bonnet on his head. 
He had a ſtaff in his hand. There was in his coun- 


tenance a mingled expreſſion of mildneſs and digni- 


ty. His whole aſpect recalled to my remembrance, 
thoſe old Scotchmen of whom Taylor, the water- 
poet, in the account of his Journey into Scotland, 
peaks, as men, who, notwithſtanding the plainneſs 
of their dreſs, poſſeſſed great wealth, and would re- 
ceive ſcores of men with the moſt liberal, plenteous 
hoſpitality. While my imagination was thus employ- 
ed, and at every new ſtroke of her pencil, was raiſing 


my veneration for the old man, I came up to him, 


tor he was approaching to meet me on the road, 
and was aſtoniſhed to hear him, with his bonnet in 
bis hand, aſk my charity. My reſpect for his ap- 
pearance was not diminiſhed by this confeſſion of his 
Me but I was ſtruck with ſomething like riſing 
ils -- |  horrour 
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tid in a ſequeſtered nook, in an angle formed by the 
junction of two hills near the river. It was evening 
when I paſſed here. The ſcenery was new to me; 
for I had never before viſited any place of which 1 
could remember the outline and aſpect to have borne 
2 near reſemblance. Its features being only half 
ſen, and with the gloom of evening hanging over 
them, imp: eſſed my imagination more forcibly than 
they might otherwiſe perhaps have done, I began 
to reflect that I was entering the land of Offian's 
heroes; the land which preſented thoſe few ſimple, 
grand, and gloomy objects which gave a melancho- 


h caſt to the imagination of the poet, and ſupplied 
that ſublime, but undiverſified imagery which forms 
| one of the moſt peculiar characteriſtics of the an- 


cient Gaelic "= 


WHILE my e was an connecting the 
ſcenery around me with ſome of the moſt favourite 
ſubjects of my reading, I approached the ferry be- 
low Dunkeld. The Tay runs here with a deep and 
rapid current, after bending from a ſouth-weſtern to 
2 north-eaſtern direction by a fine [ſweep which it 
makes immediately above. Near the ſouthern ſta- 
tion of the ferry-boat; grow two vaſt elms; the 
girths and age of which I enquired, but either ob. 
tained no diſtinet information upon this head, —or, 

| | if 
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it 1 did, it has eſcaped me.—A very ancient tree 
remaining withered, is a truly noble object. It 
carries the imagination backward from generation 
to generation of the human race, to the hands that 
planted it, or the eyes which ſaw its firſt verdure. 
It ſuggeſts ideas of ſtrength, not ſavage, but gentle 
and beneficent, and of grandeur not terrible but 
amiably ſublime. It is the pride of the vegetable 
world, as the lion and the elephant among quadru- 
peds, the eagle and the condor among birds, the 
the hero and the ſage among men. With ſuch an 
object does the human imagination eaſily aſſociate al 
thoſe events, thoſe feelings, and thoſe ideas which 
the memory is beſt pleaſed to recollect. Some of 
the moſt amiable of men have expreſfled- a fondnels 
of attachment to trees which they had been accuſ- 
tomed to view, or under whoſe ſhade they had been 
wont to loiter, finely expreflive of the gentle ſenſi 
| bility of their hearts. Many trees will live and 
grow to a wonderful age and fize. In the Marquis 
of Lothian's park, at Newbottle, are an aſh or two, 
among 2 number of other fine trees, which have 
grown to the height of an hundred and twenty feet, 
and a beech maturing, in girth, more than twenty 
feet. The bark of this beech-tree is inſcribed with 
the initials of the names of many who have viſited 
it, with the addition of the year on which the'in- 


ſcription was carved out, I have ebſerved ſome of 
9 theſe 
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theſe inſcriptions dated as far back as the year 17325 
which were very little deepened, or cloſed up by 
the ſubſequent increaſe of the girth of the tree, al- 

though it is till freſh, and muſt have continued to. 
increaſe ſince that period: From this fact, it is na- 
tural to infer, that a tree which grows ſo ſlowly, yet. 
; at preſent ſo vaſt, muſt undoubtedly have grown 
through a long ſeries of years. Among the won« 
ders of Mount Etna are ſome cheſnut-trees of aſto- 
ſiſhing ſize. But the moſt remarkable of them all 
s called the Cheſart-tree of the hundred horſes. . Un- 
der its ſhade an hundred men on horſeback are eaſi. 


y ſheltered from a ſtorm ; its trunk now hollow, _ 


through the decay of age, affords a capacious tem- 
porary abode for a conſiderable number of ep to- 


Tux rapidity of the ſtream at this ferry, renders ĩt 
impoſſible for the boatman to carry paſſengers di- 
kctly over. In ſpite of every effort, the ſtrength 
of the current, where its force i is greateſt, hurries 
the boat a ſmall Way down, between each ſucceſſive 
iroke of the oars; and by the time when the moſt 
impetuous part of the ſtream is paſſed, it has become 
teceilary to row upwards. , It has been propoſed to 
row a bridge over the Tay at Dunkeld : And 1 
bould think that the advantages which muſt, una« 
. reſult from the a would very ſoon; 

| | repay 
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repay the neceſſary expence. The intercourſe" hs. 8 
tween the North Highlands and the Low: Country — 
| ts neceſſarily great. Even travellers on foot are con · wig 
fiderably retarded and expoſed by the circumſtances Ss 
of the ferry. Paſſengers with horſes are ſtill-more oh 
ſo. But, for cattle and carriages of all kinds the . 
labour and inconvenient delay muſt be exceedingly SL 
' troubleſome. None would refuſe to pay for the 3 
| paſſage by a bridge, what is now levied as the du 5 
for the ferry: for every paſſenger would, after all * K 
be a conſiderable gainer by the exchan ge. Thei inter. Ws 
courſe thus facilitated, in this line of communication TW 
would ſoon become much more frequent 3 and the hw 
mutual improvement of the Highlands, and of that My 
part of the low country immediately adjacent, would 
naturally follow. We have lately ſeen many noble, 155 
public works executed by ſubſcription, where the Wor 
ſum ſubſcribed was a free gift, — not a loan, or the "Wt 
purchaſe-money of an annuity. But, ſhould a bridge "Wiki 
be built over the Tay, at Dunkeld, by ſubſcription; £ the 
che tolls (which ought for a while to be the fame We 
as the dues of the ferries) would, even at fut! 4 
ſhould ſuppoſe, prove adequate to the payment of Leon! 
a reaſonable intereſt of the whole money contributed Ihe 
towards the erection of the bridge: And, as the inter et 
courſe, in this way, ſhould become' more frequent; when ci 
the amount of the tolls would,” within a few te byt 
become ſo much more conſiderable, as to diſcha Yau. 


ts 
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the whole of the principal debt, and leave the paſ- 


6 age of the bridge free, except for ſome ſmall trifle, 
Io expended upon ſuch occaſional repairs as, it 
might require. Independently of theſe proſpects ;, 
2 every landholder, through the circumjacent country 
he and every farmer, merchant, or manufacturer whoſe. 
buſineſs intereſts them in the intercourſe between / 
4 the Low Country and the Highlands—may reflect, 
* that the erection of ſuch a bridge would contribute 


to raiſe the value of the contiguous lands, and to 


0 aliven induſtry and trade in ſuch a manner as might, 
= Lg than compenſate for any direct loſs or diſad- 
ne vantage which they might ſuſtain (if loſs or. difad-, 
oe neg there were) in becoming ſubſcribers to de- 
o iray the erpenen. 4 __ 
ble, Auen 
ys Ler me add, that, if it cannot tbe otherwiſe, AC>. 
* compliſhed, this object ſeems to be not unworthy of, 

the attention of Government. The firſt care of eyery. 


Government ought ever to be,—not to ſuffer the ſtate. , 
it the Society, over which it preſides, to become. 
vorſe: the next, to improve it as faſt as poſſible. 
There this improvement can be effected by ren 
ſconding the natural operation of circumſtances, it is 
rell; the direct, oſtenſible intervention of Govern- 5 
dent will there be unneceſſary and improper. But - 
when circumſtances are not powerful enough to ope- 
tebythemſelves; then, let Government put forth its 
Vor. I. ä kand, 
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land,—if the improvement in view promiſe: to be 


conſiderably beneficial to the whole ſociety, or even h: 
to any part of it. In this ſpirit, and upon theſe Wl p. 
principles has the Britiſh Government acted in the ve 
eſtabliſhment of colonies, at a great expence to the fo 


nation; in the granting of bounties, drawbacks, and w. 


præmia upon various branches of trade and manu- im 
facture; in the inſtitution of a board of Truſtees in m. 
Scotland, to watch over the improvement of the vi 
country, and to apply appropriated funds to this ha 
end. In the ſame ſpirit have ſums of the public co 
money been granted, at various times, to promote ho 


the accompliſhment, of works partly of a private, va 
partly of a public nature, both in Scotland and in rec 
England. Where ſuch attentions of the legiſlature dei 
and the exccutive Government have produced their Ml lig 
full effe&; the ſpirit of improvement and of induſ. 

try has been there ſufficiently rouſed, to remove the 
neceſſity of the farther direct interference of the an 
guardians of the national welfare. Thus relieved 


| 87. 
from the neceſſity of applying in all places of the WF in 
empire that foſtering care which has already reared I wa 
ſome branches of trade and induſtry to a great de- a3 
gree of vigour; Government find leiſure, not to re- I hae 
hx their cares, but to turn them elſewhere. The WM cul 
Highlands of Scotland axe now perhaps the largeſt WM co 


tract of unimproved country, ſuſceptible, in vari- 
rious reſpects of high improvement, —that the &x-, 
| 0 | tent 
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tent of the iſland of Great Britain affords. They 


have not within themſelves, ſufficient energy or o- 
pulence to carry on their own improvement. Go- 
vernment have wiſely and earneſtly ſeconded the ef- 


forts of individuals, and of private companies to- 


wards this end. By no other means however, will the 
improvement of the Highlands be more rapidly pro- 
moted than by favouring their increafing intercourſe 


with the Low Country. The bridge of which I _ 


have been talking, would, in my eſtimation at leaſt, 
contribute. efſentially to this: and it may ſurely be 
hoped, then, that, if the efforts and intereſts of pri- 


| vate perſons ſhall not accompliſh a purpoſe which 


requires no enormous expence, and promiſes confi- 
derable benefit to the country ; an upright and en- 
lightened Government will, in due time, lend its aid. 


Iz I have dwelt too long upon the ſubjects of trees 
and of bridges, T muſt beg leave to plead in apolo- 
gy, that, the difficulty of the paſſage by this ferry, 
in the duſk of evening, with horſes in the boat,— 
was ſuch as to diſpoſe the mind to hang as long 
as poſſible upon the laſt agreeable objects that 
had been preſented to it, and to meditate with pe- 
culiar ſeriouſneſs on the means of removing the in- 


convenience which I here experienced. 
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DUNKELD. m⸗ 

Tx village of Dunkeld ſtands cloſe upon the th 
north-eaſt ſide of the river, at a very ſmall diſtance 00 
above the Ferry. It is of narrow extent, and by . 
the aſpect of the houſes and the contiguous g ground, ra 
ſeems to be rather diminiſhing, than increaſing. Its bo 
ſituation is of that character, which is, with pro- ſul 
priety, called romantic, But, ſince all the world have $t 
become judges and admirers of beautiful ſcenery, an 
this term romantic has become almoſt the only one Wi"! 
which is uſed to expreſs admiration of the beauties ill * 
of the face of rural nature. A wood is romantic; be 
a bare plain, equally ſo; an old ruin hid among Wl tei 
trees ſpreading out their roots and branches! in fan- pro 
taſtic figures, is exquiſitely romantic; a modern houſe of 
ſeated in an open lawn, when ſeen in certain points IS 
of view, is honoured with the ſame epithet : 2 hill tio 
18 romantic; and ſo alſo i is a wide and' bleak heath: rot 
| Lakes, rivers, rivulets, pools, waterfalls, are all, Be 
without exception, romantic. Nay there is hardly wh 


any mode of beauty or ſublimity in landſcape that 
is not occafionally dignified or diſgraced with the 
appellation of romantic, by ſome ignorant pretender 


which this word has been advanced into faſhion. 
The time was, when romances, filled with a peculi- 


arly refined, ory, and REY theſe qua- 
ltics 
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lties, in ſome inſtances ſimple ſyſtem of morals, 


manners, ſcenery, and incidents, held that place in 
the eſtimation of the gay and the idle, —which is now 
occupied by novels. The ſcenery particularly, which 
was deſcribed in thoſe works of fiction, was of a cha- 
racer of wild ſublimity, or fanciful beauty, ſuch as 
bore little or no reſemblance to either the beauty or the 
ſublimity marking the ſcenery of cultivated regions. 
Still, however it was of a nature to move the feelings, 
and to excite and keep up the play of imagination. 
The fond readers of romances learned to admire it 


with an extravagance of delight. Even before that 
| ſpecies of gardening which alone of all the ſtyles of 


this art which haye ever been prevalent, is the im- 
proving, not the marring of the charms of the face 
of nature; even before this truly elegant art, which 
is peculiarly our own, was cultivatcd in any perfec- 
tion among us; that ſcenery which the writers of 
romance delighted to frame, was generally admired. 
Beſide that particular ſpecies of ſcenery, any ſcenes 
which had a tendency to withdraw the mind from 
the aſſociations of real life, and to carry the imagi- 
nation to rove through Fairy-land, and to call up 
her own wild creations, were, with little improprie- | 
ty, ranked in the ſame claſs of romantic ſcenery. 
In the progreſs of Engliſh Gardening, the deſigners + 
in this art (the great principles of which are, to 
chuſe ſcenes that are naturally the moſt ſuſceptible 
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nent, —and as will, at the ſame time, beſt accord 


moſt eminent of theſe artiſts, although in places the 


iti 


his endeavours will commonly produce a pygmy, 


2 2 


. 


fanciful aſſemblage of the mingled features of the 
ſublime and the beautiful; his production hardly 
ever turns out to be any thing better than quaint 
Conceit. Hence appears the abſurdity of applying 


ö 
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of fimple decoration; to ſuperinduce upon thee, 
none but ornaments ſuited to their character; and 


when ſcenes little ſuſceptible of decoration, and of wi 
no marked character, muſt, however, be ornament. o 


ed, to give them ſuch ornaments, as they may be by 


moſt eaſily clothed in, —as promiſe to be moſt perma- 


with the ſcenery of the environs) ſeeking to com. 
bine, in their works, every ſpecies and every modi- 
fication of natural or imaginary beauty in landſcape, 
—have frequently tried to ornament or to create the 
romantic. But ſeldom have the efforts even of the 


moſt advantageous, been, in any reaſonable mea- 
ſure, ſucceſsful in creating this ſpecies of beauty, or 
ornamenting and improving it, without injury to 
its native character, where it before exiſted. The 
familiarly beautiful, the artiſt may adorn and im- 
prove. But, whenever he attempts the ſublime, 


the burleſque of that which he intended to exhibit. 
And, when he tries to bring together a wild and 


the term romantic to almoſt every fine feature whe- 


ther of natural, or of ornamented landſcape. And, 
| | | . if 
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i l were impowered to ſpeak with cenſorial authori- 
ty; I ſhould certainly forbid all ladies and gentlemen 
who do not underſtand the meaning of this word, 


t. to expoſe their i ignorance and affectation to r 
e by the frequent uſe ot i in. | 


4 Bur, the ſituation and ſcenery of Dunkeld muſt 
m. de confeſſed to be truly romantic. The buildings 
1;. in their ſtructure, and arrangement wear an antique 
e, apect, The ruins of an ancient cathedral occupy a 
he hrge ſpace towards the north-eaſt end of the ſtreet. 
he The Tay runs ſo immediately under the line of thevil- 
he Wl ge upon one ſide, that it could not poſſibly be there 
enlarged by the addition of another line of houſes; 
or Beyond the winding of the river appear hills with 
to wood ſcattered upon their declivities, and ſcantily 
he TKirted with a border of plain, fertile, ground. Hills 
m- MI [fe around, in the utmoſt irregularity of diſpoſi- 
tion, and having their ſides or ſummits here and 
ny, dere fringed with young wood. All the level 
bit, Wl ground, beſide that on which the village ſtands, and 
ind hat part which is occupied by the Cathedral, is but 
the i very narrow tract. In one diviſion of it ſtands 
dy dhe Duke of Atholl's houſe, with a very narrow 
aint kwn around it. The other is a park filled chiefly 
ing Ml vith aged and tall pines, and with other trees of a 
che: correſpondent character. All in theſe ſcenes that 
nd, bears any obvious: e of human art is of a 
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them, are of nature's boldeſt, rudzſt, moiſt fantaſ. 
tic workmanſhip. Even where art has, more lately 
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grand, venerable, and antique caſt : All thoſe fei. 
tures which have been left nearly as nature formed 


tried to ſoften the harihneſles of the natural fea- 
tures ; their ſtubborn, awful grandeur has been fo 
invincible, that the labours of art have not here 


ended, as they often unintentionally do, in reducing 


Greatneſs to Littleneſs. 


. ARRivinG late in the evening, at Dunkeld, I did 


not go out, till the next forenoon, to view the ſuf. 


rounding ſcenery. A heavy rain had fallen through 
the whole morning, and was even chen continuing 
to fall. 


and early ſummer. 


It was f. late in the ſeaſon, too; that the 
woods had begun to aſſume a more melancholy af. 
pect: their ſhades were now lighter and thinner: 
the withering leaves exhibited a much greater diver- 
ſity of colour, than in the green luxuriance of ſpring 


It was ſabbath; and I had been 


hearing, before I weat out, an eloquent and. affec- 


ting ſermon on our proſpects of a future ſtate of 
retribution. 


39 


The combination of all theſe circum: 


ſtances wrought my mind into a calm, ſolemn, and 
penſive frame, ſuitable to the character of the ſcenery 
through which I went out to ſtray. Entering the 
park which I have mentioned. as filed with a fine 
aſſemblage of lofty, venerable trees, I was, conguc- 


ted 
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ted upon the northern bank of the river to a ferry, 
which is within the compaſs of the Duke of Athols 
ornamented grounds, here, and at ſome diſtance a, 
bove the ferry by which I had paſſed, on the pre- 
ceding evening, in entering Dunkeld. We were 
ferried over, and paſſed, by walks artificially form. 
ed, fometimes leading on in a line near the river, 
and ſometimes diverging from it, through wood, 
corn. fields, and ſhrubbery, diſpoſed over ground of 
extreme irregularity of ſurface. Thus was I con- 
ducted to the banks of the Bran, whoſe torrent 
pours down with furious impetuoſity, which is ſtill 
irritated and increaſed by the oppoſition of the huge 
tones, which riſe here and there in its channel, and 


| impede its courſe. This river, the gloomy aſpect 


which the ſeaſon and the inclemency of the weather 
communicated even to the moſt cultivated parts of 
the landſcape, and the appearance of frowning crags 
above, wherever the eye was raiſed, —frowning even 
where they were thinly ſhaded with young wood, 
joined all together in producing the full effect that | 


could be wrought upon the imagination and the 


feelings by ſcenery the moſt gloomily romantic. 
When I underſtood therefore that we had approach- 
ed near to a noble cataract, over which, in a ſitua- 
tion, alarming, though ſecure, hung a building 
known by the name of Oſſian s Hall ; I was charmed 
vich bee, RO 
Vor. L | ; Y Ty. 9 
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ty, and with the idea of the propriety with which a 
rude building correſponding to our notions of the 


character of the ancient Celtic bard, and of the ac. 
commodations of his time, had been erected in ſuch 


a ſituation. When we came nearer, ſomebody whil. 
pered to me, that I was going to be alarmed" and 
deceived by what would be immediately exhibited. 
We reached the edifice. The door was unlocked 
and thrown open; and immediately after, by the 
ſhifting of an intervening cover, the figure of Oſſian 
Was ſuddenly expoſed to view. So far all was wel: 
For the painting is a noble one, and does honour to 
the Artiſt who drew it: He was faid, T think, to 
have been a Mr Stewart. But, by Oflian we were 
now admitted to an interior apartment, ſpacious 
light, airy, and elegant, ſet round with mirrours, 
and more like a boudoir than a hermitage. This 
apartment hangs over the water. fall. On that ſide, 
the whole room is illuminated. The river was full: 
and an unuſually large volume of water poured 
over the precipitous rocks in the channel. By the 
preſſure, and the impetuoſity with which it fell, a 


great part of it was whitened, or broken into foam, 


A miſt hung over it; and by communicating a ſmall 


| degree of gloom, greatly enhanced the grandeur of 
the ſcene. The ſurrounding rocks, the character of 


the trees that ſhaded them, the ſtunning din with 


which the water was e from the height 
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of the cataract, —all co-operated finely to elevate 


the imagination, and to impreſs the feelings with a 
pleaſing and ſolemn awe.—lIt was that wild ſublimi- 
ty which calls home the powers of the mind from 
lighter excurſions, and ſuggeſts ſome of the loftieft 
ſentiments that can be aſſociated with material ima- 
gery. But, while the mind was thus moved, it was 
impoſſible to turn the eye, for a moment from this 
impreſſive ſcenery, without having the ſine train of 
thought with which it had been ſwelled, moſt diſ- 
agreeably broken. The glaring gaiety of the room 
was of a character inconſiſtent with that of the ob- 
jects around it. It diſpelled the ſolemn awe, and 


pleaſing melancholy with which thoſe impreſſed the 


mind; yet not ſo entirely as to introduce in their 
room, its own airy cheerfulneſs; and the conſe- 
quent effect was, that the imagination and the feel- 
ings were harraſſed and diſguſted between the two. 
To add to this, the mirrours which are inlaid round 
the walls, and in the ceiling of this apartment, are, 
by a fantaſtic contrivance, ſo. diſpoſed, as to afford 
various reflections of the whitened volume of wa- 
ter, as it pours down the cataract; like ſmoke, like 
lame, like boiling oil. This is a Conceit of which 
the contriver was probably very proud ; and I doubt 
not but it may have been much admired by many a 
viſitant of taſte. But, I muſt confeſs, that I could 
bot help conſidering it with other ſentiments than 

1 | thoſe 
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thoſe of admiration. Contraſt does indeed produce 
fine effects in gardening, no leſs than in the other fine 
arts: and ſurpriſe is on many occaſions, not an un- 
pleaſing emotion. But, ſurely, in theſe ſcenes, this 
contraſt is very unſuitably diſplayed, and this ſur. 
priſe very unſeaſonably excited. I could never 2. 
dopt Dr South's notion, that a good epigram is the 
moſt perfect, and the nobleſt of human compoſi. 
tions. Except for the expreſſion of ſolitary thought, 
or in the light, airy play of elegant converſation, I 


could never regard epigram as producing happy ef- B. 
fects. But, if epigram be not always advantageous nd! 
in compoſition in language; epigrammatic point and ingen 
turn are undeniably unſuitable in all the Fine Arts vel! 
which employ bulkier and more unwieldy ſigns than ¶ ppea 
words. In painting, in architecture, in muſic, epi · ¶ throw 


gram is always injurious, unleſs where burleſque BW which 
effects are intended: but in gardening it is abſolute- ¶ about 
ly deteſtable. Pity, that the noble character of Eng · ¶ dal w 
liſh gardening, ſhould. be any where diſgraced by conte 
epigrammatic conceit. In this light do I view the {from | 
airy hall overhanging this cataract, with its quaint ther x 
decorations : And after having my feelings, coarſe i diſtiné 
as they are, affected by it, as they were, cannot help upect 
entering my proteſt againſt it—And, yet, I may be ¶ eaſoye 
wrong. I cannot hold myſelf forth as a connoiſſeur 
mn Ornamental Gardening. It may have been acci- 


dental caprice, or a. ſecret deſire to exerciſe the — 


THE 
# ven 
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brial ſpirit of criticiſm, or ſheer ignorance perhaps, 
or ſome other cauſe not founded in correct judgment 
or genuine delicacy of taſte, which diſpleaſed me 
with this Hall conſecrated to Qian. It may com- 
mand the approbation of other viſitants, better qua- 
ied to judge, than I: and the well-known max» 
im, De guſtibus non diſputandum, ought always to be 
remembered, with as leaſt more or leſs acquieſcence 
m it. | | 


Bur, in theſe ſcenes, nature has done ſo much, 
us WW and has been ſo#happily ſeconded by fine Taſte and 
1d WM noenious Art, that a good many blemiſhes might 
ts vell be pardoned! for the fake of the beauties that 
in Wppear. Nearly adjoining. to the Hall is an arch 
i- thrown over the river at a place, and in a manner 
ue which give it a finely pictureſque effect, and having 
te- about it various accompaniments, natural or artifi- 
g- Wh cial which improve this ect. We returned from 
by WH contemplating the water-fall by a different path 
he WW from that by which we had come to it. But, nei- 
nt der my notes, nor my recollection give me any 
le Wi diſtin or connected repreſentation of the varied 
upet of the rivers, woods, and grounds which EF 
enjoyed, on my return to the inn. 


Taz remains of the ancient Cathedral, give an air 
# venerable antiquity to the village of Dunkeld. 
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The firſt church is ſaid to have been built here, by cant 
Conſtantine, King of the Picts, in the year 815. non 
The firſt eccleſiaſtical dignity eſtabliſhed in this place, turb 
was that of Abbot. The Abbot of Dunkeld, and all man 
the other clergy of the country, were at that time, than 
moſt probably, ſubject to the Abbot of Hyona. After Wl der: 
the Monaſtic Eſtabliſhment of Hyona had been ruin. fron 
ed by the Danes, as it ſhould ſeem ; or had other. ed te 
wile loſt its ſupremacy over the Pictiſh Church, the BI poſſe 
Abbot of Dunkeld was a while at the head of the ¶ volv 
PiQtiſh Clergy. At a later period in our hiſtory, Wi try i 
Dunkeld became a Biſhopric. I know not the date of t! 
of the erection of the Cathedral. It has been a gige 
noble Gothic pile. The choir 1s {till preſerved, and 
at preſent occupied as a church. Here is the Burial A 
place of the Family of Atholl, and ſome ancient tu- ¶ expo! 
neral monuments. 3” he fo; 
FE og grant for tl 

I suxvEvRD the ruins of the Cathedral with that 1 
awe and melancholy retroſpection towards the days Hr: 
of our forefathers, which ſuch lofty remains natu - memc 
rally inſpire. Among the. moſt agreeable ſubjects {Ml night 
which they ſuggeſted to my remembrance; was the Wi tad f. 
character of Gavin Douglas, once Biſhop of this WI beauti 


See. He was one of thoſe that did the higheſt ho- WI legen 

nour to the Romiſh religion, during the period of ¶ vcre 

its eſtabliſhment in Scotland. He was the ſon of a know: 

noble family; a man of learning; a prelate of purs WM ine ar 
a candid, | 
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candid, dignified manners; and a poet inferior to 
none in the age in which he lived. The barbarous 
turbulence of the feudal times, affected indeed the 
manners and the circumſtances of the clergy, leſs 


than the other claſſes in ſociety. But, even the 


dergy were not untainted by its ſpirit, or ſecure 
from its rage. Gavin Douglas, after being appoint- 
ed to the Biſhopric of Dunkeld, was obliged to take 
poſſeſſion of his See, almoſt vi et armis. - He was in- 
rolved in the civil broils which diſtracted his coun- 
try in his day, and was, at laſt, through the ſucceſs 
of the party againſt whom his connections had en- 


"EO Bl RN 


85 wi driven into tons -.20261 4a 


apoſed, /and the buſtle in which he was engaged, 
he found time for the reſearches of erudition, and 
for the emen of * Lovers of * poely. : © 43 


Eis Tranflation of . Hes high ber to > his 
memory. ' At that period, few, even of thoſe who 
night cultivate poetry and the other elegant arts; 
lad ſoundneſs and delicacy of. taſte, to reliſh the 
beauties of the claſſical writers of Greece and Rome: 
legends, Myſteries, and the Phantaſies of Allegory 
vere the favourite works of fancy. What was 
known of the hiſtory, and what was reliſhed of the 
inc arts of the poliſhed nations and ages of antiqui- 


ty, 
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ty; was obtained at ſecond-hand, and through m 
dia by which they were corrupted and, diltorted, 
' Unleſs perhaps in Italy, there were, at that tame, if 
my memory does not greatly fail me, no poets 
throughout Europe, who could. have executed ſo 
claflical a work as Gavin Douglaſs's Tranſlation of 
Virgil. Engliſh poetry was no longer what it had 
been in the days of Chaucer and Gower. - Germany 
and the Netherlands were beginning, indeed, to 
produce Eruditiſimi and Ilufriſfomi. In France, the 
glory of the Troubadours had faded; and no poets 
of a chaſtened, claſſical taſte had yet ariſen, Cle. 
ment Marot was not to be compared with Gavin 
Douglas. In Italy, Dante had indeed by this time 
produced his Inferno, that wonderous mixture of 
the ſublime, the vehement, the ludicrous, the mean, 
and the abſurd : and Arioſto had written that en- 
chanting medley of tales of knight-errantry, the be- 
witching intereſt of which was ſo powerful as, not- 
withſtanding its laſciviouſneſs, to gain in its favour, 
a recommendatory bull from a Pope, —and which 
ſtil continues to entertain, beyond almoſt every 
other work of that age. But, I believe, that, next 
after Italy, Scotland was then more diſtinguiſhed by 
poetical genius, than any other country in . 
And at the head of the Scottiſh poets of that age, 

am inclined to rank the Biſhop of Dunkeld. Hi 
ariginal works, * much in the 2llegoral 
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6 WY taſte of the age, do him little lefs honour than his 
d. tranflation of Virgil. There is in his deſcriptions 
ii WY of nature, a correctneſs, and a pictureſque rich- 
e nc, which diſtinguiſh him as having poſſeſſed the 
genuine imagination and judgment of a poet.— 
of Wl He had alſo inveſtigated, with great care, the anti- 
ad quities of Scottiſh Hiſtory. He communicated to 
07 Wl Polydore Virgil, that account of the affairs of Scot- 
i6 Bl land, which he inſerted in his elaborate work. He 
the BY died of the plague, while in exile, in England. 

* e 

1. Dux RELD ſerves as a market- town to a conſide- 
rin 


rable part of the circumjacent country. On every 
me Saturday, it is more or lets crowded with people who 
of repair hither for the tranſaction of country buſineſs. 
an, After the tranſactions of the day are ended, or, in- 
ell BY deed, not ſeldom in the conducting or terminating 
be them, copious libations of whiſky are drunk. Theſe, 
0 it firſt, brighten*the wit and warm the affections, 
ur, ind thus promote good fellowſhip. But, as the 
ich judgment is cleared and enlivened, and the affec- 
er tions are warmed, the ſenſe of perſonal dignity is at 
er the ſame time increaſed in every Highlandman's 
LD treat ; his honour becomes more punctilious; and 
a tis valour fiercer. In the play of converſation, ſome 
23, lference of opinion accidentally ariſes, ſome un- 
By uacky word is unthinkingly dropped: Contention 
Sol WY enſues : The jealouly of Highland honour is offend- 
alc Vo. I. 2 | cd. 
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ed. Highland courage can no longer reſtrain itſelf; Wl uti 
A blow is given on one fide or another. Uproar Wl vir 
follows. And the whole terminates in a deſperate eſta 
fray, producing abundance of blue eyes, bloody WM the 
noſes, looſened teeth, and broken ribs. Hardly ever Wl fan 
a' market-day pafles over at Dunkeld, without oc- mir 
caſioning, in this way, more or leſs work for the fk 
furgeon. whi 
: . 8 cup 

SGBo urs are fed on tle hills around this village. but 
And, I have been told, that, Company uſed for- info 
merly to reſort hither in the ſummer- months for BW cf p 
the purpoſe of drinking goat's milk. Goat's milk es, 
is now leſs valued, as a ſpecific, than it formerly. WM whi 
was. Watering-places have at the ſame time be- all a 
come more faſhionable :. and at theſe, accommoda- BW Tay 
tions have been provided; which are not to-be ex. dem 
18 in the ſequeſtered: abodes of goat-herds. in it 
| then 
5 poſſeſſes ſome ſmall manufactures. 1 bein 
nen-yarn being the great product of the adjoining WW men 
country, this place naturally becomes an inferior mart be f 
for the ſale of that commodity. Jam not ſure that WW him 
the cotton-· manufacture has yet been tried here. the 
But, as the beſt linen- yarn in the country is ſpun in man 
the diſtrict of Atholl; Dunkeld has been thought ſcen. 
an advantageous ſituation for a Thread - Manufacture. the 
Lſhould. ſuppoſe, indeed, that the extent and popu- Wl men 


lation 
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ation of this village might eaſily be enlarged; and 
various new manufactures, ſuitable to the ſituation, . 


eſtabliſhed in it; were it not for the narrowneis of 


the level ground about it; and the deſire which the 
amily of Atholl very naturally have, rather to di- 
miniſh than enlarge the limits of the village, for the 
fake of their pleaſure-grounds; upon the extent of 
which it conſiderably encroaches. The village is OC 
cupied, not by tenants under the Duke of Atholl, 
but by feuars, holding from him: and Thave:been 
informed, that the Duke takes every opportunity 
of purchaſing up the feus and demoliſhing the hou- 
ſes, in order thus to remove, by degrees, a nuiſance 
which circumſtances allow him not to rid himſelf of, 
all at once. If a bridge ſhall ever be thrown over the 
Tay in this vicinity the village may then be entirely 
demoliſhed; and a new town raiſed with advantage; 
in its ſtead, -on the other ſide of the river. It may 
then increaſe to great extent, and population; and 
being in a ſituation where it will be rather orna- 
mental than .otherwiſe, to the Duke's domain, may 
be foſtered, rather than diminiſhed by the care of 
him and his ſucceſſors. Yet ſtill the deſcendents of 
the ancient inhabitants, the Antiquarian, and the 
man of ſenſibility will. view with fond regret the N 
ſcene to which inhabitants were once attracted by 
the opulence and the ſanctity of a noble eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Romiſh Church; which has continued 

5 | 22 ED 
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2 village of ſome name for a long while after the 
fall of that Eſtabliſnment to which it owed its 
riſe; and which was ſo happily fituated for the con · 
venience of the ſurrounding country, that, had it 
not been for the accidental circumſtance of its ſtand. 
ing in the near neighbourhood: of a great man's 
ſeat, it might perhaps have increaſed with the in- 


crealing improyement of the country, to a thriving kno 
and opulent city.-No wonder, that the ſtudy of WM imp 
Antiquities ſhould aſſume a faſcinating Powers over can 
the minds of thoſe who have once engaged in it: ¶ deli 
no aſſociations are more directly addreſſed to all our tutic 
more tender feelings, than thoſe with which i Its ob Its | 
jects are connected 2 | Tay, 
| | SAT | | in m 
Sins inſtitution funded at Dunkeld by the ami, Wi ſtitu 
able charity of the late Ducheſs of Atholl, deſerves babl) 
high praiſe, I wiſh, that the example were gene- ¶ of it 
rally imitated. Her piety and humanity induced ; 
her to eſtabliſh for the benefit of the children of the Te 
inhabitants of Dunkeld, a Sunday School, in i keld, 
tion of the ſchools of the ſame ſpecies which were WM tural 
eſtabliſhed firſt in various manufacturing towns in Wl fatio 
England, and ſince in ſome few other places in WI ſumn 
Scotland. I was much pleaſed to ſee the cleanneſ I dells 


and neatneſs of dreſs, and the decency of behaviour WM geno1 
with which thoſe children appeared together at di- tai: 


vine ſervice, on benches er 8 to fands 


151 1 
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them, in the church. No great lady can leave 2 
iner memorial than this of her virtues, or erect a 
nobler monument to preſerve her memory. In this 
ige, when politicians and lawgivers have wholly 
withdrawn their regard from the virtue of mans 
kind, and turned it entirely to the making of pro- 
vilon for their ſecurity and their enjoyments 31 
know not that any thing has been done towards the 
improvement of the Lower in ſociety, that 
can be compared, for wiſdom and benevolence of 
deſi zn, or for the felicity of its effect, with this inſti- 
tution of Sunday Schools. If Dunkeld, either in 
its preſent ſituation, or on the other ſide of the 


| Tay, ſhall ever make any conſiderable advancements 


in manufacturing induſtry; the Sunday School in- 
ſtituted by the late Ducheſs of Atholl will then pro- 
bably become ſtill more beneſicial to the children 
of its N n than a WIE | 


To that little which I hank aid concerning «Riba 
keld, I cannot conclude without adding that a Na- 
turaliſt might very advantageouſly chuſe this for his 
ſation, for a few weeks, or perhaps months in 
ſummer. I am perſuaded, that the neighbouring 
dells and heaths muſt afford a great variety of indi- 
genous plants. The ſtrata of the rocks might well 
detain the attention of the mineralogiſt; and on the 
{nds of the river he might * up ſpecimens of the 

various 
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various materials of which thoſe ſtrata are compo- 


ſed. And if he were not a mere mechanic in Natu- 
ral Hiſtory, he might farther amuſe himſelf by col. 
lecting many nice and curious particulars in the na. 
tural hiſtory of the human fpecies, through an at. 
tention to the ſimple modes of life which in theſe 
regions have not yet ceaſed. to . N 


DunxeLD has among its inhabitants; a {mall con, 
gregation of * e 712 


#4 


— = — Ps T2 
From D UNKELD fo BALE-Ar THOLL. i 5 IO 


Augouon rain had continued, ae es 
ing, to fall ſo heavily as to hinder me from viewing 
the Duke of AtholPs pleaſure. grounds around Dun 
| Keld fo comfortably, ſo leiſurely, or ſo completely 
as T ſhould otherwiſe have done; and although it 
abated not towards the afternoon ; Yet, as there 
appeared ſmall probability-of ſuch a change'as might 


aſſure me of a fair day for travelling, by the next 


morning; I reſolved to proceed to Blair-Atholl, at 
ter dinner, at the riſque of being drenched with 
rain, to the ſkin. I had, in this journey, taken an oo 
caſional ſervant. And the ſervant with whom I had 


e ee to PRO oy not the fame 
1 71 motine 
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notives which I had, to urge him on, ſeemed leſs 


willing than I, to expoſe himſelf to the ſtorm, 
But, my reſolution was taken: and we ſet out. 

Our way lay along the northern bank of the Tay. 
For ſome length, the road was cloſely confined wi- 
thin the Duke of Atholl's plantations. At about a 
mile's diſtance from Dunkeld, we travelled along a 
Rumbling Bridge, which is one of the particulars in - 
this neighbourhood, uſually recommended to * 
notice of ſtrangers. 


ADVANCING, the vale opened ſomewhat more 


| fully to my view. The Tay was here broad and deep, 
| nd appeared to flow with a beautiful, yet majeſtic 


courſe through the narrow vale which it interſects, 
The ſides of the hills were clothed, on both hands; 
with wood. Corn-fields, having the corn in ſome 
places ſtill uncut, and only of a yellowi/h hue, but 
m other places in the ſhock, were intermingled a- 
mong the woods. With theſe were alſo interſper - 
kd ſpots of paſturage and meadow-ground. Theſe 
ſcenes of cultivation were not ſeen to advantage at 
o late a period in the ſeaſon, and in ſo dreary an af. 
ternoon. And yet, I know not, if the melancholy 
upect of the woods in the end of Autumn, and 
even in the gloomieſt days in this part of the ſea- 
bn, be not apt to awake in the heart a train of more 

„ | pleaſing 
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and languor which often renders a delicate female 


awakened it to a particular train of exerciſe, reviews 


view the progreſs and the changes of the fortunes and 


pleaſing emotions, although of a penſive, ſombroue i te 
caſt perhaps, than when they appear in the gaudy cal 


verdure of Spring and early Summer. The green ſen 


has given place to a brown which is diverſified by a WW po! 
much greater variety of ſhades. The luxuriance of 

vigorous growth no longer obtrudes itſelf on the 2 
obſervation. All has aſſumed that caſt of ficklineſs 


form mare intereſting and attractive, than beauty 
in the full fluſh of vigorous health. Afound all, 
there is diffuſed an air of lonelineſs and deſolation, 
of firmneſs bearing up with fortitude againſt thoſe 
ſhocks which it cannot altogether withſtand, and of 
penſive regret for faded glories—which calms the 
lighter and more frivolous emotions of the mind,; 
rouſes the elaſtic energy of its nobler feelings, and 
awakes Imagination to a train of exerciſe, in which 
ſhe frames ſome of her fineſt creations, The eaſe 
with which the mind, when ſuch objects have thus I bo! 
is ſuf 
on it 


lang 


the paſt progreſs of tho ſeaſons, naturally leads it by 
no painful tranſition, to trace with a retroſpective 


the ſentiments of human life: From the life of the 
individual, the range of reflection is inſenſibly ex- 
tended to the progreſs and fluctuations of ſociety, 
and | of all human things: And with this ſeries of 

reflection, 
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teflection, the nobleſt images that material nature 


can be conceived to preſent, and the moſt 'exalted 
ſentiments of which the human mind can be or 
poſed 1 are 1 gn 
Amono the trees in the woods hag which 
the road ſtill continued to lead, and which are ſeat- 
tered to a vaſt extent, in clumps, in belts, and in 
krger bodies of no determinate figure, as well as, 
i times, in a ſtill more ſtraggling order; throught 
the vale Among thoſe trees, the moſt beautiful- 
ly remarkable, cat ſtruck my eye, was the werping | 
birch. - Till It has attained a certain age; this elegant 
tree, in whick indeed the grandeur of the tree ſeems 


| united with the beauty of theſhrub, ſpreads its branl. 


the ordinary direction between vertical and 
horizontal. In thme, however, the buſhy top of each 
branch, eſpecially when loaded with leaves, becomes 
too heavy for the {lender; flexible ſtallt by which'it 
ſuſtained? The branch yielding; dreps the bunches 


on its top downwards: And theſe 1 aud 


every tree, às fo many of the mold deabeseue Pr 
ons, compoſed of fibrous branches and delicate 
ewes. The weeping willow which hangs its'branc 
ches and leaves in the fime manner, is alſd extrem. 


beautiful, But in my eſtimation, not "equal 16 
he beauty of che weeping: 18 
Vox. I. 
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of all kinds, are the trees of wild ſcenes. and cold ol 
climates. In this part of Strath-Tay, the-weeping th 
birch thrives' in the happieſt manner: And it is WW th 
one of the- trees which have- been moſt n it 
** n theſe OT 5 ot 


MeL proceeded; it was curious to bſerve, the 
contraſt between wildneſs: and cultivation, on the tr) 
ſides'of- the hills. From the weſtern bank of the tou 
river eſpecially, corn. fields, ſeemingly upon a foil WM {01 
ſufficiently rich and deep, and neatly incloſed with- is: 
in ſtone-fences, - roſe; te · a conſiderable height, upon alo 
the declivities of the mountains. Ihe'higher, pe wh 
roſe, ſo much the greener and the more. backw: 
did the crop ſtill appear. And, immediately be- mo 
yond the line where cultivation ter mir ated; appear- 
ed the wildeſt heath, in all the bleakneſs of: uncon- 
querable ſterility.' It ſeemed as if, in the conteſt be- 
tween human induſtry and the local ſullenneſs of 
nature in theſe ſcenes, the latter had been reluc- 


tantly compelled to yield to the former; and flowly I wit. 
receded before its attacks, with a ſcowling front.— min 
It renewed to my remembrance” the conqueſts of wit! 
the -ancient-: Romans in Britain, and. the energy the 
* | v | were ed Pro 
our . Galedchian anceſtors. With the ſume indefa - by t 
tigable valeur did: he Romans penetrate into che by t 
wild regions ef: the Soc * en ame 
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tie ſame indignant fortitude did the hunters. of 


the ancient Caledonia make their laſt ſtand on 


the Grampian Mountains, and there ſullenly with- 
tand every effort of the valour and the n 
of the conquerors of the reſt of Europe. ) 


Tux ng of e eee bb e e 
try appeared to be, for the moſt part, either ſchiſ- 
tous or calcareous. On the banks of the river, the 


ſoil ſeemed wonderfully rich. Indeed, wherever it 


is not ſandy ar marſhy, it is natural, that the ſoil 
along the banks of all rivers ſhould be the richeſt 
which the particular regions afford, through which 
they reſpectively run. The bottom of the vegetable 
mould is, in ſuch ftuations naturally formed of 
fragments broken off from the ſtrata of rocks which 


the river divides, and comminuted into earthy ſand. 


Theſe fragments are never thus broken down, with- 
vut carrying with them more or leſs mould formed 


by the decay of vegetables which have grown and 
withered on their ſurface. When a ſtratum ef com- 


minuted ſtone of whatever character, intermixed 
with vegetable matter, has been thus once formed, 


the ſeeds of vegetables are by the benign care of 
Providence ſoon ſtrewed upon it. Being ſheltered 


by the relative lowneſs of the ſituation, and watered 

by the vicinity of the ſtream; while they are, by the 

fame n fred from any exceſs of water 
Aa 2 _  whuc 
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which might waſte vegetation ;—theſe places ſoon 
come to produce thoſe vegetables, which have been on 

either accidentally or intentionally ſown upon them, ing 
in rich abundance, Every new crop of vegetables I tha: 
contributes, by its decay to, fertilize and enrich, ¶ ver; 
more or leſs, the ground on which it is produced. ind 
And thus, without the intervention of man, are the of t 
narrow plains on the banks of rivers, raiſed by the ¶ er a 
natural operation of circumſtances to high fertility. ¶ ut | 
When, in the ſubſequent improvement of men in Wl neſs. 
the arts of life, theſe tracts are ſubjected to cul- WM: m 
tivation ; hardly can the moſt injudicious agricul. ¶ «qua 
ture reduce them to barrenneſs; and as little, for Ml Here 
the moſt part, can complex labour, or ſingular ag. WM refre 
ricultural ſagacity improve them to that height of ind: 
ſuperinduced fertility to which ſpots leſs fertile, 
have ſometimes been artificially raiſed, 


Tux whole day had been wet and e | 
was, by this time, ſufficiently drenched with rain, 
Nothing but the novelty of the ſcenes, the elevating 
grandeur of the hills, and the mournful, fading 
beauty of the woods and the yale, could have ſo in- 
tereſted my mind as to engage me to proceed on 
my journey, with any degree of ſpirit, on ſuch a 
day. The afternoon was now far ſpent. In 6 
low a ſituation, and under the weight of clouds 


obſcured 


+ 
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obſcured the air, the darkneſs of evening came 
on unuſually ſoon. I ſaw the ſhades of night” clo- 
ing faſt around me, before I had advanced more 
than half. way to Blair-Atholl. As it darkened, e- 
very thing around me put on a ſtill more gloomy 
ind affecting aſpect. Thick miſt ſettled on the tops 
he of the mountains. The woods aſſumed ſtill a deep- 
ho er and a deeper hue of duſky brown; till they at 
y. litt exhibited nothing but ſo many maſſes of dark- 
in Wl nc. Juſt as it darkened, I reached Moulin-Tarn, 
ul. ſmall inn, fituated nearly ſo as to divide into two 
ul. equal parts, the road from Dunkeld to Blair. Atholl, 
for Here I dried my clothes before a comfortable fire, 
ag: refreſhed myſelf with ſome whiſky and oat- cakes; 
of ind as ſoon as the horſes had fed, remounted, and 
ile, ¶ continued my journey, in the darkneſs, to the inn 


N Blair 0 
MM  BLAIR-ATHOLL and the adjoining country. 
ain. A SNUG room, a blazing fire, a warm ſupper, 
ting I lome well. mixed rum- punch, and the kind atten. 


ions of the landlord and landlady of the inn at Blair, 
bon cheered and refreſhed me, after the wetneſs and 
atigue of my journey from Dunkeld. That I might 
the ſooner enjoy the benefit of the fire, I was invited 
nto the family parlour. I ſupped with the landlord 
nd landlady, and a Captain R a gentleman 
if agreeable manners and entertaining converſation 
who 
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who happened to be with them.—The converſation 
turned chiefly upon the ſubje& of the genetal ſcar 
city of fuel, at this time, through the Highlands: 

and the uncomfortable winter they were likely to 

experience, through want of this neceſſary article. 
Peat is the only ſpecies of fuel that can be eaſily ob- 
tained here in any conſiderable quantities, even in 
the moſt favourable ſeaſons. But as rain had con. 
tinued to fall almoſt inceſſantly through the whole 
of the laſt Spring and Summer, and through all WM va: 
that part of the Harveſt which was already paſt ; W nei, 
they had hardly found a fair day to cut their peats. Wl oth 
After they had ſurmounted this inconvenience, and IM not 
cut them; there remained no poflible means by fre 
which they could have them dried. When they I lim 
ſpread them out upon the heath; the rains waſhed 


them away: When, without waiting for their dry- WW Ft 
ing in this ſituation, they gathered them together nece: 
into ſmall heaps ; the ſame continuance of rain ſoon WF taine 
broke down the heap into a confuſed maſs of mud, WF very 
And, if at length they were urged by want of fuel, WM [nten 
to bring them home in this ill-prepared Rate the rclax 
roads to the moſſes were then found ſo deep and im- pcrha 
paſſable; and the moſſes ſo wrought by the rains into xgio 
quagmires and moraſſes; that it was impoſſible al. ſer; 
moſt to lead horſes without any burthen into the ut, 
ſituation” where the peats were prepared; ſtill more nflue 
fo, to lead them opt again with loads on their backs; Ms tl 
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And as for carts; theſe; could not at all be uſed. In 
this inland part of the country, coals are not to 
de imported, unleſs at an enormous expence. Of 
wood there is little except what has been planted by 
. Wh different noblemen and gentlemen, to decorate and 
ob- telter their grounds: and this is not to be cut 
in down for fuel. Mr Stewart, the landlord of the 
inn at Blair, had obtained five or ſix pounds worth 
of birch in the neighbourhood, for fuel. But, ſuch 
was, even then, the general diſtreſs, that his poorer 
reizhbours; whoſe honeſty: was/ contefledly, upon 
other occaſions, ſuperior to all temptation, could 
not reſiſt the temptation of the birch-wood, but pil- 
tered it upon every opportunity, ſo as to deprive 
eh 


very comfortable, nor human induſtry very active. 
Intenſe, or even continued gentle heat does indeed 
relax the powers of the human frame, and with it, 
perhaps even the faculties of the mind. In colder 
regions, the character of man has been generally 
obſer ved to diſplay its. greateſt energy and activity. 

But, it is rather the abſence of neceſſity than the 
inluence of any direct phyſical cauſe, which enfee- 
lies the human character in the former ſituation : 


Fug 45 in e ente one * the. field | 
neceſſaries of life; where this is difficult te. be ob- 
tained in ſuch climates, human life can never be 
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bodily vigour. Where this neceſlity, however, can. 


2 advantage of a dry climate which it can be ſuppaled 


population ſhall come to be numerous 2 For peats 
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And it is the exiſtence of that neceflity, and the pol. 
ſibility of obeying its impulſe and ſubduing its ſeve. 
rity, which, in the more temperate cold climates 
rouſe man to his nobleſt exertions of mental and 


not be obeyed, and the difficulties which it creates, 
overtome; the heart ſinks into deſpondency; the b 
faculties, and the nerves are unbraced ;; and more Wl |y - 


| helpleſs ſtupidity, and more ſqualid miſery are pro- h 


duced, than in thoſe regions where the powers are übe 
relaxed by tocrid heat, and exertion is checked r of 1 
abundance. OY 9434/4 e SOLAR th fit 


I 3 3 of the firſt objects for con · ¶ No 
ſideration when the improvement of a barren and cold of 
tract of country is intended, — is its ſtate in the reſpet Wl ther 
of fuel. Is it ill ſupplied with this neceſſary artide? Bi c:rr 
How may this diſadvantage be remedied : a country WM don 
of muirs and moſſes will not, at afirſt view, be thought ſupr 
ill ſupplied with fuel; nor indeed will it be fo in re- ¶ con 
ility ; unleſs it be at the ſame time much expoſed WF htio 


to rains, or ſo marſſry that acceſs cannot be readiiy He 


obtained at all times to the ſituations in which peats 
may be dug. Yet, even ſuch a country, with every 


to poſſeſs, will not be well ſupplied withifuel; if iu 


are an article of fuel, of very inconvenient uſe.” Loen 
| where 
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where wood may be plentifully obtained, it is not 


to be greatly preferred for general uſe. For the uſe 


of thoſe manufactures which require the greateſt 


abundance, it can never anſwer very well, in its na- 


tural form. 


Pre- co is therefore the fuel which will natural. 


ly and wiſely be preferred to every other ſpecies, 


wherever it can be readily obtained. It ſeems to 
be wood prepared for fuel in the great laboratory 


of nature. It has various qualities which render it 


fitter for this purpoſe, than any other material that 


can be obtained ſo readily, and in ſuch quantities. 


No wonder, that the inhabitants of the Highlands 


of Scotland, eſpecially on the ſea coaſt, ſhould feel 


themſelves diſpoſed to complain of the duty on coals 
carried coaſtwiſe, to the northern parts of this king- 
dom. It prohibits them, at all times, from ſuch a 
ſupply of this article of fuel as might ſerve to give 
conſiderable encouragement to the increaſe of popu» 


ation, or the inſtitution of eſtabliſhments for manu- 


ficture: And in ſuch ſeaſons as the preſent, it con- 
ſpires with the auſterity of the climate and the in- 
cemency of the ſeaſon, to reduce the few inhabi- 


tants who are fcattered over theſe diſtricts, to the . 
atremity of wretchedneſs. This injudicious im- 274 


poſt is now, however, about to be removed by the 


Vox. 1 e e D --*- ;- attention - 
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attention of a vigilant and virtuous Adminiiaion 


67 

and of an enlightened atone ee ta 

| og 70 

Tx general aſpechkof this . it t e not . B 

be caſy to deſcribe with impreſſive, pictureſque force: 3, 

It is an aſſemblage of lofty hills, the ſummits of I an. 

which have no covering but moſs, upon a bed of ſen 

ſtones and gravel: and where this has been waſhed WI pla 

away by ſtorms, the bare rocks ſhoot up. The the 


ſides of theſe mountains are commonly clad with WM ma 
heath, and other hardy, northern plants: Towards lea: 
their baſes, is ſtill heath; with a mixture of coarſe Lal 
graſs: And under theſe are narrow vales ſometimes ten. 
divided by rapid ſtreams, | affording kindly paſture: Wl : ce 
although commonly embrowned with heath, and WM ©: 
having, here and there, a- fe green ſpots,” ſprink- Wl cr | 
led over them. In ſome places, the declivities of WM cin. 
the mountains are ſo extenſive, and ſo gentle, as to niſh 
form wide tracts of ground: almoſt level, and af. ly c; 
fording excellent paſture for ſheep and black cattle: 3 50 


: . * 1 
2 2 e 
7 


AL MOST every natural diviſion of the hills, whe: 
ther greater or ſmaller, is marked by the courſe of 


ſome torrent. The river Tummel interſects the vals ＋. 
from Logierait, where the Tay turns away in 2 cend 
weſtern direction. Rains frequently ſwell this ri · Wl foref 
ver ſo as to occaſion it to overſpread the plain; Wil nent 
when id carries off hay happening to be in the cock, of th 
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er corn in ſheaf, and ſcatters: ſand over every vege- 
table before it. The other ſtreams, in theſe envi- 
rons, the Garry, the Erochty, the Tilt, and the 
Bruir are more cloſely confined among the hills: 
But when ſwelled by rains, they pour down with 
of Wl zmazing impetuoſity, tearing their banks and pre- 
of ſenting awful inſtances of phyſical force. In many 
xd Wl places, waters are naturally. collected at the baſes of 
the BY the hills; the equality of the level, or the peculiar 
ith Wl manner in which thoſe hills part ahd meet again, 
rds leaves no ready outlet for the waters thus collected. 
rſ Lakes are formed; and after the ſtagnation has ex- 
nes ended as far as the equality of the level continues, 
re: n certain proportion of the water forces an outlet 
nd for itſelf; and many of the rivers, whether ſmaller 
nk- WF cr larger, in this neighbourhood have no other ori- 
of in. The mountains often tower up to an aſto- 
to niſhing height, and have their tops almoſt conſtants 
af. ly crowned with ſnow ar miſt. Boinn-deirg riſes 
tle: 3550 feet above the level of the ſea; and Carn-nan- 
our the higheſt pinnacle of Beinn-glo, to the 
- height of 3724 _ above _w ſme Pages 1 
> of WR $a | 
vale — abound * A rivers; 3 einen 4 7 
nend for a certain length, up ſome of them, The 
n. foreſts are ſtocked with ſtags and roes: Hares are 
in; pienteous through the country: And on the heights 
ck, of the mountains is found the Alpine hare, white 
* 1 5 | in 
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in winter, but having its ſnowy coat ſpeckled in 6 
ſummer, with blueiſh ſpots. Foxes, wild-cats, and re 
weaſels infeſt the hills and woods. The banks of ec 
the rivers are frequented by otters. - The goats, di 
which once formed a conſiderable part ef the ſtock n 
of the farmers in theſe diſtricts, have gradually gi. ot 
ven place to the increaſing flocks of ſheep, and fri 
herds of black cattle.—The farmers are learning, an 
by degrees, to manage their ſheep and black cattle WW an 


with improving {kill, and Sg en of how ta car 
greater ee qu 


Tux nature of the ſoil, and the inequalities of joy 
the ſurface unavoidably render the agricukure of WW wh 


theſe parts inconſiderable. Only in the vales where Th 


are ſome depth of ſoil and ſheltered ſituations, can par 


tillage be tried with ſucceſs; and thoſe are narrow dif 
In proportion to the general extent of the country. 


Barley, oats, potatoes, and flax, with peaſe, rye, 
turnips, and ſome foreign graſſes are; "however 
cultivated; yet not in ſuch abundance as render the 
importation of grain and meal unneceſſary, or to 
render the fattening of cattle a conſiderable object 
with the farmers. Lime, mar], and pg are — 


manures uſually oe” 0 
Tux inhabitants of this tract af « contithy are ge · al t 
nerally a ſimple, poor, and virtuous race. "The BY hep 


Gaele 
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Gaelic is their common language. The landlords 
receive for the lands, rents which would be counts 
ed wonderfully low in more populous and opulent. 
diſtricts : Yet, even theſe rents are paid by the te- 
nants, with difficulty. - How, indeed, can it. be 
otherwiſe ? Theſe regions are ſill too much ſhut up 
from intercourſe with the ſeats of opulence, trade, 
and induſtry, They form only nurſeries for men 
and cattle; and only in a country extremely poon 
can ſuch nurſeries exiſt. The people are here ſe- 
queſtered from the view of thoſe modes of life 
which might awake the defire of more varied en- 
of Wl joyment, and with it that emulation and ambition 
of WI which can alone give a ſpring ta human exertion. 
ere Their advantages of natural ſituation are. alſo com- 
an Wl paratively- ſpeaking, few; and to overcome tha 
ow Wl diladvantages with which they have to ſtruggle, 
ry. extraordinary force of motives,, uncommonly vi- 
ye, WI gorous and unwearied exertion, and great powers 
ver I of ſufferance and felf:denial would be requiſite. 
the The latter I doubt not, that the inhabitants of theſe - 
to regions may indeed poſſeſs : But the en are 
ect ang wanting nn „ | 


as padde hi prevail here, in mgm 
nne een at leaſt in © 
al the ſimplicity aſcribed to the Golden Age: The 
*phceda eee to ſbeals, dane ſods, 
on 
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at times to viſit more frequented haunts of men; 
till the ſeverity of winter, coming on, drives them 
back to the firefide and the ſmoaky kitchen. The 


_ the traveller's eye, might well remind him of the 


| * deſpondency by ſome of the more enlightened 


people ceaſed to wear armour. Ihe taxes upon 


on remote ſituations among the hills; and there 
eontinue to tend their flocks in almoſt ſolitary indo- 
lence, meeting but occaſionally, and repairing only 


country is indeed wilder, and the ruſtics are poorer: 
otherwiſe the aſpect of paſtoral life which here meets 


manners of thoſe goat-herds to whom Cervantes in- 
troduces his knight and ſquire, in the courſe of 
their ramblin g adventures, and whoſe circumſtances 
and modes of life he * with nen rt. 


£9 1 ES F: 5 90 ; — 


Ir has been 4 with ſome A chagrin 


and reflecting inhabitants of theſe parts, tliat their 
population and induſtry have been for ſome time 
declining. The ſmiths have left the land ſince the 


leather, and manner in which they are levied have. 
deſtroyed the reſources of the country-ſhoemaker. 
The extenſion of ſheep-farms has diminiſhed the 
number of the labourers and the families maintain tec 
ed and employed upon them. | The abolition of the am 
heritable juriſdictions, taking away that dignity and 


authority which attached . mam 2 nk 


Po as ht and the: complex 
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ined luxury of great towns conſpiring, at the ſame 
time, to ſeduce them thither; the Great have left 
the country, carrying with them that income which 
it affords them, to be laid out where its expendis 
ture can contribute nothing to the benefit of thoſe 
poor people by whoſe labours it is raiſed. The pros 
kibition of the uſe of the ancient Highland dreſs has; 
at the ſame time contributed to deſtroy that union, 
and that high ſpirit of national honour which ſerved 
to maintain the Highland character, and to prompt 
the Highlander to vigorous exertions, inſtead of 


SAS EEE SIESEzS 


neceſſary to "go the 8 of baſer minds. 


Taxes facts have, f in enteral more or lefs. Fat 1 
in them. Yet, if viewed in their true light, they 
cannot well excite the diſcontent of the Highlanders, 
or impreſs a: belief, that the general proſperity: of 
the country is declining. The population: of theſe 
diſtricts has been diminiſhed ; not becauſe their cir- 
cumſtances have become ab/olutely leſs advantageous 
than they formerly were; but becauſe the proſperts 
ty of other parts of the country has rapidly advan - 
ecd.—Thoſe who once loitered indolently and un- 
anbitiouſly here, have been enticed away to ſcenes 
of more active induſtry, and more varied and reſin- 
ed enjoyment. They have augmented the popula- 
tion of other parts in a greater degree, than that of 


5505545 
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thoſe more ſelfiſh and meaner motives which aro bogs 
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the ſcenes of their nativity has been diminiſhed by 
their deſertion of them. They have added more 
to the ſtock of wealth and induſtry, elſewhere, than 
has bEen withdrawn from it here, by their removal. 
— Formerly the Highlands were almoſt excluſively 
the ſeat for life, of all the human beings produced 
in them: Now they are become merely a nurſery 
or breeding country, by which the waſte of popu: 
lation in buſier ſcenes, is ſupplied. They are thus 
much more uſeful to the whole coummunity than 
they formerly were, when, if viewed independently; 
they might make a more diſtinguiſhed figure than 
at preſent. I believe, that the artiſans” of all the 
mechanic arts have become leſs numerous through 
the country, ſince the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a diver- 
fity of manufactures has aſſembled them together 
into towns and villages: But, this circumſtance 
has happened merely in conſequence of the im. 
provenient of commercial intercourſe, and is a proof 
not of declining, but of riſing proſperity. I can- 
not be perſuaded, that the diminution of the num- 
ber of the ſmiths is a fact that beſpeaks the decline 
of the Highlands. That country can never be in 3 
thriving condition in which the forgers of armout 
are among the moſt numerous and the moſt conſ- 
derable claſſes in the ſociety. This is a circumſtance 
_ implying a ſtate of manners under which there cal 
de little peaceful induſtry, or little ſocial enjoyment. 
2 To 


Ton 
and 1 
bers 
ment 
cum 
(15 te 
little 

tants 
manr 
ener 
rude 

have 

ive 1 
of ci. 
of N 
progr 
ſure 
duſtr: 
ell, 
to in 
yet be 
and n 
and 1 
with 

be pu; 
pulou 
muſt 1 
Vo! 


PART OF SCOTLAND. 20 


Tome it appears, that every nation, to be truly great 
and happy, muſt poſſeſs in certain proportions, mem- 
ters in every different ſtage in the progreſs of refine- 

ment, and in almoſt all poſſible diverſities of local cir- 
cumſtances. Upon this idea, it may ſeem advantage- 

us to Britain, that the Highlands of Scotland are ſo 
little ſuſceptible of cultivation, and that the inhabi- 
ants of theſe parts continue to retain the ſimple 
manners of the ſhepherd life. Something of that 
energy is thus preſerved alive among us, by which 
n rude tribes are rendered ſuperior to nations who 
„nove ſunk into the luxury and effeminacy of exceſ- 
ive refinement.—But, if no unhappy concurrence 
of circumſtances ſhall ariſe to check the proſperity 
gh of North Britain, thoſe who are intereſted in the 


KEB A 


ol progreſſive improvement of the Highlands may aſl. 
er are themſelves, that the widening ſphere of in- 
uh duſtry and opulence will, by degrees, extend it- 


ſelf, with ſtronger and ſtronger undulations, ſo as 
ot to include them. The paſturage of their hills will 
ebe managed fo as to produce more numerous 
. ind more valuable flocks and herds : Their plains 
and vales will, in time, come to be cultivated 
Lich more ſkilful agriculture : Their fiſheries will 
be purſued with growing ſpirit and ſucceſs; and po- 
pulous towns, the ſeats of manufacture and of trade, 
muſt naturally a ariſc on their ſhores, on the borders of 
Vor. I. „ Cc; | of 
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| of their lakes, and on ſuitable ficuations by the banks 
of their rivers. | 


202 


 Thzse rellections ſuggeſted by the cba of 


the company in the Landlord's parlour, occupied 
my mind, as I retired to-reſt in my own apartment, 
and till I fell aſleep. When I awoke next morning, 


F had a proof of the value they put on their fuel, 


by the backwardneſs of the ſervants-to accommo- 
date me with a fire. They had ſo long delayed put- 
ting it on, that i it — — to- burn before I was 


gone. 


I was here, as at Dunkeld, in the midſt of the 
Duke of Atholl's grounds. The houſe and grounds 


of Blair-Atholl are an object of curioſity to every tra- 


veller who vilſits-theſe/parts. Here is a wider extent 
of low, if not of abſolutely level ground, than at 
Dunkeld. Beſide the inn are a few huts. 
whole afſemblage, ſeems rather to animate than tc 


deform the ornamented grounds within which they 


are placed; I walked firſt backwards in a director 

between North and North. Eaſt, from the inn. A 
fine green hill, the ſides of which were partly cult 
vated, roſe before 1 me, towards the North, I wat 
pleaſed to ſee the luxuriancy of the oats which grew 
upon it; but could not help regretting, at fight of 


theix greennels, that the auſterity of the climate, anc 
the 
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the backwardneſ of the ſeaſon ſhould ſo fruſtrate the 
fertility of the ſoil. On the other hand was wood: 
and at ſome diſtance, on the backward ground, 
the country aſſumed the uſual dark-brown colour of 
theſe parts. I returned, and directed my walk i inte 
z park on the front of the inn. On the ſouth- 

of the gate by which 1 entered i it, was 2 gently Pl | 
ing eminence; and on its top. a fort of ſummer. 
houſe which, as a point, attracted my ſteps thither. 
From this height appeared the river Tummel, and 
the mountains riſing on its oppolite bank; A green, 
but not wide plain on the hither fide; ; lines, and 
dumps of trees, with ſpots of open lawn interſper- 
ſed; the Duke of Atholl's s gardens; z the houſe of 
Bair-Atholl ; and no ſmall , quantity e of full. -grown 
wood embowering the more con parts of the 
Lene, : | On: 


I DESCENDED from this eminence, returned & 
the inn, and after breakfaſt, ſallied out with 2 waiter 
conducting me, to ſtray throngh the dens, and 
to ſee the houſe of Blair-Atholl. The houſe has 3 
lately appearance amidſt ſcenery of ſuch a character 
s that with which it is ſurrounded. In the Lobby, 
or Loggie, which is grand and ſpacious, are various 
pecimens of ſubjects i in Natural Hiſtory 3 - ſome of 
them trophies of the ſucceſsful, huntings of the 
Dukes of Atholl and their friends; others ſuch as 

= Ce = ſeemed 


204 JOURNEY THROUGH 


ſeemed to have been placed here, without any par. 
ticular relation to the reſt, and only as ornaments 
becoming the lobby of a nobleman's houſe in fuch 
a ſituation. Among theſe are the ſtuffed ſkin of 
A Ercenland Bear; the horns of an elk; the horn 
alſo of an Auroch;—the ancient wild cattle of North. 
Britain. — This race of cattle have been exterminated 
in Scotland ; but in the woods of Poland and in 
ſome foreſts in Germany they ſtill remain. Their 
horns are often found in our moſſes, at a conſider- 
able depth under ground; a circumſtance pro- 
ving that they muſt haye been among the moſt 
ancient of all the inhabitants of the iſland, We 
had another breed of wild cattle in Britain which 

are not yet entirely extinct. Theſe are the White 
cattle with brown ears, and having alſo ſome ſpots 
of brown or black upon their faces, and per- 
haps too about their feet. The learned Dr Wal. 
ker, profeſſor of Natural Hiſtory in the Univerſity 
of Edinburgh, (than whom I know no man more 
correctly or extenſively informed concerning all fub- 
ects relative either to ſcience, or to common life; 
or who more readily ſtarts valuable, original ideas 
upon every ſubject falling under his diſcuſſion) i is of 
: opinion, that the white cattle with brown ears arc 
not indigenous to this iſland, But, J remembe 
reading in Leland's hiſtory of Ireland, that Matilda 
vite to William de Braoſa, an Iriſh lord, in the 


7e 
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year 1204, preſented to Matilda, wife to King John, 

2 drove of 400 cows, having all red ears, and their 
bodies of a milk. white colour. Thoſe cattle, although | 
their ears are ſaid to have been red, I ſuppoſe t to 
have been of the ſame race as the white cattle of 
Scotland, — perhaps their progenitors. And the in- 
ference I would draw, is, that, if moſt of the ſame 
animals are common to the two iſlands, theſe 
cattle muſt have been known in Britain, no leſs than 
in Ireland ;—or, that, as the intercourſe between 
Scotland and Ireland was, before the conqueſt of 
the latter country, by Henry II. more frequent, than 
that between Ireland and England, theſe cattle might 
be common among the Scots and the Iriſh, before 
they were known to the Engliſh ;—or that, if they 
are a foreign race, they are moſt probably natives 
of Ireland, and were firſt introduced into Britain, in 
the beginning of the thirteenth century.—l fear, I 
have ſuffered theſe milk-white cows to lead me too 
far out of my way; eſpecially, as I was ſurveying 
the lobby of ſo noble a houſe as that of Blair-Atholl. 

From the lobby T was conducted into a ſpacious din- 
ing· room and drawin; groom; with the proportions 'of 
which I was exceedingly pleaſed. The furniture is, 
ſuch as ſuits the rooms; rather elegant, however, than 
gorgeouſſy rich. Some ſmaller rooms, adjoining'ts 
theſe, were ſhewn, at the ſame time. On a ftair- 
cafe are various paintings of anceſtors of the fami- 


ly 
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ly af Atholl, or of perſons connected with i it. They 
ſeem to have. felt the bruſh more than once, ſince 
they were firſt painted. Their faces are much of 
the preſent caſt ; but the hair is dreſſed i in antique 
guiſe; the noch of ſome are ſtiffened with ruffs; 
and the other parts of dreſs which appear upon 
them are in the tip- top faſhion of ſome former 
day.— This houſe roſe formerly ſome ſtories above 
its preſent height: but about the time of the rebel. 
lion in the year 1745, a part of its height was de- 
moliſhed, and it was diſmantled of all that ſcemed 
to give it the air rather of an old fortified caſtle. than 
of a modern houſe, —that it might be no longer li. 


able to be either garriſoned or belieged. Before | 


that period, that is, before the Highland Chieftains 
were diveſted of their heritable jquriſdictions,—l 


ſhould ſuppoſe that a Nobleman' 8 family could not 


have been very ſafe in tele parts,—unlels ſecured 
in a a firong houſe. 1 I 


| From the houſe I proceeded t to wander 3 

the immediately ſurrounding grounds, with the 
gardener for my guide. 
roes, or rather fallow-deer were feeding on the 
lawn. At ſome ſmall diſtance from the houſe, | 
ſaw an eagle, in confinement ; and having never 
before had ſo near a ſurvey. of 2 living eagle, 1 
was ſtruck and pleaſed with his air of mingled. 
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nity and ferocity. — The garden, properly ſo called, 
is large and well laid out, although perhaps not fo 
very well kept, as might be wiſhed. In the middle 
is an artificial piece of water which has no diſagree- 
able effect. I thought it rather disfigured however, 
by ſome figures of hay-makers and other ruſtics 
which have been awkwardly ſet up in it. The ſur- 
rounding wood is chiefly full. grown. Among other 
trees, it contains many larches and other pines.— 
The larch is one of the moſt beautiful trees which 
grow in northern climates. Its form is among the 
moſt elegant of the tall and ſlender. It fprings up 
Vith a rapid growth. There is ſomething pleaſing 
oo the eye and the fancy in the multiplicity, the 
| lenderneſs, the arrangement of its branches, and in 
the attitudes in which they hang. When it flowers 
in Spring, it puts forth a moſt charming fluſh. Its 
odour perfumes the woods. To the dignity and 
graceful ſtrength of the tree, it joins the beauty of 
the ſhrub. Its timber poſſeſſes ſtill more perfectly 
than the willow, the quality of reſiſting the force of 
tre. It grew in great profuſion in Gaul in the days of 
Cxſar. I have forgotten at the fiege of what town it 
was, that his ſoldiers were aſtoniſhed to find the gates, 
which were made of the timber of the larch- tree, 
obſtinately reſiſt the impreſſion of the fire with which 
they attempted to burn them down. For every 
purpoſe of the joiner or carpenter, too, this timber 
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ſerves as well as that of any other pine. And ! fu 


Know hardly of any degree of rudeneſs or ſeverity tio 
of climate that will check its growth. Another nj 


fine ſight in theſe grounds was preſented by an ave- pir 
nue of rowan-trees, or mountain-aſhes, The leaves bot 
were withering, or withered: but the berries hung tale 
thick over them, in fine, red cluſters. I can ſcarce fe 
conceive any ſcene of natural plenty, in the warmer, 1 


richer climates of the South, to be more adorned by 
its more luſcious fruits, than was this avenue by the 
cluſters of rowan-berries which crowned its trees.— 
I was carried by my conductor, by paths, the line 


of which I recollect not, to a grotto, in front of but 
which poured a cataract, Within this grotto was pro 
a moſſy ſeat : and the fituation on the river, is one Wl dane 
to which a heathen poet might well ſuppoſe the edo. 
river nymphs likely at times to retire from the va. .. 
ters or it is a ſcene where a hermit might forget WW turn 
the world, and indulge an undiſturbed meditation WW back 
on the wonders of nature, or on the vanity of earth- WM niſlin 
ly things. Spars, ſeveral varieties of quartz, py- WI he ca 
rites, with ſome ores are diſpoſed through the rude fear, 
walls; from the roof hang ſtalactites: And yet I'M ze di 
muſt confeſs, that I could have wiſhed to find it fur- I fd, ! 
niſhed with a greater variety of foſſils. Mineralogicl figure 
curioſity could have had little difficulty in finding Wi very i 
ſuch, in theſe parts. And were it otherwiſe, why den. 

ſhould taſte neglect to bring even from a diſtance N level 


ſuitable v 6 
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ſuitable ornaments to this romantic ſeat of medita- 
tion and ſolitude ?—Leaving the grotto, I was next 
conducted to where a number of avenues of ſtately 
pines met in one common centre. And nearly a- 
bout this ſcene, my conductor ſurpriſed me with a 
tale and an object, the latter of which I was ſorry to 
ſee in ſuch a ſituation. He began with telling me, 
233 we walked on, that he and other men at work in 
the gardens had been, that morning, frightened 
from their work by the ſudden appearance of ſome 
madman who had levelled a gun at them, and 
without provocation, threatened to ſhoot them ; 
but that, by this time, the mad gunner was, moſt 
probably gone; ſo that he and I were now in no 
danger from him. After this information, he walk- 
ed on, and Ifollowed, ſauntering ſlowly, and gazing 
about me, as I advanced. We went on, till upon 
turning the corner of a walk, he ſuddenly ſtarted 
back, and ſeemingly in the utmoſt terror and aſto- 
nihment, fled with precipitation. As he retreated, 
he called to me with the indiſtin& articulation of 
fear, „There he is!” I turned my eye to where 
he directed, and might, indeed, have been ſurpri- 
ed, had I not recognized a brother of thoſe ſtucco 
igures which I have already mentioned, as having 
very impertinently intruded themſelves into the gar- 
den. It was the figure of a fowler, in the a& of 
kvelling his gun ſo as to point againſt whoever 
Vo“. I, D d ſhould 
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mould approach in the direction in which we had tur 
come up. When my guide ſaw that I was not ab- for 
ſolutcly overpowered with terror and ſurpriſe, he Ta 
diſmiſſed his pretended fear, and returned laughing. let 
The trick was with him a ſubject of exultation, and me. 
he boaſted to me, that, he had ſeldom failed to ſur. of 
priſe and terrify ſtrangers by means of it. Among and 
other anecdotes which it introduced, he related, han 
with great ſatisfaction, that two Engliſhmen who tion 
had been lately here, had, in their terror, ſtum- eyes 


bled, and fallen, the one over the other: their firſt 
emotion, upon diſcovering the vanity of their fear, 
was to purſue and beat him; but he kept out of 
their clutches, till they bad ceaſed to think of the 
mortiſication of their fall, and had begun to laugh 
over the incident.— I muſt confeſs, that I cannot 
ſee cither good taſte or ceconomy in the Duke of 


IV 


leadi 
ſaid 
| ately 


Atholl's thus maintaining a ſtucco fowler in his gar- rathe 
dens. Such figures do not, indeed, diſgrace theſe * 
ſcenes ſo much, as thoſe of the Sicilian nobleman way 
who is related to have filled the walks and groves That 
round his houſe with all imaginable varieties of mon- Dan 


ſtrous figures, —as if he had been an enchanter, and tim e, 
thoſe figures ſo many monuments of his wrath and .._ - 
necromantic power. But they are not ſuch ornaments BW new t 
as taſte would naturally ſuggeſt; the trick and the vas 1 
tales are extremely childiſh. —After wandering ſome of the 
time longer among theſe enchanting ſcenes, 1 * the hi 
5 | turned 
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turned to the inn; and after taking fome haſty 
forenoon refreſhment, mounted and ſet out for 
Taymouth.—Before leaving Blair-Atholl, however, 
let me not forget to mention one fact which ſtruck 
me,. Mr and Mrs 8.—— the landlord and landlady 
of the inn; he probably about the age of fixty, 
and ſhe, about middle life, are two of the ſtatelieſt, 
handſomeſt forms, I ever ſaw; tall, well-propor- 
tioned, fair, with oval faces, TY and light 


eyes. 


From BLaiz-ATHOLL to TAYMOUTH. 


| Micnr have travelled to Taymouth by a road 
leading directly acroſs the hills. But, this road was 
ſaid to be diificult, and ſuch as ſtrangers could not 
fafely travel without a guide. I therefore choſe 
rather to beat over again one half of the way be- 
tween Blair-Atholl and Dunkeld, and to take the 
way by the ferry over the Tummel, at Logierait. 
That part of the road between Blair-Atholl and 
Dunkeld, over which I was now to travel a ſecond 
time, was, what I had come along, on the preceding 
evening, under the darkneſs 'of night. It was ſtill 
new to me, therefore, and I was told that its ſcenery 
was more intereſting and more beautiful, than that 
of the road en led to mee OY acroſs 


the hills, 
Dd 2 Tur 
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Tu moſt remarkable objects which met my eye, tol 
as I returned down the vale, were ſtill, rocks, woods thi 
of faded verdure, ſpots of corn, either growing, or il 


in the ſhock, cottages ſcattered here and there, by On 
the ſides of the high-way, and ruſtics, of coarſe lev 


features, ſquat, ſturdy figures, arrayed often in tar. bri 
tan, and having their limbs ſcantily covered by the ſcat 
fillibeg, Once or twice, we overtook droves of cat- wel 
"hs, and had ſome difficulty in paſling, without ſcat- tior 
tering them. The arable grounds on the ſides of ide 
the highway are not regularly incloſgd. The only ſigh 
mode of incloſure that ſeemed to be here practiſed, It w 
was, with low ſone-fences. The peaſants were of v 
buſy in ſome fields, plowing or digging up their a fir 
potatoes: And the mould thus turned over, had ſtrik 
the appearance of being rich and deep. 1 was again brid 
ſtruck with the varied ſhades of brown which the tern 
fading, falling leaves of the trees every where exhi. tion, 
bited. It was a ſight which excited in the mind a Milf fects 
mixture of melancholy and cheerful emotions. It lar f 
was curious. to remark how the leaves of the labili 

aſhes which ſtill retained their verdure, varied in 
that verdure, with an amazing diverſity 'of ſhades, Ti 
according to age, ſituation, and perhaps other cir- abou! 
cumſtances which I was not botaniſt enough to dit. thern 
tinguiſh.—At ſome diſtance from Blair-Atholl— battle 
(the particular diſtance I neglected to enquire)—a in wl 
not t 


road branches off to the right, which leads, as I'was 
| 122 
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told, to a place called Fincaſtle. The point where 
this road branches off, is a narrow pals at which the 
hills, on both ſides, jut forward, to meet each other. 


On neither ſide is there left the ſmalleſt ſtripe of 
level ground between the baſe of the hill and the 
brink of the river. Birches and bruſhwood are 
ſcattered to a certain height up their ſides. South- 
welt from the paſs riſe other hills, of a lower eleva- 


tion, and bounding, in a pictureſque manner the 


ſides of the former. Not a cottage appears within 


ſight. Here breaks off the narrow road to Fincaſtle. 


t winds down through the wild ſhrubbery, in a line 
of very difficult acceſs, till it reaches the river where 
a ſingle arch is thrown over it in a manner which 
ſtrikingly impreſſes the imagination. Along the 
bridge the road proceeds on the declivity of the weſ- 


tern hill, amidſt ſuch objects, and in ſuch a direc- 
tion, that even a ſingle traveller paſſing upon it, af- 
fects the mind of the ſpectator with the moſt ſingu- 
lar feeling in reſpect to the ſolitude and the inaccels 
lbility of theſe regions. 


Tux pas of Killicrankie is more famous. It is 
about five miles ſouth from Blair. Near the nor- 


thern entrance of this paſs was fought the famous 


battle between Lord Dundee and General Mackay, 

in which James's army would have triumphed, had 

not their heroic general fallen in the moment of 
| victory. 


- 
1 o_ g T II 9-4 -+ SS .4 i k * r . k . 5 
by » *. 2 = 4 K* af * — — - ny r - * * a 4 
FLEW R 2 4 2. - 5 "oy nt, 2 my — RIS: STR ow oa oa == - b — 33 > — *z . — — = * 
> 0 7 pd 5 '1 EE 8 2 n — . — 4 : : — : =1 — s = ; My ; 
7 2 pu 8 8 : ON 0 1 © — = A” "ES 3 ov © = = =. - = 2 R— 45 We . F LET 4s © 4 
- = = 2 — 8 22 * 8 * — 
' r * ** 
x 
q | 
- 4 


—"—_ 


7 1 D n 
r 
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victory. The paſs is narrow and confined between 
lofty mountains. Beneath runs the Garry, in a 
deep, and rocky channel overhung with trees. The 
event of the battle fought here was fatal to James's 
affairs in Scotland. There was no hero in his army 
to ſucceed Dundee. Many of the brave officers be. 
longing to it, being driyen into exile from their na- 


tive country ; and the maſter for whom they had 


_ fought and ſuffered, being unable to protect or ſup- 
port them, were reduced to circumſtances of ex. 
treme poverty and diſtreſs. They formed them. 
ſelves into ſo many companies, and engaged in the 
French ſervice. They were ungenerouſly uſed ; but 
they continued to bear every hardſhip with the un- 
conquered fortitude, and to face every danger with 
the daring valeur of Scottiſh gentlemen. The dil- 
treſſes brought upon the clans of the North of Scot- 
land, by the rebellions in which they were engaged 
through prejudices which muſt be confefled natural 
enough, have occaſioned the Scottiſh character to 
be exhibited in lights and ſituations in which it has 
ſhone with peculiar dignity and luſtre. _ 


Ts diſtrict of Atholl is not without numerous 


monuments of ancient manners, cuſtoms, and events. 


* This praiſe is greatly below the merits of thoſe generous heroic 
Highlanders, 
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tions of which ſuggeſt the remembrance of times 


by go general fyſtem of police; but when every clan 
ind every family were mutually formidable to one 
mother. Of this character, are a variety of round 
towers which might probably ſerve both as forts, and 
$ watch-towers; Tom-a-vuir, the ancient ſeat of the 
WIntoſhes of Tiriny, ſtrongly ſituate on a ſteep 
hank of the river Tilt ; and in the north-weſt corner 
of Loch Tummel, on a ſmall iſland, partly artificial, 
the remains of a ſtrong houſe built by Duncan- Ra- 


ons,—Here, too, are cairns, the haſtily raiſed monu- 
nents of the ancient inhabitants of theſe parts when 


ef heaping up cairns, not merely over the graves 
of the deceaſed ; but wherever any perſon happen- 
d to die, although he might be elſewhere burried. 
Above Blair is Carn-mbhic-ſhimi, or Lovat's cairn, 
Fhere a chief of the family of Lovat had fallen, in 
plundering incurſion into this country. Many of 
lic remains of antiquity which this diſtrict ſtill pre- 
ents to the obſervation! of the curious traveller, are 
uch as may be referred to the religion of the an- 


us 
ts, 


brmation which ancient writers give us concerning 


fere are the ruins of old caſtles, the ſeats of feroci- 
ous chieftans, the ſtrong walls and innaceſlible ſitu< 


when the tranquillity of the country was regulated 


ur- M' Donald, the chief of the clan of the Robert- 


they fell in battle. Till lately, the cuſtom remained 


dent Highlanders. I am not ſure, whether the in- 
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the religion of the Druids whom the Romans found Mc 
in the ſouth-weſtern parts of this iſland, is ſuch as WW — 
to identify their ſuperſtition with that of which nu. to 


merous imperfect monuments remain through * gra 
parts of Britain. —Be theſe things as they may; 1 bee 
am not at preſent diſpoſed to enter into the gontro- Ne: 
verſy concerning them. 1 ſcruple not to. aflert, me! 


however, that nothing can be more abſurd than the hid 
extravagant notions, with which ſome, writers have 


an 2 
laboured to poſſeſs, of the extenſive, knowledge of MI 4. 
the Druids, and of the perfection of their ſuperſti- lar 
tion. I ſhall allow that a body of clergy. or literati the: 
may be ſomewhat more enlightened, and ſomewhat pern 
more civilized than, the ret of the community; but aly 
this ſuperiority will never be very conſiderable. In prov 
the darker ages of the modern hiſtory of Europe, are { 
the Romiſh Clergy had indeed almoſt .a monopoly MI 06 
of what little piety, knowledge, and civility re- | 
mained among our rude anceſtors. But, it was ſo 0. 
triffling as to raiſe them, in our eſtimation very little fate 
above the laity.—Now, in the age of Druidiſm, ws WM not c 
know well that our anceſtors wanted induſtry, ju- WM doſec 
riſprudence, dexterity in art, and all the accommo- WI fitted 
dations, of poliſhed life. I hope to be forgiven Bi to ha 
therefore, if I ſhall refuſe to allow. the Druids to I ng . 
have- been, in any conſiderable degree, leſs ſavage Wl the cc 
than the reſt of the people whoſe prieſts they were, mon!) 
—till their admirers can ſhew me : ſome . unequivocal tent 


monuments 


monuments of their civility and their knowledge. 


 —The monuments in theſe parts which are aſcribed 


to Druidiſm are various: Here is a vale called Strath- 


gray, which is, from its name, ſuppoſed” to have 
been a vale peculiarly appropriated to the Druids; 
Near a place called Clunemore, is à cairn, fixty geo- 


metrical paces in circumference, and having its top 
laid with flags, which is conjectured to haye been 
an altar on which the Druids offered their ſacrifices ; 
At a place, the name of which, upon enquiry, I 
learned to be Knowbead, I obſerved, on the ſide of 
the highway one of thoſe circles of ſtones, erected 


perpendicularly at certain diſtances, which are uſu- 


ally termed Druidical circles: Here are none of the 
groves, however, in the gloom of which the Druids 
are ſaid to have been accuſtomed to celebrate their 
moſt ſolemn Ray meſes rites. | Wh, ; 


— of theſe places relate to the 


fate of the manners. The old groves which are 


not covered with cairns, have the dead bodies in- 


doſed within ſtone coffers, conſiſting of ſeveral flags 
itted together, the purpoſe of which is conjectured 
to have been to preſerve the body from the raven- 


ing rapacity of the wolves which anciently infeſted 
the country. The Gaelic names of the places com- 


monly refer to facts and circumſtances in, their an- 


tient hiſtory. Red-ne-banriun is the — s road, 
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by which ſome or other of the ancient queens t 


Scotland are conjectured to have gone with -a reti: tl 
nue to hunt in tlie foreſt of Atholl. Dail. an. ſpideil t) 
is the plain of the inn or hoſpital, where might an- W 
eiently ſtand an houſe of entertainment for travel. h 


lers: Dail-na-cardoth is the vale or plain of the k 
finith's ſhop; and Da#l-na-mein, the plain of the mi- th 
neral. Cairn. torcy and Cairn- e are en * and jut 
the hollow of boars. | ö Ot: bo 
be 8 is 

ITE diſtrict of Ruteacer, „lick I ould "I .cor 
dnverſed; if I had preferred the ſhorter road be- be 
tween Blair-Atholl and Taymouth, is of conſidera. 


ble extent. It is a high-lying tract of country, and 4 
is chiefly 'dccupied for paſture. It forms only a part moi 
o · the pariſh-of-Fortingal and yet contains no few- or f 
er than two and thirty villages. In the middle of vere 
the diſtrict is Loch Rannoch, twelve miles in length. had 

Out of this river iſſues the Tummel, which paſſes WI {take 
through the diſtrict of Atholl, and meets the Tay at BW door 
Logierait. The Gaelic is the ere pro, = othe! 
_ e all theſe GN." EBIT low, 

RY INIT 1 
- Hoa 2 Jab! 174 0 this diftri of Ranmock with 
was in an uncivilized ſtate. The inhabitants were WI fare. 
thieves and robbers who acknoœledged no law, paid food 
no debts, and laid all the neighhouring country dled. ſ 
n — to — of ee 1 read 


don; 7 
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tion; -obliging the inhabitants to pay them what | 


they called Black Meal, as the price of their ſecuri- 
ty. In the months of September and October, they 
would aſſemble in Rannoch, in companies of ſeveral 
hundreds, build temporary huts, carouſe. the whiſ- 
ky, and ſettle their accounts for ſtolen cattle. As 
they all bore arms, it was hardly poſſible to bring to 
juſtice a thief who belonged- to their number. 4A 
body of ſoldiers. were at length ſent among them, 
and ſome inſtances of exemplary juſtice inflicted ; in 
conſequence. of which they, by . learned to 


de orderly and . W 1 


Ar that ak Sat of: a? was. 3 . 
mong theſe, people. They ſlept on bundles of heatn 
or fern, without laying aſide their clothes, and co- 
vered above only by a ſingle blanket. Their huts 
had for walls a texture of twigs interwoven among 
ſtakes driven perpendicularly into the ground: the 
doors were ſo narrow, that one could not enter 
otherwiſe than creeping : and the roof of the hut ſo 
low, that it was impoſlible.to ſand upright within 
it, The people were miſerably dirty and- infeſted - 
with the itch. They lived on the ſimpleſt, ſcantieſt 
fare, The poor had hardly any other articles of 
food than the blood of their cattle,—whick thay 
bled.ſeveral times in the year, —boiled and eaten as 
dread iin a parſimonious ſupply of meal. The 


. country, 


> 
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country, too, Was at the fame ile rde ae roads 
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Bur fince the year 1745, 2 wy PRO ln ta. Bu 
ken place. The repreſſion of licentious rapine has try 


introduced induſtry. Improved ideas of farming ſtar 
have induced the farmers to ſtock their farms with anc 
ſheep, in preference to black cattle. he introduc- ces 
tion of potatoes has added another and à moſt vn. wit 
luable and nouriſhing one to the articles of living, 
The culture of lint, too, and the practice of ſpin- 1 
ning which theſe people have been gradually taught WF the 
through the care of the Truſtees, have contributed W part 


much to give a ſuitable direction to their induſtry, BI that 


and to ſupply with means for the purchaſe of z WM fan 
greater variety of the conveniencies of life. The tion 
change has been happy and rapid. Theſe people arc cula 
now cleanly, and comfortably clothed. They uſe this 
bed-ſteads and blankets, They have houſes built of WM dire 
ſtone, and of a commodious ſiae. Their children weſt 
are taught to read Engliſh. Their wool and yarn plain 
bring them in large ſums. And they who were an al 
once thieves, vagabonds, and half. ſtarved for want Bl caſte 
of comfortable lodging, food and clothing, are now Ml tmbr 
as induſtrious, pious, and charitable e as w_ ſtand 
in the' kingdom. is fur 


12 


1 44 


3 4 5 5 . K a> © & .-* 


2 


* 

N 

X 
* 


PART OF SCOTLAND. 221 


An not ſure that all theſe obſervations occurred; 
or that all theſe facts were communicated to me, 
25 I travelled between Blair-Atholl and Logierait. 
But, one is inſenſibly led from one part of a coun- 
try, and from one particular claſs of the circum- 
ſtances of ſociety in it, to extend one's, enquiries 
ind reflections to other parts and other circumſtan- 
ces which are connected by any Wer of relation 
with thoſe people. | 


| 


Tux fine Gtuation of one gentleman's houſe on 


W the north-eaſtern bank of the Tummel ſtruck me 


particularly. Its name I learned to be Dyſart, and 
that its proprietor was 2 Mr Butter. This houſe 
ſtands cloſe upon the bank of the river, in a ſitua - 
tion where the windings of the hills leave a ſmall cirs 
cular plain, beautifully level and verdant. Through 
this plain the river meanders in a fine waving line; 
directing its courſe firſt cloſe to the bottom of the 
weſtern hill, ſo as to leave the whole breadth of the 
plain unbroken in the eaſtern. ſide; and then, with 
an altered direction, preſſing againſt the baſe of the 
eaſtern hill, ſo as to leave the remainder of the plain 
unbroken on N the weſtern fide. Mr B's houſe 
fands on the eaſtern diviſion of this little plain. It 
i; furrounded on all hands with thick wood. In- 
deed, I could not help thinking, that the pines 
which concealed it rom the IO were too 
thick, 
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thick, and ſeemed to hide this ſweet ſpot with a de- 60 
gree of invidious en from the Sale 1 * tra- riv 
neller. . the 

the 

os: 3 of this part of Strath-Tummel was of Saf 
the ſame character: hills riſing here and there, wi. 

thin the lofty ranges of mountains incloſing it; I 


huts, and round them, larger or ſmaller fields of WM ry 


| cultivated land; ſpots of .meadow here and there hee! 


decorating the banks of the river : Wood profuſely he 


ſcattered over the whole ſcenes; now and then a hot 


houſe appearing which beſpoke the refidence of ſome of u 
ſuperior family; the river now moving with a Wl the 
ſmooth and gentle courſe through the mead and | ry \ 
over a pebbled channel, and then foaming and pou- Ml or v 


ring impetuouſſy among rocks which obſtructed its BY The 
current, or canfined its bed; cattle feeding in the WM raft 


vale and on the lower declivities of the hills; ruſtics of t 
of all ages buſily employed in the labours of the ſex k w 
| ſon, or tending the cattle; and over all, that ſoſt Wl terw 
colouring of melancholy diffuſed, Wee * i who 
penſive pleaſures to ending, Autumn. I imp 
et mJul 

Ao Logierait, the Tummel ales a Tay. i, len 
mediately above the point of junction is a ferry- ed te 
boat, by which the traveller paſſes towards Tay- Wl of tl 
mouth. - At Logierait, the Tummel runs with bed. 
wy dene of rea The boatmen are.oblige I nent 


to 


— 
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fo row in a ſtanding direction, up and down the 
river, in paſſing between the oppoſite banks; and on 
the weſtern ſide, the bank riſes ſo precipitouſly'over 
the ſtream, that it is extremely a to land the 
pllengerss or moor the boar. 

. „ 
Lax DINO on the weſtern bank of ths Famed] 
was defirous to refreſh myſelf and my horſes: I had 
been told that ſome tolerable accommodation might 
he obtained for a few minutes, at the boatman's 
tonſe. I entered the houſe. It exhibited a fcene 
of naſtineſs and ſimplicity which convinced me that 
the primitive manners of my country were not eve- 
ry where loſt, It was a low, ſmoky hut, the door 
of which could hardly be entered without creeping? 
The thatched roof was not rain- proof; and all the 
tafters were dropping an inky fluid. On each fide 
ef the door, à partition ran through the houſe: 
k was formed of ſtakes driven into the ground, in- 
terwoven with twigs, or willow. branches, and the 
whole plaſtered, on both ſides, with clay. This 
imple partition had like the roof, ſuffered by the 
injuries of time; the clay was here and there bro- 
ken off; and the wooden part of the partition ſeem- 
ed to have decayed through rottenneſs. One end 

of the houſe was appropriated to the purpoſes of -a 
bed. room, ſtore· room, cellar, pantry, and aparts | 
nent for the aceommodation of ſtrangers. » It wers 
rf, hard 
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hard to ſay whether dampneſs, dirt, or diſorder = » 
ſeemed to predominate moſt in it. The other was it 

the kitchen; and into it I entered. Here was a 61 
fmoking fire in the middle of the floor. I am not 2 
ſurc whether or not there might be a hole in the lot 
roof for the diſcharge of ſmoke: If there were, it fut 

| vas certainly inadequate to the purpoſe; for the ov. 
ſmoke was diffuſed through the kitchen, ſo as to irh 


obicure it with almoſt palpable darkneſs. : Immedi. it! 
ately around the fire was a ſmall ſphere within which WM but 
the darkneſs was viſible. Here fat the miſtreſs of the ¶ but 
family, with ſeveral of her children beſide her. The rcta 
good woman was dirty, black, and overgrown; and i ble; 
ſeemed juſt Sir John Falſtaff in petticoats. The bety 
children were half naked, and dirty, but with health WM ridir 
and cheerfulneſs in their looks. They converſed M ny : 


together in Gaelic. I addreſſed the mother. She Bf god 
could ſpeak a little, and but a very little broken Eng : ¶ Hare 
gliſh ; the children neither ſpoke nor underſtood 2 ff took 
ſyllable of Engliſh. In compliance with my requeit i hat! 
for refreſhment, the good woman ſoon produced I tribut 
her whiſky bottle, with bread ind cheeſe. To mea Every 
ſure out the whiſky, ſhe brought a tin: aug which Ml imple 
by frequent uſe, by the impreſſion of the ſmoke; MM 4ualic 
and by the religious reverence with which it had ud th 
been kept facred from any thing like rinſing or waſh-{ ſaid 
ing, had aſſumed a bueiſomething between a Was, 11 
FOE Ht IIS 1 ave b. 
marke« 


Val, 
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marked with many a dimple; and was deprived of 
its lid; to ſhew, that it was to be abrays either 
filling or emptying. Wich this veſſel was produced 
2 glaſs which through long and faithful ſervice had 
bft its only leg and foot; but to guard it againſt 
future accidents, what remained was thickly coated 
over with a mixture of ſoot and duſt, wrought with 
to Wl whiſky into a cement. It were tedious to deſcribe 
li. it length, the cheeſe, the cakes, the plate, and the— 
ch but there was no table: The good woman gave all 
he WE but the bottle into my hands; and the bottle ſhe 
he Wl retained in her lap. But, even this fare was agrees 


nd WI ble; for it had rained heavily at times, as we rode 
be between Blair, and the ferry; and the exerciſe: of 
lth riding, with the keen air of Atholl had ſharpened 
ſed my appetite. I cut down the cheeſe, therefore; the 
She good woman poured out her whiſky ; the children 
ng- Hared of the bread and cheeſe; and the mother par- 

d 3 took of the whülky fo liberally as to convince me 
ven that her predilection for this cordial muſt have con- 
nd tributed conſiderably to the enlargement of her bulk. 
nes · Every thing was new and ſtriking. The ſcene was 
bick Wl imple as the hut of a ſavage; there was the ſame 


8 


E 


- 


qualid naſtineſs, the ſame aſpect of vigorous health, 
ud the ſame cheerful, kind hoſpitality, as ſociety . 
s ſaid to preſent in its fimpleſt and rudeſt forms. I 
vas, in conſequence, more gratified than I ſhould 
have been in a more commodious inn, and witk bet- 
rked Vo. I. 191 ter 
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_ cattle farther than to the mere rearing of them. On 
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ter entertainment. And before I had time to ba 


diſguſted, my ſervant having alſo obtained refreſh. 


ment for the horſes and himſelf, called me to ben 


ceed on my journey. 


WW ene paſſing, at about a ſhort mile's 


diſtance forward, through a village, in which many 
ſnug new houſes were riſing. The name of the vil. 
lage I have forgotten. The church and one or two 
other buildings had an ancient, venerable aſpect. 1 
{ould ſuppoſe that the thriving condition of this 
village may be owing either to the cotton or the 


linen manufacture. I was now-again in Strath- Tay. 


Even here, where the Tay has not yet been aug- 


mented by the acceſſion of the waters of- the Tum- 


mel and the Almond, it is a noble, majeſtic ſtream, 


The ſtrath is here a rich tract of cultivated ground. 


Even by the appearance, on the ſides of the road, 

where the ground was cut, it was eafy to ſce, that 
the ſoil was rich and deep. The. fields were divid- 
ed by good ſtone fences. The corn which was here 
chiefly in the ſhock, ſeemed to be. a plentiful crop, 
and indeed extremely, abundant in proportion to the 
extent of ground which it had covered. Here and 
there were fields of turnips; the appearance of which: 
proved to me that the farmers in this diſtrict, had 
carried their attention to the management of black 
All 
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l hands appeared crowds buſy in digging or plough-' 
ing up their potatoes, if not in cutting down corn. 
0- Wh This was not the ſeaſon in which to ſee (cultivated: 
ſcenes like theſe, to the beſt advantage. And yet, 1 
know not if they ſhould have appeared more enliven- 
ed, or could have ſuggeſted a greater variety, or a 
V WM more intereſting train of reflection concerning the 
il. nodes and the progreſs of human induſtry in the 
15 more yu ſeaſons of 14% Yb or Summer. n 

5 1 2 

nis Ir was now r! in the om The- late ve- 
he I zerable looking houſe which I remember to have 
. notice dwas the houſe of Balleghau; ſituated in the 
hollow of a hill, on the northern fide of the high- 
m- way, embowered among trees, and having around 
m. it antique- looking walls and hedges, which with 
ad. the growth of the trees, concurred to convince me, 
d, that it had been a place of ſome —— a ſome ; 

hat I Giſtance of time backwards. ons} 4417 


ere HERE, too, Gaelicl is ths a chiefly Fay 
The fillibeg, and the bonnet, if not always the plaid, are 
commonly worn. Tartans are highly eſteemed; and 
the colours are ĩndeed ſo well dyed, and intermingled 
with ſuch taſte, that I can hardly conceive any fancy 
dreſs more becoming and handſome. The bonnets 
are not manufactured here. The miſtreſs of every fa. 
mily ſpins and dyes the yarn of which the tartans 
Sa: arc 
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are woven. I ſhould think that if this ſpecies oi 
woollen ſtuff, were, any where, prepared in ſuffici, 
ent quantity, the uſe of it could not well fail to be. 


come more faſhionable. And, if the exportation 1 
were encouraged, it might bring in 2 conſiderable tair 
income to this Or" of 

inh. 


Ir was dark ere we reached the bridge of Aber- it x 
feldy. The bridge has been not long ere&ed. Its ced 
arches I did nat count, The Tay is here till broad mar 
and deep. Pillars are raiſed at equal diſtances upon WW hap: 
the ſides of this bridge, They have been intended, mig 
I doubt not, to ornament it; but their form is ſuch 
as to give them the air rather of lamp-poſts than of 
ornamental pillars. Here is a conſiderable and in- / 
crealing village occupied chiefly by labourers in 
the cotton-manufature, Such villages one delight 
to find ſcattered aver a country : far a country is 
more benefited by the manufactures, when the ma- 
nufacturers are diſperſed over it in hamlets and vik 
lages, than when thay are een 1 eee 
great towns. 


ALTHOUGH it en Iwas, however, op 
to Kenmore. The darkneſs was doubly mortifying to 
me: There was danger of wandering aſtray upon 
an unknown road: and I could not enjoy the prob 
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pet of the fine ſtrath, and of the jmpending hills, 
eng 


1 was now in the midſt of che PER meun⸗ 
tains. The recollection of ancient Caledonia, and 
of the conteſt between the Romans and its Celtic 
inhabitants was, in theſe ſcenes unavoidable. I was 
at no great diſtance from Fortingal, where is ſtill tra» 


cd the ſcene of a battle fought between the Roe 


mans and the ancient Caledonians ; or rather per- 
haps the remains of a camp where Roman forces 
might be for ſome time ſtationed. The Grampian 
mountains formed a natural barrier by which the 
ancient inhabitants of theſe regions were inacceffi- 
bly protected againſt the progreſs of the Roman in- 
hon. Among thoſe mountains, ſeveral are of a 
ſiupendous height. Shehallion riſes to the height 
of more than three thouſand and five hundred feet 
above the level of the ſea. In theſe regions the hun. 
ter. life ſeems to have firſt given place gradually to 
that of the ſhepherd and the rude warriour inter- 
mixed: and, as the decay of the foreſts, and the 
rradual'extermination-of the wild animals which in- 
labited them rendered it impoffible to procure the, 
means of ſubſiſtence in this manner; they turned 
themſelves, by degrees, to the domeſtication and 
the tendency and feeding the more gentle and trac- 
table of thoſe animals, And now, ſince they have 


accuſtomed 
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accuſtomed. themſelves to ſettled habits of life; chey 
Have found the reſources of the ſhepherd inſufficient, ta 
by themſelves, to furniſh the neceſſaries and conveni- Fl 
encies of life. Hence, in time, ſeme ſhare of ap- A 
plication to agriculture. Agricultural induſtry, 2 
while it is the moſt ſevere, has been found to be, b 
at the ſame time, the moſt productive. Hence have 
the little gardens which were at firſt incloſed in theſe 5 
parts, been extended, inſenſibly, into crofts. The 
crofts came to be included within larger parks. And 
the plough and the ſpade ſtill extended their con- ha 
queſts, till the whole arable ſtraths were converted 
into meadows and corn-fields. Agriculture ſeems ear 
likely to make yet conſiderable progreſs in theſe | ie 
parts. Limeſtone every where abounds. The re- 
putation of agriculture, as an uſeful and honourable hoy 


mode of induſtry is faſt riſing in this country. It inh. 
will make a more rapid progres, as it is at the ſame Wl | 
time favourable if not to the breeding, at leaſt to :< 
the feeding and fattening of black cattle. If the WW "4! 
proprietors of theſe lands fhall be induted to ſpread i "= 
plantations of ſuitable trees, over their more un- the 
ſheltered grounds; If they ſhall gradually encou- bove 
rage their tenants to incloſe thoſe fields which are ſhew 
ſuſceptible of tillage; If they ſhall apply themſelves the! 
to open up the country by adding pariſh-roads to the of at 
excellent highways which run, at preſent, through the 1 


che Wee ; and cſpecially, if they ſhall giye th 
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PART OF SCOTLAND. 23 
tenants an intereſt in the improvement of their 
farms, by favouring them with long leaſes, upon rents 
filing at certain periods in the progreſs of the leaſe; 
Agriculture may yet make, in theſe wild diſtricts, 2 
progreſs, the extent and perfection of which can 
hardly be well: conceived, at preſent. I think it 
highly probable, that this happy change will, in due 
time, 'be accompliſhed, through thoſe means.. The 
ſpirit of the times is turned to urge on the career of 
induſtry in every direction. Science and labour 
have combined to improve every branch of manu- 
*acture, and at the ſame time, ts extract from the 
earth every uſeful production, ſhe can be forced to 
yield. The progreſs, above related, of civility and 
mduſtry in Rannoch, ſince the year 1745, proves 
how highly ſuſceptible are theſe regions and their 
inhabitants of improvement. 


| Amon other diſadvantages which I ſuffered by 
riding between Logierait and Kenmore, by night, 
was, the loſs of the ſight of the ſeat of the Heads of 
the ancient clan of Menzies. Woods riſe boldly a- 
dove Caſtle Menzies; and the gray rocks which 
ew themſelves: between, preſent a fine contraſt ta. 
the ſofter beauties of the vale below. The remains. 
of an hermitage are to be ſeen, at ſome diſtance. up 
the impending hill. The native rock afforded two 
des to- this THEY to which were added two 


others, 
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others, of maſon-work.  Hither, ſome centuriet 
Ance, did the Chief of this family retire, in diſguſt, 
from the world; after reſigning his n to 2 
younger brother. | 


2 * . * 


Tux road was ſtill excellent. It rained, indeed, 

at times. Yet, the journey was as little diſagree: | 

able, as a journey, by night, and in the end of a þ 
rainy autumn can well be ſuppoſed. We, at length, 
entered Lord Breadalbane's domains. Even under 1 
the darkneſs of night, I was agreeably ſtruck with 
the vaſt trees, the noble park-walls, the opening or 
lawns, and the dark figures of ſtraying cows and I en 
deer, which faintly marked theſe ſcenes to the view. tle 
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10 The way to Kenmore branched off from the great * 
| 4 road, and paſſed directly through his Lordflup's tur 


parks. The gates were readily opened. The por. 0 
ters and others directed us on our way with an at- ſub 
tention and civility which ſeemed to beſpeak the roa 
character of the maſter whom they ſerved. - Our 
reception at the inn at Kenmore was no leſs kind ( 
and attentive. The accommodations which Lord 
Breadalbane's care has here provided, exceed what 
the traveller expects to meet with in a region ſo ſe- 
queſtered and ſurrounded with ſuch dreary environs, 
The landlord, too, or landlady (I have forgatten, 
- which) is Engliſh, The ſervants are indeed Highs 
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3 PART OF SCOTLAND. 233 
ks chearfully and actively attentive, than the fu- 
percilious and foppiſh attendants at the inns and 
taverns in great cities. 


1 * 3 wk - . . gu 
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AN ornamented and cultivated ſcene is peculiarly 
pleaſing to the mind, when it occurs in a country of 
which the general alþe& is wild and barren. The 
grand and the terrible loſe their power to elevate 
or overawe the mind, where they hold an exclufrve 
empire, without ſuffering the beautiful and the gen- 
tle to inſinuate into competition with them. Where 
cultivation and ornament have ſoftened every fea- 
ture of a country; the ſpectator becomes indifferent 
to their beauties, and longs for the terrible and the 


ſublime; the bleak heath, the frowning roch, WE 


roaring me 


Ox this principle, is it, as I ſhould ſuppoſe, that 
the tour of the Highlands of Scotland has become 
fahionable. Here is much of the wilder ſcenery of 
nature, But, theſe wild ſcenes are interſperſed 
vith various ſpots of ornament and cultivation; 
which ſet them off by contraſt : and the ornamented 
grounds of the great proprietors appear here, by 
tie ſame contraſt, to extraordinary advantage; like 

Vor. I. -6 8 | the 


„„ foonnry Tratodert 
the white teeth of a TR ſet off by _ darkrel 
E his face. N | * 
AxNorHER obſervation which naturally oceurs to 
the traveller through the Welt Highlands, is, tht 
| ſcenes of wild grandeur and natural magnificence 
are the beſt ſituations for the ſeats of men of great 
fortune. There is a ſort of analogy by which all 
the different, ſpecies: of greatneſs are allied to each 
other. A wide and copious ſtream produces a bet- 
ter effect, than a ſcanty rivulet, at the baſe of a 
broad and lofty mountain. A Palace requires 2 
more extenſive domain than an ornamented farm- 
houſe. In the ſame manner, too; a'ſtately palace, 
and the expence which a vaſt fortune affords to be 
laid out in ornamenting the ſcenes of nature accord 
better with places, where nature ſhews herſelf in her 
grander aſpects, and where the utmoſt force of art is 
requiſite, to ſubdue her obſtinacy,—than with thoſe 
regions where ſhe aſſumes a milder and more fami- 
liar form. Villas, ornamented farms, and gentle- 
men's houſes of np extraordinary magnificence pro- 
duce the beſt effect on level downs, in verdant vales, 
and on the ſides of ſlowly-ſloping, green hills. 
| ſuch ſituations as Dunkeld, Blair-Atholl, Tay mouth, 
or Inverary, they would be like the eyes > 3 PI: 
my, in the ſockets nh a Coloſſus. | : 
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sven reflections aroſe in my mind, as I walks 
ed out, in the morning, after breakfaſt, do view 
Lord Breadalbane's ornamented grounds, round his 
ſeat of Taymout h. One of the firſt objects which drew 
my notice, was Loch- Tay, cloſe upon the eaſtern 
extremity of which the village of Kenmore ſtands, 
This lake is full fixteen miles in length. Its breadth 
raries ; but ãs commonly eſtimated at one mile. It is 


ſaid to be, in many places, an hundred fathoms deep. 


In its length it winds ſo as to take a form not unlike 
the letter 8. It is ſurrounded by vaſt hills, whoſe de- 
divities bound it ſometimes by a gentler, and ſome. 
times by a more abrupt ſlope, Its borders are here 
and there fringed with young wood which riſes, in 
ſome places to a conſiderable extent up the hills. 
Cornſields, in many places, diverſity, in an agree. 


able manner, the aſpect of theſe ſcenes. In other 


places, nothing meets the eye but an extenſive wild, 
clad with ſhort, ſtunted heath. Loch-Tay is among 
the largeſt lakes of freſh water in Britain. A great, 


multitude of ſtreams increaſe its waters with their 


tribute. Although it has no known communica- 


tion with the ſea, its waters have ſometimes been 


remarkably agitated with motions not unlike the 


ebbing and flowing of the tide. Philoſophers have 


been curiouſly eager to record this phænomenon 
and inveſtigate its cauſe. But, it has been; too ſel- 
dom, ar yet, obſer ved, and che natural hiſtory of 
G 8 . the 
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the lake is too imperfectly known-in all its circum. 
ſtances, 'to admit, at preſent, of any ſatisfactory ſo. 
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lution. How many of the phænomena of the earth 
and ocean muſt remain, in our view, anomalous 
and unaccountable, ſo long as we cannot penetrate 
through the bowels of the former, or explore the 
depths of the latter : This lake abounds with fiſh. 
es; pike, perch, falmon, char, trout, ſamlets, min- 
nows, lampries, and eels; of the trouts ſome have 
been caught, which weighed thirty pounds. Diffe- 
rent ſpecies of fiſhes are peculiar to the different 
ends of the lake. The moſt valuable are taken at 
the north-weſtern end. The inn-keeper at Killin 
informed me, that he was obliged by the conditions 
of his tack, to ſupply Lord Breadalbane's table, with 
ſome fiſhes which abound there, but are not to be 
met will! in the e of n en 
Ct osx on the verge of the lake ane the etch 
of Kenmore: a neat building, decemtly fitted up, 


within. Between the church and the outlet where 


the Tay ifſues from the lake, is, a ſmall boat-houſe, 
which has ſomewhat of the air of a ruſtic chapel. 
Juſt as the Tay leaves the lake, it is covered-with's 
handſome bridge which affords a paſſage to the nor- 
thern ſide of the Loch. At ſome ſmall diſtance a 
bove the bridge, -as you advance to the north. wef 
flong the northern ſhore, is an iſle, which was 
oo > 3 5 . 
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the ſite of a priory, and inhabited by monks,.; The 


mins of the priory remain; and are ſhaded: by ſome 
renerable trees; among which is a Guine or black 
cherry tree, the circymferential meaſurement of 
which is, at the height of four feet from the ground, 


not lefs than ten feet, three inches. Within this 
ile the Campbells of Breadalbane defended them 


klves againſt the gallant Marquis of Montroſe, in 
the civil wars of the laſt century. A ſhot from the 
beſieged had nearly wounded or ſlain the royaliſk 
commander. In his rage, he waſted their territories 


with fire and the (word. Their receſs, too, was 


taken and garriſoned. But, in 1654, it Mr 
by General Monk. Gn 


Sven e from that end of the village 


where it is bounded by the lake: the waters of the 


kke for a great extent; on either fide, riſing hills, 
cad, on the fore- ground, at leaſt, with wood; on 


one hand, this iſle, on which the remains of anti- 


quity ſtill command to it a degree of ſolemn venera- 


tion; on the other, ſome corn- fields, and one or 


two decent farm-houſes : perhaps a boat or two may 
PO animate the full ſcene of the lake. 


Il nap, ty the advice the people of the _ 
ſent to Lord Breadalbane's game-keeper, who is per- 


nitted by his Lordſhip, to guide ſtrangers through 
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his grounds, and to the different curioſities in the Hog 
environs. As I was gazing on the lake, he arrived. the 
I followed him through a gate to which he had 2 whi 
key, and ſoon found myſelf in Lord Breadalbane's bean 
park, on the bank of the Tay. Theſe grounds are as 
finely diverſified by natural or artificial inequalities ten 
of the ſurface; and by the varied diſpoſition of noble Wl exei 


avenues and clumps of trees. The maſs of water hw 
which fills the channel of the river, and the narrow 
extent of unbroken level ground on the bank re- © 


quire its effect to be ſoftened by intervening trees. Wl tene 
Noble rows of trees, in ſome places ſo thick and yard 
dark as almoſt to hide the ſtream—are accordingly WI phe, 
planted all along the edge of the water. Where the door 
plain ſwells into gentle eminences, the ſummit of Ml has; 
each is ſo marked, as to be rendered a ſuitable point Wi getal 
for the termination, and the renewal of a walk, Arch 
Where the lawn Opens, Virginian, and fallow-deer, were 
with ſome few roes are ſeen ſporting or grazing che o 
upon it. Here is a wider and more ornamented nd 
lawn than at either Dunkeld or Blair-Atholl : And, WM than 
that,—overhung as it is on two ſides by lofty moun· Wl phæn 
tains, and ſkreened with wood, —it may not have to fi 
too blank and faint an effect, in proportion to the Wil went 
other parts in the ſcene ; ſingle trees are ſcattered Wi good 


| here and there, over it. Many of theſe are among I bent! 
the fineſt L have ever ſeen: they, are, I think, oak, I wchit 
other pe · Wl etteen 


elms, and cheſnuts, and perhaps of ſome 6 
dna cles, 


810 


ces, beſide theſe. The various ſwells of the ſurface; 
the arrangement of the trees, and the directions in 
which the walks are conducted, preſent almoſt every 
beautiful modification of the waving line.—This 
was not the feaſon to ſee theſe ſoft, and ornamented 
ſrenes in the full fluſh of coloured beauty. Bur, 

eren in the ſickly hues of yy autumn, E 


e ee 6 rP”P 4*>O 


thought them charming. een, LE 


Oxs of the moſt admired objects is an avenue of 
renerable limes ; extending four hundred and fifty 
yards in length. The tops of theſe unite with a 
ſpherical angle, like that which marks the roof, 
doors, and windows of a Gothie palace. Somebody 
has wiſely conjectured, that from ſuch natural, ve- 
getable arches, was the idea of the arch in Gothic 
Architecture firſt taken. If ſuch arching walks 
vere common, I might, indeed, be induced to adopt 
the opinion. But, having never ſeen ſuch another, 
md never having heard from men more familiar 
than myſelf, with the vegetable world, that theſe 


en *. wo »s 1 


1 


to ſuſpect, that the arch in which the trees of this 
wenue join their ſummits, may be artificial, in a 
good meaſure, and that the idea of giving them this 
dent may have been taken from the forms of Gothic 
nchitecture. They are of that age in which it was 
eſteemed the perfection of Taſte in Gardening to 
prune 
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phænomena are frequent in it: J am rather inclined 
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prune vegetables into the fantaſtic figures of kid. 

mals, and of all the oddeſt productions of Art. Had 
I met with ſuch an avenue in the middle of an ex- 
tenſive, natural foreſt, I might have ſuppoſed what 
is peculiar in it to have been the untutored work of 
nature accidentally imitating art. But, in this ſitu- 
ation, one cannot, without extreme fimplicity, con- 
ceive ſuch a fancy of it. 


Taz houſe of Taymoirtn, to which this walk 
leads, is a noble, although not quite a modern one. 
It was ſirſt built by Sir Colin Campbell of Lochow, 
who died in the year 1583. Its original name was 
Balloch caſtle. It was, in original ſtructure, I be. 
lieve, literally a caſtle. Subſequent improvements, 
with the change of manners, and the alteration of 
the taſte in architecture, have diveſted it of its caſ- 
tellated form, and enlarged it with the addition of 
two wings. It fronts the ſouth-weſt. I had not an 
opportunity of viewing all the apartments ; for 
| ſome part of the family were at this time in the 
houſe. Thoſe into which I was admitted, pleaſed 
me as ſpacious and elegant. But, I cannot think 
them equal to the public rooms at Blair-Atholl. 


TRE paintings are among the chief ornaments of 
the houſe of Tay-mouth. Being unſkilled in the 
technical beauties of painting, I could not enjoy 
5 : £55 the 
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the landſcapes and hiſtory pieces in this collection ſo 
much as I could have wiſhed. The portraits are 


the more eminent characters in the Britiſh hiſtory, 
Among theſe are portraits of John Leſly, Duke of 
Rothes, —of James, firſt Marquis, and afterwards 
Duke of Hamilton, —of William, Earl Maſhall, —of 
Thomas, Lord Binning, —of John, Earl of Mar; —of 
Sir Robert, and of Sir John Campbell of Glenorchie; 
all men of diſtinction in the middle of the laſt cen- 


times of Charles 1; Henry, Earl of Holland, and 


2s | f 
8 Robert, Earl of Warwick; the former ſaid to have 
" been, at one time, a favourite with Henrietta, Chars 


of les d queen; the latter, an adherent . of the Parlia- 
n ment, of Cromwell, and of the Puritans; who with 


of Wl ie work principles and the moſt profligate conduct, 


contrived, however, to acquire, and to maintain 
the character of a Godly Man. Here is alſo a pox- 
he ait of John, the firſt Earl of Breadalbane, whoſe 
d ̃untucceſsful policy, and reſentment, produced, the 
uk maſlacre at Glencoe, the e of * FAS 


reig U. 


of ONE of "the laſt pieces added to this collection, 
hs s a painting, by the celebrated Gavin Hamilton, on 


oy the ſubject of Scipio reſtori IG the fair Spapiſh cap- 


the -YOLe Jo tive 


numerous, and preſerve the features of not a few, of 


tury. Here are alſo portraits of two iluſtrious bro» 
thers who acted a diſtinguiſhed part in the unhappy 
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tive to her parents and betrothed huſband. Tlie 
forms, the attitudes, the colours, the expreſſion in 
this piece are all admirable. It is the moſt exquiſite 
of enjoyments even to a perſon: deſtitute of taſte: 


in painting, to gaze on ſuch a piece. Hamilton's 


ideas of female beauty ſeem not quite the ſame with 
His female faces 


thoſe of our admired Reynolds. 
are not ſo round or plump. Reynolds's beauties have 
ſomething more ſenſual and luxurious in their aſ- 
pect: Hamilton's have ſomewhat more of feminine 
delicacy and of tender ſentiment in the form and 


air of their features, I remember: meeting two 


children, a boy and: a girl, near Eogierait, whoſe 
faces ſeemed to have been caſt in the very ſame 


mould as Reynolds's. Venus: I ſhall hereafter have 


occaſion to:mention, that at Hamilton, near Glaſ- 
gow, are faces, juft ſuch as miglit ſerve for pat- 


terns to G. Hamilton; his female forms ſeem only 


ſo many portraits of the laſſes of Hamilton. 


An Album is kept at the houfe of Taymouthy in 


which travellers admitted to ſee it; are required to 
inſert their names. Looking over the liſt of the 
names of thoſe whoſe viſits to Taymouth were here 
recorded, I ſaw here and there a ſentence added, 
expreſſive of the high delight with which the ſub- 
ſcriber had viewed the houſe, and ſurveyed the fur- 
rounding grounds. I obſerved; however, no ver- 
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Jes, nor any Latin or Greek inſcriptions. I had ſeen 


enough to charm me; but not feeling upon me the 


ſpirit of panegyric, I contented myſelf with barely 
ſubſcribing my-name, as the greater number of the 
prior ſubſcribers appeared to have done. T found 


Lord Breadalbane's ſervants more obſtinately reſol- 


ved againſt receiving any pecuniary gratification for 
their attentions, than thoſe about any other great 
houſe which I have had-occaſion to viſit in the "_ 


manner. 


LEeavinc'the houſe, I was led acroſs the lawn, 
and up an oppoſite hill, divided from it by the high- 
way. The declivity of this hill is covered with fine 
trees, chiefly pines. Upon the edge of the highway 


ze ſome noble cheſnut trees, which, if unviolated 


by the axe, may perhaps grow to rival in ſize the 
cheſnut trees of Mount Etna. A good way up the 


hill appears the root of a tree of vaſt circumference, 


which was, I know not how many years ſince, de- 
racinated by the fury of the winds: The ſpace which 
its roots had occupied, appears a cavern of no in- 
conſiderable depth and wideneſs. Farther up the 
hill, is, what is called a fort, mounted with ſome 
{mall cannons which are fired upon occaſions of re- 
joicing. From this| ſtation, the beholder enjoys a 


Farming proſpect of the lawn below, the hike, the | 
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| river, the oppolite hills, and the loftieſt peak vf 
the Grampian mountains riſing in diſtant perſpective. 


DxscENDING the declivity of the hill, by paths, 
winding among the wood with which it is covered, 
we again croſſed the road, traverſed the lawn, and pal. 
ſed by a beautiful Chineſe bridge to the North-Eaſt of 
the river. Here is a charming walk, immediately 
over the bank; it is ſteep, but clad with fine and 
thriving trees which prevent it from giving ay 
my of a rugged appearance to the ſcene. 


From this walk, we proceeded chrough the bebe 
the neck of the loch, where the bridge is thrown over 
- the river; and by it returned to the inn. I muſt 
confeſs, that, if any circumſtance could have made 
me lament the late period in the ſeaſon, at which! 
travelled, it was the ſight of theſe beautiful ſcenes, 
and the reflection, how much more beautiful they 
muſt undoubtedly appear in Spring, Summer, and 
early Autumn. The ſituation is naturally a happy 
one for a nobleman's ſeat, and ornamented grounds 
And I cannot conceive how taſte could well do more 
than has here been done, to improve the advanta- 
ges of nature. Since the diſtant mountains are 
bleak and bare, the neareſt hills are with great judge - 
ment clad with wood. The trees are of the talleſt, 
ſtatelieſt character, ſuiting the vicinity of the ſeat 


{of 
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of an ancient, noble, and opulent ankle - The ex- 
tent of the level ground gives an advantage which 
neither the ſcenes about Dunkeld, nor thoſe round 
Blair-Atholi afford. The ſingle trees ſcattered over 
the plain are neceſſary to give it ſtrength of effect 
proportionate to that of the adjacent ſcenery. The 
ir of the building beſpeaks the antiquity of the fami- 
ly, and ſuits, at the ſame time, the character of the 

country in which it ſtands. The arched, or Berceau 
walk, is a noblè monument of the taſte of former 
times in theſe matters. Every ſuitable advantage is 
taken of the river; and the whole ſcenes are accom- 
modated as they well can be, to the mixed character 
of gr andeur and Oe which Was Me lake. 


LA indlibed to fancy oo the wile at Ken- 
more may hereafter become the ſeat of ſome flou- 
iſhing manufacture. It may proye a cotton · manu- 
facture; I ſhould rather wiſh, that it were of ſome 
fort of woollen ſtuff. I believe, that our moſt en- 
lightened medical men are inclined to think that we 
uſe woollens as an article of dreſs leſs than we might 
vith advantage, do. How many of the diſeaſes 
with which we are chiefly infeſted, are ſuch as ori- 
zinate in colds? Woollens, in our climate would be a 
better preſervation againſt theſe than any other ſort | 
of dreſs. I ſhould wiſh, therefore, that the conduc- - 
tors of eur woollen manufactures, and the leaders of 

the 
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the faſhion, would unite their influence to turn the 


national taſte in dreſs and the bent of its induſtry, 
more than they are at preſent, to the making and 
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the wearing of woollen ſtuffs. 1 ſhould imagine 
that the fabrics of woollens, might be as much di- 


verſifſied as thoſe of linens, ef cottons, and of ſilks; 


and the caprices of faſhion might thus be ſufficienthy 
gratified. No manufactures are fo natural to a coun- 
try as thoſe for which it produces the raw materials. 
The encouragement of the woollenSnanufacture be- 
comes a matter of the greater conſequence to the 
Highlands, ſince ſheep have been adopted as a more 
profitable ſpecies of live-ſtock than black-cattle. 


Much greater numbers of ſheep are already fed | 
through the Highlands; their numbers are annually | 


augmented. Now, if the wool could be wrought 
up at home; it might be exported, with much great- 


er advantage to the country, in a manufactured, | 


A manufacture of ' coarſe car- 


than in a raw Kate. 


peting, of frize, of coarſe broad-cloth, of tartans, 


of ſtockings, of flannels, or of worſted ſtuffs might, 
in this caſe, be eſtabliſhed with great anne 
Kenmore. 


BLAck cattle form ſtill perhaps too confide- 
rable a part of the live-ſtock kept by the farmers is 
this neighbourhood. They are ſold off, at certain 
ages, to drovers from the Low Country of Scotland a 
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ind from England; or perhaps driven to the cattle- 
markets in Scotland and England by dealers from 
the country where they are bred. The prices vary 
with age, ſize, ſhape, ih and various other cir- 
cumſtances. 


Mani xs of ſheep from Clydeſdale, and other 
fouthern countries, have, within theſe laſt ten or 
twelve years, begun to reſort eagerly to the High- 
hnds. They ha$e obtained, in many places, long: 
kaſes from the proprietors of the lands, in theſe 
parts---at rents much higher than were before paid 
for the ſame farms,---ſuch as no Highlandman could 
pay, by the old practice of farming;---yet, ſuch as 
theſe alien ſhepherds have, by their modes of mana- 
zing live-ſtock, been enabled to pay, and at the ſame 
time, to enrich themſelves. Stocking their farms 
with ſheep, inſtead of black cattle, ſmearing, feed- 
ing, and changing their flocks of ſheep, in a man- 
ner peculiar to themſelves, and unknown to the old 
Highland farmers; and ſelling them off at the beſt 
markets: They have thus been enabled to make 
kemingly unimproveable heaths and hills, afford a 
much greater proportion of ſubſiſtence for human 
life, than was before . from them. 


Tazss impirovers, . and the landlords | 
vhoſe n they have rented, have become on 
this 
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this ſcore unpopular in the Highlands. The pre: 
judices of clanſhip have almoſt died away: Yet the 
Highlanders think it hard that a Highland Gentle. 
man ſhould let his lands to a ſtranger, in preference 
to one of themſelves, even when tempted by the of- 
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fer of higher rent. 
the only ſpecies of induſtry of which he is capable, 2 
Highlandman has noother ſhift to follow, but to leave 
the country. He cannot prevail with himfelf to imi- 
tate in the management of his farm the practice of 
| ſtrangers. He cannot live upon it, if he manages it 
no better than formerly. There is no trade or ma- 
nufacture to which the old farmer can turn himſelf. 
He leaves the place. And his friends who remain, 
complain, that the country is depopulated by the ava- 
rice of the . and the intruſion of ſtran- 
gers. 


B inſenſible degrees, however, the Highland 
farmers learn to imitate the practices of thoſe ſtran- 


gers whom they ſee acquire opulence where they 


themſelves can barely fubſiſt. They find the ſame 
management which enriches ſtrangers, ſucceed with 
themſelves. The proprietors of the lands retain ſtill 
ſo much of the old claniſh ſpirit, that when a High- 
lander will pay the ſame rent for a farm as a Lowland 
er, the Highlander is always preferred. Nay at the 
— of 2 Lowlapder' $ leaſe, if the landlord a 
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poly find a Highlander to manage the farm upon 


ny unreaſonable partiality in their landlords for 


extremely ill uſed, when, after having taught the 


Ox ground of complaint, however, ſtill remains. 
| is aſſerted that. many fewer families are maintain 


deen turned into ſheep-walks, than they afforded 
ubſiſtence to, in their former more cultivated 
tate. This idea has gone out through the whole 
ingdom : and I have met with many otherwiſe i in- 


lighlands. 


Ver none ſurely, but ſuperficial thinkers, can fit 
down in the belief, that any ſpecies of management 


„dich renders a country more productive, can de, 

d the whole, injurious to it. | 

heut vor. I. eee e 
a 13 ; $5 6:8 1 . * 


the ſame principles, and pay nearly the fame rent; 
the Lowlander is ſure to be diſmiſſed. 80 that, the 
ower Highlanders have little reaſon to complain of 


franger tenants. Nay, a farmer from the Low Z 
Country is apt, not without cauſe, to think himſelf 


— AF 


Highlanders the art of enriching themſelves, he is 
immediately diſmiſſed with contempt. ESP 


d upon thoſe farms in the Highlands which have 


flizent and enlightened men who were, in this 
new, unfriendly to ſuch a mode of ann the 
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IT may have been haſtily alledged, but has never. | pr 
heen proved, or even coolly aflerted, that the popu- de 
lation of the whole iſland is diminiſhed with the po- mc 
pulation of the Highlands of Scotland. The con- {ilk 


trary is the true fact. Our: population has increaſed. de! 
in other parts of the kingdom, in a much, larger Wl lit: 
proportion than that in which it may be pretended. tor 
to have here declined. The nation has been, as it. an 


were, contracting its relaxed forces, with an ener- in 
getic effort, into the centre; from which it will ſoon, ove 
expand them with new vigour. In places peculiar- ind 


ly, favourable to trade, to- manufactures and, agricul- 
ture, and enjoying, at the ſame time perhaps ſome: 
accidental advantages, not reaching to theſe regions, 
population has rapidly increaſed within the preſent 
century. The proſperity of thoſe places, will, by 
degrees, raiſe the price of labour and of proviſions, 
and diminiſh their induſtry, and impair. their heal- 
| thineſs,—ſo as to give ſuch parts of the kingdom 
which are now, in ſome ſort, deſerted and neglec- 


ted, comparative advantages that will attract to them M 
no ſcanty ſhare of the population and opulence BY the 
which they muſt till then want.—Thus have popu- WM land 
lation, wealth, and induſtry been always ſpread, faid. 
gradually over. every country. Berwickſhire was land 
the firſt ſeat of improved agriculture i in Scotland: oblig 
Had not the tillage and: crops of Berwickſhire. been of m 
er oy in ſeveral of the other more im- BW depo 


provealle 


men of Scotland, as-it could well contain. The 


fields, came at length to be tried alſo at Paiſley, Ha- 
lifax, and other places through Britain. The cot- 
ton- manufacture came from England to Scotland; 
and from thoſe manufacturing towns in Scetland, 
in which it was firſt tried, is faſt finding its way 
over the whole country. Only introduce trade and 
induſtry into a country: cheriſh them where they 
have firſt fixed themſelves, without adding to the 
natural diſadvantages of other places:: They will, 


85 by degrees, difſuſe themſelves, more or leſs, over 
it the country. Nor will their progreſs leave them 


es energy in their primary ſeats. The richeſt diſ- 
8, tricts of a kingdom will ever attract population, to 

l- the diſadvantage of the reſt : But the EE up 
m 4fuid ſoon returns to its level. 

m MEANWHILE, it is unreaſonable to complain of 
the preſent depopulation of the Highlands of Scot- 
u- land. It is much more inconſiderable than has been 
d, did. Thoſe who are induced to leave the High- 
lands, find employment elſewhere, without being 
J: obliged to forfake their country. By thoſe modes 
en of managing the lands, which are complained of as. 
* en g. maintenance is obtained from them 
2 . for 
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proveable counties in Scotland, it might have by 
degrees attracted as great a crowd of the huſband- 


ſilk· manufacture originally eſtabliſhed in Spittal- 
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252 JOURNEY THROUGH 
for a much greater number of mankind, than they 


could before maintain, And, all this maintenance 
is either conſumed within the kingdom, or at leaſt 
exchanged for commodities equally neceſſary, which 
are conſumed within it. The natural courſe of hu. 
man affairs, and the exertions of individuals, and 
of aſſociated bodies, directed to this particular pur- 
poſe will ſhortly be ſeen to reſtore to the Highlands, 
nne which they may ſcem to have i 


Taz e of Lord ae otnamented 
grounds, and the curioſities round this place are 
numerous above what I have mentioned. A ber. 
mitage is one of the moſt admired curioſities in 


theſe environs. I was not ſo happy as to have time 


to viſit it. Some fine water · falls I faw, in all their 
grandeur, / But, in this country, and at this time 
in the ſeaſon, water-falls are ſo numerous, as to loſe, 
to the imagination, much of the grandeur. of their 
appearance, and of the force of cheir eſlect. 
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I Was, at length40 leave FIRED with which L had 
been enchanted ; although had ſeen them to nearly 
the ſame diſadvantage, as if one ſhould ſee a Beauty 


in her morning-Giſhakille, while the were haxdly yet 
relreſhed 
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refreſhed by fleep, after the e and fackgus 
of a ball. My original hope had been to reach In- 
verary, on this night. But, à conſiderable part of 
the forenoon was, by this time, conſumed, It ar 
gain rained. The proſpect was dreary. The road 
by which J Was to travel, not the moſt level imagi- 
nable. I now therefore contented myſelf with the 
idea of proceeding at leaſt to Tyndrom, or eee 
ly, in the ung of the afternoon. * $331 E: 2 6 © 


WE eee ont. e Was Pas 
bad. But, I cannot praiſe the proſpect. Even in 
r. the faireſt ſeaſon of the year, I ſhould ſuppoſe, that 
in it muſt ſeem bleak. The wood bears too ſmall 2 
ne proportion, as well in quantity, as in growth;; te 
ir WI the expanſe of the lake, The hills riſe nat over it 
ne Wl vith that awful abruptneſs, which impreſſas the 
ſe, mind with ſentiments of ſublimity and wonder, 
ir W The country, on either ſide, ſpreads. out into a 
If bleak heath, —of that level on which the eye natu- 
rally expects cultivation. When this level happens 
to want cultivation, or to exhibit none but ſcanty, 
meagre products of huſbandry, it never fails ta com- 
municate ideas of barrenneſy and / poverty. The aſ- 
ad pet of the farm - houſes adds to this effect. They 
rly re, externally at leaſt, almoſt inconceivably' page - 
ty and mean. The woods conſiſt not of ſuch ſtately. 


yet "GP in the . Birches 
ed and 
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and dwarfiſh pines are the moſt numerous.—A deep 

foreſt might correſpond to the wildneſs of theſe WI Th 

ſcenes, and inveſt it with grandeur. But e tres la 
| cannot. ter 


Tux corn appeared every where green, and unfit I ed 
for the fickle. The lateneſs of the ſeaſon had, how. en 
ever, obliged the poor peaſants to begin cutting it nat 
down ; as, after October was conſiderably advan- and 
ced, they could have ſmall hopes of ſeeing it riper. mis 
So'ſcanty a crop cannet ſupply, as I ſhould think, WM lari 
nearly enough of grain for the ſuſtenance of the in. WM ſim 
habitants. I know not well whether they fupply WI Ver 
themſelves with what additional corn or meal they 
may need, from the ſouth-eaſt, or from the north- WM I 
weſt, I believe, the corn-merchants - and meal- W Dot 
mongers in Glaſgow and Greenock import confide- W thin 
rable quantities of corn and me main into 4 hero 


Weſt n e Ot 15 ' 3 preſe 
( e Wh ever. 
BLERAEk and bars: as was the country 5 yet in * diſtir 
Af the landſcapes which opened ſucceſſively to the ¶ nce 
eye in travelling along the fide of Loch- Tay, there Wer 
as ſomewhat to ſtrike, and to amuſe a penſre Scot! 
mind. The bleak heath was commonly bounded I led t 
by hills, either nearer, or more diſtant. Thoſe hilk WM 
were crowned with miſt. The ſcenery of Offian Th 
Vas s ſuggeſted to the mind. Similar was the face cf deda 


the 
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FR country, marked in his alluſions and deſeriptions. 
The barrenneſs and wildneſs of that country, is till 
almoſt the ſame. The inhabitants are but little bet- 
ter provided with the conveniencies of life. Oſſian, 
too, ſpeaks oftener of the bare heath and the ſtunt- 
ed ſingle tree, than of the deep foreſt With the 
remembrance of Oſſian thus ſuggeſted, the mind 
naturally recalled the kindred ideas: of the maids 
and the heroes whoſe feats, whoſe loves, and whoſe 
misfortunes he celebrates; and of that ſtrange pecu» 
larity in. their circumſtances and manners, by which 
implicity and refinement, rudeneſs and e 
were wonderfully united. in them. 12563 | 


7. 


T. 


THERE. was ſomething animating, as . well as 
ſoothing in this train of thought, Who could 
think a country dreary, which had produced ſuch 
heroes? Who could allow his ſpirits to ſink under 
preſent inconveniencies, in a land in which perhaps 
every moor, every ſtream, and every hill had been 
litingutſhed by the reſidence, or by the deeds. of a 
race of men, in whom ſavage life ſeemed to triumph 
over all the refinements of civility ? What native of 
Scotland could avoid feeling his heart ſwell, when - 
kd to n the i ancient glories-of his n, 


KF ET SI ET. 


| Turns was 3 of painful 3 nie 5 
ded with theſe reflections. If the ſtate of manners re. 
* 
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preſented i in the poems of Oſſian ever actually Sidel, 
and if the people among whom it exiſted were in-cir. La 
cumſtances of poverty, and helpleſs artleflnefs, as be WW ch 
Alo reprefents: Ah! why have the improvements of 
and refinements of civilized life, produced nothing Joy 
more amiable or exalted in ſentiment among men? cor 


As I proceeded, I met ſome reapers whom the Ml hk 
rain had driven from their work. Bedrenched as ing 
I was with rain, I am ſure that my appearance was Ten 
not calculated to excite either reſpect or terror. tier 
But, in this wild country ſo little are the inhabi- Wl |... 
tants accuſtomed to the ſight of ſtrangers, that they mor 
face them with little leſs timidity, than the goats or WM Suc 
foes which inhabit the ſame hills. They left the WM nati 
road as I approached, and {kulked among a clump of a 

_ of ſtunted firs, till 1 had * „ eee of ri 


As we e to dene nearer to Killin, the ſequi 
eountry aſſumed ſomewhat of a richer and more M tum: 
cultivated aſpect. The road lay farther down upon WM ed fo 
the border of the lake. In the fields were hillocks 
of peaſe on the firaw ; and the corn was chiefly in 

' ſhocks. The ſoil ſeemed deep; and the graſs was 
of a dark-green colour. Some ancient trees added 
dignity, here and there, to the ſcene. In one place 
the foil had been cut to a conſiderable depth, by the 


ee action of thoſe torrents, which, in Rorms 
of 
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ek rain are precipitated from the adjacent hills. 
Large maſſes of rock here and there obſtructed the 


of a lively green, grew on the brink; above and be- 
low the bridge. On the farther ſide ſtood a ſnug, 


At ſ me ſmall diſtance, nearer to the edge of the 
ic Wi lake ſtand the remains of an ancient caſtle ſeem- 
as Wl ingly of great antiquity. I enquired and was infor- 
s Wl med concerning the family who had been the an- 
: cient proprietors of this caſtle and the adjoining 


hands; but the information eſcaped from my me- 


© nory, before I could find time to note it down. 
Or Such ruins are among the objects which a traveller 
be BY naturally expects to find ſomewhere on the borders 
vp il cf an extenſive lake. For, the ſea-coaſt, the banks 
of rivers, the borders of lakes are always the ſeats 
on which mankind firſt ſettle, in any country. Con- 
he Wi fequently, in ſuch places are the oldeſt veſtiges of 
Tre human induſtry, and human habitation to be look- 
ed for. It was in this mind as to theſe matters, that 


not a little intereſting, 


ON 
cks found the ruinous. caſtle I have Juſt mentioned, 
IM | 
as 


led W from Loch- Tay extends Glen- Lyon, 
ace Bl ilong narrow vale, divided by the Lyon; which joins 


ach {ide of the vale towers up a ridge of lofty hills, 
Vo. I, K k h | The 
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channel. A bridge was thrown over it: and aſhes 


tommodious feeading of 4 farm-houſe with offices. 
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The vale is cultivated for the extent of twenty-eight, 
miles in length. Hamlets are ſcattered here-and 
there, through it. In many places, theſe hamlets 
are ſo confined among the hills, as to be hidden for 
three or four months in the year, from the ſight of 
the ſun. Of theſe hamlets no fewer than twenty. 
eight are ſcattered along the length of the vale. The 
ſoil is not unfit for agriculture. But, the ci 
mate is backward, And the crops are ſeldom ripe fre 
at the time in the ſeaſon, when it becomes neceſſary the 
to cut them down.—The hills are green half-way to tha 
their ſummits. The ſhepherds reſide upon them in- The 
ſheals in ſummer, and ſometimes through winter. 
The river Lyon affords ſalmon. In Glen-Lyon is 1] 
a vein of lead ore which was opened, and wrought and 
for a ſhort time, about ſixty years fince. del 
Roxs are „ numerous in Glen-Lyon: 
Foxes ſtill more ſo. The Capercalxe is one of the 
birds in theſe regions. On its way to join the Tay, 
the. river Lyon paſſed through: the diſtrict of For- 
tinge, already mentioned, In the church-yard of 
Fortingal ſtand the remains of a famous yew-tree, 
fifty two feet in circumference. —The yew was very 
much a favourite in-this iſland, in the days of ar- 
chery. I know not whether this tree came to be 
planted round church-yards, in conſequence of its 
w being found nn. uſeful for bows; or 
whether 


PART OF SCOTLAND. 


259 
* whether it was not perhaps employed for this uſe, 
a in conſequence of having been previouſly planted 
* commonly in ſuch ſituations. But both the one and 
: other are facts i in its hiſtory. 
f 
5 THROUGHOUT all this tract of country are many 
e circular forts, from thirty to fifty feet in diameter, 


i- and about five feet high, The ſtones of which they 
0 are built, are very large. Of the height of all of 
7 them ſome part ſeems to have fallen. Two are larger 
0 than the reſt, and appear to have had outworks. 
n They extend n Dunkeld and Glenorchy. 


is | TowarDs Killin riſe the wild ſummits of Lawers, 
it ud the rugged heights of Finlarig. The fides of 


theſe mountains, facing the lake, are clothed with 
wood. At the foot of Finlarig ſtand the ruins of 
7 the caſtle of the ſame name, an ancient ſeat of the 
e the Campbells, knights of Glenurchie. In this neigh- 
'» WH bourhood was once fought a bloody conteſt between 
„ Campbells, and the Macdonalds of Keppoch y ho had 


of made a plundering incurſion into the country. The 


Campbells were aſſembled at a chriſtening entertain- 
ment, in the great hall of Finlarig. News was 


umph, with their booty, over the adjacent hill of 


Kk 2 = aſſailed 


brought that the Macdonalds were returning, in tri- 


Strone-Clachan. The Campbells roſe, with one ac- 
cord, from the feſtive table, aſcended the hill. and 
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266 JOURNEY THROUGH 
affailed the plunderers. They were, however, over. 


as through its whole length, a full and 


powered, and twenty gentlemen of the name of 
Campbell, left dead on the ſpot. News of their dif. 
aſter was ſent to Balloch or Taymouth, the ſeat of 
their chief. He ſent aid. The ravagers were pur. 
ſued, overtaken at the braes of Glenorghie, deteat- 
ed, and _— of their n 


Tun river Lochy runs gently. fron upon ther nor- | 
thern fide of the hill of Strone- Clacban; and after- 
wards winds round, through the plain, on the fro nt 
of this hill, in a ſouth-weſtern direction, till i it meets 
the Tay pouring down with a more rapid courſe 
upon the oppoſite {ide of Strone-Clachan ; and beth : 
rivers diſcharge their waters, nearly at the point of Ml 1 
union, into Loch-Tay. On the northern bank of no! 
the Lochy, and near the high-way ſtand ſeveral cot- ted 


THEFT 7,->,, -...c 


tages; and above theſe a decent gentleman's ſeat, WM fice 


named Borland. Approaching Killin, the traveller WI on 
croſſes, by a bridge, over the Lochy. The tiver WM wh 
was ſwollen by the rains. The lake diſplayed here, WI pp 
ex · inn 
panſe of water. The oppoſite bank preſented an hig] 
ornamented, cultivated aſpect. The meandering WM well 
of the river divided the plain with a beautiful wa- com 
ving line. It was till covered with green grabs in a 
nor was it altogether bare of corn. The inn, the WI muſ 


manſe, and ſome _ houles, al within the Game WW hapr 
land: BY 85 


8 F * 


To 


its 
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landſcape, contributed greatly to enliven the ſcene, 
The north-eaſt end of the village, lay, at the fame 
time, within fight. Twilight was juſt falling. Strone- 


Clachan above, the more majeſtic hills towering at 
x diſtance on either fide, and the expanſe of the 


lake to the ſouth-eaſt, immeaſprable by the eye. 
all aided its effects. The ſcene was one of- thoſe 
mixed exhibitions of grandeur with melancholy 


beauty, which falling darknels n more RO 


fenen 


K JLLIN ; and to Ta nn 
Ti inn at Kiln into which I now ende 
not uncomfortable. It is large, and is accomoda- 
ted with good ſtables, and with other ſuitable of- 
lice-houſes. This as well as the ihn at Kenmore is 
on Lord Breadalbane's eftate, And the anxiety with 
which the late and the preſent Lord Breadalbane 
appear to haye attended to the eſtabliſhment of good 
inns on that part of their eſtates which lies upon the 
highways—does them the higheſt honour. They 
vell merit the gratitude of the traveller to whom 
commodious accomodation, and civil entertainment 
in a place where he can command, as at home, 


muſt, after the fatigue of a journey—eſpecially if it E 


prong nt ney and in 
ſtormy 
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.262 - JOURNEY THROUGH 
ſtormy weather, —afford more agreeable enjoyment, 
than all the gratifications of luxury, in ſcenes of eaſe 
and indulgence. A matter of as great conſequence 
as the providing of comfortablei nns, is, the placing 
of inn-keepers in them, from whoſe good ſenſe and 
attention,—a due care of the houſe, ſervants, and 
-gueſts, may be expected. Mr Macdougal, the land- 
lord of the inn at Killin, is from Cupar in Angus; 
his civility and attention, with the conveniencies of 
his houſe, rendered this evening ſufficiently agreeable 
to me. | | 


IT is pleaſing to refle& upon the hiſtory of hoſpi- 
tality, as:connected with the progreſs of manners, | 
and with the local ciroumſtances of countries. An- 
ciently, inns were unknown in the Highlands of 
Scotland. But, the ſtranger who was not robbed 
or murdered, found in every houſe, the kindeſt re- 
ception and the moſt honourable entertainment that 
the family could give. In the patriarchal times, fi- 
milar was the mode of hoſpitality which prevailed 
in Aſia. In ancient Perſia were Stathmi, houſes eſta- 
bliſhed by the Government for the reception and 
entertainment of travellers, at equal diftances upon 
the highways. . In various places. through Turkey, 
buildings, called Namas-giahs. have been erected to 
receive the traveller, and fountains provided to re- 
freſh his thirſt, and to ſupply him with water for 


the 
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de ablutions preſcribed by the ordinances of the 


Mahometan religion. Nay; ſo far has this ſpecies of 
benevolence been carried, that ſums of money. have 


been aſſigned for purchaſing ſnow in ſummer, for 


the uſe of the perſons who repair to drink at the 
fountains. In Aſia Minor are inns called Konacs, 
where the traveller is ſupplied with proviſions, and 
with a mattraſs and a pillow, to ſleep upon, but with 
nothing to cover him, during the night. In the inns- 
of Germany, it appears-from ſome of the entertaining, 
dialogues of Eraſmus, that, between two and three 
hundred years ſince, travellers were all received in 


one hall, without reſpect of perſons, where they uſed, 


to talk and eat and drink together. From Chau- 


cer's Canterbury Tales, and the arrangement of them, 
we learn, that, for pilgrims at leaſt, the cuſtom was 


acciently the ſame in England. In Joanna, one of the 
Comorra iſlands, frequented by the Engliſh, in their 


voyages to the Eaſt, hotels or houſes for entertain- 
ment are commonly kept by the principal people in 


the iſland. Theſe have ſomehow acquired from the 
Engliſh ſailors, and among themſelves, the appella- 
tion of Dukes : They demand a dollar a day, for: 


the entertainment of a gueſt : they take certificates 


from one ſet. of cuſtomers, to recommend them to 

the next who may arrive. Hoſpitality never ap. 
peared more amiable than at the Pelew iſlands, the 
* and virtuous inhabitants of which, ſhewed 
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£64 JOURNEY THROUGH 
fuch wonderful humanity to Captain Wilſon and hls 


ſhipwrecked crew. Our Engliſh travellers complain 


miſerably of the inns on the continent of Europe,— 
eſpecially of Italy. They have begun to. acknow- 
ledge, within theſe laſt twelve years, that no where 
are better inns to be met with than in the High- 
lands of Scotland. When I complained to Mr 
Macdougal, that his rooms were damp, he excuſed 
this circumſtance by informing me, that ſo late in the 
ſeaſon, he had not occaſion to receive many gueſts; 
and when I complained that the bells were ill- hung, 


he replied, that there was no bell-hanger in the 


neighbourhood to repair them. I had no other com- 
From to make. 


Tt happened that on the POTN of the day of 


| which I arrived here, a party of the farmers on 


Lord Breadalbane's Perthſhire eſtate had dined at 
the inn. The occaſion of their meeting was, as the 
hndlord informed me, to divide among themſelves 
an hundred ſheep of the Cheviot breed, which Lord 
Breadalbane had, by the advice of Sir John Sinclair, 
purchaſed, and preſented to his farmers, for the im- 
provement of the breed of ſheep on his Eſtates. 


The landlord (whom, finding him to be an intellix 


gent man, I was glad to detain with me, during 
ſome part of the evening, and to lead him into con- 
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h tunce of his noble maſter's kindneſs to his tenants, 
in Wl © inform me, that his Lordſhip was highly and 
— = univerſally beloved by them. On ſuch eaſy terms, 
w- y his account, do they hold their farms, that of a 
re ¶ cental of from ſeventeen to twenty thouſand pounds 
h- year, the whole is always chearfully and readily. 
Mr Bi raid within three days, during which his Lordſhip's 
ed tors hold their courts for the purpoſe of receiving 
he ls rents. His Lordſhip has not, like various other 
ts; Highland proprietors, ſought to raiſe the value of his 
ig, knds; by diſplacing the old race of tenants. Vet, he 
the Bi veglects no means of improving his fortune, by which 
m. WM ic general circumſtances of the country can be at the 
me time improved. Upon ſome of his eſtates, as 
an ſome of the great eſtates in England, leaſes had 
on N never yet been let. Vet neither have the rents been 
on N ubitrarily raiſed, nor the tenants capricioully diſpla- 
| at Wed. It was expected, that in the courſe of the en- 
ſuing year, leaſes would be granted to the occupants 
of thoſe lands, and increaſed rents at the ſame time 
cquired, The whole tenantry will chearfully take 
raies at Whatever increaſed rent their landlord may: 
cauſe to demand: for their confidence in his good- 
eſs perſuades them, that he will not think of im- 
pling any intolerable burdens, A i 


| . 


Tux village of Killin is amal, but ſeemingly 
driving. The name is referred in its origin, to 
Vor. I. i Mu 
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Fingal. A tradition is preſerved, that the father of | 
Offian was buried here, The villagers are chiefly | 
mechanics who receive employment from the inha- 
bitants of the circumjacent country,—day-labourers 
in huſbandry,—with perhaps an alehouſe keeper or 
two. I was pleaſed with: the account | received of 
one inftitution which they have contrived to eſta- 
bliſh among them. Several years ſince; ſome me- 
chanics, who had been to work at their trades in 
Edinburgh or Glaſgow, returned to ſettle at Killin, 
They ſuggeſted to their neighbours the idea of inſti- 
tuting a fund, fuch as thoſe which the artizans have 
formed, in moſt great towns, for their relief in ſick- 
neſs, and for the afliſtance'of their families in the 
event of the death of the head of any one. The 
thought ſeemed a good one. A number of the vil. 
lagers and the inhabitants of the neighbouring coun- 
try formed themſelves into a Society for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of ſuch a fund. They agreed to begin witl 
advancing, each, ſome ſmall contribution, the par- 
ticular ſum of which I have forgotten. The fund 
thus conſtituted, was to be monthly, quarterly, o 
annually augmented by ſome ſmall payment, ſuc 
as each member might eaſily afford. Out of it 
again, the ſick, the ſuperannuated, and the ſurviving 
widows and children of deceaſed members were to be 
aſſiſted with more or leſs pecuniary relief The firlt 
members. of the ſoeiety, -and- the managers of th: 


/ 
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fund conducted its affairs with a degree of prudence 
which rendered it popular through the whole coun- 


try. The gentlemen were pleaſed to ſee their poor 


WHT zcighbours and dependents adopt this plan of ceco- 
HT omy. Farmers and landholders eagerly joined the 
aſſociation. .Lord Breadalbane generoufly augment- 
ed the fund by an handſome.denation. Under his 
WT patronage, and the patronage of other gentlemen 
| WY in the neighbourhood, it has thriven wonderfully. 


a Bur, that I am inclined to believe, this fund has 


deen ſtill more uſeful to the country, through the 
- WY uſes to which the ſtock has been applied, in orderto 


render it productive, than by means of the ſaving 
which it has · occaſioned, and of the relief which it 
has ſupplied to the needy.— The inhabitants of this 
diſtrict conſume conſiderably more grain than their 
illage produces. Diſtant as they are from market- 
towns, and from thoſe, parts of the country in which 
wriculture is the ſtaple article of induſtry ; the 
poorer inhabitants. have had difficulty in obtaining 
from time to time, ſuch ſmall quantities of meal as 
their circumſtances enable them to purchaſe. In 
the winters of thoſe years in which meal has been 
larce and dear, the poor. of theſe parts have been 


to the managers of the above fund, the idea of ap. 
Foriating part of it to the purpoſe of annually pur. 


us. chaſing 


tear to ſuffering by famine. Theſe facts ſuggeſted 
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chaſing a large quantity of meal, to be depoſited in It o 
a granary in the village, and fold out in ſuch ſmall cult 


quantities as the pooreſt might find it convenient a di 
to buy, from time to time. This, was ſoon found nuf. 
to be an advantageous mode of employing the ſo- mat 
ciety's money. Scarcity of meal no longer diſtreſ. ing 
ſes the poor, even in the ſevereſt winter. It is pro- com 
bable, too, that the eaſe thus given to the circum. neig 
ſtances of the labourers may contribute to increaſe 

the population and the induſtry of the country. [ 
| | ture 


1 5HouULD rejoice to hear, that theſe wiſe ideas that 
had been extended yet farther. If the fund ſhall it is 
continue increaſing; ; might not another part of i it | that 
be advantageouſly employed for the eſtabliſhment from 
of ſome manufacture? This will, I 1 in due ore ++ 


time, come to paſs. 5 | | to h 


AT Killin I taſted the only very good <whifhy 
EIN Vx 4 HH as di 
which I met with in my little excurſion, through _ 
the Weſtern Highlands. The landlord informed 


me, that it was prepared at a diſtillery, which had = 
been, not many years before, erected in the neigh- : 
bourhood, by the Laird of Macnab*®, This gentle- quait 
man had happened to raiſe larger crops of barley on hp 
ſome part of his lands which he retained in his own Wl * 
1 than he could find a ready ſale for. e 
| ©. omet 
* The e are a branch of the Macgregors deſcended from rage b 


Gregor, Abbot of Dunkeld. 
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t occurred to him, that he might, with leſs diffi. 
culty, diſpoſe of a quantity of whiſky. He erected 
a diſtillery on a pretty extenſive ſcale ; began the ma- 
nufacture of whiſky, prepared only from the beſt 
materials, reſerved it to a proper age, before ofſer- 
ing it for ſale; and in conſequence, his whiſky has 
come to be deſervedly preferred through the _ . 
neighbourhood. 


I uus confeſs, that if there be any manufac- 
ture for which we can furniſh the raw materials, 
that I ſhould wiſh not to ſee flouriſh among us, 
it is, that of ſpiritous liquors. Would to God, 
that all our intoxicating drinks were to be brought 
from a farther diſtance, than the South Sea iſlands, 
or the Antarctic pole! I ſhould not be ill- pleaſed 
to hear our labouring claſſes ſay of good malt li- 
quor, with Boniface, © that they can eat, as well 
as drink their ale; and that they find it food, as 
well as liquor.:”” but, I cannot, with pleaſure, hear 
them ſpeak with the ſame fondneſs of gin or 
whiſky. I ſhould ſuppoſe that they can form ac- 
quaintance with no greater enemy, either to health 
or morals. The legiſlature have certainly not done 
ill, to diſcourage the Scotch diſtilleries. It were 
well, if they ſhould, ſee the propriety of doing 
ſomething more, than has yet been done, to encou- 
rage Scotch breweries, | 


Yer, 
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Yer, although unfriendly to the manufacture of 
Jpiritous liquors in Scotland, I was glad to hear of | 
the above-mentioned diſtillery in this neighbour. 
Hood. Great quantities of Scotch Spirits are at pre- 
{ent imported into the Weſt Highlands from the 


vicinity of Stirling. Now, as the Highlanders have 


nothing, or almoſt nothing to give in exchange for 


this article of luxury, except raw materials, and 
things conſtituting the primary neceſſaries of life; 
they are much impoveriſhed by the trade. It were 
better if they could be induced to prefer good old 
ale. But, if they muſt have whiſky ; let it, if poſ- 
ſible, be of their own diſtillation. There will be ſo 


miuch more induſtry in the country, if they them. 
ſelves diſtill, rather than import the whiſky which 


they are reſolved to drink. — Another conſideration 
which at the ſame time, weighs, with me, when 1 
am induced te wiſh well. to the Highland diſtilleries, 
4s, that agriculture ought, by every means, to be 
encouraged in theſe regions. If the Highlanders 
can once be induced to raiſe grain on all their arable 
ground, whatever be the purpoſes for which they may 
intend it; a new branch of induſtry will be gained 
to the country, and another of the firſt neceſſaries 
of life produced in it. Here is abundance of lime- 
ſtone. Let the country only be opened up by roads 
* canals; and motives e OY rouſe 

e 2114 oil 
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liſtleſs ſlotb. The Highlands will ſoon become cul - 


tivated and populous. 


Tux fiſhery of the loch affords employment to 
ſome of the poor people about Killin. Here are 


fine charr, and perches. Theſe, with the other 
ſihes which the loch breeds, are taken either in 
nets,—by lines fixed at one end, to a ſtone or ſtake, 
while the other is thrown into the water, armed 
with a hook and bait,—or in the way of angling 


with-a rod and line. Some valuable ſpecies of fiſhes 


abound here, which are not to be met was * . 
ke at Kenmore, bt 10 5d. di 


W 10 


Leaving the inn at Killin, pa 3-procalti welt | 


ward, the traveller is conducted by the highway, 


through the village, and by a corn, and if I remems 


ber rightly, alſo by a lint-mill to the bank of the 
Tay, or rather the Dochart. He croſſes an arm of 
it, along one bridge: Immediately after, appears a 
path, turning downwards between this, and another 
bridge, covering another arm of the ſame river, at 
a few paces diſtance. This path leads between two 
pillars to a dark grove of pines, ſituate on a mount 


ning between the two arms of the river, and at the 


oppoſite end of the iflet which they here incirele 


The pines are ſo thick planted, that, although the 
pove be but a few paces diſtant from the highway, 
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B92 JOURNEY THROUGH 
yet cannot the eye, from this ſtation, pierce through 
the gloom. Rough fragments of the rock obſtruct F 
the ſtream on either ſide. Natural pillars ſeem 
Tudely to ſurround the whole mount. But, I can. 
not in deſcription communicate the impreſſion which 
the aſpect of this little, ſingular, detached ſcene 
made upon my mind. It was, indeed, ſtrongly im- 
preflive and pictureſque. It ſeemed a Druidical 
grove. Nor was the dark ſhade of the pines, leſs 
fitted, than if they had been oaks, to awaken ideas 
of religious ſolemnity and horrour. The lake be. 
low, the dividing ſtream, the inſulated grove, the 
mountains riſing tremendous around, and crowned | 
Vith ſnow,—all together ſuggeſted the thought, 
that this muſt have been anciently the ſeat either of 
religion or of defenſive war.—lI proceeded along the 
bridge which lay over the weſtern branch of the 
river. A new village is riſing here. I advanced to 
the firſt door, at which Rood a handſome woman 
with one of thoſe open countenances which natural- 
ly invite the ſtranger to make any neceſſary enqui- 
ries, becauſe they promiſe an obliging anſwer. I 
pointed to the iſle and aſked its name. The good 
woman bluſhing, anſwered, in broken Engliſh, that 
ſhe could not tell its Engliſh name, —and that it 
Gaelic name I would not underſtand. I repeatec 
my wiſh to know its Gaelic name. She then tol 
me, it was Innes-vuy ; and another woman wh 
. | ; _ 1 ood 
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food belide her, added, that it was the burial-place 
of the family of MacNab of MacNab. It were im- 


poſſible to imagine a ſpot more ſuitable for the ; 


burying 0 of a family of Highland Chieftains. 


I was not leſs please 90 the appearance of the 
new village. The walls of the little houſes are well 


built with ſtone and lime, the roofs have the joiſts 
hid with fir and birchen rafters, and covered with 
turf, and that, again with an upper covering of 
L firaw, heath, or fern. Some quantities of linen- yarn 
are, I think, ſpun. here. I know not whether ſome 
ſmall attempts at the manufacture of cotton or linen 
cloth may not be meditated, or perhaps already be- 
zun. Upon the contiguous part of the ſouthern 
border of the lake, ſtands an handſome houſe, the 
name of which I either neglected to aſ or have for- 
gotten. It is ſurrounded, and the whole bank clad 
vith a good deal of wood, The adjacent ing 
have likewiſe an air . cultivation. 5 


we 13 was now to proceed 88 Ae the 
bank of the Dochart. The vale, up which the road to 
to Tyndrom leads, is bounded on both ſides by hills 
which riſe not to a vaſt height till the eye has purſued 
them to a conſiderable diſtance backwards. The low 
round between is half culti vated. Cloſe upon the 


blanks of the river are tracts of natural meadow. - 


Vox. „ | Behind. 
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274 JOURNEY THROUGH 
| Behind theſe, on both ſides, are corn and potatoe- 


fields incloſed, in a careleſs, imperfect manner, with. rea. 
in low ſtone dykes. Between, are ſpots of green paſ- narre 
ture, which have been occaſionally ploughed. The ve 
farm-houſes and cotrages are ſcattered, here and; bank: 
there, amongſt theſe fields. Behind are either wide, alte 
bleak tracts of low. lying heath, or flowly- rifing hills, Wc wi 
The road is ſtill good: I am not ſure, indeed, that the « 
its direction is in the very beſt or Horeſt line, 5 fil re 
| | N colour 
No intereſting object met my eye, till r artived: loſt or 
within ſight of the houſe of Achlean, the property, bus fi 
of a Mr Campbell. Its fituation is on the northern eber 
fide of the Dochart. Some wood has been planted: bit 
round it. The hills riſe above, in; a ROS: and · 
mv NE... Oe Art 
| Billin 1 
Ate day was not exceedingly Kwoufable either vance 
to travelling; or to labour. Yet, the people were ilent! 
buſy in all the fields, ploughing or digging up their bewed 
potatoes. The ſcene was animated, too, by cattle Ire in 
feeding on the fields, around them. Here and there d 1 
were two or three aſlt-trees round the little kitchen, {lady 
gardens belonging: to the cottages. Near one cot · are. 
tage, the name of which I enquired not, we crol- latter. 
{ed a ſmall ſtream which had worn for itſelf a deep Iunce, 
channel between rocks. There was a narrow ſtrip of E. 
1 low ground on each bank. The courſe of the dow: 
Rreaty man b 
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fiream winded. finely as it advanced. Above the 
nrrow ſtrip of level bank on each ſide, the ſurface : 

Wo precipitately to a conſiderable height. Thoſe 
bs thus broken and winding had been, by the 
taſte of the proprietor or tenant, irregularly plant- 


d with aſhes, ſome oaks, and ſome wild ſhrubs. 


I bc effect was, in my eyes charming. The aſhes . 
{ll retained their leaves, and were of a vivid green 


olour. The other trees and underwood had either 


dit or were faſt loſing their leaves. The dingle was 
bus finely parti-coloured. The falling leaves were 
n Whither brown or yellow; and of theſe colours; they 


mibited a great diverſity of ſhades. 


lilin is Liagar/ton or New Inn. By the time I had 


et Wvanced thus far on my way, it rained, and blew 
re ilently. I was glad to enter, although the houſe; . 
cir ved no very promiſing appearance. The men 


tle 

ere ud hardly converſe with me, in Engliſh. The 
en. lady was a young women of no mean face or | 
ot- re. But, in her dreſs ſhe had much the air of 
of. httern. An old woman, of an intereſting coun- 
eep © ace, fat by the fire, who could not utter a ſylla- 

rip of Engliſh. I was cold and wet. I threw my; 
th 14 down on a ſtool, by the kitchen fire. The · good 25 
2 0-00 02 brought me ſome whiſky with bread and 


Mm 2 _ Cheeſe. 


Ar the 4 of about five or fix * from 


ere in the ſields. The women and the children 
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cheeſe. Refreſhment was at the ſame time provid- 
The fire blazed plea. | 


ed for my ſervant and horſes. - 
ſantly; and although a pot boiled upon it; and the 


houſe was at the ſame time darkened with ſmoke, || 
and the rafters dropping liquid ſoot,—1 found no- 
thing of all this uncomfortable ; the effects of the 


ſtorm were to give me high enjoyment of the 6mpleſt 
refreſhment, and the moſt incontiniodjous ſhelter, 


8 we were to proceed. The correſpondence 
was wonderful between the temperature of the wea- 
ther, and the aſpect of the country. I might well 


boaſt of having ſeen the Highland' heaths and hills 


in all their horrour. Loch Dochart was, at length, 


on my right hand. The whole vale, ſince I had turned | 


to the north-weſt, from Inniſh-vuy, was Glen- Dechart. 
No farm-houſes now appeared. The lake ſpread out, 
upon one hand. Precipitous and craggy rocks roſc 
immediately over the road, upon the other. There 
was ſomething of undeſcribable ſtran geneſs and no- 


velty in the Whole ſcenery around. The ſtorm blew 


outrageouſly; ſometimes it was rain that laſhed my 
face; ſometimes a furious ſhower of hail; and ſome- 
times thick, and broad flakes of ſnow darkened all 
the air. Here and there lay vaſt fragments detach- 
ed from the impending rocks, and only thinly co- 
vered with layers of mixed moſs'and ſand; Where 
the lake and the hills ſeemed as retire before each 

other, 
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ther, ſmall, barrows, appeared here and there raiſed; 
in the intermediate marſh. Fortunately, as the vio- 
lence of the ſtorm, and as the wildneſs of the ſcene 
increaſed, my ſpirits alſo roſe. Every thing com- 
bined. to remind me of the ancient days of Celtic 
beroiſm. And it was not eaſy to ſuffer one's mind 
to ſhrink before a little occaſional expoſure ; 7 when 
one reflected that, in theſe very ſcenes, in ſeverer 
ſeaſons, and with fewer of the comfortable accom- 
nodations of life than the preſent inhabitants 955 
this diſtrict poſſeſs, the heroes of Oſſian had perfor- 
med deeds, and enjoyed 2 refined, i ſentimental _—_ 
pineſs which raiſed human nature-to as high digni- 
ly and | felicity a as it has ever exhibited. 72 8 


„„ 


IN Loch- Dochart is 3 floating iſlet ; 3 2 curiolity. - 


, which is almoſt always recommended to the notice 
er travellers. = This iſlet is fifty-one feet long, and 


twenty nine in breadth. It may perhaps have heen 
gradually | formed by the natural! intertexture of the; 


V Wl roots and ſtems of ſome water-plants.. It moves 
y befoke the wind; and may. be puſhed about wich. TY 


poles. Cattle : going unſuſpectingly to feed upon it, 
re liable to be A on an unintended e 
round the lake. 


Ix another, but aftationary iſland, ſtand the ruins of 
:caſtle, an ancient dwelling of the knights of Lochow, | 
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it · is embowered in wood: And 1 may, without any | 
abuſc of the term, all i its appearance, romantic. "a 


Tur Matrdel had once conſiderable poſſeſſions 


in-theſe diſtricts. They were a lawleſs, Tapacious 


clan, who continued their trade of rapine, after, | 
many of their neighbours had begun to acknow- | 


ledge the laws of order. They once made them- 


ſelves maſters of the above-mentioned caſtle by a 
ſratagem worthy of the cunning of ſavages. It was 
inacceſſible in ſummer. But, in winter when the 
lake was frozen over, the Macgregors forming 7. 
cines of ſtraw and boughs of trees, and bruſhwaod, 


puſhed theſe before them, and thus reached the caſ- 


tle, without ſuffering from the miſſile weapons of 
thoſe who occupied it. They then inſtantly ſcaled the 
walls and took poſſeſſion of the fortreſs. This bold | 
and prædatory clan were at length exterminated, 


and their name proſcribed. David Malloch, the 


friend of Thomſon, was by deſcent, a Macgregor; - 
his father or grandfather had aſſumed the name of IH 
Malloch when the common firname of the clan was 

prohibited. —It was under Craig-Roſton, near the 


northern extremity of Loch Lomond, that they had 


their principal ſeat*. It was for a maſſacre of the 
Os, in 1 60 2 that they Were © proven | 
| | and | d 
* Glen-Dochart, Balqubidder, and fome part of Strath-Tay r 


gncicntly theirs, and Balloch the ſeat of their Chieftain, 


PART QF. SCOTLAND: m9 


circumſtance which attended this maſſacre, , was, the 
murder of ſome young men of family who had come 
from the ſchool of Dumbarton, to Glenfrone ;/ to 


ſce the conteſt between the Macgregors and the 
Colquhouns ; ; the event of which, unfavourable to 


the latter, enabled the former to gratify their fero- 
cious cruelty i in the moſt ſavage manner *.—— * 


As I proceeded amidſt the ſtorm, 1 came to + | 
place where the glittering ſtones of a new-built, dry 


fone wall, dividing the highway upon one hand, 


curioſity. The ſtones having been newly broken with | 
from the adjoining field; attracted my mineralogical : 
the hammer; their internal-ſtruure was 1 ” 


diſcernible ; and their compoſition was diſtinguiſh- 

able, as far as it can be diſtinguiſhed by the mere 
obſervation of aſpect. They were all calcareousg... 
and it was a large intermixture of mica, and, occa-· 


lonally of pyrites, that gave them the ie 
pect — had een my notice. A 


* #4 


* 


I COLLECTED 4 VIPER of ecm By us 
time when I wiſhed to put theſe into my portman- 
teau, and to proceed, I found, that my ſervant had, 
dy ſome accident or other, fallen a good way be. 
bind me. I was rather at a Aer Be to N58 of 


- this © 


* For ſome pertiectunniia e ee temas 
lit tnem in a more 3 2 1 


and their name ſuppreſſed. The moſt , aggravating; 
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the ſtones which I had p icked up. But, boo i ng K 
round me, I ſaw, at a ar diſtance forward on ar 


my right-hand, a hut from which abundance of th 
ſmoke was ifluing ; and 4 noiſe of boiſterous chear- 
fulneſs, which I could hear, through the Rorm, ac- hs 
' compatiied the ſmoke. Fifty years ſince, the naty- 12 
ral inference would have been, that the folks with⸗ thy 
in were a party. of thieves or plunderers making 
merry over the diviſion of their booty. But the 

days of ravage are paſt ; and I had no fears upon mY 
this ſcore. I therefore fixed my horſe, by the bridle, 


to a great ſtone, and advanced on foot to ſeek ſhel- * 
ter in the hut; till my ſervant ſhould come up, As 1 
Tentered, I perceived it to be à barn, occupied fot the Rox 
time, by a family of ſtrolling tinkers, with ſome ſer- 1 
vants from ſome neighbouring farm-houſes, gathered 105 
about them. One went to bring my horſe, and the wen 
ſtones which I had piled together, Another togk, u- hh 
pon him, the charge of watching for my ſeryant's ap. _ 
proach, that he might not paſs unobſerved. I, inthe 18 
mean time, dried my wet clothes by the fire, and ob- _ 
ſerved the ſimpte proceſs by which the ſpoon-maker daſs 
ſoftened his horns, and moulded and pared them into 155 2 
ſpoons. Nor was I lefs intereſted by the wretched, WM | 4 
half. naked condition of the poor man's wife and C 
children. The whole was ſuch a ſcene of meaninels * 
and wretchedneſs, yet of chearfulneſs, in the midſt raled 
ol theſe, as could not but ſtrongly impreſs the ima- Vo 
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ination and. ate of the accidental TO 15 I 
it a pernicious ſyſtem of exconomy. to the country, 
which invites theſe poor peaſants to ſcenes whers 


their induſtry may be employed in manufactures,— 
and in theſe ſo lucratively as to ſupply them with 


almoſt every convenience, or even luxury of civi- f 


lized life? While the wild regions through which 


they now. wander are at the ſame time rendered 


much more productive to the community, by that 


made of management which requires fewer hinds 
than were maintained here, when there was leſs de- 


mand or 2 induſtry « elſewhere ? 


* 


Ir was a them convenient for me to proceed, I be. 


ſtowed on the poor tinker what little I could ſpare: Y 


it was. truly 1 little: «thanked him for his civilities, 
and left him. The highway lay under ſeveral lofty 
mountains, ſometimes connected into a range, an 


ſometimes inſulated... Among the moſt remarkable 


was Ben- more; 75 at the baſe of which ſtands a imall 
neat houſe, that 3 in. the, rich counties of Scotland 
would ſeem only the houſe of a farmer of the bl 
daſs, but which in the country where it ſtands 

ſhould rather ſuppoſe to be the houſe of ſome land: 
bolder, or at leaſt a: A der of the firſt claſs. 
1 
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out alighting from our horſes. The Landlord is one 
of the handſomeſt middle-ſized men I lrave ſeen. Yer [ 
F thought his daughter fill handſomer. We alight- 7 
ed not from our horſes, but were ſerved by the tl 
good people at the door, with what refreſhment 1 ol 
aſked. e vl ul 


Wr, ſoon after, entered Strat. Fillan : 40 vale it 
divided by the river of Fillan. In this river is 2 MW 5 
pool conſecrated by the ancient ſuperſtition of the: the 
inhabitants of this country. The pool is formed by tier 
the eddying of the ſtream round a rock. Its water Aft 
was many hundred years ſince, conſecrated by Fillan, ind 
one of the ſaints who converted the ancient inhabi- WM If t 
tants of Caledonia from paganiſm to the belief of M hop 
Chriſtianity. It ſhould ſeem that he had perhaps MW fil 
reſided in this vicinity for ſome time; I believe, 
that his life may be ſcen in the vite Sanctorum Srotia, 
which were, not long ſince, collected and publiſhed 


in one octavo volume, by Mr Pinkerton. Whether M 811 
he conſecrated this pool, in compliance with mme lievec 
ſuperſtitious notions of, its virtues which he foundWW in th 
already prevalent among the neighbouring inhabi-W leaſt ; 
tants,—I know not. But, it has ever ſince been to the 
diſtinguiſhed by his name, and eſteemed of ſovereign The n 
virtue in curing madneſs. About two hundred bitant 
perſons, afflicted in this way, are annually broughy wh 
to r the benefits of its | lutary influence. Theſſſ be im; 


0” 
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patients. are conducted by their friends; who firſt 
perform the ceremony of paſling with them, thrice 
round. 2, neighbouring cairn.; on this cairn, they 
then depoſit a ſimple offering: of clothes, or perhaps 
of a ſmall bunch, of heath. More preciqus offerings = 
uſed. once to be brought. But, theſe. being never 
long left in the unmoleſted poſſeſſion of che ſaint; 
it has become cuſtomar to make him preſents 
which, may afford no temptation to theft. After 
theſe, ſuch as they are, have heen depolited, the pa- 
tient is then thrice immerged in the ſacred pool. 
After the immerſion, he is bound hand and foot, 
and left for the night in a chapel which ſtands near. 
if the maniac is found loaſe in the morning, good 
hopes are conceived of his full recovery. If he is 
till bound, his cure remains doubtful.” It ſome- 
times happens that. death relieves, him ering: * 
confinement from the troubles of 1. 
A an 8 
| Suid per ignorant as choſe 8 may — 4 
lie ved to be; they could not have fo long, perſiſted 
in this ſuperſtitious practice, if there ere not at 
leaſt a few inſtances in which it had proved effectual 
to the cure of che malady for Which it js.employed. 
the moſt intelligent and liberal-minded-of the inhg- 


75 


bitants of this neighbourhood actually aſſert, that, 


by whatever means, cuxes are oftener. than might 
. 11 


2 


red, —and how often caught in this Way! ? Madiiefs 
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Pool. Medicine is indeed well. known to ve more 
of its beneficial efficacy to the aid of imagination 5 
than to the intrinſic virtue of any of its remedits. 
In the power of imagination eſpecially, is the Inti- 
macy of the connexion between the mind und the 
body conſpicuous. - How often has diſeaſe been cu- 


particularly ſeems to depend in a great meaſure u- 


pon a peculiar ſtate of the imagination. Surpriſe wi 
and ſudden expoſure to danger have often relieved ut 
the diſtreſſes and reſtored the alienated mind' of the to 
maniac. Shipwreck and voyages on a ſtormy fea 


ſeldom fail of effect. I ſhould therefore ſuppoſe, 
that old Fillan choſe one of the happieſt modes that 

could be deviſed, by which to diſpenſe his'Mmiracu. | 

lous beneficence. The furpriſe with which the im. 
merſion is attended, and the terror of the fubſe- T. 


quent bonds, and ſolitary expoſure in the lonelineß WM Tay 
of the chapel, ſeem to operate, in a natural way, of a 
thoſe cures which are piouſly aſcribed to the bene. in d 
diction of St Fillan, and the enten interfe imm 
"Fence _ ee g the a The 
44 BIKE Da 1834 1 WELLS T6 44 F ſitua 

t was aritiently one o che favourite Siin plain 
of Scotland. Robert Bruce carried with him, an rive 
arm of St Flllan into the ſield of battle, on the im. 


portant day of Bannockburn. His chaplain had 
een only the W ſhrine in which * relic 
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had been ihchſed- But tlie arm was fo nd miracu- 
louſly reſtored to its: ſhrine, juſt as the battle was 2s 
bout to begin. The omen was taken for! favoura· : 
ble by the whole army. The battle was joined! 
The Engliſh were defeated with great ſlaughter. 
Robert Bruce; in gratitude for the faint's aſſiſtance, 
eſtabliſhed here, in the year 1324, a priory of ca- 

nons regular, and conſecrated it to him. The houſe 
with its revenues and ſuperiorities, was at the diffos 
lution of the Religious Houſes in Scotland granted 
to the eee ee eee —_— 
an e Mee e n e 

| 1 M 83} D Sven 1 FRONT on hoo: 
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Tu abe by that time we 0 5 
Tayndrom. This is eſteemed the moſt elevated part 
of all this tract of country. Hence do ſtreame run 
in different directions. The waters do not in this 
immediate neighbourhood ſtagnate in large lakes, 
The very name is expreſſive of the loſtineſs of the 
ſituation. At ſome. ſmall} diſtance below . the 
plain of Dalry, which has been conjectured 

five its name from the ancient Datriade, the firſt 
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ieee entered the yard at the inn ben 
wohmes the plaintive and ſimple notes of a; Gaelic 
ficians, two ſervant-maids who were waſhing clothes 
in a ſmall waſhing houſe in the yard, J was attrac- 
ed by the muſic : For I have long ſince learned to 
admire the fimple, native muſic of my country with 
all the fond enthuſiaſm of ignorance: And as I have 
not the happineſs to underſtand Gaelic, it was natural 
for me to be pleaſed with the words of a Gaelic ſong, 
juſt as our faſhionable Dilettanti hays been charmed 
with the words of Italian operas which they unden. 
ſtood no more than I the Gaelic. It is a fact in the 
hiſtory of the manners of the Highlanders, that they pu 
are accuſtomed to ling at the performance of almoſt WM gle 
every piece of ſocial labour: Rowers in à boat ſing WF dec 
as they ply the oars ; reapers ſing as they cut'down Thi 
handful after handful of the corn; and here were on 
waſhers finging 25 they rubbed and rinſed her eye: 
clothes. This accompaniment: of muſic certainly WO we 
renders the labour more cheerful ; but, I ſhould and 
ſuppoſe, that it cannot well fail to retard it, at the ever 
fame time. No better proof needs be aſked of the 
low ſtate of the induſtry of any people, than that 


their labour is often en wn e and 20 then 
converſation. A | | WT he w 


0. NCBI 25 
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WII x I was liſtening to the muſic of thoſe girls; 


by the fire over which their boiler hung, we were ſud: 


denly alarmed by the noiſe of a quarrel, proceeding 


from the kitchen. We ran haſtily out to ſee the 


cauſe. 'Two taylors, a maſter and his journeyman, 


had come, on the foregoing evening to ſettle ſome 
differences in their accounts, over a little whiſky» 
punch. They had continued to drink: And every 


additional foup of, whiſky had unfortunately till 


increaſed the differences between them, and inflal 


med their-mutual animoſity, while it, at the ſame 
time, enlivened' their courage. At length, when 
they could in no other manner, decide the diſ- 
pute, they had haſtily challenged each other to ſin- 
ge combat. They preſented two of the moſt hi- 
deous, fmall human figures, that I have ever ſeen, 


They were two ſhort, fquat feliows ; their hair ſtood | 
on end; their beards were rough aka black ; their 


eyes glared red and fierce; their carriage was be. 
tween that of the taylor and that of the ploughman; 
and in addition to theſe, they had about them what - 
ever elſe rage and intoxication can be ſuppaſed to 
add, of hideouſnefs and uncouthneſs, to forms al- 
ready as uncouth as nature and habit can well make 


them. They ſtruggled and ſtruck each other. But, 
he who was journeyman, although he had leſs fieree- | 


neſs in his eye, and à frame ſeemingly leſs fit for 


9 — mates, 4 was about to obtain the 


e 


25 
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and the landlord was alſo abſent. 


JOURNEY. THRQUOR 


advantage, when the interference of thoſe whom 
their noiſe had alarmed put a ſtop to the combat. 
None of the men · ſervants of the i inn were at home; 


IL was therefore 


induced to try, whether I could not aſſiſt the wo- 
men in pacifying thoſe fierce taylors. By perſuaſion 
I made them friends; the maſter paid the journey. 
man what arrears he owed him; and they returned 


to drink whiſky, oyer their recg 
had drunk it over chair g quarrel. .. 


lation, as nn 


8 was now late in 3 3 But, 5 dif 


' tribution which I-had made of the time appropria- 
ted to my preſent excurſion, requirad. me to pro- 
ceed another ſtage, before reſtinig for the night. 
After eating a comfortable dinner at Tayndrom, 
therefore, and refreſhing my horſes, I renewed my 
It led from the inn and village: of Tayn · 
We paſſed 


journey. 
drom, weſtward, towards Dalmally. 


firſt nearly under two lofty hills, Ben- i. chewan and 
Benlavighe. Under Ben-i-chewan was a ſmall lake, 


Its top was crowned. with ſnow: .. 


On the other 


hand, at ſome diſtance, we had, as we advanced, in 


the twilight, a faint glimpſe of the great hill of 


Crouachan. The highway. leads, for ſome length, 
through a glen confined between bills, which afford 
kindly paſture, here and there, for cattle, but little 


arable _ wy the way ſide appear many of 


thoſe 
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ole green hillocks, ſtyled by the people of the 
country, Shian, as being the ſcenes of fairy ſports. 
Somewhere in this vicinity are veins of lead ore, 
which have been opened and wrought. Near the 
ſurface, thoſe veins are tolerably rich; but they be- 
come poorer, in proportion as they fink deeper. 


Tux glen, at fifſt narrow, opens, as we advance 
into a wide vale, wonderfully fertile, conſidering 
the diſadvantages of climate, under which it lies, the 


imperfection of the agriculture of theſe parts, and 
the wildneſs of the ſurrounding heaths and hills. 
This is the vale of Glenurchy + It is watered by the 


little river of Urguhie. It lies within Argyleſhire. 
From it- the eldeſt ſon of the Earl of Breadalbane 
receives the name of Lord Glenurquhie: as it is from 
the adjoining diſtrict of Perth-ſhire, that the head 
of the family has the title of Earl of Breadalbane. 
dumps of woods are ſcattered here and there through 
the vale. The highway is ſtill excellent. And, 
were it not for the apparent deficiency of pariſh 
roads, a traveller might believe this a country in a 
very thriving. ſtate of improvement. But, I have 
often thought, that if a traveller were even led blind. . 
told through a country, he might judge of its cul 
tivation and induſtry, by the ſtate of the bye. roads. 
Highways will be drawn through a country for pur. 
poſes unconnected with its general improvement : 


VoL, I. Oo | although 
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although indeed ultimately tending to promote that: 
But pariſh roads leading to every hamlet, miln, or 
ſmith's ſhop, or market-town, willn ever be formed 


unleſs the whole country is one buſy-ſcene of varied 


induſtry. The highways in the Highlands are indeed: 


excellent. 


They were neceflary to reduce the once 


turbulent inhabitants of theſe parts to peaceful ſub. 
Fhey: have been opened up with vaſt 
Hbour. They will long remain a noble monnment of 
the attention of Government to this remote and un. 
promiſing corner of the iſland. But, they were the 
The people of the country, with. 


erdination. 


work of ſtrangers. 
all their good. qualities, could never have been per- 
ſuaded, to perform, of themſelves, this arduous 
taſk. They are content with the moſt inconvenient 
and imperfect bye-roads-that can poſſibly be paſſed. 


The population of the country muſt be greatly in- 
creaſed, and a new ſpirit of induſtry muſt pervade 


it, before conveniencies ſuch as theſe, neceſſary only 
for the accommodation of: population and . 
are. likely to be provided. 


Wx however paſſed by ſeveral very decent farm- 
houſes; and theſe are, through this whole vale, 
ſeldom, altogether bare of trees. What ſtruck me as 
particularly remarkable—was to find that the har- 
veſt had been earlier in Glenurquhie, than in almoſt 

any other part of the Highlands which I had viſited: 

- FE | The 
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ſtray 
(Kam 


PART OF SCOTLAND. . 291 
* The corn had not been cut down, till after it was fully 
r. ripe. Yet, were the ſields bare; and the barn- yards 
0 erery where filled. Upon enquiry, I found, that 
d the inhabitants aſcribed the earlineſs of their harveſt, 
do the lowneſs of their local fituation, and to the 
ce helter-which the ſurrounding hills afforded. 


ſt Ir was late in the evening before we reached Dal- 
of mally, another inn, within Lord Breadalbane's e- 
n- Wl fate ; and provided by his care as well for the re- 


he cept ion and accommodation of travellers, as for the 
th- purpoſe of convening his tenants, on occaſions when 
er- it may be neceſſary for them to meet with their 
us Bi Landlord or his factors. So happy were we to find 
nt vurſelves again under ſhelter, that we ſhould have 
ed. been well-pleaſed with much more inconvenient. ac- 
in- commodation, and with much leſs civility of atten- 
de tion, than what this houſe afforded. 


* a | \ a 
DAarmaAriryr, and to INFERARY. 


m. TE lofty hills in this neighbourhood, afford a 
ale, rariety of curious foflils. I can boaſt no ſuperior 
e Kill in mineralogy; but my fondneſs for its purſuits 
dar. induced me to ſpend a great part of the morning in 
nokt iraying through the fields adjoining to the inn, and 
— in the beſt manner I could, the foſſils 

= FD 2 which 


292 JOURNEY THROUGH: 


which they afforded. What I chiefly obſerved, was 


great abundance, every where, of limeſtone. 'The 
landlord obligingly preſented me with ſome heuti- 
ful ſpecimens of rock. cryſtal. 


Arx no great diſtance from the inn, ſtand the church 
and manſe of the pariſh of Glenurquhie. The mi- 
niſter, Dr Macintyre, a very reſpectable clergyman, 
has, as I have been told, been for ſome time, in the 
uſe of keeping a ſort of ſmall Academy in this re- 
mote ſituation. Perhaps the ſituation maybe thought 
too ſequeſtered; it may be conſidered as the ſending 
the boys into a ſort of exile, to place them in ſcenes 
ſo ſolitary. Yet, it were ſurely much better, if our 


places for public education were all thus diſtant from 


the allurements of the world,—than to have them 
in the midſt of great towns, where the youth are 
expoſed to all the temptations of diſſipation and lux- 
ury. Here is opportunity and convenience enough 
for all thoſe ſports and exerciſes which are requiſite to 
give young people, ſpirits, health, and vigour: Yet, 
here is not that multitude of amuſements which i in 
cayer, buſier ſcenes, entirely withdraws the young 
mind from all attention to letters, and deprives it 
of all power of ſerious thought. I know not that 
Dr Macintyre has ever undertaken the care of more 
than a very few boys, the children of his en 


friends. 
Auoxc 
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Au oro other ſpots to which the landlord of the 
inn at Dalmally conducted me in the morning, was 
a height, called Barhaſs/and, the reſidence of Mr 
M. Nab, the repreſentative of a family of blackſmiths, 
who have occupied this ſtation ſince the middle of 
the fourteenth century. The progenitor was, at that 
time, invited hither by Sir Colin Campbell of Loch- 
ow. to fabricate the iron · work neceſſary in the con- 
ſtruction of the neighbouring caſtle of Kilchurn, and 
to work as ſmith to the family, and to the tenants. 
upon the eſtate. A line of his poſterity have, ever 
ſince, continued to practiſe his craft on the ſpot where 


| he was ſettled, The preſent repreſentative of this an- 


clent family of blackſmiths is a verydecent, intelligent 
man. He received us kindly, carried us round his lit- 
tle demeſne; talked with a degree of modeſt pride of 
the antiquity of his family, and of the ancient reſpec- 
tability of the blackſmiths in this country: and at laſt 
carcied us into his houſe, where his wife, with true 

Gaelic hoſpitality, entertained us with the moſt de- 

licious milk I have ever drunk. His ſervants: were 
buſily employed in taking up the potatoes from the 

ground: the crop ſeemed to be very plentiful. - | 


Hz carefully pointed out to my obſervation, the : 
remains of ſome rude fortification which had once 
ſtood on this height. Much of it has been demoliſh. | 
ed, and the materials removed. The earth has riſen 

1 O Ver 
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over ſome other parts. But the line of the walls 


may {till be traced; and the loweſt layers of its ſtones 


have not been altogether carried away. Thoſe 
ſtones are vaſt maſſes, worn ſmooth by the action of 
the air, and rain, and partly covered over with 
moſs. They ſeem to have been joined by no ce- 


ment. The fortreſs has been round, and of confi. 


ſiderable extent. This was indeed a natural enough 
ſituation for a fortreſs,—in the paſs between Glen- 
urquhie and Lochow. In the days of civil diforder, 
when every petty chieftain was a ſovereign: and when 
che multitude of ſeparate intereſts, and the ferocious 
manners of the times, —kept up a perpetual warfare 


in the land,—it was abſolutely neceſſary to bar up 


ſuch paſſes as this againſt hoſtile invaſion.— This old 
fortreſs ſeems to be of earlier foundation, than the 
ſettlement of the family of Macnabs here. Mr 


Macnab and his neighbours wiſhed to perſuade me, 
that it was Pictiſb. But, as it is not probable, that 


the Pics ever occupied Argyleſhire, I was not _—_ 
ed to adopt their idea. | 


1 sAw here, 4 another monument ef ancient 
manners; a coat of mail, with two head pieces of 
different faſhions, which have been lon g preſer- 
ved by this family, as ſpecimens of the workman- 
ſhip of their anceſtors. Where every Highlander 
Was a ſoldier, and wore Arms, a blackſmith was ne- 


ceſſariy 
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| ceſſarily a man of high conſequence. . In the ſimple 
ſtate of all the mechanic arts among this people, that 
of the blackſmith who could forge armour, was, by 
r far, the moſt complex, and the moſt highly impro- 
1 


ved. The demand for bis productions was univer- 
fal. They were employed, too, for the moſt ho- 
nourable of all purpoſes. When all the moſt ho- 
Y nonrable perſons in the ſociety were ſoldiers, he 
who furniſhed the ſoldier with his weapons for war, 
5 could not be a mean or deſpiſed: man. I think it 
8 is Regner Lodbrog, in his death ſong, who celebrates 
0 a victory which he had obtained over a proud black- 
„ ſmith, as one of thoſe glorious deeds on which he 

| reflected in his laſt moments; with the higheſt plea- 
ſure. And, he muſt have been no: deſpicable / cha- 
racter over whom ſuch a hero was not aſhamed to 
triumph. The progreſs of civility has been unfa- 
vourable to the dignity of the blackſmith. From for- 
ging armour, his hands have been degraded to the 
ſhoeing of horſes, the making of plough-irons, and 
other meaner works. In this country, there is no- 
great demand for the employment of his art, even 
in theſe ways. Mr Macnab, therefore, although 
deſcended from à family of ſmiths, has not bred 
any of his ſons to his own trade; ſo that this an- 
cent line of blackſmiths is not likely to be * 
longer maintained. 


1 e 
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I Ar length renewed my journey, and proceeded 


through Hamilton's paſs, towards Inverary.” In a ſo! 
moraſs near this paſs, is a deep, circular hollow ; to 
one of thoſe pits, probably, out of which the an- Sc 
cient Highlanders are faid to have obtained an unc. WM in, 
tuous ſubſtance, which they uſed in dyeing black. tha 
At the weſtern end of this paſs, Loch- Azve, with its and 
iſlands, and varied banks, opens upon the eye. the 
gore far 

BesiDz the road to Inverary, another highway thes 
paſſes at the eaſtern end of Loch- Aue. This high- Ang 
way conducts the traveller by Bunatoe to Oban, on the! 
the weſtern coaſt. It winds along the woody ſide Eng] 


of a mountain, round Loch- Atue. The bank riſes pre. feat. 
cipitouſly over the lake; and the road runs along the fürth 
verge of the bank. There is no parapet on the edge lithge 
to preſerve the unwary traveller who might chance Wl ſcats 
to ſtumble, from plunging headlong into the water. WM in th 
Around Bunawe are extenſive woods; a conſider- 
able part of theſe have indeed been already cut down, 
and chiefly made into charcoal; the remainder is 
faſt converting to the ſame uſe. The road between 
| Bunawe and Oban leads through a tract of country, 
the ſurface of which is diverſiſied by hills which ap- 
pear to have been formerly covered with oaks and 
birches. Here and there, over thoſe hills are the 


_ of trees which have been of a * A 
NAR 
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Nan Oban ſtands Dunſtaffnage caſtle; and: at 
Pw: ſmall diſtance from Dunſtaffnage, Dunolly, faid 


to have' been a ſeat of the ancient ſovereigns of the 


Scots. It was: probably while the Scots were con- 
ined to the Hebudæ and the Weſtern Highlands, 


that their monarchs reſided at Dunolly. The Eaſt 


and North Highlands were then occupied chiefly by 
the Pits; and even the more ſouthern, country as 


far as the Firth of Forth. The vale of Clyde was 


the ſeat of a ſmall principality of Britons. And the 
Angles of Northumbria extended their ſway r 
tae ſoutherh counties of Scotland, lying adjacent to 

England: As the Scots ſpread their conqueſts, the 
ſeat of government was transferred ſtill farther and 
farther ſouth : Scone, Stirling, Dunfermline, Lin- 
lithgow, Falkland, and Edinburgh became then the 
ſeats of ſo many: houſes of royal reſidence. It is 
in the neighbourhood of Oban, that Lach. Etive, 
an arm of the ſea, penetrates for a conſiderable way 
into the inland country. From Oban, the traveller 
who chuſes to viſit the Hehudæ, may paſs over in- 
to the ãſle: of Mull: and from Mull, he may conti - 
we his pilgrimage from iſle to iſle, in 
nen i viert blo aF bci n 


1 x. 2717 1 
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neg i tre nach me not to cravel by 
the route which I have thus ſlightly traced, between 
Dalmally and Oban. I paſſed through Lochow, di- 

Vous ; . of 5 | | realy 
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rectly for Thverary. In the lake which gives ãts name 
to this diſtrict, are ſeveral iſlands. On one of theſs; 
z1ow' iſle, near the ſouthern border of the'lake;' ap- 
Fear the ruinous remains of K3/churn'cafile, .byilt, 
as a ſeat for the lords of Eochow, at the period when: 
the firſt blackſmith of the family of the Matnabs;. 
was ſettled at Barbaſtland. This was-in the middle 
of the fifteentk century. It id uncertain whether 
the founder was Sir Colin Campbell of Lochow, 
or rather his lady, white he tinfelf was abſent on 
an expedition into the Holy: Land. It was enlar 
| ed by his ſucceſſors. Fbelieve, that it has not been 
very long entirely deſerted: It ſtill exhibits the re- 
maine of 1 Ou: . pay 2 ch 
i ebony 

uur family ofithe Ea MPBELLS, * occupy al 

mot all Argyleſhire; and are eee 
fuſed through the reſt of Britain, and even though 
Treland, —are a rate who have been opulent and ho- 
nourable in this country from the remoteſt times to 
which tlie Scottiſh hiſtorp-aſcends. It ſhould ſeem, 
that their anceſtors muſt have been perſons of note 
among the firſt Scottiſh colony that came hither 
from Ireland. The old family ſirname appears from 
a grant of David I. to Cohn Campbell of Lochow, 
to have been O Dine or Aacdwine.. A deſcendent 
6f the family having diſtinguiſhed himſelf in che fer- 
— nce, * 


dads heires.of — Pens 
nnen 1 | 
which has been abbrevined nega. His ſon 
returning to viſit the land of his fathers, married 
his kinſwoman Euab, heireſs of Lo , from 
»hom the like.and the difiridt.reoqived theit-nams 
He retained the appellation which. had been aſſumed 
by his father, and communicated it to his poſterity. 
In the line of lis ſucceſſors, a Sir Colin Campbell ſo 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by fierce deeds ob arms, as to 
obtain from his neighbours and dependents; the fir- 
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head of the family of Campbell, the denomination af 
Mac-Collan- More. Sir Neil 3 fon to Sir Colin, 
was active in maintaining the indepe Scot- 
land, and in aſſerting the e. — to the 
Scottiſh throne: Sir Duncan Campbell, a ſublequent 
repreſentative of this family, contributed greatly to 
the releaſe of James I. from his confinement in Eng- 
land, and to is eſtabliſhment on the Scottiſh throno. 
He firſt aſſumed the title of Argyle. His third ſom, 
Sir Colin Campbell of Glenurchy, was the founder 
of the family of Breadalbane, and the fame who ig 
ad to have built Kilchurn caſtle. His main, 
Colin, was raiſed, by king James II. to the digrity 
of Earl of Argyle. He added, by marriage, the 
late of Lorn, to the eſtate of his on family, 
| P P * which 
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name of More: From him, the Triſh ſtill give to the | 
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which he inherited: Earl Archibald, one of his ſucs. ad 
ceſſors, was the firſt head of the family, that emhra- ci 
ced the Proteſtant religion. This Earl's fon':and co 
ſucceſſor, Archibald, died in the office of Lord It 
High Chancellor of Scotland. Archibald, à fubſe. cy 
quent Earl of Argyle, diſtinguiſhed SLIDE: any 
ſuppreſſion firſt of the Mazgregors, and afterwards, 
of a more formidable inſurrection of the Mocdmalds 
and was rewarded for theſe ſervices, with a grant 
of the whole county of Kintyre. In the latter part 
of his life, embracing the Popiſh religion, he went 
over into Spain. After reſiding in that country for 
a number of years, he obtained permiſſion to return 
Home, vcd died at eee * 4 . Fa de ke 


neee Earl ate Marquis of PR ofon 
ak ſucceſſor to the laſt-mentioned Earl, acted a 
buſy and conſpicuous part in the turbulent tranſac- 
tions which took place in Scotland, in the middle of 
the laſt century. He ſtood at the head of the Pref- 
byterian intereſt; yet acted for a while with the 
miniſters of Charles I. who laboured to ſupplant 
Preſbytery in Scotland with Epiſcopacy. But he 
would not renounce his attachment to the religion 
of his country; and, they, knowing their views to be 
hoſtile to it, could not cordially truſt him. Religion, 
ambition, and a fearful care for his ſafety appear to 
have at times . 
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acted each other in his breaſt; ſo as to arp his prin - 
ciples of action, and to give a crooked direction to his 
conduct. He would not eo · operate in the meaſures 
ſuggeſted by Laud, for the eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopa - 
cy in Scotland; yet ſtrove to vindicate his conduct as 
not hoſtile to the views of the Court. He acted with 
his countrymen, when they roſe in arms againſt 
Charles; yet correſponded with the Marquis of Ha- 
milton, in the view of bringing about a pacification. 
He pretended to ſupport Charles, when his Parliament 
of England went to war with him ʒ but acted ſo cold · 
ly and ſo cautiouſſy, that his ſervices ſeem rather ta 
have injured than benefited that unfortunate prince. 
He was active in inviting Charles II. to Scotland, 
nd ſeems: to en been faithful to his intereſts, 


W 


1 
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prince to preſbyterianiſm, or of enabling him fully 

to afſert his rights. Charles is ſaid to have, for his 
part, acted no leſs artfully than Argyle. } He gave 
him hopes, that he would marry one of his daugh- 
ters, if through his means, he might again be raiſed 

to the throne of his anceſtors; and pretended a re. 
ſpect for the Earl's counſels which muſt have been 
highly\grateful to his pride. Even then, however, 
Argyle was diſtruſted by Charles? beſt friends. When 


F 


n, the young monarch's affairs became again deſperate, 
to the ere his grncnr wed mean * 
ed 


77 J 
N 
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But, either Charles could not forgive him the we. 


ſtraint, and compliance with the auſterities of Pref. | 
byterianiſm with which he had formerly haraſſed. 


the young prince at the time of his coronation-at 
Scone ;—or perhaps.Charles' miniſters in Scotland 
dreading Argyle as the leader of the Preſbyterian 
intereſt, were willing to rid themſelves, by a ſhort 
proceſs, of a rival with whom they were not well 
able to contend in abilities and artiſice. It is thus 
in civil diſſenſion, that the men of abilities are far 
the moſt part, firſt cut off, The þlockheads cannot 


- contend with them in aught but brutal force: and 


conſcious of their inferiority, they have inftant re- 


- courſe to bloodſhed, the only art in their power. | 


When the men of abilities again have their dull rivals 
in their power, anne 
ee 0 ee ee, wh 


Tut next Earl was e znvcboedd i in 
che guilt of rebellion. But, the circumſtances of 
his father's trial and execution, the ſtate” of che 
kingdom at that period, the views and conduct of 
the adminiſtration to whom the affairs of Scotland 
_ were entruſted, —ſeem 40 have, altogether,"{6'juſt- 
ly provoked him, that where his conduct was re- 
bellidus, it can hardly be ſaid to have been crimi- 
nal: And while he alſo fell on the ſcaffold; he ſure- 
h left behind him a fairer character thaw his father. 
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The next head of chis noble family was aftive in 
promoting the revolution. His ſon, the famous 
John, Duke of Argyle was confeſſedly one of the 
greateſt 'men of his age: a warriour, an orator, a 
ſtateſman, a man of taſte, and of the moſt reſpec · 
table, domeſtic character. The ſubſequent repre- 
ee eee co; HOTTIE 
mme, „ eee Fr 


. ad Hs. 
awe, are ſtill to be ſeen the ruins of an old fortreſs, 
thaded by lofty trees. On the little iſland of Innis-- 
bail was once à ſeat of Ciſtercian monks, dependent | 
on the abbey of Dunkeld. The ruinsof the church 
are ſtill to be ſeen, and among theſe, ſome ancient 
tombs, of rude workmanſhip.. One land, near 
the weſtern edge of the lake, the name of which 
however, I either did nov enquire, or neglected tor 


note down, is now -uſcd as a warren for rabbits, 


the remains of one of thoſe circles of ſtones u hich 
the adjacent hills, I remarked a good many barrows. 
2 newly built houſe, it ſhould ſeem. and the ſeat of 
Mr Maodongol. . but the 
environs 
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environs are too bare of wood. The Sand the 


common language of this diſtrict. And a8 1 was | 
ignorant of this language, I found it not alittle, dif. 
ficult to obtain anſwers to thoſe enquiries "ns the 


5 _—_— of: the e en to me. 


When SE: del Are, 1 elf a 3 ah 
race. The clergyman under whoſe. paſtoral cart 
they are, is, I am told, an - old man of the moſt 
amiable fimplicity of manners. He is remarkable 
for the fondneſs with which he ſtill admires his 

good old wife. In his diſcourſes in the pulpit he 
aften addreſſes his hearers with unuſual particulari- 


ty, which from any other than fuch a venerable, 
old man, might perhaps have rather a ludicrous ef. 


fect. He frequently adduces for example perhaps 
perſons who are preſent hearing him. The favou- 
vr, mage Nan which he ſcers nn 22 


the 05 to remark. _ <6 Woah Ti 1te's: 

try. His coat, he wil ell them, — 
es, his ſhirt, his neck- cloth, his Rockings;= 
thing he has on, are of her making: And in like 
manner ought they; in imitation of her, and of 
the virtuous houſewife celebrated by. Se Solomon; wh 
Was only a prototype of her, eee garments 


tor their aan. and families. Such. u AG 
cow 
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count of this good old man's fimplicity'of 
and conjugal eee en 1 i 8 
— young W As e 
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and ſerene; and the aſpect of the ſæxy was beautifully 
diverſified by numberleſs light, thin, flitting clouds. 


their colours, too, varied with the lire, depth, and 
dipoſition of each for receiving and reflecting the 
hint rays of the ſetting fun. Such a ſky is a plea- 


not gay, yet chearful and ſoft ſubjects of excurſion 


ges of the ſeaſons, by the diverſified effects of the 
tmoſpherè and its meteors; and to reflect on the 


produces on the aſpect which things preſent to hu. 
man viſion, and on the emotions which their appear). 


tered upon the north-eaſtern bank of the river wk 
nducted me down the ** . 


E 
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and leads nearly in a ſouth weſtern direction ee 
Inverary.- Soon after I had loſt fight of the loch, 
night began to fall. But, the evening was fair 


Their forms were as various as their numbers; and 


ing, intereſting ſight. It ſuggeſts a thouſand, if 


to the fancy. The' ſcene beneath was a bleak, open 
heath. I Was well pleaſed therefore to gaze on the 
fitting douds, to think of all the various modifica-' 

tions of light, by morning or evening, by the chan- 


various effects which the varied Jſteibution: of light ? 5 


ances excite in the heart. The road at length en- 
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the ſame direction with the ſtream. ' Woods as. | 


ſcattered upon the'banks of this ſmall river. Here 


and there are-farm-houſes, not exhibiting indeed a 


very ſnug. or comfortable: aſpect. Two or three 
handſomer houſes are ſeated: in pictureſque ſituati- 
ons among the woods, The peaſants ſeemed to be 
ſrantily dad; and ſpoke only Gaelic. As it ap- 
proaches nearer to the town, the road is more and 
more ſheltered with wood, and leads through more 
pleaſing landſcapes... The country opens; the proſ- 
pect is again ſhut up with hills; and again it opens 
as the hills are paſſed. It was night, however; and 
E could not enjoy the full grandeur or beauty of 
theſe ſcenes; only the clearneſs of the: evening ab- 


forded me a, faint glimmer of the outline; and the 
eontours. Near the houſe of Inverary, the road is 


parted from the ſtream, ſo that the houſe ſands on 
a triangular ſpace bounded by the highway, the river 
Airy, and Loch- Fine at the baſe of the ous 


Ws at FRO reachiod "SONNY dn entered 1 
magnificent inn which the Duke of Argyle has e 


ted here, and which is kept by 2. Hu. 


 Inverany. 


THE ſituation of this town is bann Sund 
ing cloſe uoon the North-Eaſt border of Loch- Fine 
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rather arm of the ſea; the oppoſite bank of which, 
though not richly crowded with marks of cultiva- 


{ide of the land, the town has firſt before ita fineplain, 
of no great breadth, indeed, but finely ſprinkled 
with wood, and divided into fields for cultivation; 
while wooded hills riſe nmeditel beyond it: Cloſe 
behind the town, on the edge of this plain is a noble 
wenue—of elms, I think the venerable aſpect of 
which beſpeaks their great antiquity: and at the 
north-weſt termination of this avenue is a large tree, 
te trunk of which divides, as it riſes, into two 
ſeparate ſtems which are again united. Towards 
one end of this plain ftands the caſtle of Invera- 
77; The eye cannot purſue it to the other you's 2s 
it winds Along the't border of the lake, 


Taz eld town has been removed, as well as the 
dd caſtle. Former travellers ſpoke of it as having 
teen ſingularly mean. The new town is not re- 
rular, or large. But, its houſes are remarkably 
landſome for the fituation. The inn is indeed a- 
noble one, and is accommodated with excellent ſta- 
les. Here, too, I found reaſon to complain of the 
rant of bells. The ſervants feemed to be too few 
for the extent of the inn, and not to have their pro- 
neger poſts and taſks, afligned them with a diſtributi- 
008 ſuſſiciently judicious. They did not always at- 
A us „ 


tion, yet exhibits rather a cheerful proſpect. On the 
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tend when called; but when they appeared, their 
anxiety to hens N n me ene ve 
Guy | Emo DET id awd 0 er 
dn is he county's town ll apt 
Here, conſequently, is juſtice adminiſtered by the 
Sheriff-depute, and his ſubſtitute. The reſidence 
of the Duke of Argyle in the neighbouring caſtle 
naturally makes the town, the reſidence of ſome of 
his ſervants and dependents, Its maritime fityati- 
on gives it advantages for fiſhing and at leaſt, for a 
coaſting trade. And it is alſo a market - town for 2 
wide extent of ſurrounding country; as well as the 
ſeat of the mechanics whoſe labour is neceſſary to 
ſupply the more neceſſary and common conyenien; B 
cies of life, to the inhabitants of this diſtrict. 


IrVERAR has now ſo much the air of a place of 
entre modern erection, that even the noble Go- 
thic ſtructure of the caſtle can hardly impreſs the | 
ſtranger with the conviction. of its having been a 8 
ſeat of ſocial life ſince the end af the fourteenth cen- WM were 
tury. It was however inhabited about that period, 


by a Colin ſurnamed from his whims and ſtrange bis 
exploits, Jongallach or the wonderful. This chief. at In 
tain carried his notions of magniſicence in hoſpita- fran, 
ity to ſuch a ſtrange length, that when. viſited by 


the O'N eils of ireland, he burned his houſe at In- 
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verary, in order to have a pretence for entertain" 

ing them in his ſuperb field. equipage. The great 
tower which was not many years ſince demoliſhed, 
was built by Sir Colin Campbell of Glenurchy, guar- 
dian and uncle to the young earl of Argyle, in the 
middle of the fifteenth century. In the turbulent 
times of the laſt century, Argyleſhire, and parti- 
cularly Inverary was repeatedly ravaged by the 
gallant Montroſe, the jnveterate enemy of the Camp- 
bells, — by Iriſh troops ſent'hither by the Marquis of 
Antrim,—and afterwards, ſo lately indeed as about 
the year 1685, by a neighbouring clan who were 
deputed to ravage Argyle, in revenge for the re- 
bellion of the Earl, with Monmouth. In the plain, 
near the ſite of the preſent caſtle ſtands a long, rude 

pillar of a ſingle ſtone, marking as a monument, 
the ſpot on which ſeventeen gentlemen of the name 
of Campbell, were on this laſt occaſion, maſſacred 
together. In the rebellion of the year 171 5, Archi- 
bald, earl of Jay, maintained the caſtle of Inverary 
againſt the rebels, with a garriſon by whom an 
were ee from ain it. 


d, ) 45 : 2 "oj | 
ge In the forenoon of the next Ho after my arrival 
ef. at Inverary, I was deſirous to viſit the caſtle, 


ſtran ger eaſily obtains admiſſion to ſee the houſe 
by 3nd grounds, upon communicating his name. The 
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preſent caſtle is a modern building, begun by Archi. 
bald who having been, firſt, Earl of lay, ſucceed- 
ed, upon the death of his brother, the celebrated 
John, to the dukedom of Argyle. He lived not 

to furniſh this magnificent edifice. It has been fur- 
niſhed by the preſent Duke. It is a ſquare building, 
with round towers at the four corners. It is built of 
a blue lapis ollaris brought from the oppoſite fide of 
the lake, I muſt confeſs that the appearance of this 
houſe, as I approached, reminded me too ſtrongly 
by its form and colour of a Carron-Grate, to ſuffer 
me to enjoy the. magnificence ſo highly, as I ſhould 
probably have otherwiſe done. Its height is ſeen, | 
at a diſadvantage, in conſequence of the near vi- 
cinity of the towering mount of Dun-i-queaich ; 

whoſe ſummit almoſt hangs over it, and thus 
makes it ſeem by compariſon, leſs than it might, 
if no ſuch object were at hand. The Gothic 
ſtructure was wiſely preferred for the principal ſeat 
of ſo ancient and honourable a family, in à wild 
country, and under à dreary climate. The lobby 
is grand, and is finely ornamented by fire-arms 
which belonged to one of the late Fencible regi- 
ments. The ſtate-rooms, are moſt ſuperbly finiſh- 
ed and furniſhed ;——rather ſuperbly, however, 
as I am inclined to think, than elegantly. ' I ob- 
ſerved in ſome of them ſpecimens of a good, al- 
though rather coarſe marble from the iſland of Tir. 
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Here were alſo various portraits. I looked with 
reverence on that of the celebrated John, which re- 
preſents him, ſuch as he was in early youth. In a low 
room in one of the turrets, - appropriated to the 
purpoſe of a library, was a fine head which the ſer- 
vant who ſhewed me the houſe, ſaid to have been 
lately brought from Rome by che prolens Duke. 


4 

; 

, | Faou theaaiie ms to weak through the — 
N dens. They are ſpacious, conſiſting of kitchen - gar- 
, den, flower-garden, orchard, and nurſeries, with a 
| hot-houfe, and green-houſe. A number of men are 
| Wh continually employed in dreſſing them. But, ſo un- 
- WE favourable is the climate, or fo unſkilful the ma- 
; nagement of the gardeners, that I ſuſpect the gar- 
4 dens, to be ſeldom in the beſt order deſireable. 


q Tx office-houſes are large, and ſingularly commo» 
t dious. They form a ſquare, one ſide of which is occu- 
4 pied by vaſt, barns, conſtructed and fitted up in a 
y peculiar manner. In the walls are apertures at pro- 
1 per diſtances, for the free admiſſion of the external 
. air. The doors are widened ſo as to render them 
1 rather ſheds, than cloſe houſes. Around the inte- 
5 rior walls, from the floor to the roof are hung 
knatches to receive the ſheaves of corn even when 
newly cut. The lofts are airy and open. And 
8 the whole, timilar knatches, ſome fixed to 
the 
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the roof, the lofts, or the walls! and” ſor 
able poles, have been equally diſpoſed.” It is not neceſ- 
ſary for the poſſeſſor of ſuch barns, to leave his torn 
to dry in the fields, after it has been cut down. It 
may be immediately removed under this cover; and 
the ſheaves dry, as certainly here, as if expoſed in 
fair weather, to the open air. In the climate of Inve. 
rary, 'and particularly i in the preſent ſeaſon, barns 
like theſe are more uſeful than in other places, and 
at other times: The corn muſt here be often cut 
down, before it can ripen; and it can fcarcely ever 
be well dried by expoſure in the open fields. In 
many other inſtances, the Duke of Argyle's care 
has rendered theſe office-houſes remarkably com- 
modious. I obſerved a new contrivance for pen- 


ning in the calves, in winter; but examined it not 


minutely enough to be able to give a diſtinct de- 


ſcription. It was with pleaſure I learned that the pre. 


ſent Duke of Argyle is peculiarly attentive to every 


culture or the breed and management of cattle, It 


becomes a great land proprietor to perform, at "his 
own riſk, thoſe experiments without which agriev 
ture or induſtry of any kind cannot be improved, but 
which, as their event muſt be doubtful, cannot ſafely 


be ventured upon, by the petty farmer. To fuch | 
purpoſes as theſe, the Duke of Argyle appropriates a 
liberal, annual ſum. I was rather diſappointed” at 

| finding 


von move 
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finding, upon enquiry, that the Duke had not yet, 

in his zeal for the improvement of agriculture in al! 
its parts and dependencies, tried the thre/hing ma- 
chine, the uſe of which has been adopted by the far- 
mers of Berwickſhire, of Stirlingſhire, and of other 
parts through the kingdom and which has been 
found to abridge ſo happily this part of the labours 
of huſbandry. On an eminence, at about the diſ- 
tance of a mile, or perhaps ſomewhat more, is the 
Duke's Dairy, where a number of cattle are reared. 
The extent of the level ground contiguous to Inver- 
ary, is about twelve hundred acres. A larger pro- 
portion of it is uſed as paſture and meadow, than 
what is cultivated for the production of corn. 
Woods occupy the fronts of the hills which riſe above. 
They conſiſt of various ſpecies of trees; pines, aſh- 
es, and oaks. Some noble, ſingle trees are ſcatter- 
ed over the plain. And a conſiderable proportion 


of the whole wood is venerable by its ſize and age. 5 


The Airy winds with a beautiful courſe upon the 
ſouth-eaſt ide of the caſtle. A winding way leads 
over it, by a bridge, to the ſummit of Dun-i-queaich. 
I unfortunately could not ſpare time to climb this 
height. The proſpe& muſt be intereſting from its 
top. But, I am told that the caſtle is rather ſeen 
to a diſadvantage, from this ſtation. I apprehend, 


that a ſkilful geologiſt might poſlibly regard this 


eminence of Dun-i-queaich, as having been the cra- 
Vor. * W ter 
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ter of a volcano, at ſome æra or other 1 in the hiſtory i 
of the terraqueous globe. Its conic form, the co. t 
lumnar ſtructure of its rocks, and the various mi- Wl 
neral bodies which it affords, all concur to counte- 
nance this idea. But, if ever theſe regions were 
waſted by volcanic. fires, it has been at a period 
more remote than the date of the carlieft records of 
Scottiſh: hiſtory. On the ſummit of Dun-i-queaich 
ſtands a ſolitary watch-tower; which, to: the ſpec- 
tator from the plain below, conſiderably improves: 
| the pictureſque effect of the mount. 


Loch Fixx is the largeſt arm of the ſea penetra- 
ting inland, in Scotland. Its length, between In- 
verary and: the Mull of Cantyre is near to an hun- 
dred miles. Near its mouth the-ſea communicates 
with many other large openings into the land. It 
affords abundance of fiſhes of various ſpecies; among 
which are cods, haddocks, whitings, and in the pro- 
per ſeaſon, great plenty of herrings. In the fiſhing 
of the latter, no fewer than five hundred boats are 
occahonally employed. Their ſucceſs 1s generally 
ſufficiently encouraging. Of the fiſhes thus taken, 
a part are diſpoſed of, in their freſh tate; the reſt 
are cured, and ſent to Glaſgow for exportation. 1 
was regaled with a delicious diſh of haddocks at 
dinner; and had, in the morning, ſome delicate, 


freſh herrin gs at breakfaſt, The fiſhery = this lake 
| 15 
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is a ſource of opulence, and a field of indyſtry to 
the inhabitants of the adjacent country. It alſo 


renders Inverary a place of ſome trade, and gives 
occaſion to frequent intercourſe between this place, 
and Greenock, Port-Glaſgow, and other places on 
the weſtern coaſt of the kingdom. 


Ver the poverty of theſe diſtricts requiring few 
imports, and affording but few articles, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, for exportation, .renders that com- 
mercial intercourſe leſs confiderable than might be 
wiſhed. The difficulties which attend the naviga- 
tion of theſe coaſts are other additional obſtacles to 


its advancement. The ſituation. of the whole tract 


of coaſt, remote from thoſe ſcenes where opulence, 
induſtry, and commerce delight to exert, and to 


diſplay themſelves, is not the leaſt of the diſacivan- 


tages to which it is ſubje&,—as a ſeat of ſocial life. 
Since the ſeat of our government was transferred to 
England, the improvement of Scotland in general, 
has been carried on by {lower gradations. England 
afforded for a long while, encouragements which 
naturally allured our enterpriſing countrymen from. 
their native land: and it preſented at the ſame time 
gratiſications to luxury and taſte, equally powerful 
to attract away the gay, the luxurious, and the 


opulent. Being, by much, the moſt in. portant | 


part of the Britiſh dominions, other parts were va- 
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lued only as they might be made ſubſervient to ity 
grandeur and improvement. Unfortunately for 
Scotland, too, its Commons who were juſt begin. 
ning to attain conſideration in the political ſcale, 
when their monarch ſucceeded to the Engliſh throne, 
became, by this event, leſs neceſſary to aid him a. 
gainſt the overgrown power of his nobles, and were 
degraded for a while into their ancient feudal inſig- 
nificance. The ſovereign needed not their aid a- 
gainſt a nobility whom he could now depreſs by the 
power of another kingdom, dazzle by the magnifi. 
cence which it conferred on him, or buy to ſervility 
with its wealth. The nobility and gentry of Scot- 
land, had not yet learned, that their trueſt intereſts 
were to be found in the cultivation of their eſtates, 
and in promoting the general opulence and civiliza- 
tion of their country. Trade, manufactures, agri- 
culture, all that ſeemed more immediately to regard 
the intereſts of the Lower Orders i in Scotland, were 
therefore neglected, till the civil diſſenſions of thelaſt 
century began to ariſe.” Theſe had indeed in Eng- 
land a partial ceſſation, for ſome part of the reign 
of Charles II. In Scotland it was otherwiſe.” Here 
one continued contention for religion, for life, for 
liberty prevailed from the firſt origin'of oppoſition 
to the government of Charles I. till the Aruggle 
was terminated in the eee 2 N r 
PA Arr. 
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" Abi this laſt period, the Commons of Scot- 
land ſeem to have riſen to higher conſideration.” 
Their intereſts became more an object of national ö 
concern. Scotland, and not merely its emigrating 
natives 'began now to derive ſome advantage from 
its connection with England. Vet was the advan- 
tage, at firſt but inconſiderable. The Union did 
5 by its immediate conſequences greatly improve 

But, the Union had, of neceſlity, a gradual 
„ The rebellions in which the Scots were 
ſucceſſively engaged by their loyalty, to a line of ſo- 
vereigns deſcended from among themſelves ;—made' 
the Engliſh and the Scots themſelves, by degrees, 
better acquainted with the importance of North' 
Britain. But, thoſe parts of Scotland which were 
neareſt connected with England, thoſe which were 
previoully the moſt opulent and moſt fertile, thoſe 
which poſſeſſed the beſt advantages of ſituation--were' | 
naturally the firſt to be benefited by ſuch circum- 
ſtances as aroſe to favour Scotland in general. It is 
long before any part of a country which has but juſt 
begun to thrive, can receive its quantum of induſ- 
try, of wealth, and of population: Until it has 
received this, however, it will diffuſe but few of ; 


the advantages which it enjoys over other places leſs 


favoured, however nearly they may be connected 
with it. The ſeats where manufacturing induſtry 
firſt e 7 itſelf, in Scotland, the __ which 
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were firſt occupied by reviving trade, the ſcenex 
which enlightened and laborious agriculture' firſt a- 
dorned and enriched could not immediately com- 
municate over the kingdom, the advantages by 
which they were firſt improved. There was ſome- 
thing, too, in the peculiar character of the inhabi- 
tants of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, ſin- 
gularly unfavourable to the advancement of any ſpe- 
cies of induliry among * 3 a 


Sven is the general train of events and circum- 
gances which to me appear to have retarded the 
improvement of the Highlands, and with theſe, of 
other parts of Scotland. Let our politicians re- 
member, too, that all parts of every kingdom can- 
not be at all times, the moſt flouriſhing. In the 
moſt opulent, populous, and improved diſtricts of 
Great Britain, there are many places which anci- 
ently flouriſhed, but are now in a ſtate of deſola- 
tion or decay. Vet the diſtricts to which they be- 
long are, in the whole, in a flouriſhing condition, 
Other places more advantageous, in ſome reſpect 
or other, have, by transference received the opu- 
lence and population which theſe ſcenes, now vene- 
rable only by ruins and by their ancient glory, once 


poſſeſſed. It is, for various reaſons, with induſtry, 


and population, as with money. They cannot riſe, 
in any place above a certain level. When the due 
| | | | height 
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height 856 dern attained, the accumulated heap ſub- 
ſides, and ſpreads over the immediate environs. 
Spittalfields in London was the firſt ſeat of the ſilk 
manufacture. The increaſed expence, and by con- 
ſequence, the riſing price of labour rendered it at 
length eligible for the manufacturers to ſpread their 
eſtabliſhments over other parts of the kingdom. 
The branches of the linen manufacture did not ex- 
tend themſelves into the Highlands of Scotland, till 
the manufacturers were induced to look out for 
places where they might have their labour per form- 
ed at a cheaper rate than in the more opulent pro- 
vinces. The cotton- works, although ſo lately in- 
troduced among us, have, through the operation 
of the ſame cauſes, been ſcattered very generally 
through the kingdom. The gentlemen in the 

north-eaſtern parts of Scotland are eagerly promo- 
ting ſuch eſtabliſhments upon their eſtates. In the 


"north-weſt Highlands, ſimilar eſtabliſhments have 


been attempted. I was much pleaſed with a piece. 
of information which I received from a manufactu- 
rer of Glaſgow. Some weavers from Orkney had 
come to find employment in Glaſgow. Afﬀter they 


had wrought there for ſome ſhort time, it occurred 


to them, that the ſame wages which they earned 
in Glaſgow, would make them twice as rich in 
their native country, as in a ſituation where eve- _ 
ry article of living was enormouſly dear. They 
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returned home. And now, they are * i 
Orkney by Glaſgow-manufacturers, at wages which | 
though not higher than what they earned in Glaf- 
gow, n make them greatly richer. : -- 8 8 6 
LE t 
Ir is this natural and 3 5 e © 
and induſtry which muſt chiefly promote: the im- 8 
provement of a country. Otherwiſe all accidental 2 
cauſes. will little avail. To this would; I .chiefly 1 
truſt for the future improvement of the Highlands. t 
Let not ſo as to diſcourage any extraordinary efforts WI 8 
which Government, or private individuals, or afs w 
ge 
bl 


ſociate bodies, may chuſe to make, in order to haſten 
the period which. the natural ꝓrogreſa of 50 
ment in the country ig likely to bring about-. 
„ e „„ 30a 4140 Ens 1101 1 
- tax, 1 muſt add, that, when partiality to one 
part of a country has impoſed diſadvantages: upon 
any other part to which it was not naturally fub- 
ject: when accidental misfortunes have depreſſedd it 
beneath that moderate ſtate of proſperity. in which 
it might otherwiſe eaſily have maintaineduitſelf; 
when attention to force on Its improvement! may 
produce conſequences, ſingularly beneficial! tb. the 
whole community ;—in all theſe caſes, iti ſtems in- 
eumbent upon an enlightened national goyernment, 
aud * patrons: individuals, to en exer- 
hn n 


en 
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tions with peculiar zeal, to the cultivation of ann 


tural Wan, of ſach a . 


A 000 indabh lucky exertions his 5 ta ae 
made for the improvement of the Highlands. The 
calamities of war which they have ſuffered, have in- 
deed almoſt alvrays terminated in their civilization, 
and in the advancement of induſtry through the 
whole. Cromwelbs ſoldiers tauglit the inhabitants of 
the north and eaſt Highlantls among whom they were 
garriſoned, ſome of the moſt uſeful arts of Hife to 
which they had till then been ſtrangers ++ The later 
garriſons which it has been found neceſſary to eſta- 
bliſh through this fame country have, in like man- 
ner, contributed to the improvement of theif re- 
ſpective neiglibourhoods.. The rents of the Forfcit- 
ed Eſtates ' were laid out by the Truſtees to whoſe 


management they were cb mitted, much mort to 


the improvement of the territories from which they 
were paid, than they had been by the hereditarx 
proprietors: Thie abolition of the heritable jutiſ- 
ditions, after the rebellion of 1745, contfſbuted emi- 
nently to the ſuppreſſion of that turbulente whith 
had hitherto prevailed tlirough theſe regions. Even 
the prohibition of the ancient Gaelic dreſs, and the 
diſcouragement of the ancient Gaelic manners con- 
tributed much to advanee the progrei s of ecivility 
imong theſe people; The next great advantage was 

Vox. I. > 5 | the 
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the conſtruction of military roads through their 
country. This opened it up, and rendered it acceſ- 
ſible. The labours of the ſociety for the propagation 
of Chriſtian Knowledge have alſo done much for the 
general improvement of the people and of their coun, 
try. Religious inſtruction and pious habits ,are ſo 
connetted with the virtuous arts of life, and with ha- 
bits of ſettled induſtry, that it will ever be ĩmpoſſible to 
communicate and to impreſs the former, without at 
fame the time propagating the latter. Among other 
denefactors to the Highlands, I am much pleaſed to 
name the late Dr Samuel Johnſton, A letter written 
by him contributed greatly to procure the Tranſlation 
of the Holy Scriptures. into, the Gaelic language. 
His account of his Journey to the Weſtern Iſles, drew 
the eyes of the world much more than before upon 
theſe parts. His obſervations upon their ſtate of 
improvement, and probable progrefs in civility, ſug- 
geſted much important matter to thofe patrioticaly 
intereſted in their welfare. Even the unfavourable 
facts which he has reported with exaggeration, ang 
thoſe: of his refieQions, which may be ſuppoſed to 
haye griginated in ignorance or inveterate prejudice, 
haye yet by awakening Gaelic. pride to uſeful ex- 
ertion, done conſiderable ſervice to the people who 
exchimed againſt his calumny. He, deſerves the 
e em tine ge. than almoſt any 
CLI OA: Hy 11 571088 
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one other perſon, to the progreſs of the ſpirit of 
plantingi in Scotland. The emigration of great num. 
bers of the Highlanders to America, immediately 
before the breaking out of the late American Wars 
taught the great to conſider, that the dependence 
was not wholly on the fide of the poor, but was 
mutual between the two orders, and thus' obliged 
them-to turn their cares to the encouragement of 


ſuch arts, as might make the poor more comfortable 
at home; arts which could not be promoted, with- 


out promoting the general intereſts of all, and of 
this whole country.—The frequent- reſort of gay 
company to the North, for the'purpoſes'sf purſuing 
game, or of viewing its ſcenery, has, in like man! 
ner, rendered the ſtate of this country better known; 
and more the object of improving attention. Tlie 
dangers of the navigation of theſe aſts have occa- 
fioned them to be examined, and their channels to 
be ſoundedl. The ſhoals of fiſhes'with which they 
abound have alſo pointed them out as a mine of opu· 
lence. The demand which tlie increaſing mahufac- 
ture of glaſs, has produced for the kelp pieyatied from 
their ſea werds, has been another circuiſc tes fUr 
tunate to tllem. Let me not neglect to pay the de- 
ferved tribute of praiſe to the late Mr John Knot? 
of London, who travelled repeatedly through theſe 

regions, and laboured with wonderful zeal and fuc- 
—_ An countrymen to improve the natũ- 
4s : | Bo: > 
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ral advantages which he juſtly enough repreſentad 
them-as: poſſeſſing: and to Dr James Anderſon,'\wha- 
was.employed by Government to ſuryey them; and 
performed the taſk with that garneſtneſs to promote 
the impravement of the country vhich ſeems tc ibi 
his ruling paſſion. The ſogieties of different deſcrip, 
tions, whg have made the ſtate and the improvement] 
of the Highlands the great objects of their attention, 
are entitled to the thanks of their country. + This 
id one of the beſi mades in . true pariotiim 
on be n 1}: 146 25 Qt %, 44 BE Te dah 
&:4 |} . 8 Alte, 8 -57 10 ko? 
Türken are, I 3 the. 1 * pers 
fons whochave moſt ſignally contributed to advance 
the prograſs of induſtry and ſocial life in theſe party: 
of Scotland. No very great progreſs has yet been 
made. Compared indeed with what they were bez: 
fore the year-1746, theſe diſtricts would: mnqueſtis 
onably appear to be mightily improved. But, com- 
pared with hat it ſeems not impoſſible to improve 
them to, their condition is low. I was. gelighted 
therefore to learn, at Inverary, that on the > twardays! 
immediately.preceding that on which 1 arrived there 
the inn and town had been thronged by a meeting of 
of the Noblemen and Gentlemen of Argyleſhire ache 
had aſſembled for the purpoſe of taking into their com 
ſideration an eſtimate of the probable expence of a ca 
nal propoſed to be cut * Loch Crinan and Loch 
: Gilp, 
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Gilp, ſo. as to cut off the dangerous navigation oi 
the Mull of Cantire, and greatly to abridge the paf 
ſage between the Frith of Clyde, and the Streights 
of Jura. The advantages with which the execution 
of this plan will be attended, are more than I, in my 
ignorance of theiſtate of this country can enumtrate. 
It will however greatly improve the of 
theſe coaſts. It will advance the induſtry of their 
inhabitants. It will probably contribute to the ex- 
tenſian of their fiſheries. By bringing them virtually 
nearer to the great ſeats of wealth, induſtry, and 
trade in Pumbartonſhipe, Renfrewſhire, and Las 
narkſhire, jt will alſo contribute to extend: to them 
the advantages of thoſe counties. By giving another 
great road, as it vera to the country which it di- 
vides, it will promote the intercourſe. between the 
inhabitants of its different diſtricts. Above all, it 
will ſingularly promote the improvement of the 
Hebudæ. A ſubſcription had been opened, at the 
meeting abovementioned, to raiſe the ſum neceſſary 
for the execution of this canal. A very large 
ſum had been eagerly ſubſcribed ; for the proſpect, 
if not of the repayment of the principal ſam advan- 
ced, yet of the payment of large intereſt, upon that 
principal, was ſufficiently inviting; and the forma. 
tion of a canal, was thus in ſome meaſure like the 
creation of a new tract of nnn The 
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ow 'other nets for the improvement or the 
Highlands and iſlands of Scotland habe not been 
attended with all tlie fucceſs deſireable. Nature 
rejoices to be ſeconded; hut will nor be forced. And 
indeed in the improvement of countries, as of theurts, 
many experiments muſt commonly de made, before 
the deſired perfection can be attained, Certain it 
159 if that the lands round the northern coaſt of Scot- 
land be barren, the ſeas are peculiarly rich. They 
bound in moſt of thoſe fiſhes which are fitteſt for 
kuman nouriſhment. What wealth would they not 
produce in the neighbourhood of x great towii? | 
And may not manufacturing villages be feattered 
around, the inhabitants of which may conſume 
thoſs proviſions which theſe parts afford, and which 
cannot be ſb well eonveyed to the ſeats of populati- 
en? Fiſhes are 2 much more pleaſant article of 
nburiſhment, freſh than falted. Alth6igh the "a 
portation of ſalted fiſh may be a lutrattve enougii | 
branch of. traffic, yet the fiſhing. weuld be much 
more lucrative, if a conſiderable n 

_— ne conſumecd freſh. tt looks bug Ae 
* i 1145/00 12 i & bes ac 
i *. theſe n ſea-furing habits erbt ufideudt. 
tal to be encouraged by every inducement which 
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the legiſlature can hold out. Our inſular ſitua- 
tion, while it in ſome ſort doubles the extent af 
our teritories, invites us to be ſailors, as much as 
huſbandmen or artizans. Our attention to the ob- 
jects of navigation muſt ever be the great guardian 
of the national ſafety. It is therefore of conſequences 
for us to encourage every ſpecies of trade and every 
mode of induſtry which may increaſe the numbers 
and improve the haxdineſs and the {kill of our maria 
ber, To theſe purpoſes was the famous Navigation 
Act directed. It is for theſe ends chiefly, that our 
Welt India iſlands are advantageous poſſeſſions. It ig 
becauſe raw cotton is a material imported in Britiſh; 
Bottoms, that I think the manufacture of, cottons 
little leſs, beneficial, than if the raw material were af; 
Britiſh, growth. The fame end has, I hope, been 
kept much in view when encouragements have; 
been held out to induce Britiſh ſubjects to engage 
in the fiſheries. ., And for this end, above all others 
rn mma gre + 
demand te. Sed 6d be now e e 
aut Europe, as it once was. The Roman Cathelia: 
religion, and the ſtrict obſervance of Lent at cet. 
ninly faſt, declining. And, I frar that in conſt; 
quence of their decline, there bs: i m in ; 
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cied himſelf a profound politician when he fuggett: 
ed, that the obſervance of Lent had been originally 
introduced into the ritual of the Romiſh Church, 
for no other purpoſe, than to encourage the fiſheries: 
F am not ſure, that the Romiſh Clergy wete guid: 
ed, in the eſtabliſhment of this inſtitution, by io 
enlightened a policy; but I am welt perſuaded, that 

its permanency has had the effect, although it might: 
not be originally intended. Vet, there may poſſibly 
Have been an increaſe in the population of Europe, 
more than equivalent to the diminution of the num- 
bers who confine themſelves to the ufe of faltcd fiſh 
in Lent... Beſides, other ſtations, leſs favourable 
perhaps than thoſe upon ' theſe coaſts; are frequented 
for the purpoſe of taking fiſhes whick may be cured, 
and brought to market in à ſalted ſtate. And way 
then; ſhould/not we encburage fiſheries Here, fincb 

the encouragement of them ſeems ſo 'neceflary ti 
promote our national ſtrength. There was, 1 bes 
lieve, a time when the fiſheries of Scotland were in't 
very thriving ſtate, and were indeeFofie of the chief 
ſources from which the cõtintry derived auy wealth 
that it poſſeſſed. In the reigns of the Jameſts; bent 
moſt of our ſea· port towns roſe to 2 Gegfee of con 
ſederation from which many of-them have fince de- 
dined, the fiſhes caught and cured by the Scots wert ii 
_ — all the South —— Thech- 


attended. it ws mY of the — 
vith the activity and frugality, of. its traders e 
negligeycg af government in reſpect. to the welfare 
of Scotland, after the agceſſion gf our ſovereigns: to 
the. throne of England the, civil diſſenſiong by 


. 

5 Which induſtry, was; interrupted; and the country 
It ravaged during She, Sreatcy, part of che lalk century. 
WI vith,a;vaigty. of qther cauſes.yrhich L cannot. enur 

vs WM nei onewredfofrighten.ormithdraw ps from 


the working of this ming gf wealths;/ We have eve 
fince, heartily returned, tg. it; although.cadeavours | 
have, been, uſed to .reſtare,19,us the AdyABLAgES of 
ek, fiſheries on our, own, wo wings ing dd ar 
See ee eee ee 
1 am truly, inclined $0 believet that 
eries on theſe, coaſts-will, never be prgſacuted to hs 
moſt advantageous Height, til eſtabliſhments of ma, 
nufacture in the Immediate, neighbourhood, + ſhall 
ring hither,a pepulation-to conſume the praviieng 
which the ſea affords in ſuch:ahundancę. . Let out 
manufacturers ſpread themſelves round —— 
Let the quarxies of marble be,opened ; Let the minen 
be wrought: Let the eſtabliſhments of every ſpecies 
of, induſtry, which ſupplies the leaſt. 9 conxer 
niencieg gf life, he encouraged here: Ls the cum 
try be mare and, more: opened 
tion of new,x9ads;and ne ca mals: vil tl 
2 * ge: longer beate of naa 
2 Ls. | | 
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end oP the neceſſaries of life: The proviſions will be 1 


Mvamageouly confumed on the ſpot: The gifts of 
nature will be gathered with ſuch increaſed care 
tliat while greater quantities are conſumed at home 
Sbperhaps greater quantities may alſo be exported 
abroad: Above all, agriculture, which muſt ever 
thrive where there is x plentiful population, will be 
cultivated with exrneſtneſs, and with certain ſucceſs: 
It is diſgraceful to the proprietors and the inhabi- 
tants of theſe · diſtricts that agriculture is in ſo back - 
ward a ſtate among them; diſgraceful, that ſcanty 
28 is the population, they cannot raiſe grain and ve- 
getables to ſupport themſelves: H our oats, or bar- 
ley, or wheat will not thrive in their climate; there 
Are other bardier ſyecies of grain, which they may 
advantageouſſy adopt: The. black oats formerly 
common through Scotland, are, I believe, of a cha- 
racter more hardy than the white eats which are 
wow cummonly raiſed in their room. Potatoes too, 
Sit of che moſt nutritious of vegetables, thrive ſuf- 
KSelently in theſe parts. There is no want of manure. 
AI if from niy ſoul, that our botaniſts would zen 
ufly turn to the diſcovery of plants, uſeful either 
r their roots, their ſtalks, or their ſeeds, which 
will beſt fuit unkindiy foils arid rude climates. Thus 
might they greatly contribute to the advancement 
of agriculture, and to the improvement of the con- 


venicagies of human life. In _ wann 
ment, 
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nent of theſe regions myſt of neceſſity advance 


ſlowly. Our care myſt be directed not merely to 
the improving of any one or twe of the natural ad- 
vantages which they. poſſeſs. We mult attend to 
the whole together. Let them advance hand in 
hand. Let them aid each other's progreſa. Canals, 
roads, the eſtabliſhment of manufactures, and the 
ſcattering of manufactures in .ptoper places mu 
come firſt. The fiſheries; will ——— 
manufactures; the manufactures will promote the 

fſheries. Agriculture will advance hand in hand 
with both. And it will at length appear that hu- 
man induſtry can triumph over allqthe diſudvan 
tages of climate and local circumſtanoea, and give 
comfort and dignity to ſocial life hy one enpe- 
dient or E ee tbe 
. er AOQIATOD 
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1 have rambled into too many 2 
tions on this ſubject. But the nature of a fubjet © 
intereſting as the improvement of theie ragions; ana 
the advaneement of focial life in mymative gountry, 
will, I hope, plead my excuſe. Before I. ſet out 
from Inverary, let me mention, that a woe ma- 
nufacture has been attempted either in the town, ar 
ſomewhere in its neighbourhood, not, J believe, 
vith ahe very beſt ſucetises Brie Dörte 
m ITY oni ©) reed is mas 
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3 From InrER4Rr to Anzoguuan. 


We left Inverary, at a late hour in the Sees | 


and proceeded down the north. eaſt ſide of Loch 
Fyne. The way led us along a fine bridge, thrown 
over the river Ary, nearly where it diſcharges its 
waters into the lake. As we advanced, we had on 
one hand the wooded fide of Dun-i-queach : the 
lake ſpread its waters on the other. Where the 
Hills ſlanted to the lake with a gentler declivity, the 
inhabitants were buſy gathering their potatoes from 
the ground. In ſomè places they were gathering 
and carrying home dry furze and bruſhwood; to 
cover their crops, or their houſes.: Their aſpect 
was commonly meagre, and their clothing ſcanty 
and 3 8 | I 
15 | | b 167 Sgt 4 
"Mu, Ar tome? diſtance hs: owe upon' a rock 
| Jutting out into the lake, and cloſe by the way:ſide, 
ſtands the old caſtle of T; underagh, which has been 
once fortified, and of which a * is ſtill — 
4 _ "ay a farmer's family. * tot TIN 
2 © 3 
vo EY TW anti 7 cnderagh, the MER 
the ſtation of a ferry-boat, in which foot paſſengers 
pay be conveyed * acroſs the lake, to Cairn. 
di, 
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dow 


It is not, however, fitted for the convey» 
ance us hofſes. We continued our ride round the 
ſouthern extremity of the lake. The country be- 
came more level before us, as we rode on. The 
farm-houſes, too, ſeemed to aſſume ſomewhat of a 
more ſnug and comfortable appearance. At the 
point of the lake, the adjoining ground was marffiys 


After paſſing itz we again turned to the north- weſt = 
and rode up the fide wa hy N to re inn 5 


* err 4 * Tre 4 
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Dies country here ths 1 __ hills, . only 
for the paſture of ſheep and black. cattle,.—ſkirted; 
however, towards the lake wit trats—commonly 
narrow of level ground; which are partly fown 
with eorn and planted with potatoes partly fenced 
infor: Kitchen-gardens, —and in part, where mar- 
ſiy, and liable to be flooded- by the waters of the 
lake, kept as natural meadow. The population of 
theſe tracts cannot be very plentiful; for, but fe 
hands, comparatively ſpeaking, can be wanted for 
the management of the lands: and theſe are not 
ſcenes. to invite the reſidence of people, WhO have 
not ſtrong reaſons of intereſt to determine their pres 
ference for them. Pity that there ſhould" not! be 


4 


more wood ſcattered over theſe mountains! When 


our foreſts are cut down to make room for cultiva- 
von, in the more fertile parts of the kingdom; 


others 
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| others might be taught to ariſe in theſe parts hn 


atio nn, l 94k, 


Tu inn at Cairndow: 18 Inteiided 226: A of 
Wey houſe, to divide the long ſtage between 
Arroqubar and Inverary, Ie ſtands at the diſtance 
of ten miles from the litter of theſe places: + But; 
to foot-paſſengers-crofling' the lake in the ferfy. 
boat,'this length ef wuy is ' greatly; abbreviated, 
The inn is ſmall,” ſnugſ and neat; the landlord 
whom Thad the good. fortune to find in it, is one of 
the: moſt atrentive, obliging men l have ſeen: . The 
ſtables are narrow, in proportion to the'ſinglineſs-of 


the houſe. I was conducted into à neat 0% pa 


lour, where every thing was deoent and deantly; 
and, notwithſtanding the ſcarcity of fuel in i- 
ſeaſon, à gladſome fire blazed on the hearth. I wi 


ſoon refreſhed with a comfortable dinner; the reliſh 


of which was heightened to fe, 2 tag ones 
er ane „n, 
— 2 ae 2 2 
Inis inn Bands I think, ON ths nh 
kinglaſs, the property of Sir James Campbell. Hig 
honſe is ſeen at ſome ſmall diſtance weſtward, neu 
to the edge of the lake. The old houſe of Ardkin> 
glaſs has become unfit for the accommodation = 
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lately eontracted with a builder, to raiſe another for 
the ſum of between nnn. 


Wann ee Cairn: 
dow; and we had 2 dreary road to travel, to the 
ſide of a hill, till the traveller enters à wild gien; 
two rocky mountains riſe in a ridgy form, on each 
fide z a ſcanty, fixeam running below. Hardly any 
heath or coarſe grab ſoftens. the rocky aſpect of the 
kills... The glen is long: towards the ſouthern ex- 
are of unuſual forms: The day was juſt declining 
into twilight. The ſky was douded: And had my 
mind not been elevated hy the grandeur, it muſt 
undaubtedly have bo votive by EP. of 
ann; Frans 15 8 


Ar — we n over Ae by a ſmall 
bridge, and the road took ſomewhat of 2 ſouth-eaſt 
direction. But, the environs preſented n milder 
zſpect. Frowning hills yet roſe above, on either 
hand. The glen below was uncultivated and bare. 

The road was narrowed almoſt into a foot-path 
and it led up adeclivity, which, though not abrupt, 
was however,, extremely difficult of acceſs. As 
we proceeded, 2 ſmall lake PO on our _ 


a+ 
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hand: but no ſhrubbery, no verdure; adorned. its 
banks; it was only a baſon worn out among the 
rocks: And the hills aſſumed a more rugged aſpect 
where they hung over it, The light thades of twi- 
light were now melting faſt away into the darkneſs 
of night. The time and the ſcenes were ſuch as to 


ſuggeſt all the gloomieſt and grandeſt ideas that can 


be aſſociated with night and wild; ſolitudes. The 
machinery of Oiltan”s poetry ; the ghoſts of departed 
heroes, riding in the clquds; or paſling on the blaſts; 
malignant ſpirits ſhedding -their infſuence round, 


ſupernatural danger ready to aſſail, while 1mmedis 
ate danger and natural dangers, ſeemed to beſet the 


traveller, were all naturally en here am 


ed:to the imagination. V e n 


- 1418 


_ we gained upon the 1 we let Loh Ref 
behind us. At length we found ourſelves. on the 
height immediately above the gloomy vale of Glen- 
troe; It was too dark for us to remark the ſeat pla- 
ced here when the road was formed, and to read the 

inſcription REST AND BE FHANKEUL. We proceed- 
ed, not without ſome degree of — upon our-ſpi- 


Tits, down the winding way. It ſeemed, in the 


darkneſs, as if we were deſcending. into, à deep ca- 
vern, with an irregular and craggy , brink. - The 
crater. of a waſted volcano; could hardly have: beep 


wow dreadful... It was not merely. the tre 
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bitch or sotto. = 
gloo oth, 255 the fearful fancies wh ch fuck a gloo 
naturally ſuggeſts to the ee that Wel 
ſed our ſpfrits with a e: : But, fragments detached 
from the impending rocks, were feattered over the 
declivity; the windings 01 the road, and its occa- 
ſional aſcents and deſcehts were Kid from our eyes; 
and even our horſes ſeeming to be” ſenlidle of the 
danger, became obſtinate, and were not without 
difficulty urged forward. The hollow murmur” of 
a ſtream heard from a diſtance increaſed our hot 
ror: No human habitation was nigh; Nod traveller 
met us; we knew not the length of the Yen; nor 
whether croſs roads might not meet in it; and the 
windings and irregularities of the way were from 
time to time, renewing our fears: At length, we 
met ſome travellers returning up the glen to their 
houſes; as they told us. We were cloſe upon them, 
ere the darkneſs of the night permitted us to diſs 
cern them. The ſound of their voices alone was: 
pleaſing: and they gave us information which made 
us more Eaſy as to our progreſs on the road. Soon 
after, a farm- houſe appeared on one fide of the high- 
way. We next croſſed, I think, a ſtream by the fide 
of which, but at ſome ſmall diſtance from it, we Had 
travelled for à conſiderable part of this dreary Tall. 
We paſſed near by the houſe of Ardgartan, and 
turning round the point of the eaſtern arm of Locks 
Loung, at lerigth reached Arroquhar. En Fa . 
Vol. I. 5 5 LS Some 
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' Som travellers have found the journey up Guus. 
croe ſo little difagreeable, that they have ſuppoſed 
the inſcription on the ſeat at the height of the decli- 
vity to have been ſuggeſted rather by the labour 


which it coſt to form the road, than by the difficul. 


ty which the traveller muſt ſill find in the aſcent. 


The labour of forming the road, cut as it is through | 
almoſt the whole length of the vale, in ſolid rock, 


mult indeed have been immenſe; and the ſoldiers 
by whom it was formed, might well be thankful 
when they reached the ſummit. But, no leſs thank. 
ful, in my eſtimation, will the traveller be, who 
either walks oy rides up it. If he ſits in a-carriage, 
he cannot be ſo ſenſible of its difficulties. The flow 
motion of the honſes, with the impreſſive character 
of the ſurrounding ſcenery will, in this caſe; rather 


make the aſcent pleaſing. Before this road'was for- 


med, however, no mode of travelling could have 


vendered it eaſy to climb up the vale-of Glencroe. 


- 
00 » * 
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—— and to LUS. | 


AnROQUEAR is ſeated, in one bf the welk a * 
greeable ſituations which theſe regions afford, on 
the eaſtern ſide of the eaſtern arm of Loch- Loung. 
On the verge of the loch is ſome ploughed and ſome 


= = © 5 K „ 


— 
— 


oQ = 


© 
— 


PART OF SCOTLAND. 339 


meadow ground. But, this is of narrow extent. 
Lofty, opeaked hills riſe, on all hands, around; 


Fes; 9143 10 1 TA . r 


Tas was once che · eat of the Chieftain of the Cin | 
of Macfarlane. But, in the progreſs of modern man- 


ners, the fortune of the family has been waſted, and 


the eſtate ſold. The old houſe is now ruinous. The 


preſent inn was built, I believe, for a place of occa- 
ſional reſidence, by the laſt purchaſer of the eſtate 
of Arroquhar. He has, long ſince, I believe, 'given 


up the idea of reſiding in it. It was occupied for a 


while by his factor. After it was left by him, an 
innketper was placed in it. It is large. But, the 
lower ſtory ſeemed in no very good condition; the 
glaſs in the windows broken; the ceiling and walls 
of the rooms dirty: tattered carpets diſgracing the 
floor ; and chairs, grates, and tables very unſuit- 
able to the aſpect of the houſe, being all the furni- 


ture. Here too, was a deficiency of bells; nor did 
the people of the houſe ſhew any extraordinary de- 
fire to be attentive to their gueſts, or ſkill to at- 


tend to them in a proper manner. One thing of 
which they earneſtly complained was a want of fuel. 
They however, accommodated me with a comfort= 
able fire, both in the parlour and in my bed-· room; 
which I found too agreeable aſter my dreary ride, 
to remonſtrate, next morning, when I found it 
thargeds at an unuſually high rate in my bill. 
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342 JOURNLY!THROUGH 
_ Onithis! might, a meeting of farmers from 'the 
neighbourhood happened to be afſembled,—upon 


the buſineſs, L was told, of ſettling the diviſion of 


{omebankrupt's effects. They had cheared them- 
ſalves, in the courſe of the bufineſs with ſuch geni- 
a}. refreſhments as the inn afforded. - When I retir- 
ed to reſt, they were ſitting down to ſupper, | And 


they prolonged the fitting ſo long after ſupper, and 


that with ſo much noiſy mirth, that I was ſome hours 
in bed before I-could cloſe my eyes in ſleep. I heard 
them become louder and louder, till, at laſt, they 
talked all together, and their articulation became in- 
diſtinct. I heard them carried or ſtaggering, one 
by one to bed, as the powers of convivial enjoy- 
ment were overpowered. At * all was ez 

and # fell Bees: 2 * 


+44 


$ . 


"off their. debauch, and preparing to return home, 


made not quite ſo much noiſe, as when they went 


to ſleep, yet enough to break my reſt. When 
morning returned, the day was foul ;- but its dark 
and ſtormy complexion, ſerved to heighten' the ef. 
fect of the ſurrounding ſcenery. On the front af 
the houſe, a torrent thundered foaming, down -the 
precipitous ſide of an oppolite hill. Its] ſtream 


Was greatly increaſed by the rains which had fallen, 


. the in day, and during the night. In 
: one 


* wo ere my hangin the farmers. had fept 


ſeemed to 1 an the __ Senator ita 
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one part of its courſe, it formed an awful cataract. 
Through the whole, it fell with ſuch impetuoſity as 
to be almoſt every where covered with white foam. 
The hills roſe above with peaked tops. To one oi 
them, the name of the Cobler had been given, in 
the fancy that its ſummit preſented juſt the figure 


of a travelling ſhoemaker. Around the houſe were 


ſome ancient trees, whoſe ragged; denuded aſpect 
beſpoke them to be only remains of the formen 
beauties of the place. Loch Loung was ſtill ſeen 
from this ſituation; and the expanſe of the lake: 


en an * 1 Te H 
ie TS DO DIG e een 216713907 x0 1k; 59411 
Tun windows of the lower rooms ofthis tim; had 


ſuffered remarkably from the propenſity of travellers 


to ſcribble upon glaſs. +1 could not help fecretly la- 
menting, at the ſight, that fools cannot go on their 
way without leaving memorials of their dullneſs and 
obſcenity. on r e of a bass n c under 


13 bis. t ungut ef 


1 eine Het rte 
Wez woe out „ in i the 3 athoughthidays 

was ſtormy. I had hopes, that it might yet be fair. 

And although the ſtorm might continue, yet ſince fair 

weather was not to be very confidently expected ta- 
wards the end of October; it was neceſſary for me 
rr Loch Loung is here divided from Loch 
Lomond 
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Lomond: 8 narrow paſa, not exceeding; | 
believe; two miles. This intermediate ſpace is patt- 
ly ſheltered and adorned with wood. The road; 


too, is excellent. TD eee 


| TAO” onward, to . 


IN ER ED not acked inn at Tarbat. 1. * a defo 
late aſpect. - It ſtands nearly at the north-weſtern 
point of Loch Lomond. On the oppoſite ſide of 
the lake, partly within Stirling hire, riſes the fa 
mous Ben-Lomond. Its figure is ſomewhat coni- 
| cal. 1 It towers up to A wonderful elevation. It 
commands, conſequently, a moſt extenſive proſpect, 
ſtretching over the Firth of Clyde, and over ſome of 
the moſt fertile and cultivated, as well as ſome of the 
rudeſt counties in Scotland. Its fide adjacent to the 
lake is finely fringed with wood. It ſeems covered 
on other parts with herbage, ſuch as may form 3 
ne paſture for ſheep and black cattle. The ſeaſon 
29:00 faripearto mme to ſtop, and climb to 

its ſummit ; had the day even been ſo fair, 28 40 
promiſe a full. Wt rt of the ne after 1 
„ eee dee e WEE») 
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ae heats th met; one ee 
more ſouth · eaſtern direction to Tayndrum 3. the 
other, that by which I had oome from Inverary- 1 
ore” . of Loch · Lomond⸗ 
Even 
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Eben 1 now; the face and the ion e 
tained ſome ſhare of fading beauty. Perhaps, afte# 
hearing it often and laviſhly praiſed; I might be dif 
* to believe ig beautiful, eee 


AE WIG Hs 


Tux winding length of this lake is not leſs than 


four and twenty miles. Towards the northern ex- 


tremity it is narrowed.” The baſes of the hills on the 
weſtern fide are covered with wood. | A narrow; and 
but a very narrow ftripe of level ground intervenes 
between the termination of the hills, and the 
brink of the lake. Cottages, ſmall fields cultivated 
for potatoes and corn, and little ſpots of richer ſoil 
reſerved for gardens are ſcattered: at irregular dis. 
ſtance, along this ſtripe. Here and there, the land 
ſhoots out ſmall points into the lake; which ſeem 
commonly to be reſerved for meadow and paſture; 
The highway is carried along the baſes of the im- 
pending hills. Sometimes, it has been neceſſary to 
cut through a point of the declining hill, in for- 
ming the road. The rocks are every where ſchif- 
tous; I think, we found ſome ſoldiers buſy mond 
ing this road, at one place; at another, we met a 
drove of cattle conducted by Highland ſer vants, 
wearing Hilibegt. As the forenoon had cleared up, 
we were indeed met by ſo many travellers, that We 
began plainly to perceive ourſelves to be now upon 


. at country. 
Ar 
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Ax a place, on the bank of a river, deſcending | 


Cr the weſtern hills, and diſcharging itſelf into 
the lake, che name of which I learned to be Inver- 
big, 1 obſerved two artificial hillocks, of a-comfider- 


able ſize, of that kind which are denominated moats. 


Whether, this may have been anciently a ſcene of 
Carnage, and theſe, the burial-places, of the. lain; 
or perhaps the ſacred ſcene of religious ſalemnities, 
and theſe hillocks, monuments of the piety of our 
anceſtors; or poſliblya place for occaſional meetings 
for the determination of differences, and the diſtri- 
bution of juſtice, -I could not learn. But, they 
were, moſt probably formed for ſome one or other 
of theſe, three purpoſes. The ſight, of them: led me 
to rellect on the ſimplicity of the manners of our 
anceſtors, How very different the courts, the tem-: 
_ the funeral monuments of the n and 


411. $2645 Lat; 


A 1 Tas | Jake dpendd widen: before me, as 1 
The aſpect of the ſurrounding ſcenery ſoftẽned. At 


length thoſe wooded iſlets which conſtitute. the chief 
beauties of Loch Lomond appeared within ſight. 
The weſtern hills ſeemed at the ſame time to recede, 
and left between their baſes and the edge of the wa- 
ter, a greater extent of arable ground. Older 


wood alſo appeared to dignify the ſcene, as Laps 


proached towards, Luſs. And the whole: landſcape 


exhibited a face, gf: n. which, left ohn 
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| bit che Gaelic ſpeech of the people bm I met, 


and the Gaelic gab which the peaſants wore, t G6. 
mind me. W I was * mn the et et 


en N | ETD 9 mY | 
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5 0 og gn inwards 5 0 foutherniextremi- 


Us of Loch Lomond do indeed preſent a maſt char- 
ming fight. They are, for the greater part, cover- 
ed with wood. Some are ſtocked with deer. I am 
not ſure whether there be not others inhabited by 


rabbits. - On one ſtand the ruins of an vid palace, 


or rather caſtle of the family of Lennox; once the 


proprietors of à great part of ' Lennox. or Dumbar- 


| tonſhire; within which I had now travelled from 


Arroquhar. The trees growing upon ſeveral of 
theſe iſles are yews. They may. poſſibly have been 


ſirſt planted there, in the days when archery was in 


its full glory. The elaſticity and the cloſe texture 


of the timber of the yew, naturally recommended 
it as the fitteſt wood for bows,—of the grawth'of 
theſe climates ; ' arid when arrows were the chief 


miſſile weapons, and war the chief occupation of 
our anceſtors ; it was an object of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to them, to have proper materials for their 
Oxx iſle, towrds the ſouthern extremity of the 
lake, and near its 3 riſes into a beautiful 
vor. I. | X x little 
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3 JOURNEY THROUGH 
little hill, and is finely planted with wood. R is 


the property of Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs. R 


ſtatue of the guardian faint of the place, St M. Kit 
ſock (who was at leaſt eſteemed ſo, in the Popiſty 
times of Scotland) having been accidentally found 
in the adjacent church-yard, or ſomewhere in the 
neighbourhood ;- the laſt proprietor of the eſtate of 
Enuſs was fo much pleaſed with the precious relic, 
that he reſolved to ſtation the ſaint on the ſummit 
of the above-mentioned inſulated mount. In that 
ſation, it might be ſuppoſed, that the ſaint would 


Watch, with guardian care, over the houſe of Luſs 
and its environs ; and from it he might convenient. - 


ly enough have ſhed, over theſe premiſes, his ſacred 
influence, At the time, however, when the inha+ 
bitants of Scotland were alarmed. left a toleration 
might be extended to the Papiſts anon; them, the 


peaſants in this neighbourhood, ftruck with ſudden 


indignation againſt St M*Kiſffack, broke into the re. 
poſitory where he was pexceably awaiting the period 


of his exaltation, and outrageouſly decapitated him; 


and otherwiſe mutilated his trunk,. without bring- 
ing him to any form of trial. The violated, muti- 


lated ſtatue, thus rendered unfit for the purpoſes 


for which the Lord of the manor had piouſly in- 
tended it, was then by his orders, —— _— 
| Ain the burial dere ee g i 


much fo in the neighbour 
e. Colquhoun has, on his eſtate, ſome valuable 
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AmoNs the wood, upon the eſtate of Sir James 
Colquhoun, towards the ſouth-weſterp extremity of 
the lake, is a good deal of holly. This timber, in 
confequence of the progreſs of our manufacturers, 
£61 now be diſpoſed of, to very great advantage. 
It is the beſt timber for ſhuttles, and all ſuch other 
{mall inſtruments of the arts, as muſt be made of 
wood—but of wood of the cloſeſt, hardeſt texture, 


and ſuſceptible of the fineſt poliſh. + The timber of 


the yew anſwers for the fame purpoſes. In the 
ſame neighbourhood, there is likewiſe a large growth 


of birches; a ſpecies of timber alſo fit, although in 


an inferior degree, for the ſervice of the arts which 
flouriſh in the adjacent country. Here are likewiſe 


_ eaks; and no Briton travelling through his coun- 


try, can fee an oak, without lamenting that the 
planting of oak is every where ſo much negleted; 


that ſo few foreſts of old oak are to be ſeen; and 


that every growth of young oaks ſhould be ſo eager- 
ly cut down for the bark, without care for the uſe- 
ful purpoſes to which the wood might be applied, 
if preſeryed, till the tree W to Were 
wr | Cl 


S ee 
this tract appeared to be ſchiſtous. They are ſo 
irhood af Luſa; that Sit 


XX 2 ſlate. 
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ſate:quarries, which have, been opened, and are 
wrought,—as I ſhould ſuppoſe, by their, gontiguity. 
to a populous country where there is a {trong ſpirit 
of building,—with great advantage to the proprio- 
tor.— Scotland, rocky and mountainous as it is, 
does not want ſlate quarries in many places; where 
the cutting of ſlates has never yat been attempted. h 
The time has not long paſſed, when the roofs. of all i. 
but the houſes of people of fortune were covered 1 
with thatch. In thoſe days the working of ſlate n 
quarries could not have been extremely profitable. | 
The taſte in building is now very different. Our 
houſes are multiplied almoſt in a tenfold proportion; 
and every houſe muſt now be covered with ſlates. 1 
Ihe ſlates uſed in many parts of Scotland are, I be- Js 
lieve, imported from Wales, The Hebudian ifle 12 
of Efdaile affords alſo excellent ſlates which are uſed 
along the contiguous ſhores. —Now it cannot ſeem 
invidious to ſuggeſt, that we, in Scotland, would th 
do well to make the moſt of thoſe foſſil treaſures, 
which nature has ſcattered liberally, through our . 
country,—ind this chiefly where ſhe has been leaſt | 
| liberal in clothing the ſurface with uſeful vegetables. 
Eyen although we could not uſe at home all the 
ſlates which might. be dug, -it were yet proper for 
us to cut and prepare ſlates for exportation. But, 
it is ſhameful to import. {lates for our buildings, ; 
when, we can haye abundance at home. Abbe 
6 BUCH 
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Sven were the appearances which caught my 

eye, the information which I gathered from acci. 
dental paſſengers, and the reflections Which "both 

; concurred to ſuggeſt, as I approached che village of 
] Luſs. At Luſs I had hopes of ſeeing Mr Stuart, the 
h clergyman of the-pariſh whom I had known ſlight- 
7 ly in Edinburgh; diſtinguiſned by his {kill 'iti the 
0 indigenous botany of Scotland, by his labdurs in 
5 the tranſlation of the Bible into neee n 
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. 1 rorrürir ue found Mr Stuart at home. The 
8 day did not admit of my wandering through the 
85 environs with him. But, a8 1 reached his houſe | 
d early in the forenoon, I had'the pleaſure of his con. 
vy verſation, and experienced his hoſpitality, till late i in 


the afternoon. A neighbouring clergy man was 


Ss. with him : And I eſteemed myſelf fortunate in the 
opportunity of enjoying 10d impfovitg by they 
& cenie 88 ws 

8. | 1% bees 
he | MaxcSrvkzce? * Deep Ts induced him to 
on. IN cultivate his garden with unuſal care and fondneſs. | 
ty. It contains a great variety of indigenous plants, ' 
. and of ſuch curious foreign plants as are fitted to 
GS" 


cnduxe the fickleneſs and the auſterity of our climate. 
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Ty Tranſlation of the HolyScriptures imo Galle 
in which Mr Stuart has taken conſiderablae ſhare; is, 
work that does high honour to the charity and the 
piety of our country and our age. Of the merit 
of the Tranſlation, as a literary work, I am totally 
| unqualified to ſpeak. But, in other reſpecta, f can 
eſtimate its importance, The Gaelic Language is in- 
deed: faſt lofing ground as the people to whom it 
has been peculiar; intermingle more and more with 
their countrymen who ſpeak a different language. 
It might have been alleged that ſince the Gaelic 
was loſing ground ſo faſt, and ſince moſt of thoſe 
by whom it was ſtill ſpoken, were at pains to give 
their children more or leſs of an Engliſh education; 
There was therefore no occaſion for à Gache vers 
Bon of the Bible; which by taking away one great 
 neceſlity that urged theſe people tor learn Eng- 
liſh, would have a tendency to keep them longer in a 
Rate of diviſion from their countrymen. It might 
be urged farther, that the ſame principles upon which 
the Highlanders had been prohibited by the Legiſla- 
ture from wearing their ancient native garh, con- 
curred to recommend the diſcouragement of their fore 
native language: That, as the Gaelic ceaſed tu be 
{poken, thoſe who now ſpoke it, would come to hae 
a freer intercourſe with the reſt of the nation; would 
hr ſhake off a n e 
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improvement in induſtry and civility, and would 
ſooner be indiſtinguiſhably incorporated with the 
reſt of the ſtate; From all theſe reaſonings, it might 
have been inferred with no ſmall confidence, that ie 
were better not to accommodate the Highlanders with 
mn of che . wept 
411 
. W a tha ee 
prevailed. It was thought of conſequence to form 
mory of the language of our fathers, after it ſhould 
ceaſe to be commonly ſpoken. It was confidered 
that the purpoſes of religion were of too high import to 
be poſtponed to the concerns of worldly policy; that 
while the Engliſh was gradually acquired, and the 
Gaelic gradually loſt by thoſe people, they muſt be 
incapable to receive religious inſtruction in the for- 
mer, and therefore if it were not adminiſtered to 
them in the latter muſt, be abſolutely deprived of it. 
It was remembered, that, fince there was a neceſlity' 
that the minĩſters of pariſhes in which the Gaelic 
was ſpoken, ſhould preach in Gaelic, —it was there 
fore equally neceſſary that the foundation of their 
preachings ſhould alſo be found in Gaelic. It was 
conſidered, that in an unknown tongue the oracles 
of religion muſt ſpeak in vain. Upon theſe views 
was the tranflation of the ſacred mi 
vg wiſely and piouſly determined upon. 
ALTHOUGH 
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__ ALTHoveH ignorant of Gaelic, I ſhould-with; as 
2 perſon anxious for the - preſervation. of every va: | 


luable monument of antiquity, that a few others of 
our moſt claſſical works were tranſlated into this 


language, and that encouragement were given to 


men of letters who underſtand Gaelic, to produce 


ſome valuable compoſitions in their native tongue. 


The language would thus be preſerved in all its com- 


paſs and variety of phraſe. And it would furely be 


a monument of antiquity highly valuable to the curi- 

ous among our poſterity. I know not what might be 
the merits of Dr Shaw's Grammar and Dictionary. 
His attempts were well. intended and highly laud- 
able. But, he was diſcountenanced and eruſhed, l 
ſuſpect, by thoſe who ought to have been «the. firſt 
to encourage and ſupport him. If his Grammar 
and Dictionary of the Gaelic Language be ill exe - 
cuted, I ſhould think, that the reſpectable High- 
land Societies in London and Edinburgh might em- 
ploy ſome eminent Gaelic Scholar to regulate the 
analogy, and to collect the treaſures of mem r 
in a new n. and Dictionary. ref? "av, 


22 3 3 with which hs Englith x L 5 
believe the authenticity of Oſſian's Poems are well 


TE known. . I know not if any thing has contributed fo 


much to excite their ſuſpicion; as the exorbitant glaims 
which the Tranſlators and admirers of thoſe . 


bave 
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have made, in their favdhr · They have produeedthem - 


to the world as compoſitions not only ſingulan in their 


character, but of peculiar excellence; :proods, t this - 
ſame time; of genius, imagination, iand feeling iar fa. 


perior to what any other modi ſicationinf ſavage life 


has ever yet diſplayed, and of a correct and ſubline 


morality in ſentiments and manners, ene 
cannot ons be n eagablots. nn 50 


CCC nA 30 % 794164 hit 2 80. 


TER high pretedilohs, on behalf of u Oelde bard, c 


am anceſtor of the inhabitants of the Scottiſh High- 


lands, naturally rouſed the jealouſy of the Engliſh, and 
of the Saxon Scots: They inſtantly attempted to con 
vict thoſe who. offered the Poems to the Public Eye, 


of forgety, by thoſe very qualities in che Poems, 


on which they chiefly prided themſelves. The arti. 

ficial ſtructure, the rich yet delicate imagery, tiie 
tender ſentiments, the elevated morality of the 
Poems of Oſſian were haſtily conſidered by ſome of 


the moſt eminent Literary characters in England, 


28 unequivocal proofs that they could have _ 
produced only in a paliiked; n e 


i confeſſed, that bee. the high claims 


which were made in their favour, little artifices had 
been employed to ſet off the Poems, which ſerved, 
in ſome meaſure, to juſtify ſuſpicions of their 
authenticity. They bear in their texture nothing 
Vol. I. . =y which 
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which can enable us to refer them with certitude; 
ko any commemorated period in the Scottiſh Hiſtory: 
Vet attempts were made, evidently without any con- 
ffderable depth or accuracy of hiſtorical reſearch, to 

aſcertain the æra of their compoſition. It was aſſerted 
that ſome of them had been preſerved in manuſcript; 
although no manuſcripts of any of them could be 
produced in other than Saxon, or Saxoniſed Ro- 
man characters. It was maintained, that the author 
of them, and the Heroes, and Beauties whom they 
eelebrate, were undoubtedly Scottiſh; although there 
appears nothing on the face of the Poems themſelves, 
from which it may not be as fairly inferred, that 
they are Iriſh. —Difficulties, too, attended the collec- 
tion of theſe poems which naturally had in a certain 
degree, the effect of rendering their genuineneſs ſuſ- 
picious. Of the fame poem, one perſon remember- 
ed one part; another perſon, a different part; the 
two were either to be conſidered as diſtinct poems, 
or to be connected into one, while perhaps ſome: 
lines or ſentiments, or circumſtances were loſt. 
Tranffated, too, into the language of. a people, far 
removed in policy, in arts, in manners, in cuſtoms 
from the condition and character of the people a- 
mong whom they were originally compoſed ;- the 
Franflation muft unavoidably communicate a cha- 
mcter to the Poems, very different from that which 
9 2 in their ** OO" 


"FI . 
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ALL theſe circumſtances conſidered, it cannot 
appear ſurpriſing that ſuſpicions of the authenticity 
of the Poems of Oſſian, ſhould have occurred to many 
of thoſe not particularly intereſted in the ſupport of 
their character. I, for my part, after peruſing 2 
conſiderable ſhare of what has been wrigten on both 
fides of this literary queſtion, —Remain ſatisfied that 
the Poems of Offian do indeed exhibit a modifica- 
tion of manners and a refinement of ſentiment ſingu- 
lar in the hiſtory of ſavage life; That the age of 
their compoſition cannot now be aſcertained, nor 
can it be determined whether they are the compo- 
ſitions of Scotland or of Ireland; That they are in 
many inſtances mutilated fragments, pruned, or eked 
out by the Tranſlator ; That ſuch of them as exhibit 


any conſiderable regularity,or complexity of ſtruc- 


ture owe their form probably to the cares of the 
Tranflator ; That the Tranſlator has connected their 
hiſtory with a ſuperficial and ill-· founded thedty- of 
the early part of the hiſtory of Scotland; and they 
have not been given to the Public in a form n 


ently ſimple. _ | ws 


Bur, after declaring theſe ſentiments, let me 
add, that, with ſo many problematical circumſtances 


againſt them, I however eſteem them to be unqueſ- 
tionably genuine. Their ſtructure ſtill poſſeſſes that 
Amplicity which marks every work of a rude, un- 
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enlightened people. The manners are marked by 
the ſame ſimplicity. The poſitive cuſtoms deſcribed 


or alluded to in them, are equally the cuſtoms of a 


| imple race. The images are few, and the reſem- 
blances of that general caſt, which marks always the 
fimilitudes uſed by people unacquainted with all but 
the moſt ſtriking qualities. The religious notions 


are, I think, thoſe moſt natural to men who have 


received no foreign inſtruction in religion, and have 
not yet learned to make religious opinions the ſub- 
_ jects of ratiocination. I believe, that the memorials 
of. the ancient Welch manners, and the remains of 
the ancient Welch poetry, preſent parallels to the 
Poems of Offian, and the manners exhibited in 
them. I think the queſtion put by Dr Blair to Dr 
Johnſon, on this ſubject, a very pertinent one, and 
unanſwerable unleſs in the way of cavil, or in a 
manner favourable to the character of theſe poems : 
<< Bo you think, Sir, that any man in the preſent 
age could write ſuch poems? The ingenious tranſ- 


lator is, at this time, as I underſtand, engaged 


in the publication of a very ſplendid edition of the 
Originals of Oſſian's Poems, with a Latin Tranſla- 
tion on the oppoſite page. This muſt be a very ac- 

ceptable preſent to all men of taſte, and to all claf- 
bens ſcholars. | b 6 


* 
vain 
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- From an amiable Gaelic ſcholar, I have inſenſibly 
deviated into a digreſſion on Gaelic Literature, on 
which I have little {kill to deſcant. I ſhall. however, 
leave the ſubject to abler diſcuſſion 3; only obſerving, 
that delighted as I have, been, with the peruſal of 
the Poems of Offian, intereſted as I feel myſelf in 
the preſervation of the ancient honours of my coun- 
try, and pleaſed as every benevolent mind muſt na- 
_ turally be with the thoughts of whatever may be 
contribute to ſpread light and civilization over re- 
gions into which they are but beginning to pene- 
trate: I could not withhold myſelf from hazarding 
the looſe obſervations which I have here vated 

fo throw out, | 


a DID not does Lu ll a late nat in this . 
noon. And had not the weather been extremely 
unpromiſing, I might indeed have been induced to 
linger there a day or two longer, to examine che 
environs, to viſit the principal iſlets in the lake, 
and poſſibly to climb Ben-Lomond. But, hopeleſs 
of the return of favourable weather, 1 was un 
to forego thoſe jc: 00mm ! g | 
For 4 part of the way from Luſs to 1— 
I enjoyed the company of a very intelligent clergy- 
man whom 1 had found, on a viſit, at Mr Stuart's. 
The road begins, immediately beyond Luſs, to 
| | | : leave 


* 
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leave the wild mountains by which it is overhung be- 
tween Tarbat and Laſs, and to paſs through a fer. 


tile and cultivated country. Wood is plentifully 


Aeattered through all this tract, and highly erna. 


ments it. The fields are divided with ftone-fences, 
The ſouthern extremity of the lake is ſeen 'to ad- 
vantage, as the traveller paſſes on. Its iſlets have 
a charming effect. And the ſcene is improved and 
rendered more Pe by the Ons me 


oon a the eaftern ſide. | #4 


come one place which we called, my. in. 

telligent companion informed me, that Archibald, 
firſt, Earl Ilay, and afterwards, upon the death of 
his elder brother John, Duke of Argyle, —uſed to 
thank God, that it made not a part of his eſtates; 
adding, that if it had, the ſituation was ſo inviting, 
that he might have been . ruin _— 


by building a palace _ K. 
\ Bur, night came on, * with the fall of night; 


a ſevere ſtorm of wind and rain overtook us. We 


proceeded along the road, the depth: of which be- 
Fpoke the population and the buſy induſtry. of the 
country. Here and there I could diſtinguiſh lofty 
trees amidſt the woods, through which the road oc- 
caſionally led. But, even here the houſes of the 
poor ſeemed only hovels, affording very ſorry ac- 

5 "ans 
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commodation. We had left Loch Lomond behind 
us, by the time when it became dark; and our way: 
continued to lead us along the banks of the Leven, 
although not always cloſe upon the river-{ide. 


3 : 


Tux banks of the Leven are the Claſſic ground of 
Scotland. Somewhere in the neighbourhood was 
the ſeat of the ancient clan of the Buchanans; and 
here was born the famous George Buchanan, one 
of the earlieſt flowers of Scottiſh Literature. The 
works and the circumſtances of the Life of George 
Buchanan are very generally known. He was early 
diſtinguiſhed by his proficiency in Claſſic Literature. 
The freedom and ſeverity of his ſatire ſoon render 
ed him obnoxious to the monks who were, at that 
time very powerful in Scotland, and whoſe wealth 
and looſeneſs of manners naturally fubjected them 
to ſatire. Fleeing from their perſecution, he ſpent: 
2 conſiderable part of his life in the ſituation of 2 
Am; in different places i in France and Por- 
his An the fall of bis old enemies, 
the monks, and the unſettled ſtate of his fortune 
abroad, induced him to reviſit Scotland. He be- 
came an active partizan of the enemies of Queen 


Mary, was placed in the ſituation of Tutor to James 


VI. had the honour, although 2 Layman, of being 


of 
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of Scotland,. and: was even appointed. Lord Privya 
Seal. He died in a good old age; honoured and 
lamented by his countrymen, and by all the friends 
of Claſſical Learning 23 Europe. 


His works ate very much ien in their charac⸗ 
ter. In all, his atinity is wonderfully pure; al- 
though in my eſtimation, leſs ſo, in his poetry than 
in his proſe. His hiſtory, were not the information 

which it contains, incorrect in the beginning, 
through national prejudices, and through the want 
of careful reſearch, and in the latter part, through 
the miſrepreſentations which he ſeems to have wil- 
fully made, under the influence of party-ſpirit, —is 
one of the firſt hiſtorical compoſitions that any age 
has produced. His tragedy of Jephtha has very 
conſiderable merit; but he has not riſen to great 
fublimity of compoſition in any of the choral odes. 
The licentious pieces intermingled among his ſmaller 
poems, ſeem to prove that his youth had not been 
paſſed in the moſt uncorrupted innocence. And 
yet, this proof is at beſt, but an equivocal one: 
Dryden, although licentious in his poetry, was a 
man of pure morals. I have always thought Bu- 
chanan's verſion of the Pfalms. too paraphraſtic: 


S rs J 


But it was performed as a taſk, at the injunction of g 
00 mm n ; and ET not con bores Ne 
| | 1 2 | > ANOTSSK $4 


b men Smollet. 1 


 AnoTHER man of great name in literature who 
Was born on the banks of the Leven, was Smollet. 
He was of a reſpectable family ſtill ſeated in this 
neighbourhood. Hew as bred to medicine. Either 
a natural paſſion for literature, or diſappointment in 
the purſuits of his original profeſſion, or poſſibly ſome 
other circumſtances,—engaged him to commence 
author. His firſt productions were a tragedy on 
the ſubject of the death of our James I. ſeveral well- 
known novels, and ſome odes. His odes are certainly 
among the firſt in the Engliſh language. His novelz 
poſſeſs uncommon excellence. His hiſtory-of Eng- 
land is well-written, but with too little accuracy of 
reſearch. He was, I believe, the original conduc- 
tor of the Critical Review. His Humphrey Clin 
ker is one of the moſt pleaſing of his works. He 


wrote for ſome time in defence of Lord Bute's ad. 
miniſtration; but could not ſupport it; and I ſup» 


poſe that Lord Bute did not very generouſly reward 

his unavailing ſervices. A pillar to commemorate 

His fame and his relation to this vicinity, was erected 

on the bank of the Leven, near wann e 
| f. 

1 NapliER, * celebrated inventor of the Lo- 

garithms, was alſo born ſomewhere in - lame 
nao Roy? DEAT 32 #5 "of 
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Tux banks of the Leven are at preſent. a hyſy 
ſcene of chearful induſtry. The bleachſields on this 
river have now for a conſiderable number of, years 
been famous. Theſe bleachſields are connected with 
the manufacture of yarn, of linens, and of lawns, 
for which this country has long been, celebrated, 
and with the manufacture of cottans, which having 
been introduced here, not very many years ſince, i is 
A er ſcene of maplaturing induſtry 3 1s . 
pleaſing ſight to every Briton who wiſhes well to 
his country. No fewer than four different compa- 
nies from Glaſgow have bleaching · works here; Stir- 
ling & Co.—Tod & Co.—Black & Co-—Watſon & 
Co.—The value of the goods annually prepared here 
is immenſe. It is not ſimply, bleaching that is here 
carried on. The printing of white cotton;ſtufls 
chiefly, is a branch of induſtry carried on by thieſe 
nufacturers, with no leſs enterprize than the bleach- 
ing. Of theſe goods, great quantities are exported 
to the Weſt Indies; and from our ſettlements in 
the Weſt Indies, no ſmall ſhare of the exports to 
that quarter are ſmuggled into Spaniſh. America, 
Indigo i is one article, among others, reqnives. In 1 re- 


turn. AEST 2 


* 2 HY 


„Ar! is chiefly gen Bs terminagion of Pak Ameri 


Can. war, that the ſpit of manufacture has given a 
| | new 
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new aſpect to this country, has augmented its popula- 
tion, quickened its induſtry, enlarged its opulence, 
and by promoting the circulation of this opulence 
through all hands, given even to the pooreſt the en- 
joyment of a very great proportion of the conveniens 
cies and luxuries of life. Before that period, the mer- 
chants of Glaſgow employed their capitals principally 
in the American Trade; purchaſing goods for the 
American market, wherever they might happen to be 
prepared; and importing, in return, American pro- 
ductions for the Britiſh market. The American war, 
by interrupting this trade, produced-no ſmall alarm 
and diſtreſs in a country: almoſt entirely dependent 
upon it.” When the war ceaſed, the mefchants' of 
Glaſgow, eager to regain their old market, poured 
their goods into America, with inconſiderate haſte. 
The conſequence was a diſadvantageous ſale, follb wa 
ed by fraudulent evaſions of payment. This was 
i ſecond evil which Glaſgow and its neighbourhood 
ſuffered from the American war. About the ſartie 
time, the cotton · manufacture began to ſpread it(d)f 
through England, and to find its way into Scotland 
8o promiſing a ſtranger was wurmly received Herb. 
The capitals, the induſtry, the mercantile enter. 
prize of the country, were ſoon directed into the 
channel of this manufacture. Every year gave the 
cotton: ſtuffs of Britain new advantages to enable 
pan to rival or exc! thoſe of India. The Com- 

MEN SS 3 - mercial 
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mercial Treaty concluded with France in the year 
1/786 was farther favourable to it. A ſmall tem- 
porary inconvenience did indeed follow, immediate- 


ly after the concluſion of that Treaty. So ſanguine 
were ideas conceived of its advantages, that ſeveral 


raſh ſpeculations in the cotton trade encouraged by 
_ theſe; iſſued in bankruptcy. But, this unfortunate 
effect was momentary. The nature of the com- 
mercial. treaty, with the advantages and the diſad- 
vantages attending it, ſoon came to be ſo thoroughly 
known to the Merchants, that they could avail them- 


ſelvesof the former, without riſkinganythingthrougle | 


raſh ſpeculation. The diſturbances in France, hen 
they firſt aroſe, were alſo favourable to the advance - 
ment of our cotton manufactures. They interrupt · 
ed manufacturing induſtry on the Continent, and 
thus freed us from rivalry, which we ſhould other- 
wiſe have been obliged: to meet in the market. In 
their continuance and progreſs, however, the ſame 
diſturbances ſeem rather to-threaten the'proſperity 


of our manufactures. The extenſion of them to the 


Prench Weſt: India iſlands has already greatly en- 
haneed the price of raw cotton. And the-paverty 
which muſt enſue on the Continent; in conſeqfience 


of the ravages of the French, and the ceſſation of 


almoſt all induſtry, muſt render our continental cuſ- 
tomers unable to make ſuitable returns for the goods 
which they need from us. But, perhaps the inter- 


poſition 


/ 
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poſition of the Britiſh Nation may bring the war 
to a ſpeedy iſſue, and reſtore to the French Nation, 


and their. Continental neighbours embroiled. with 


them, the bleſſings of tranquillity and civil order. 


13 from the ſouthern 3 of Lock 
Lomond i is a ſeat of the Duke of Montroſe, which. 


1 did not ſee. In the fame neighbourhood, but on 
the oppoſite ſide, is Roſencath, a ſeat belonging to 
the Duke of Argyle. Bonbill, the ſeat of the family 


of Smollet, ſtands on the banks of the Leven. Leven 
Lodge, the ſeat of Lord Stonefield, ſtands on 

eaſtern bank of the river, at a ſmall diſtance above 
Dumbarton. Theſe environs are adorned, with ſe⸗ 
veral other villas which the darkneſs of che night 
hid from my view. For ſome len gth above Dum- 
_ the whole ſcene on both ſides of the high- 


= Ke 1 occaſioned by the manufactures! The 
houſes ſeemed neat ; and the light from the win. 


dows contributed greatly to chear and illuminate | 


the darkneſs around me. The roads, too, Were 


thronged with carts, and with paſſengers on fook 
and on horſe· back. It might be about eight in A 
evening when 1 arrived i in Dumbarton. 1 


o * » a * : . 
: 7 * * = : . =” 3 — % | we 4 
» 1 , * 2 BB = ? * z f r N 4 yd * 13 * * 0 10 # * * 
| : k 3 * 4 8 * ” > * *: * 4 4 2441 
. 


— — _ * 
” — — — — * 
— — = — = : — . — 
TY — — — - x 
— > =P. — 2 —— — — 
3 . - — — — - - - W — 
— — 3 — — - : 
/ — 2 * > — - - 
ng 
2 — — 


o 
——— — äaZGU 
— — 
— 2 
HY 
> 
2 wt 


y, ſeems one large, ſtraggling village. Such i 


—— — rs a Rr 
- — 
= I ns — 

— 


306 born TRROVEY 
"a2; * 4%; i 7 ; fry T8 1 x 5 
— DELL Dinin4nton! CT SR n 


"DUMB ARTON +: is bone of the moſt ancient t towns 4 
in Scotland. It i is ſaid to Rave been once et capi | 
of A kingdom of the Britons eſtabliſhed in i the \ 


of Clyde. The particular! limits of this kingdom ! 2 
: cannot ſpecify. But, its exiſtence 1 is nowiſe problem. T | 
| atical. It ſeems to have conliſted of a remnant of the 

Hiritons. who maintained themſelves in this ſetfle- | I 

ment, after the Romans had withdrawn their forces r 

from the iſland; when the Scots and Pitts over-ran ran ; 

the northern x parts of what had been occupied by the f 

Romans and the Britons living under their Protec. F 

fion, and all the fairer fouthern diſtricts x were ufür⸗ 0 

ped by the Saxons: | „ 

ach &rD Ny then the 4 1 8 of this beackert js K 

tal of the Stratclydenſes. Whether it was ; feated"on q 
| the fi tuation of the preſent town, or not pers T J 2 

rather within the precincts of the caſtle, T know pm 

not. Although there were no record to 0 inform us 

that the rock on which the caſtle © Rar nds, was $f * K lu⸗ | 

dient times occupied as a ſtrength, We wißt kn ſe; 

infer fo much from its form and aſpeR, ec In 
Cf "301203. > 
| ConTEMPORARY with the Britiſh kingdom 'of tie 

Strattlyde was the kingdom of the Eaſt-Angles in * 

Northumberland. "Its limits were nor confined to an 


the 
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the preſent Northumberland, but is extended a conſi- 
derable way through the ſouthern parts of the preſent 
Scotland, contained in the Roman province of Valen, 
tia. Hence were thoſe Saxons neighbours. to the 
Britons of Stratelyde. In that age, the natural cony 
ſequence of their being neighbours, was, to man 
them mutual enemies. Had it even been other wiſe, 
hoſtility Was natura) between the expelled or fo * 


their ancient territories. The Saxons therefore 15 


tinued to haraſs the Britons of Stratclyde, till i 
the year 756, Aleluid, the capital, v Was ſurrendered 
to Egbert, king of Northumberland. The Briton 


do not ſeem however, to have been, exterminate 


in conſequence of the conqueſt, or expelled. from 
the territory. Some charters granted by Scottiſh 
kings, after all theſe diſtricts had fallen under the 
dominion of the Scots, mention. the Stratchdenſes, * 
a people ſtill, in ſome. ſort, diſtin a ip 
neighbours, 5 Ja 4h > 20 am 


pry +1 57 17 * 


Tux caſtle, or at leaft the rock on 205 it is | 


ſcated, myſt haye been always: an important ſtrep gth. 
In the earlieſt, authentic records of Scottiſh hiſtory, 


jt is mentioned as the ſeat of a garriſon. The tradis - 


tion of the place js, that connected with it, was 3 
watch-tower on 2 contiguous rock; called Drumbuck,, 


and anther on the ſummit of eee 
ber 
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inſulated rock ſeems to have been once the erater 5 
of a volcano. It conſiſts of columns; and of theſe; 


ſeyeral huge fragments have been broken off, and have 
fallen to the ground, by the injuries of time. In 
the conteſts between the Scots and the Engliſh, when 


the Edwards thought to have added Scotland to 


England and Wales, Dumbarton-caſtle was eſteem- 
ed a ſtrength of the utmoſt conſequence. It was 
the ſcene of ſome of the heroic exploits of our fa- 
mous Wallace. In the civil diſſenſions which diſ- 
tracted Scotland in the fifteenth century, Dumbar- 
ton caſtle was occaſionally a priſon for ſtate-criminals. 
In 1591 it was taken by a ſtratagem equal in bold- 
neſs, and in artifice, to any in hiſtory. As the 
manners of the Scots have ſoftened, and as the ope- 
rations and inſtruments of the art of war have been 


changed, the caſtle of Dumbarton has become - 


leſs conſequence as a place of military ſtrength. 
is not however deſerted ; and ſtanding, as it ihe 
towards the mouth of the Frith of Clyde, which it 


commands, it were folly to deſert it. 


I vifited this andent fortreſs.” It ig garriſoned by 


a few invalids. I was ſtruck with the venerable 
air, the erect carriage, and the chearfulneſs of the 
old foldiers. One, who conducted me through the 
| works, pretended to ſhew me, in an artificial pond, 
cl trout, — he ſaid, had lived here for eighteen 

| Yeah So 
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years. I looked with eager eyes, but could not 
diſcern his trout. We climbed up a great many- 
ſteps, and through two ancient iron gates, to the 
ſummit of the rock. The gates he deſcribed to be as 


ancient an erection as the days of Wallace. And from 


the conſideration of the manner in which the bars aps" 
peared to be eaten away by the action of the air and 


moiſture, I am inclined to believe that he told the 


truth. On the ſide of the rock by which we aſ-' 
cended, were ſome patches which had been laid 
with earth, and ſown with ſeeds, or-planted with' 
fruit: bearing ſhrubs. The expoſure” was very fas” 
vourable to vegetation z the mould was rich; and: 
the ſpots were afliduouſly watered : no garden could 
be more fertile. On the ſummit, we entered firſt 
the barracks occupied by the garriſon. I was plea- 
ſed to ſee that every thing here was wonderfully 
clean and comfortable. The invalids, too, who oc- 
cupied it, ſeemed not unſatisfied with their ſituation. 
The gunner's houſe is likewiſe the armoury. It is 
but a ſmall quantity of arms that is here to be ſeen: 
but ſmall as it is, 1 ſhould think, that they might 
be kept in better order, and depoſited in ſome more 
ſuitable ſituation. The gunner's garret'is the only: 


armoury in Dumbarton- caſtle. I was next led a. 


mong the ruins of ſome old fortreſſes, now . 
ted, or demoliſhed, that the materials might be ap- 
Vol. JI. bie „ Hi pee 
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plied to other uſes. With ſome of theſe was aſſoci- 


ated the remembrance of the renowned Wallace, 
and of mighty feats performed. In a more elevated 
ſituation are watch- towers, ſo contrived, that the 

watchman might in ſafety ſurvey from them almoſt 
every object within the horizon. It was here that 
E was informed of: the correſponding: watch-towers 
which once ſtoed on Drumbuck, and the height of 


Ben Lomond. Only the fouth-eaſtern point of the 


hill is now occupied; the other, riſing, on the 
north-weſt, to a loftier elevation, is at preſent ne- 
glected. I was ſtruck with the obſervation of the 
amazing ſtrength and thickneſs of the ancient walls: 
How very different from thoſe of the ſhewy, un- 


ſubſtantial buildings which are, now. a-days, run up 


by our ſpeculating maſons and architects on one 
week, that they may fall down on the next? No- 
wonder, however, that theſe ancient fortifications: 


of Dumbarton- Caſtle, battered as they have been by 
beſiegers, and by the injuries of time, ſhould be 
crumbling down, norwithſtanding all their maſſy 
ſtrength; ſince even the rock on which they are 


ſeated, has ſuffered by the operation of the ſame 
cauſes. It ſeems-to conſiſt; as I have already men- 


tioned, of an irregular. aſſemblage of irregular co- 


lumns: Each column, again of ſo many ſeparate 
pillars, piled vertically upon each other, and jointed 


together. Now the irregularity of the ſtructure of 


the 
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the columns, the looſe aſſemblage in which they are 
thrown together, and the looſeneſs of the junctures 
of the different pillars of which they confiſt, all to- 
gether render them little leſs liable than the walls 
built upon them to ſink under the injuries of time. 
They have ſuffered greatly. Large fragments lie 
ſcattered at the baſe of the rock: others impend in 
ſuch threatening attitudes, that a ſpectator can hard- 
ly look up or down upon them, without fear and 
horror.—lt is on the level ſpace between the two- 
Heads of the rock, that the preſent barracks and the 
gunner's houſe ſtand. The gunner has a ſmall gar- 
den for pot-herbs, beſide his houſe. But, this is as 


unfavourably ſituated for the advantages of ſun and 


thelter,—as the patches of garden-ground belonging 
to the commanding officer, and lying on the ſouth- 


weſtern declivity of the rock are favourably ſituated. 


The plants in the gunner's garden ſeemed therefore 
hardly to vegetate. Their appearance was moſt 
pitifully ſtunted and withered. On the higher of 


the two eminences which crown this rock, my con- 


ductor informed me that the Commanding Officer 


of the garriſon had once attempted to plant a colony 


of rabbits. The cats from the neighbouring town, 
however, ſo annoyed them, that he was obliged to 
abandon all hopes of accompliſhin g the Das el. 
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Tux proſpect from the height of this rock is ex- 
tenſive and delightful. On one ſide are the town of 


Dumbarton,—a part of the courſe of the Leven with 
its rich and animated banks,—and in diſtant. view 


the lofty mountains which intervene between Loch- 


Lomond and Loch Loung, on the one hand, —op- 


poſed on the other by the majeſtic elevation of Ben- 


Lomond. Turning ſouthward, and looking up the 
courſe of the Clyde, the ſpectator beholds this noble 
ſtream, probably crowded with veſlels, and having, 
on either bank, rich, cultivated fields, elegant vil- 
las, eſtabliſhments of manufacturing induſtry, and 


aſſemblages af trees ſcattered here and there, in eve- 


ry diverſity of form; the ſurface, too, is greatly 


varied in its level; where the country runs to the 
north-weſt, to join Ben- Lomond.— Turning to the 


north. weſt you behold the Clyde advancing with 
increaſing majeſty to pour itſelf into the Frith di- 
ſtinguiſhed by its name. And ſtill, as it advances, 
its progreſs diſplays a richer ſcene of veſſels coming 


and going, of cultivated fields, and of handſome, 
or ſnug houſes, thickly ſcattered an either fide. In 


the angle between the Leven and the Clyde riſes a 


fine hill, the front of which was at this time cover- 


ed with corn in ſhocks ;——behind was grazing 


ground overſpread, in part, with whins, furze, and 


broom ; beyond which I obſerved trees: and ſeve- 
ral neat houſes were ſcattered round. On the quar. 
| ter 
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ter immediately over the town ſtood a houſe, the 
elegance of the appearance of which, induced me to 
aſk who the proprietor might be. I learned, that 
he was a lawyer. And from this fact alone a tra- 
veller might ſafely venture to conclude that there is 


as well wealth as buſineſs in the circumjacent coun- 


try. Wherever the lawyers, practiſing before the 
the ſherriff.courts, are men of fortune or conſidera- 
tion, one may ſafely infer, that there muſt be a good 


deal of commercial buſineſs, of one ſort or another, 
done in the neighbourhood, to produce litigations; 


and that there muſt be money to ht the en 
of 3 | 54 


\ 


TRE plain herons the town of Dumbarton, 


and the rock on which the caſtle ſtands, is divided 
into ſmall parks; and theſe are fenced with thorn 
hedges, ſheltered within dry ſtone walls. The 
ground poſſeſſed by the inhabitants of the town 
will, no doubt, bring no inconſiderable rent for 
the acre. But what might be _ PRO my 1 
, to eee | 


Tur b ſtreet of the town A Düsen 
e to me to have an air of decayed grandeur. 
It might perhaps be, becauſe my imagination was 
cheated by the veneration which I had been previ- 
ouſly taught to entertain for its antiquity, ' Tet, 

the 
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the time was, when it ſerved, in ſome ſort, as a 
ſea· port to Glaſgow. Greenock and Port-Glaſgow 
were not then ſo conſiderable as they have ſince be- 
come. Here are three glaſs-houſes, the property of 
Glaſgow merchants. The cotton · manufacture flou. 
riſhing through the whole neighbourhood, makes 
the labouring people, if not rich, at leaſt comfort. 
able. It was on a Saturday night I reached Dum- 
. barton. I was too much fatigued to get up early 
enough, next morning, to attend divine ſervice in 
the church. It was on the Sunday forenoon there- 
fore, that I wandered round the environs, and vi- 
ſited the caſtle. As I returned to the inn, I met 
the congregation juſt leaving the church. The 
children, in conſiderable numbers, were among 
them, with their bibles under their arms. The 
whole company whom I had met, wore in their aſ- 
pect a decent air of devotion, becoming the ſancti- 
ty of the day, and the ſolemnity of the ſervice in 
which they had been engaged. They were clad in 
comfortable, and, many of them, even in expenſive 
clothes. But the faſhion appeared in my eyes ex- 
ceedin gly awkward, and, in ſome manner peculiar 
to themſelves. The men were ſtout, but coarſe'fi- 
gures. The women I thought ſingularly homely, 
not to ſay ugly. Indeed of all the places I have vi- 
fited, I ſhould be inclined to diſtinguiſh Dumbarton 
as the ſeat of female homelineſs, But, this is a qua - 

lity 
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ty with which female virtue delights to dwell; it 
may be ſuppoſed that the good women of the an- 
cient burgh ate chaſte as they are homely. The 
Church being now emptied, I ſtrolled into the 
Church-yard. It was filled with grave-ſtones of va- 
rious forms and ages; but I could perceive no very 
remarkable monumental curioſity. By the inſcrip- 
tions on the grave-ſtones, however, I could learn 
that Buchanan and Macfarlane are two of the moſt 
common ſirnames in this place. Colquhour' is ano- 
ther which often occurs. The Clans of theſe names 


were, in the days of Scottiſh Clanſhip, ſeated in the - | 


neighbourhood. 


Lennox or Dumbarton. Its fchool was once famous. 


I know not whether it ſtill continues to produce 


ſuch excellent ſcholars as in former times. I ſhould 
fuppoſe, that as the induſtry and opulence of the 
eircumjacent country continue to increaſe, and as 
the Weſt Highlands are peopled and improved, 
Dumbarton may become more conſiderable than it 


is at preſent. I obſerved indeed a number of new | 


houſes on the weſt fide of the Leven, and others 


alſo upon the ſouth-eaſt quarter of the town. The 


the ſame cauſes which have begun to enlarge the 
extent of this place, may n continue their 
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DuMBARTON is the chief town in the county of 
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net ; 


To GLASGOW. - 


WI at length left Dumbarton, and nacoediad up 
the caſtern bank of the Clyde to Glaſgow, Near 
the town which we had left, the plain was divided 
by hedges and ſtone-fences into fields which feemed 
to be carefully cultivated. Wheat, oats, barley, 
with ſome flax are the crops chiefly raiſed in this 
neighbourhood. The natural ſward has in many 
places, yielded to the culture of foreign graſſes. 
Under the rock of Drumbuck, which I have alrea- 
dy mentioned, as fronting Dumbarton Caſtle, is 
now a printing and bleachfield. As it was Sunday, 
I met many people on the road, ſome travelling, 
others ſtrolling the adjacent fields, and others again 
ſauntering at the doors of the little hedge-ale-hou- 
ſes. They were all clean, and even well dreſſed; 
and as I proceeded, I thought, I could obſerve that 
coarſeneſs of features which I had remarked at 
Dumbarton, to give place to ſomething more. of 
beauty and expreſſion. Late as it was in the ſea- 
ſon, the ſcene was finely animated, and even beau- 
tiful, in compariſon with the wild ſcenes among It 
which I had lately wandered. On the declivity of 
the hills which I had upon my left hand, plantations 
ef trees of various ages, were irregularly ſcattered. 
Amidit 
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Amidſt theſe, I could occaſionally diſcern the front, 
the gabel, the roof, or the chimnies of an hand- 
. ſome villa. Where the woods opened, corn-fields 
not yet entirely cleared of their crops, were com- 
monly interſperſed. Where nothing but open paſ. 
ture· ground appeared; yet even there, although 
crags might riſe above, the general colour of the 
ſurface was no unpleaſing, yellowing ſhade of green. 
Towards the river, the proſpect was yet more agree - 
able. The whole way. ſide was thickly ſet, ſome- 
times with ſingle houſes, and at other times with 
| ſmall cluſters rogethier: Wherever the plain ſtretch 
ed to any conſiderable extent between the heights 
and the river, it was adorned with ornamented' 
farm · houſes—fernies ornees—or with villas on a lar- 
ger ſcale, each with its little decorated domain lying 
around it. On the farther bank of the river, the 
ſcene was not leſs naturally beautiful, nor did it ap- 
pear to poſſeſs fewer of theſe ornaments, which po- 
pulation, wealth, art, and induſtry ſpread over the 
ſurface of the earth. I particularly recollect the un- 
uſual aſpect of one very ſhowy, cloſe upon the caſ. 
tern bank of the river. When I aſked its name, . 
learned, that it was called Friſky-hall. It was illu- 
minated and painted, and dight up in that talte 
which miſtakes finery for elegance. he 
von. E B bb Ax 
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Ar no great diſtance from Dumbarton ſtands 
Dunelaſs-caitle, a fortreſs of ſome note in the Scot- 
tiſh hiſtory. How changed the aſpect of theſe ſcenes? 
— How altered the manners of their inhabitants from 


what they were when the caſtles of Dunglaſs and of 


Dumbarton were the important places in this vici- 
nity; when hunting wild animals, tending domeſti- 
cated ones, ſowing and reaping ſome very ſmall 
quantities of grain, taking a few fiſhes, and plun- 
dcring their neighbours—were all the arts, and all the 
modes of induſtry which the people knew: Caſtles 
and fortreſſes are now places of comparatively ſmall 
conſequence : Inſtead of war being the common 
trade, the arts of war are leſs known to the people 
in general, than the mechanic or fine arts of the la- 
teſt invention or improvement were to our forefa- 


thers : No modes of attack or defence, but thoſe of 


litigation are known: Hunting is almott as little 


practiſed as the art of war: Sedentary induſtry is 


the general employment; And all the envied enjoy- 
ments conſiſt in ſedentary luxury. | 


Such were the deſultory reflections which aroſe 
in my. mind, whenever the objects which appeared 


before me, could not entirely engroſs my attention. 


Few monuments. of antiquity occurred, to attract 
my notice. Theſe have been either deſtroyed, for 
the moſt part, by the injuries of time; or it may be 

| that 
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that they are now . obſcured, although perhaps ſtil 
exiſting, by the more ſplendid creations of the taſte 
and opulence of the preſent time. It is indeed, in 
a country which has continued to improve in wealth 
and population, that the monuments of antiquity 
are leaſt permanent. When the ſons riſe above the 
wealth and the ingenuity of their fathers, they deſpiſe 
their arts, their pleaſures,” and their works. They 
alter the cuſtoms which thoſe eſtabliſhed ; they pull 
down the ſtructures which they reared, to raiſe 
others more ſtately where they ſtood ; They conſe- 
crate their tombs with no ſuperſtitious revererice; 
Nor are they reſtrained from violating their altars, 
by any thing of religious awe. But, where ſue- 
ceeding generations have degenerated from the 
glory, and declined from the ſplendour of their an- 
ceſtors ; where a country once the ſeat of- art and 
opulence has been deſolated; where poſterity, if 
they have not greatly declined from the dignity pf 
the character of their fathers, have at leaſt advanced 
but little above it: — There will - the works of an- 
tiquity be preſerved with pride and reverence 
Here will every thing be reſpected, that tends to re- 
flect upon the ſucceſſors ſome part of the glory of 
their predeceſlors: And if by a decline in taſte, in 
knowledge, and in ſentiment, they ſhall have be- 
come too ſtupid to eſtimate aright the merits of 
| thoſe monuments which preſerve among them the 
Bbb 2 memory 
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memory of better times, yet their own works 
are all too paltry to obſcure thoſe which preſerve the 
remembrance of their progenitors. 


As J advanced, I remarked, on my left hand, 2 
ridge of crags, the name of which I learned, upon 
enquiry, to be Kirkpatrick Heights,—as that of the 
the gently ſloping declivity between thoſe crags and 
the highway—is—the Braes of Kirkpatrick. This 
Kirkpatrick is a pariſh, named from the celebrated 
St Patrick, a Britiſh Scot, who paſſed over from 
Stratclyde and preached Chriſtianity to the Iriſh. 
Patrick is ſaid to have been a native of this neigh- 
bourhood. The church of this pariſh has been an- 
ciently dedicated to him, It ſeems to- have been 
an edifice of ſome extent and conſequence in the 
times when the pariſh churches of Scotland had lit- 

tle ſtatelineſs or magnificence to recommend them. 

1 obſerved, too, ſome funeral monuments in the 
church yard—which i is cloſe by the way. ſide, more 
curiouſly finiſhed, than thoſe which oo deſcribes 
in theſe lines :+ 

Jet, even theſe bones from inſult to protec, 

Some frail memorial {till erected nigh, 

With uncouth rhimes and artleſs ſculpture « deck'd 

Implores the paſſing tribute of a ſigh, | 


| FROM 
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| Faom Kirkpatrick to Glaſgow, the country is ſtill 
more and more thickly ſet with houſes ; the fields 
are more and more ſubdivided, and at the ſame 
time, more and more ornamented : the country 
ſeems indeed to run, by an inſenſible gradation 
into the town, ſo as to leave it difficult: for a Rrans 
ger to diſcern exactly where the ton e ans 


the country _ 


cad E a I ſaw ſome inſtances of the lis 
cence of a Glaſgow Sunday. The time was, when 
the inhabitants uſed to ſanctify the Lord's day with 
peculiar ſolemnity, nay even with a degree of ſu- 
perſtitious reverence. None might-negle& due at» 
tendance at church : none might ſaunter careleſsly 
through the ſtreets : convivial enjoyment could be 
indulged in, only under the maſk* of religion : the 
ardour of a man's devotion, and the correctneſs of 
his morality were eſtimated by the zeal with which 
he liſtened to long ſermons, uttered or joined in 
long prayers, and maintained what was fancied a 
religious auſterity of aſpect and deportment.— Thoſe 
days are paſt, In the progreſs of its population, 
induſtry, and refinement, Glaſgow has loſt much 
of its ancient piety. All ranks of its inhabitants 
ſeem now to conſider Sunday, as 2 day they may 
lawfully dedicate to amuſement. The more worth. | 
leſ and licentious part of the labouring artizans 


ſpend 
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ſpend the evening of Saturday, all Sunday, and the 


forenoon of Monday, in that diſſipation and riot, 


the means of which, the wages of the foregoing 


week have enabled them to purchaſe. Thoſe of this 
claſs whoſe manners are ſomewhat leſs profligate, 
make Sunday excurſions into the country, viſit 
their friends and acquaintance, and chear them- 
ſelves with a dinner more comfortable than ordina- 
ry. There is yet a third diviſion of men in the 


fame ſituation, who indeed go to church for ſome 


part of the day, and perhaps read a page or two 
of the bible or ſome other pious book at home, but 


think it reaſonable to give the far greater part of 


the day to amuſement of what they deem an harm- 
leſs nature. The manufacturers and merchants, if 
obliged to ſpend the forenoon in their counting 


rooms, make a point however, of appropriating the 


afternoon and evening to convivial enjoyment,— 
with the abſtraction of a ſhort interval, in which 
riſing, in gay ſpirits, from the table, they repair to 


the Tontine Coffee-houſe to talk over the news of 


the day, and the tranſactions of the week, and to 
make up parties for ſupper, or for ſome future din- 
ner. If, happily, not detained by buſineſs in the fore- 
noon; they make parties to ride out into the coun- 
try, and to dine at ſome inn, or perhaps at the vil- 


Ja of ſome friend, or of the rambler's own. The 


pp is a gay one; the conviviality being nowiſe 
commonly 
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commonly return, in tip-zop ſpirits, to town Ehe 
reſtrained by the ſanctity of the day, and the party 
clerks, ſhop-men, and apprentices make this no leſs a 
day of recreation than their maſters. On the Sunday; 
the clerk and the ſhop-man hire horſes, put on boots 
and ſpurs, and fally out like ſo many knights. er- 
rant, to exhibit themſelves as gentlemen, on the 
highways, and at the inns and country villages: 
Having but one day in ſeven, on which to act in 
this high character, they are willing to make the 
moſt of that ſeventh day. They accordingly ride out 
in the moſt furious manner, if they have been learn- 
ed to ſit on horſeback, beſpatter the foot-paſſengers, 
accoſt and abuſe every civil ſtranger they may hap- 
pen to meet, get drunk at the inns, ſwear at the 
landlord and waiters, and return homewards in all 
the glory of drunkenneſs, vulgarity, and inſolence. 


I Hap occaſion to remark, on the highway, as I 
drew near to the city of Glaſgow, appearances 
enough to juſtify all that I have here faid. I was 
unlucky enough to fall in with two young men who 
ſeemed to be of the laſt of the, deſcriptions above- 
mentioned. Not being of a temper to enter eager- 
| ly into converſation with ſtrangers, Ipaſſed them ci- 
vily ; ſlackening my ſpeed as I paſſed them: and then 
renewing the round trot at which I had been before 


3 1 was ſoon ſurpriſed, however, to hear the 
gentlemen 
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gentlemen whom I had left behind, ride furioully 
after me. I held in my horſe that they might paſs. 
They paſſed, but immediately halted, ſo that I could 
not avoid overtaking them. Still unwilling to join 
company with them, I again paſled, but was ſoon 
again overtaken. I then determined to ride on, as 
before I had firſt come up with them, careleſs he- 
ther with, before, or behind them. But, they, per- 
ſiſted, to teize and perſecute me, by one little art; 
or, anqther, till my patience, was exhauſted, and my 
fortitude ſubdued. I addreſſed them gently, and 
ſubmiſſively; and by ſoothing their pride and petu- 
lance, was then ſuffered to ride on 'quietly in com 
pany with them. Such are the incidents which 4 
traveller cannot well avoid meeting with, on a Suns 
1 n vicinity of e OLE eee 


t 


1 K HAVE aid that, the nearer the city, ſo much 
the greater was the profuſion of villas and of mini- 
ature pleaſure-· grounds ſurrounding them: I with I 
could add, that ſo much the mote did the taſte of 
the houſes and the grounds ſeem ta. improve. But, 
{ am, in truth, afraid that the environs of Glaſgow 
exhibit ſome inſtances of that falſe taſte which has 
been ſometimes laid to the charge of opulent citi- 
zens. The wood was commonly diſpoſed in belts 
with a regular alternation of unplanted ſtripes, ſo as 
to give the whole, much of the appearance of 2 piece 
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pf ſtriped cloth. There was ſomething curiouſly 
affected about the houſes and office-houſes. Indeed, 
I have been not a little diverted: to remark, that 
ſhop-keepers dealing in parti-coloured ſtuffs are apt 
to paint their ſhop-doors, &c. after the patterns of 
their ſtuffs; and to transfer to their dwelling-hou- 
ſes, thoſe decorations which have ſet off their ſhops 
to ſuch advantage, This is but one' inſtance ; But 
the taſte of tradeſmen whoſe time has been other. 
wiſe employed, than in cultivating the Fine Arts, | 

fs generally guided by this analogy. It were in- 
vidious to enumerate a multitude of particular in- 
ſtances. But the obſervation of them in this neigh- 
bourhood, afforded me ſome amuſement. I ſaw, 
at the ſame time, a number of truly bahülbme, 
ſometimes indeed ſplendid houſes, ſurrounded with 
grounds laid out in the happieſt taſte and with 
the greateſt ſkill. All ſuch fields as were not occu- 
pied with plantations, or kept ſacred from the f 
plough, that they might afford the ornament of 
verdant, level lawn,—were covered with plentiful 
crops of corn, moſtly in the ſhock, but ſeeming to 
have been cut down, while it was ſtill unripe. 


At the village of Partick, the og leads acroſs 
the Kelvin. Here are conſiderable milns, at which is | 
prepared a great part of the wheat and flour con- 
ſumed in Glaſgow. A dyke has been drawn acrols 

W.. C co the 
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t e river to > carry off water for the mills. heft vet 


| was at this time much ſwollen | by the rains ; which 
had Jately f fallen ; ; conſequence of which fuch a a 
body of water poured \ over the dyke as to form a A 
fine, water. fil. The heiglit from which the water 
fell. vas not indeed lofty; but the ſheet of water 
was ſo conſiderable, that it formed truly a grand 
object. The force with which | it fell. broke a part 
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into ſmall drops and into vapour, Which, riſing, 
. 

hovered over it it, like a miſt. The drops fell upop 
us in rain, as we rode along the bank. Near the 
bridge 1 I obſerved an old building concerning which 
I was, curious to obtain ſome information. I learn. 


ed oply, that, it was uſually called the old & 1222 
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IMMEDIATELY beyond the bridge, on the way to 
the town, and oppolite to the mills, 1 is a 'plece of 
riſing ground, which ſeems to be kept for 125 
Park. It has been once, I ſhould ſuppoſe, furround- 
ed. with trees. Some fine old trees ſtill grow, op- 

,ofite, on the ſide of the mills, But, I was ſingu- 
larly ſtruck with the aſpect of one old trunk, with. 
in the park. All the upper part has long ſince de- 
cayed, or has been gut away, The bark has been 
peeled off from the remaining part, of the trunk, 
and it has been worn, ſeemingly, by accident, to 
the reſemblance of one of thoſe rude ſtone pillars, 
which are found in ſome parts in Scotland, and. are 
. ſuppoſed 
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the river to carry off water for the mills.” The ner 
was at this time much ſwollen by the raingrwhich 
had lately fallen; in conſequence of which ſuch a 
body of water poured" over the hl as to forth a 
fine water fall. The height from which the rutater 
fell, was not indeed loſty: but the ſſicet of- water 
was ſo conſiderable, that it formed truly a grand | 
object. The force with which it fell broke a part 
into ſmall drops and into vapour, which, riſing, 
hovered over it, like a miſt. The drops fell upon 
us in rain, as we rode along the bank. —Near the 
bridge I obſerved an old building concerning which 
I was curious to obtain ſome information. I learn» | 
og. only, that, it was — called the old error 
. A 194; 5 11 
IMMEDIATELY beyond the GLAD on the n 
the town, and oppoſite to the mills, i is a piece ot 
riſing ground, which ſeems to be kept for 2 gras: 
park. It has been once; I ſhould ſuppoſe, ſurtound; 
ed with trees. Some fine old trees {till grow, op⸗ 
poſite, on the ſide of the mills. But, I was ſingu- 
larly ſtruck with the aſpect of one old trunk, with- 
in the park. All the upper part has long ſince de- 
cayed, or has been cut away. The bark has been 
peeled off from the remaining part of the trunk, 
and it has been worn, ſeemingly, by accident, to 
the reſemblance of one of thoſe rude ſtone pillars, 
which are e found i in ſome * in Scotland, and are 
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ſuppolyit to have. been: fet up by our anceſtors,» 4 
n n military events: 
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Anderſton. The houſes in this ſuburb appeared to 
me, to be in generaliſpacious and elegant above the 


condition of their preſent inhabitants. I ſhould 
ſuppoſe, that, this may once have boen a faveurie 


place of reſidence for the more opulont inhabitants 
of Glaſgow. In the progreſs of the city, and in che 


improvement of the taſte, and the advancement of 


the wealth of its citizens; other ſtreets and other 
ſuburbs have become more faſhionable places pf. reli 
dence than Anderſon. It- ſeems to be now oc 
pied chiefly by weavers and petty ſhop-keepers. The 
ſtreets were thronged wich decent trades-people; in 
their Sunday! s clothes. The neatneſb of their dreſs 
beſpoke the comfortableneſs or at leaſt poſſible oon. 
fortableneſs of their circumſtances. All wore. ſuch 
an air of decency and happineſs as Could not but be 
pleaſing to a bene volent mind. I proceeded to Hem: 
ming's Inn, where I had formerly been, and had 
experienced! the: moſt civil and attentive treatment 
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in a commbdibusiid well: furniſhed houſe. bett 
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BOOKS rarzey, PUBLISHED. 
TRANSLATED BY MR HERON. : 
I. Travels throu gh Arabia, and other Countries in the Nat, 
| by M. Neibuhr. Muſftratell with Maps and Plates, 
vols. 8 vo. price 128. in boards. 
,“ The Tranſlator in his Preface, after tracing the out- 
line of thefe ttavels, adds; % Phey afford the lateſt, / And 
indeed almoſt the only topographical, account of Arabia, in 
the hands of the European public. Being the reſults of the 
obſervation, ot of one man only, but of a party of travel 
lers, and thoſe all well qualified to-dire& their, attenyionrin 
a proper line of enquiry ; they contain ſuch a body of truly 
valuable information, as is to be met with in very few' wel 
volumes of Travels. Relating to a country famous from 


the earlieſt ages of antiquity; they are thus rendered 1785 
throw 
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liarly intereſting by the nature of their ſubject. They 
much new light on the hiftorical events, the laws, the Wor- 
Fur ? and the cuſtoms recorded in th Old Teſtament, Ar 
muſt upon the whole confeſs, that I have never before ha 
it in my power to abuſe ſo good an 'occafion of receiving 
real mental improvement, with rational amufement, as that 
which the L ral ating this work has afforded pug, 5 = 5 
H. A new Collection of Meral Tales, written by the celes 
© brated Marmontch;” ard nb Brit Tranflatedy in 3 wolsj 


* 
if 


„12m. 78. 5d, „ pp $952 N „ 
_* Marmontel has . his old age, a ſpecies of 
writing, in which hevwis:extrtfwely ſucceſsful in his you; 
Years ſeem to have impafred- neither the vigour, nor .the 
delicacy of his genius. Seldom has moral wiſdom been ar- 
fayed in a mote charming dreſs than it here weats. He has 
{ſkilfally ſelected the characters, the ſicyations, the ineiden 
in human life which are the moſt generally intereſting, an 
TH c-nbined them into ſome of the ſweeteſt, happieſt farms 
that fancy ever created; on the realities of life, he hy fame 
wonderful art unknown to all but himſelf, at leaſt if we ex- 
cept the author of the Vicar of Wakefield, Hñas coftfetred 4 
magic power to pleaſe.” | | | 
III. Gonſalvo of Cordova;.. tranſlated; from the French of 
M. Florian, 3 vols, ſmall 8vo. 78. 6d. ſewed. 
** Of all the popular writings of Florian, Gonſalvo 
bears the higheſt character.— A more beautiful, interefting 


work of imagination, never appeared in the Engliſh language. 
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2 Anderton. The houſes in = fobyrb & ro 
me, to be in general ſpacious and elegant above the 
condition of their preſent” inhabitants. I ſhould 
fuppoſe,” that, this may once have been a 4 'favo gurite 
place of reſidence for the more opulent! inhabitants 
of Glaſgow. In the progreſs of tlie city; and in the 
improvement of the taſte, and the advancement. of 
the wealth of its citizens; other ſtreets and othet 
ſuburbs have becomę more faſhionable places of reli- | 
dence than Anderſton. It ſeems to be now Oceu 
pied chiefly by weavers and petty ſhop-keepers. The 
ſtreets were thronged with decent trades:pegple, in 
their Sunday” 8 clothes. The neatneſs of their dreſs 
beſpoke the comfortableneſs, or at leaſt pollible com- 
fortableneſs of their circumſtances. All wort bach 
an air of decency and happineſs as could not but be 
aling to a benevolent mind. I proceeded to Hen: 
ing! Vin, where 1 had formerly eee 
| experienced the moſt civil and attentive-tre 
Hy a, commodious, and wel eke bout. 
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BOOKS LATELY PUBLISHED. 
TRANSLATED BY MR HERON. 


1. Travels through Arabia, and other Countries in po Fall! 
by M. Neibuhr. Illuſtrated with Maps and Plates, 2 
vols. 8 vo. price 12s. in boards. 
hr Ns The Tranſlator in his Preface, after tracing the out- 

line of theſe travels, adds; „ They afford the lateſt, and 

indeed almoſt the only topographical. account of Arabia, in 
the hands of the European public. Being the reſults of the 
obſervation, not of one man only, but of a party of travel. 
lers, and thofe all well qualified to direct their attention in 

a proper line of enquiry: they contain ſuch a body of rug 

valuable information, as is to be met with in very few oth 

volumes of Travels. Relating to a country famous _ =, 
the earlieſt ages of antiquity z they are thus rendered 

liarly intereſting by the nature of their ſubject. They bros 

much new light on the hiſtorical events, the laws, the wor- 

ſhip, and the cuſtoms recorded in the Old Teſtament. Fat 

I muſt upon the whole confeſs, that I have never before ha 

it in my power to abuſe ſo good an occafion of receivir 

real mental improvement, with rational amuſement, as that 
which'the 'Tranſlating this work has afforded me.“ | 


H. A new Collection of Moral Tales, written by the celes 
brated Marmontel, and now firſt . in 3 vols, 
12mo. 7s. od. 

yl Marmontel has again tried! in his old age, a ſpecies 2 | 
writing, in which he was extremely ſucteſsful in his youth. 

Years ſeem to have impaired neither the vigour, nor the 

delicacy of his genius. Seldom has moral wiſdom been ar- 

rayed in a more charming dreſs than it here wears. He has 

Kiltully ſelected the characters, the ſituations, the incident 

in human life which are the moſt generally intereſting, anc 

has combined them into ſome of the ſweeteſt, happieſt forms 
that fancy ever created; on the realities of life, he by ſome _ 
wonderful art ew to all but himſelf, at leaſt if we ex» 

cept the author of the Vicar of Wakefield, has conferred a 

magic power to pleafe.” 


III. Gonſalvo of Cotdova; tranſlated: rom the French of 
M. Florian, 3 vols, ſmall 8vo. 7s. 6d. ſewed. 
„ Of all the popular writings of Florian, Gonſalvo 

bears the higheſt character.— A more beautiful, intereſting 

work of imagination, never appearye 1 in the Engliſh language. 


